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Abstract: Hybrid actions in electoral political processes are an increasingly
prevalent phenomenon in the modern structure of political relations and today’s electoral
engineering. Regardless of the present controversy regarding the personification of hybrid
action, the scope and effects of such activities do not necessarily have to be destructive.
This stems from the fact that, thanks to hybrid actions, political changes have been achieved
in some countries that have brought with them to these societies’ prosperity and wealth.
Although this is difficult to assess nowadays, given the enormous intertwining of different
vectors of domestic and foreign policies, and beyond that interests, which is especially
evident in the era in which we live, in the era of deforestation of public international law
and the modern world order. The paper analyzes all the most important aspects of hybrid
actions within the electoral political processes, but with efforts to, through a careful and
balanced research approach, theoretically shed light on the true essence and background of
hybrid action on the gender process of government - on political elections.

Key words: Hybrid actions, political elections, government, political parties, special
services, media.

INTRODUCTION

Political elections' are a gender process of government and in modern democratic
societies political changes or continuities of political power, are being realized exclu-
sively through a clearly defined form of political organization of transparent articula-
tion of the wishes of the citizens, more precisely the majority (here one should not fall
into the trap of misinterpreting the direct voting process, which is secret in all mod-
ern democracies). This majority is sometimes convincingly larger, but more often it is
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1 Election and end electoral systems are an integral part of policy and political process. They are the
widest appearance direct political action and the most massive participation population - citizens one
countries, community, which one have right to vote. In the political process, election themselves can
scientifically identify like separate political whole, but also like a part of total political process. Election
and electoral process themselves are taking place in the assembly general model of a political process
of a specific countries, community, existing and ongoing regulations and number of politically most
influential positions of number of political subjects. Election are one of the methods and forms of po-
litical process and political actions which themselves win or retain existing political power. An impor-
tant characteristic of elections and electoral process is existence of more phase, where is themselves
differ pre-election, election and posts-election phase (Sevo 2008: 1240).
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close to the minority, which additionally burdens a society or state, but also strengthens
its democratic potential and character.

However, despite the above, in modern democratic societies, regardless of the de-
veloped level of political tolerance and rich democratic tradition, political tensions in
electoral processes always exist. They are greater if the ratio of opposing political forc-
es is approximate, which is why this small difference, as a percentage viewed through
voter support, can represent a serious field of political instability. The fundamentals
of this instability are also manifested when there is a significant imbalance of the basic
policy provisions.”

Nowadays, even the most developed and stable countries can be introduced into
the field of instability in just a few months, where the conditions for this are extremely
favorable electoral political processes. These are periods when ways and means are
not often chosen to defeat political opponents, when we initiate or fabricate a number
of our affairs, when subversive operations of different character are performed, in a
word, when an entire arsenal of hybrid actions is activated to achieve victory. So, for
example, if one analyzes the last few elections in the United States, it is not difficult to
conclude that a country that is pleading to present itself in the world community as a
»bastion of democracy®, it is not difficult to conclude that the question can be raised
about the validity of the electoral process and whether the official results represent the
real will of the citizens.

Also, a dangerous precedent for redrawing the electoral will of citizens is the phe-
nomenon in which the government in one country is formed not by political parties
that have won the majority of votes, but by those parties that are at the liking of cer-
tain centers of power. * In recent years, there have been increasing examples of prime

2 Thereisanindispensable question of important policy provisions here, which is why it is important to
emphasize that ,important provisions policy mostly include activity countries, relationship countries
and society, manage state, general interest. Regardless many definitions of politics ... politics is a
social occurrence and its determination is conditional by defining the arm of society, social relations
and activity” (Tan¢i¢ 2006: 8).

3 Contemporaries can never be fully aware of the historical significance of the time in which they live.
And it’s better is so. Especially if they are destined to live in transitional periods, in periods of great
changes and changing of entire eras. Because man faces the signs of epochal change every day, on the
go, and he overcomes them in life, and mentally accepts them, gradually getting used to the oppor-
tunities and relationships that come his way were unthinkable until quite recently. Only on a distant
day, in the future, some not yet born historians will evaluate the time he went through and which he
created to some extent as a turning point in the past humanity. And yet, it is possible for contempo-
raries, moreover, it is their human duty to try in time, even in advance, to understand the nature of
events and the meaning of the process, to penetrate into the directions of the flows that carry them,
and which the personnel are only extremely limited to manage, to understand the spirit of the times
and to understand the world in turmoil which surrounds them and does not leave them alone. A man
or a people who come to terms with the limitations of their own knowledge and active powers, and
this limitation is, by the way, quite real, and he passively allows himself to be carried by the current, it
will experience being managed by others, those who have tried to separate the boundaries as much as
possible limitations and have an impact on the course of events and changes. Appreciating the spirit
of the times and the changing of the balance of power in the world, with the clarity of which ideas and
goals to be pursued, it is possible to enter into such a dialogue with the epoch that to a lesser or greater
degree of protection overriding and permanent own interests and from the object of history at least
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ministers of certain countries coming from parties that won from 3% to 4% of the total
number of votes in elections, but through subsequent post-election engineering, they
took into their own hands most of the political power in the executive, and through it in
other forms of government in one state. Here a real question arises, which is not always
in accordance with theoretical approaches, whether the three branches of government,
legislative, judicial and executive are truly independent of each other, or whether in the
galimatias of the bureaucracy of state administration, and often of different interests,
these three branches intertwine and lucratively influence each other.

