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Summary

With the passage of time and the lack of quality archival materials, both
at the Institute and at the Faculty of Medicine and bearing in mind the
“culture of memory”, the work on this text, which is a continuation of
the work on the published monograph on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the establishment of the Institute of Medical Physiol-
ogy of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Belgrade and the
beginning of classes, was an extremely challenging undertaking. The
texts previously published by fellow teachers in faculty publications
on various anniversaries, as well as in the “Serbian Archive” journal, sig-
nificantly helped the realization of this undertaking. The willingness
and kindness in providing important historiographical material, docu-
ments and photographs, by the family members of Professor Richard
A. Burian from the USA (Richard M. Burian, Jim Huntington), Milutin
Neskovi¢ from France and Belgrade (Nenad and Nikola Neskovi¢, re-
spectively) and Bozidar Nikoli¢ (Emilija Nikoli¢ Pori¢) should be appre-
ciated, and then by numerous colleagues from our country, including
Vojislav Voki Kosti¢, son of the famous professors Aleksandar D. Kosti¢
and Smilja Joksi¢-Kosti¢. | owe everyone a big thank you, because they
made it possible to systematize these important data. However, | am
aware that this will not be a complete text, which primarily dealt with
the beginnings of work and the restoration of the Institute, and with
an exceptional professor and patriot, Prof. Dr. Milutin Neskovi¢, the re-
storer of the destroyed Institute after the end of the Second World War,
whose personality and work, as well as the strength of character, can
be a role model for future generations of teachers and associates.
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Institute of Medical Physiology “Richard Burian” of the
Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade on 09.12.2022. marked
the 100th anniversary of its founding with a festive sym-
posium, during which a monograph was promoted and a
lecture on the history of the institute was held (1,2).

ESTABLISHMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY INSTITUTE.
ABOUT PROFESSOR RICHARD BURIAN (1871~
1954), ITS FOUNDER

According to the memorial published by the Faculty of
Medicine in Belgrade in 1935, on the 15th anniversary
of its work, the Physiology Institute (today the Institute
of Medical Physiology) of the Faculty of Medicine was

LU LN

founded in 1921 (3). At the request and proposal of the
first dean of the newly founded Faculty of Medicine in
Belgrade, Professor Milan Jovanovi¢ Batut, at the session
of the Council of the Faculty of Medicine on October
10 1920, Richard (Anton) Burian (in Serbian language
the name is Rihard Burijan), born on 8th January 1871
in Vienna, former professor of the Faculty of Medicine
in Leipzig, was elected full-time (contractual) Professor
of Physiology, and this election made by a decree of His
Majesty the King was soon confirmed (3).

According to Professors Milutin Neskovi¢ and Ilija
Duridi¢, Professor Richard Burian, as a founder, start-
ed his first lectures in the fall term of the school year
1922/23, which were experimental at the very beginning
and thus required great efforts. Professor Burian gave

Figure 1. (left) Temporary accommodation of the Institute of Physiology from the Archives of the Institute of Histology and Embryology
“Prof. Dr. Aleksandar . Kosti¢”, and (bottom and right) the view of the new and later bombed building and of the Physiology-Histology
Institute; digitized in the Audiovisual Archive and Digitization Center of SASA (courtesy of Prof. Nela Pugkas)
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Figure 2. (left) Building plan for the construction of the Institute of Physiology (Richard Burian “Das Physiologische Institut der mediz-
inischen Fakultat in Belgrad als Unterrichtsanstalt-New York: Rockefeller Foundation”, 1930.), and (right) the layout of the training room.