It is not uncommon in political life that the measure of political success does not
come down to which political option or individual won, but to one who has lost. Citi-
zens often know that they vote not so much for, but against one candidate or party,
which often brings into the philosophical question whether one political option won
the elections, or whether it is actually a more realistic picture that the other lost. This
is a direct consequence of great social and political dissatisfaction in one society or
state, when voters choose to vote not according to the criteria for whom, it’s who
they’re against.

On the other hand, political elections often do not serve only to win mandates,
someone demonstrates through the number of seats won how much influence the
owner of those mandates will have. It is expected that everyone who is seriously en-
gaged in politics aims to win as many mandates in democratic elections as they need for
the realization of desired plans and to achieve influence, which can also be seen as the
realization of power to protect the interests of the people and the state or the people
who are in diaspora. Also, along with this, one almost always strives to strengthen one’s
own political position and the satisfaction of one’s own needs. Therefore, under nor-
mal political circumstances, the goal is always to be stronger, not weaker, to be the one
without whom decisions cannot be made for everyone, especially for those who have
placed their trust in this political option. By the way, the strength of each political op-
tion, we can say, and the strength of each electoral list depends on many circumstances.
In ,tired” societies marked by decades of rule by one political option or one man, the
exhausted majority are eager for change, changes that will lead society forward and into
a better tomorrow. Such an environment is particularly conducive to the ,grey areas” of
political action, which levitates between authoritarianism and democracy.* Therefore,
in political outplay, new political options and new political figures fare better than the
older ones, unless the more experienced surprise with their distant and arriving or, for
example, the will of reconciliation. In this case, the very change of such orders implies
three stages. The first, implies democratic changes of power, through political elections.
The second phase is the phase of the transitory period, some will also call it the transi-
tion period. The third refers to the construction of a new social order, which is why
political forces that have an adequate plan for the future, most often have a chance to
dominate the political scene of that society with a new political order.

to some extent becomes one of its subjects, while respecting the well-founded reasons of all other
participants in that great, incessant game (Tanaskovi¢ 2010: 5).

4 About these ,gray areas” see more: Morgenbesser Lee, ,Elections in Hybrid Regimes: Conceptual
Stretching Revived®, Political Studies, Vol 62, London, 2014: 31.
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All of the above creates a suitable environment for hybrid actions, whose, if not at
full capacity, at least outlines, are present today in almost all electoral processes in the
world community, including those at the lowest political level of the organization of
modern society.

HYBRID FACTS

Hybrid actions are an extremely complex phenomenon that has surpassed the con-
ventional forms of warfare in terms of its importance and importance, but also in its
intensity and presence. Of course, conventional forms of warfare will never completely
disappear from the world political stage, but today there is an increasing surge of hybrid
actions, i.e. hybrid war.

Hybrid warfare has grown over time from a tactical military approach in solving
complex demands on a concrete battlefield, to an overall political concept implemented
at a strategic level. In hybrid warfare, the role of non-military means of a subversive
nature is emphasized, while military force, if used at all, is used covertly or limitedly.
Subversive action, often referred to as revolutionary, is a complex form of institutional
violence aimed at changing the situation within the country towards which it is being
acted upon (Mirkovi¢ 2021: 63).

In addition to hybrid warfare, as an inseparable part, we have implemented hybrid
actions, which together makes a single and complete whole. There are numerous hy-
brid activities that cannot be characterized as war, but can be qualified as hybrid action.
Hybrid war fare and hybrid action in general is very dangerous. There is not a single
country in the world that is not exposed to some form of hybrid action, but there are
certainly those that are under extremely strong action of this extremely complex and
offensive phenomenon. At today’s level of development of overall social relations, ways
Hybrid warfare is almost unlimited. They can be articulated in almost any segment of
social action, and are limited by the imagination and creativity of the destruction of the
structures that use them. The targets of hybrid attacks are not only political, military,
security or some other related structures, but they are hit by a much wider range. For
example, a number of religious and cultural issues may be on a hybrid agenda aimed at
causing spiritual and religious divisions, all as a prelude to more complex national or
civil conflicts. Hybrid attacks can be extremely severe, with devastating consequences,
with ways of countering them very complex and almost always fraught with numer-
ous difficulties and problems. Previous practice has found that hybrid attacks are most
effectively countered by retaliatory performance of hybrid actions. We are aware that such
an approach will inevitably cause a critical review of a part of researchers, but modern
practice has confirmed the effectiveness of this approach. Responding to existing hy-
brid strikes, without any forms of ,preventive retaliation®, is a process that inevitably
puts the state — the target of attacks in a defensive and subordinate position. Trotting
for events, constant race against time and waiting for the next move of the opponents
are qualities that represent an impossible mission to protect each state and its constitu-
tional order. In performing, conditionally speaking, defensive hybrid actions (the term
defensive should be used with caution and reserve, since these actions are offensive



Hybrid actions in Electoral Political processes 145

and aggressive in nature, and can be qualified as extremely violent in character) one
of the most important principles is continuous work. Of course, this work can be of
varying scale and intensity, but it should not be interrupted. The interruptions open up
space for the opposing side for new and deeper breakthroughs, allow consolidation and
regrouping of forces used for hybrid action and, of course, make it difficult to restart
distracting and responsive hybrid activities. For each country it is very bad and very dif-
ficult to find itself under offensive hybrid actions. This weight is mostly felt by the struc-
tures that are in charge of defending the country and protecting its constitutional order.
In connection with the above, there is an increasing need, for a systemic approach to
modeling a potential efficient and effective state system and its subsystems by applying
science, prognostic scientific methods and experience from practice in accordance with
contemporary security challenges, risks and threats (Parezanovi¢ 2022: 69-71).

As for the content of hybrid warfare, there are several points of view, with them coin-
ciding to a lesser or greater extent. However, the key is the division into three categories:

1. nonviolent subversive methods involving propaganda, cyberattacks and other
nonviolent subversive methods such as economic sanctions, political pressures and
threats, the activities of civil society organizations and the like;

2. special, covert and violent actions that support previously declared secession,
commit terrorist acts or incite citizens to civil disobedience and rebellion;®

3. aggression by conventional forces that is presented as a humanitarian interven-
tion, peacekeeping mission or protection of civilians.®

Unlike content, the principles of hybrid warfare are also important, so, according
to Professor Staji¢, they can be classified as:

1. proportionality and economy of use of forces: types of activities are conditioned
by the specific situation, and the scope, intensity and manner of implementation are
determined by the resistance of the opponent. In this sense, hybrid warfare has no pre-
determined content, and the scope and intensity of activity depend on the said resist-
ance, and thus the components that will be involved in overcoming resistance. How the
resistance will be overcome and by what means depends on a case-by-case basis. The
principle of economy dictates that the goals are achieved by proportional strain, that
is, by sufficient force. Greater resistance also means greater force, which can include
everything from civil unrest to open intervention;’

S Itisimportant to emphasize that extremism and terrorism are often equated in practice. Admittedly,
one could say that all terrorists are extremists, but it must also be borne in mind that not all extremists
are terrorists (Simeunovi¢ 2009: 11-30).

6  Andrew Radin, Hybrid Warfare in the Baltics, Rand, 2017, Taken from: Ljubomir Staji¢, The basics of
the security system, Novi Sad: Faculty of Law, 2021: 152.

7 ,Military intervention represents a complex form of institutionalized violence that includes various
forms of interference by the armed forces of one or more countries, or an international organiza-
tion, in internal affairs of another country in order to achieve specific political, economic and military
strategic goals interest. In a narrower sense, military intervention refers to the direct use of armed
force as open and direct interference in the internal affairs of a country, while military intervention
in a broader sense it also includes indirect forms of interference such as demonstrations of force and
threats of force that are not followed by the direct use of armed force” (Simeunovi¢, 1989: 166).
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2. comprehensiveness: depending on the resistance that needs to be overcome in
the most efficient way, oppositions can occur in the sphere of culture, art, language,
history, propaganda and other areas that directly erode the resilient power of the op-
ponent, until armed aggression as the most drastic way of overcoming resistance;

3. flexibility: the means used are easy to replace in the event that tactical success is
achieved, that is, if the method used is ineffective;

4. a state of constant warfare: the application of hybrid warfare means that the
boundaries between war and peace are difficult to determine due to the fact that con-
stant and in all areas of society, oppositions can occur that become visible when a rea-
son or cause for armed intervention arises. In this sense, armed conflicts are only a vis-
ible escalation of the conflict that lasts for a long time;

5. use of legal and illegal means: causing civil unrest in another State, infiltrating
terrorist or other groups tasked with causing violence and chaos, up to armed aggres-
sion are activities prohibited by international law and on which there are convictions of
international courts. On the other hand, propaganda and the spread of disinformation
are not prohibited activities;

6. orientation towards citizens, i.e. society: most of the activities undertaken are
directed against the social basis in order to weaken the will and morale of the opponent,
which is why the priority entities through which the activities are undertaken become
the media, political parties, civil society organizations, international organizations,
transnational corporations and others;

7. hybrid warfare applicability at all organizational levels: Hybrid warfare can be
present at all levels, ranging from national to international levels, i.e. tactical, opera-
tional, coordinating and strategic levels;

8. the orientation of activities against the enemy, but also towards its own citizens:
Hybrid warfare as a complex and complex activity with the weakening of the opponent
stipulates the strengthening of one’s own power through propaganda and disinforma-
tion on the basis of which decisions are legitimized domestically and internationally and
achieve internal political homogeneity (Staji¢ 2021: 153).

Defining hybrid warfare also requires the extraction of key characteristics. Five key
features of hybrid warfare can be singled out:

- synchronized activity,

— centralization of leadership at the strategic level,

— multidimensionality of forms of action,

— adaptability in accordance with the situation on the ground,
— denial of existence and leadership.

Synchronization of activities refers to the compliance and coordination of the appli-
cation of various forms of action, in order to obtain a synergistic effect. Economic pres-
sures, media propaganda often go hand in hand with diplomatic pressures, demands, etc.®
Military or terrorist activities in the field are mainly accompanied by information and

8  On the mechanisms of economic pressures, see in more detail: Caslav Oci¢, Ka obali plovi - strategic
considerations, Society for Economic History, Belgrade, 2015, as well as in Caslav Oci¢, Introduction
to Regionomik, Znamen, Belgrade, 2003.
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psychological operations. The centralization of leadership is a characteristic that can be in-
directly inferred from the synchronization of activities. The coordination of various forms
of threat by different carriers (intelligence measures, diplomatic initiatives, media propa-
ganda, actions of military units), which are aimed at the same opponent, with the same
goal, in the same period of time, indicate that they are conducted from one center. The
multidimensionality of the form of action is derived from the aforementioned methods and
areas in which hybrid warfare is manifested, which we have already talked about. The state
or a particular community, organization, have their own structure, relationships, material
and other values. In hybrid war, one does not choose the means to attack this structure,
relations and values, primarily those without the use of weapons, which can enable the
achievement of the goals and achievement of the interests of the aggressor.” Adaptiveness
in accordance with the situation on the ground is widely used in describing the actions of
non-state actors against the armed forces of the United States and Israel, as well as other
examples of hybrid warfare. It indicates that in hybrid warfare measures and methods
are adapted to the opponent, they are not all defined and predetermined, but innovated
depending on the weak points of the opponent, applied dosed depending on the assess-
ment of whether the goals of aggression are being achieved or not, they strengthen new
measures or increase the intensity applied up to that time. The denial of the existence and
conduct of hybrid warfare is derived from the fact that most of the methods applied by the
aggressor are largely unrecognizable by the general public as a form of war. The bounda-
ries of war and peace in the case of hybrid war are hazy, most often because the struggle
is fought for the minds of people, on the psychological-value plane. A good part of the
methods are disguised, subversive, primarily led by the intelligence services. Therefore,
some cyber-attacks, civil protests, armed rebellions are not indirectly recognized as an act
organized by another state or power, but have their own rationale for public use, which
serves to conceal hybrid warfare. And those measures that are public and visible, such as
economic sanctions or political demands, are not portrayed as elements of hybrid warfare
but as legitimate demands (Cvetkovi¢, Kovag, Joksimovié¢ 2019: 339).

The particular danger of hybrid actions is contained in the fact that they are one of,
conditionally speaking, the most economical forms of aggressor action. T'o wage hybrid
warfare requires incomparably smaller funds and material resources than the expendi-
tures necessary to wage any other form of conventional warfare. In today’s era of gal-
loping technical and technological development, hybrid effects can be performed using
a simple smartphone, forming a fake account on a social network or, say, establishing
an Internet portal through which misinformation will be systematically and deliberately
spread. It is important to emphasize that hybrid action does not always imply partial
covertness and complete secrecy. It can also be carried out publicly, quite transparently.

9  Here it is interesting to emphasize that, for example, when engaging terrorist groups or private
individuals of military companies to solve military-political problems, it is based on the fact that
these structures are not directly related to international conventions and do not have binding acts
in this regard international public or humanitarian law, whereby extremely negative and goals (tor-
ture, seduction of terror and reign of terror, politically motivated murders, use weapons of mass
destruction, etc.), see more: Andrei Vladimirovich Demidov, Gibridnye vojny kak manifestation of
interstate conflicts in modern conditions, National safety, Economic strategies, No 2/2016, Mos-
cow 2016: 5S.



148 Marko M. Parezanovié

A picturesque example is when a person with an appropriate social position or status, for
example, through his Twitter account expresses certain attitudes that have the character-
istics of hybrid action. Also, hybrid action can be carried out by using the mentioned por-
tal as a springboard for the placement of fake news. This is most often done by fake news
from the ,hybrid portal® is taken over by relevant portals that have a huge number of
visitors and views. In this way, disinformation begins to take up a manifold wider internet
and media space, often transcending national frameworks. It is inevitable to clarify that
for this mechanism of spreading fake news, performers of hybrid strike almost always
use the technique of networking ,hybrid portals“ with the official and relevant ones, by
putting the latter into operation of the carrier. When disinformation is placed and trans-
mitted on several different platforms, then the focus of public interest is more its content
than its originality, i.e. where it was initially placed. Such ,hunting in the murky® is es-
pecially dangerous when the hybrid technique is used intensively, in some cases several
times a day, since one misinformation coincides with a new one, and then again, a new
one, so that complete confusion is created. The state and its institutions that are the sub-
ject of such hybrid strikes cannot react and adequately deny these false allegations, which
is why citizens are gradually creating feelings of insecurity, suspicion and reservations
towards the governing structures, which can certainly represent a suitable environment
for creating a climate of ,,creeping upheaval® in a society or state. As a rule, all actors who
participate in the organization and execution of hybrid actions will always deny not only
their participation, but also that hybrid actions are carried out. No individual, institution
or state shall declare that it is conducting hybrid action against another entity, as this
directly recognizes the performance of subversive activity (Parezanovi¢ 2022: 73-75).
In addition to the above, a picturesque example is the color revolutions, which oc-
cupy a very important place in the complex of NATO hybrid warfare mechanisms. It’s
akind of controlled chaos technology. According to political scientist Andrei Manojlo,
color revolution is ,a technology for organizing a political upheaval in conditions of
artificially created political instability, when pressure is exerted on power in the form
of political blackmail, and the main driving force of the attack on power is a specially
organized youth protest movement. It can be added that the warring parties are switch-
ing from political blackmail to violent measures, the implementation of which can lead
to the outbreak of civil war in the country, using almost all the mechanisms of hybrid
warfare.“ The hybrid threat complex is formed according to a predetermined strategic
plan and affects a wide range of military and civilian targets of the enemy, including the
population of the targeted country. The ultimate goal is to undermine the combined
power of the state, position and influence of authorities within the country and in the
international arena. Thus, unlike other types of threats, the hybrid threat complex fo-
cuses strictly on the chosen object of influence (a specific country), has a clearly defined
format and a predetermined end goal, and is the core of the strategic plan of the opera-
tion. The successful implementation of a complex of threats depends on the availability
of a source capable of providing the necessary strengths and resources, as well as the
ability to access them. This synergistic effect of the use of hybrid threats determines
their particular danger to the entire national security system of the country. By the way,
there is a very interesting direct link between the technologies of hybrid wars and color
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revolutions, which complement each other. As a rule, the color revolution represents
the initial stage of hybrid warfare, since in the future events develop within the frame-
work of the algorithm of adaptive use of force. Then there is the phenomenon that
peaceful demonstrations of the opposition gradually turn into a difficult confrontation
with the authorities, until its overthrow and even the outbreak of civil war. In this way,
at each stage of hybrid warfare, a set of corresponding hybrid threats is activated.’On
the other hand, one part of the Western authors of the Russian special operation in
Crimea in 2014, also characterized as a product of hybrid actions."!

HYBRID ACTIONS IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

When it comes to hybrid actions during electoral political processes, interference
in elections usually has different characteristics. This hybrid interference is primarily
aimed at harming the state that is the target of a hybrid attack, among other things by
downplaying and conducting a coherent politic. This allows the aggressor side to gain
an advantage through erosional political institutions, which can promote anti-demo-
cratic and, extremist and or populist and political candidates and, with the aim of un-
dermining the political system one state, among other things, by inciting dissatisfaction
and dividing (Davies 2021: 25).

Hybrid actions in the electoral process are also directed towards creating condi-
tions for providing support to one or more political parties, movements or individuals
depending on the form of the electoral process. This support is provided through sev-
eral directions of action, the basic of which are:

« directly favoring and positively promoting one political option over the other
participants in the election race;

« compromising and grossly reducing the popularity of a political option that is
opposed to that option that is favored;

« anesthetizing political activism within a political option that is opposed to the
option that is the favorite of the structure that performs hybrid action.

When it comes to direct favoring and positive promotion of one political option over
the other participants in the election race, it is important to emphasize that this is a rela-
tively simple modality of hybrid action, in which all available capacities for providing
support are engaged, which include public and of course conspiratorial modalities of
action. By providing open support, it is sought to send voters a clear message about
the prospects of voting or non-voting for a particular political option or candidate. Of-
ten these public messages and concrete actions can have a repressive undertone, if the
state in which the electoral process is held is a member of a multinational organization,
military-political alliance and the like. For example, if one is an EU member state, it is

10 Bartosz Alexander, ,Hybrid War in Strategy U.S. and NATO", Military review, Moscow, 12. 10.
2014, https://topwar.ru/60101-gibridnye-voyny-v-strategii-ssha-i-nato.html?ysclid=166kxc7g
wb159798025.

11  For this special operation, see more: Marko Parezanovi¢, ,Russian Special Operation in Crimea in
2014, The Policy of National Security, Year XIII, Vol. 23, No. 2/2022, Belgrade, 2022: 49-65.
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expected that the Union will provide support in these elections to a pro-European can-
didate or party, which are proven partners or for which there are firm guarantees that
they will fully follow the EU policy in all directions. In such a case, it can happen that in
the electoral process the spears of several different pro-European candidates or parties
cross, when elements of the factional struggle within the EU come to the fore, i.e. the
influence of the current that is at that moment the strongest and most dominant.

On the other hand, compromising and grossly reducing the popularity of the political
option, which is opposed to the option that is favored, represents a much more complex
process of hybrid action compared to the previous one, because it requires more skill
and actions. This is not only about mere negative propaganda, but also a preconceived
workflow of action, because negative propaganda itself, if not used in combination with
other methods, it can produce counter-effects for the side that generates it.

The presentation of compromising material about individuals or political parties
is massively carried out in the arenas of today's political struggles, but when a multi-
layered analysis is carried out, it is not difficult to conclude that there is little of the real
essence, that there is a little compromise. In such cases, sometimes instead of the term
compromise, it would be far more appropriate to smear political opponents, precisely
because of the lack of real compromising material. It is important to emphasize that
certain materials do not always have to be seen as compromising, which is conditioned
by culture, tradition, the degree of development of a society or some other factors. For
example, a traditional voter in the Balkans does not view a candidate of homosexual ori-
entation in the same way as a voter in Scandinavia. Therefore, any presentation of such
secretly recorded content can represent either compromise in one, or cause additional
empathy, and often popularity in other countries.

The third basic direction of hybrid actions in the electoral process aimed at creat-
ing conditions for supporting one or more political pariahs, movements or individuals,
refers to the anesthesia of political activism within the political option that is opposed to the
option that is the favorite of the structure that performs hybrid action. Anesthesia of politi-
cal activism is carried out in several ways, the most dominant of which is they refer to
the weakening or total collapse of morality within a political organization, the exertion
of pressure and blackmail through force, coercion, threat or some other material, and
it is often done by bribing and corrupting an individual (political candidate) or sev-
eral political officials within one political party or movement. In such cases, money is
obtained not for political action, but for actions of political inaction. This is not about
open support for the opposing political option, but it is also a perfidious sabotage action
within a political organization, during which there is not open support for the rival side,
but the weakening of its own political potential in the electoral process.

MECHANISMS OF HYBRID ACTIONS
IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

In the electoral process, various mechanisms are used to perform hybrid actions,
and almost always an important role is played by special services, media and social
networks, interested political structures from abroad, carriers of big capital, and often
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actors from the so-called gray area and organized crime. It is not uncommon that, under
certain social circumstances, certain peculiarities of hybrid action can also be manifest-
ed through religious communities.

Nowadays, there is almost no country that has not detected and established for-
eign interference within the electoral process within its own country. This side of in-
terference can also be extremely dangerous, if performed in a perfidious and covert
manner, and sometimes they can contribute to the strengthening of patriotic spirit and
contribute to the victory of a nationally oriented candidate or party.

The most appropriate mechanism through which foreign interference in an elec-
toral process within an independent and sovereign country is the mechanism of special
services. Special services by their structure and organization represent specialized state
institutions with a wide range of capabilities and mechanisms for concrete action, in-
cluding actions related to the conduct of special intelligence operations in the field of
politics and political processes. Regardless of the fact that no special service or state
leadership that manages this service will ever declare it declaratively or confirm it, sub-
version is one of the basic directions in the intelligence component of these specialized
state institutions. Through this subversive and covert action, conditions are created for
direct interference in the electoral process within another state, thus through the mo-
dalities listed in the preceding the work is directly influenced by not redrawing the elec-
toral will of the citizens. Then the political circumstances in that country are adjusted
to the interests of the state which, through its special services, pursues these interests or
seeks to achieve them to a lesser or greater extent.

Special services usually act coordinated, i.e. it would be more accurate to say that
they direct hybrid action through the media and social networks. Most often their ag-
gressive actions are carried out through two basic directions. The first implies the maxi-
mum positive promotion of the appropriate candidate or party that is supported, while
the second involves directly attacking a non-tailor-made political option by carrying out
offensive hybrid strikes. Most often, these two basic directions are applied in synchrony
and combined. However, the once open media support and support of social networks
from one country can be counterproductive to a certain, conditionally speaking, covert
favorite, which is why open media support towards this political option is exercised very
carefully and limited. However, most often, in such cases, one resorts to conducting
a negative and destructive hybrid campaign towards the oppositional political option,
with the intention of creating an extremely negative odium in the general public, to cre-
ate an environment of confusion, hopelessness and hopelessness.

In this sense, both violent and non-violent unconstitutional activities in a particu-
lar country are often designed, financially, organizationally and personnel-assisted, co-
ordinated, but also media-supported by one or more special services of other countries
and a wide range of their exponents in different social structures (Parezanovi¢, Zeljski
2019: 420).

Media and social networks have become an indispensable mechanism in all electoral
processes. Of course, we have not concluded anything new and unknown with this, but
when the media and social networks are brought into the context of electoral processes,
this primarily refers to them as a mechanism of hybrid action. So, within this research,
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the role and importance of the media and social networks in terms of objective public
information will not be treated. In this sense, at today's level of technical and techno-
logical development, the possibilities of media and social networks for hybrid action in
the electoral process are practically unlimited. They range from total support to total
destruction, depending on the choice of the side to be supported, i.e. the attack.

Political structures from abroad are almost always less or more interested in the
course and outcome of electoral political processes in other countries, especially if
there are expressed interests between these countries. The more pronounced and pro-
nounced these interests, the higher the degree of interest. Political structures can act
in a number of different ways and have all the characteristics of hybrid action. Starting
with direct public support, through public or secret training of political acts vista from
another state, through various modalities of propaganda and subversive activities, cov-
ert financing, participation in the creation and placement of affairs, all the way to pro-
voking radical political scenarios, such as civil riots and riots, mass demonstrations and
the introduction of another country into some form of state of emergency. Certainly,
the listed modalities of destruction of the political structure from abroad cannot be car-
ried out independently, but will use the mechanisms of its special services, the media
and other state and parastatal resources for this purpose.

One of the main peculiarities of big capital carriers is that they realize their inter-
ests simultaneously in several different countries, which is why big capital is always less
or more interested in electoral political processes in different stateside different politi-
cal levels. This interest is a direct consequence of efforts to keep things under control,
primarily in terms of the functionality of highly profitable business arrangements. So,
essentially, everything revolves around money. With the help of money, it affects the
overall business climate in one country, large investment projects of capital importance,
takes control and ownership of economic entities of strategic importance, including
critical infrastructure facilities, laws are created tailored to the oligarchy, so that their
activities are not treated as plundering of national resources, but as lawful and skillfully
conducted business operations and the like. For these reasons, hybrid actions through
big capital carriers are very dangerous for any country, because the destructive effects of
this form of action are extremely powerful and multi-layered.

Actors from the so-called grey area and the sphere of organized crime are often indi-
rect or direct participants in electoral processes in almost all countries of the modern
world."” It is superfluous to explain their interests in more detail, it is almost always
profit with minimal presence or complete absence of patriotism, ethics and morality.
However, the importance of these structures comes to the fore in poorly developed
democratic societies, or societies in which the relationship of political forces between
the government and the opposition is minimal. Then social conditions are created in
which the winner of the electoral process will be decided on the street. These are very
difficult and dangerous conditions, which can befall even the most developed and un-
regulated states.

12 ,Organized crime is one of the most serious contemporary non-military threats to the national and
international security. When it comes to endangering national security, they are evidently destructive
effects on all spheres of social and state life“ (Mijalkovi¢ 2009: 119).
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Such situations often fall into the realm of color revolutions, in which one of their
main peculiarities is that both the election result, the will of the citizens, and social sta-
bility are less important in relation to the primary goal, which is to win power at any
cost, regardless of all potential harmful consequences. These processes almost always
begin with nonviolent forms of political struggle, and almost always end in violence and
bloodshed. Therefore, in such social circumstances, these forces come to the fore from
the so-called gray area, which later always collect their participation in changing the his-
tory of a society, in whose bringing they contributed on and off the street, almost always
with high interest, where bills of exchange and human lives themselves are often charged.

When it comes to religious communities and their position in terms of hybrid ac-
tions, it is important to emphasize that religious issues are a strong cohesion factor of
broader social classes, especially when it comes to dominant religious communities in
one country. Religious issues and religious topics have always been a sensitive field in
any society, regardless of the level of its secularism. Citizens of any society do not like
sudden and sudden changes in the sphere of religious issues, and are particularly sen-
sitive to restrictions on freedom of religion. Therefore, religious communities in any
society and state can be a powerful generator of direct interference in the electoral pro-
cess, and under certain social circumstances can also be a decisive factor in the further
development of the political situation and political relations in one country.

CONCLUSION

Hybrid actions in electoral political processes are a set of different mechanisms,
measures, actions and actions that are used in the direction of achieving the goals of the
entity performing them. Although such actions, in the context of the topic analyzed,
relate to electoral political processes, the results, achievements and effects of hybrid
actions do not produce implications only for the stated political category, but are inevi-
tably reflected in others of the modern society. For example, hybrid actions in electoral
political processes may be unsuccessful from the point of view of the one who generates
and performs them, however, they can produce destruction in a wider social context,
and a society or state can also introduce a serious political crisis.

Hybrid actions in electoral political processes inevitably lead to an increase in ten-
sions in bilateral and multitandlateral relations of states, which under certain conditions
can also be a vestibule of wider social conflicts. It is not uncommon that military aggres-
sion against a country began by interfering in its internal political processes, including
political elections. Mechanisms of hybrid actions such as cyber-attacks, disinformation
of the population or diversionary attacks do not only affect the electoral process in one
country, but can also represent a prelude to classical military aggression. Modern mod-
els of warfare, imply that classical military intervention is almost always preceded by
hybrid actions, which are later combined with the use of armed means, which actually
loses the boundary in the use of civilian and military mechanisms in carrying out at-
tacks, creating a coherent and aggressor and potential.

Essentially, hybrid actions in electoral processes directly undermine and redraw
the will of citizens, voters who vote in elections. This creates a negative, unfavorable
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and unrealistic environment, which channels and directs social processes in one state
in a direction that is different, that is, the opposite of that which is the desire of the
democratic majority.

Bearing in mind that in the background of the most complex and successful hybrid
influences there are always powerful and efficient special services, whose activities are
usually shrouded in secrecy, the question of the possibility of realistic perception and
evaluation, in the historical level, of many electoral processes that have determined the
fate and future of numerous states and societies in the long term, even crucially, is justi-
fied. Namely, processes of this kind will in foreseeable perspective become the subject
of scientific research and historical textbooks, in which the understanding of the past
reality will be shaped solely on the basis of the ideas that exist about them in public. In
this sense, a complex of important facts, often of fateful importance for a country, will
remain in the deep shadow of the dark corridors of political turmoil and reduction of
political power on different meridians, within the most closely guarded documentation
funds of the special services that at the strategic level participated in the design and on
the operational-tactical level carried out the concrete realization of such, complex in
structure and devastating in effects, hybrid operations.
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Mapxo M. I[TAPEBAHOBU'h

XMBPUAHA AEJCTBAY U3BOPHUM ITOAUTHUYKYVM ITPOLJECHIMA

PE3UME

XubpuaHa AejcTBa y U360 PHUM IIOAMTHIKIM IIPOLIECHMA Cy CBe IIPHCYTHH]ja I10jaBa y CaBpeMe-
HOM YCTPOjCTBY IIOAMTUYKIX OAHOCA M AQHAIIBUX M300PHUX HEDKelbeprHra. Bes 063upa Ha mpucyTHe
KOHTpOBEp3e IO IIUTAbY [ePCOHNPUKALHje XUOPHAHOT ACAOBAIbA, AOMETH 1 epeKTH OBAKBHX AKTUB-
HOCTH He MOPAjy yBeK Hy)XHO OMTH AeCTPYKTHBHH. T0 IMPOM3KAA3H U3 YHIbEHHIIE AA Cy 3axBasyjyhu
XMOPHUAHHUM AEjCTBHMA Y IIOjeAMHUM AD>KaBaMa H3A€jCTBOBAHE IIOAMTHYKE IPOMeHe KOje Cy THM APY-
IITBHMA AOHEAe ca Cob0M OosHUTAK M IIpocIepuTeT. Mapa je y AaHalIbe BpeMe i TO TELIKO OIeHHUTH,
€ 0631POM Ha OTPOMHY HCIIPENAETEHOCT PA3AMYMTHX BEKTOPA YHYTPAIIHX M CIIOAHUX IIOAUTHKA, 2
IPeKO TOra ¥ HHTepeca, ITO MOCeOHO AOAA3H AO M3PAXaja ¥ €pH ¥ KOjOj XKUBHMO, Y epU CypBaBamba
MelyyHapoAHOT jaBHOT IpaBa M CaBPeMEHOT CBETCKOT OPeTKA. Y PaAy ce HoceOHO aHAAMBHMPajy CBU
Haj3Ha4YajHUjU aCIIeKTH XUOPUAHIIX A€jCTaBa Y OKBUPY U360 PHUX IIOAMTUYKIX [IPOLIECA, AAH Ca HACTO-
jaEbIMa Aa Ce Kpo3 jeAaH 00a3puB 1 H30aAAHCHPAH HCTPKUBAYKY IIPHCTYII, TEOPHjCKH OCBETAM IIPaBa
CYIITHHA U [T03aAMHA XUOPUAHOT A€AOBAIba Ha POAHH IPOLIeC BAACTH - HA IOAUTHYKE H360pe.

Kryume peuu: xubpupHa AejCTBA, HOAUTHIKH U300PH, BAACT, IOAUTHYKE [IAPTHje, CIeIHjaAHe
cAyx6e, MeAHjHL.
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Bawitiune, onobpeH 3a mrramiry.