his first lectures in French and German, and to the third
generation of students he did it in fluent Serbian (4). The
temporary accommodation in the adapted building could
not meet the needs of the Physiology Institute, both in
teaching and in scientific work (Figure 1). In 1924, ac-
cording to the conceptual design of Professor Burian
and under his constant control, the construction of the
Physiology-Histology Institute began - one wing for each
institute, which was completed and decorated in 1926
with a modern amphitheater, exercise rooms, research
laboratories and a vivarium, and activities in it began in
1927 (Figure 2). For the construction of vivarium, lab-
oratories, the purchase of equipment and other contents,
funds were provided from war reparations and loans,
but to a large degree from the “Dr. Elsie Inglis” memo-
rial fund from London as well (author’s note: With the
funds of this fund, several hospitals were built in Serbia
and named after a military doctor of British origin, who
fought with the Serbian army in the First World War, and
who was awarded the Order of the White Eagle by the Re-
gent Prince Aleksandar Karadordevi¢ for her many mer-
its). Therefore, in gratitude for her support, the Physiol-
ogy Institute named the laboratory for scientific research
“Dr. Elsie Inglis”, and a memorial plaque was placed in the
hall of the building in 1929. The existence of the labora-
tory under the name “Dr. Elsie Inglis” is proved by affil-
iations and acknowledgments in the published works of
researchers Ilija Puri¢i¢ and Milutin Neskovi¢. Professor
Burian wanted, from the very beginning, to make our
school and physiology keep pace with the corresponding
universities in Europe. Under the auspices of the Rocke-
feller Foundation, as part of the “Methods and Problems
of Medical Education” edition, Professor Rihard Burian
published a paper in German entitled “Das Physiolo-
gische Institut der Medizinische Fakultit in Belgrad als
Unterrichtsanstal” in 1930, thus discussing at the inter-
national level the significance of the establishment of the
Physiology Institute (5). It is worth mentioning that Prof.
Richard Burian held the position of dean in 1923/24,
1926, 1933/34, and a vice dean in 1924/25, 1927/29,

1932/33. He selflessly helped the newly founded Faculty
of Veterinary Medicine in the organizational and scien-
tific aspects, so he was a member of the first Council of
this faculty and the first vice-dean, and he was the dean
in 1937/38. He and Prof. Dr. Aleksandar D. Kosti¢, in the
role of supervisors, handed over the duty to the first dean
of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Prof. Dr. Zivojin
DPordevi¢. Prof. Burian also participated in the founding
of the Faculty of Pharmacy (1939).

According to Burian’s first collaborators and suc-
cessors, Professors Milutin Neskovi¢ and Ilija Puri¢i¢
(quote): “His rich research experience, extraordinary
energy, idealism of a great scientist, day-and-night total
dedication to work, school and science, tact and gentle
consideration, readiness to advise and help, attracted a
large number of excellent students-demonstrators to the
Physiology Institute, who later grew into very successful
doctors, teachers and scientists” (4) (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Professors Richard Burian and Aleksandar . Kosti¢ with
colleagues in front of the building of the Physiology-Histology In-
stitute. Seated (left to right): Branko Vlatkovi¢, Milutin Negkovi¢,
Aleksandar Kosti¢, Alida Hirsch (Prof. Burian’s wife), Ilija Duri¢i¢,
Richard Burian and Antonije Vukovi¢; standing Nedeljko Ercegovac
(between Burian and Puri¢i¢), Bozidar Nikoli¢ (above Mrs. Buri-
jan), Aleksandra Volkanovska (next to Nikoli¢), Radmilo Anasta-
sijevi¢ (between Kosti¢ and Neskovi¢), Aleksandar Sabovljev (in the
1930s, courtesy of Dr. Emilija Nikoli¢ Dori¢)
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On the day of 14 December 1940 Prof. Richard Buri-
an wrote a letter to the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
in which he wrote that on January 8, 1941 he would turn
70 “and that according to legal regulations he should be
retired” and which was sent to the Rectorate. Based on
the attached documents, it could be seen that his work
experience acquired before coming to Belgrade was also
recognized. In the same year, the Council of the Faculty
of Medicine elected Prof. Richard Burian as an honorary
doctor of the Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade.

In the preface to the second edition of the Physiology
Practicum (1941), professor Richard Burian says (quote):
“Concluding this preface, glad that I have brought my
teaching boat to a calm shore, I am even happier to state
that the second edition of this book has been jointly pub-
lished by Dr. Ilija Buri¢i¢, Full Professor of the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine and my student and friend, and Dr.
Milutin Neskovi¢, Full Professor of the Faculty of Med-
icine, successor to my Chair. This cooperation is only a
pale and modest reflection of the deeper community of
understanding and activity that unites these two scientif-
ic workers. In this community I see the incarnation of my
scientific activity” (6).

The year 1941 represented a tragic period in the his-
tory of the Institute. Although there was a clearly visible
sign of the Red Cross on the roof of the building (under-
lined by the author), the Institute was bombed and de-
stroyed on April 6, 1941 (author’s note: According to the
available memoirs of Professor Burian’s daughter Maria
Louisa, there was a conversation during an accidental
meeting between her and a German officer in front of
the destroyed Institute, where, when she asked why that
had been done, he stated “that the building was not ac-
cidentally bombed”). Great material and spiritual assets
were destroyed - buildings, schools, and a library richly
equipped with books and journals. A lot of unpublished
results of Professor Burian and his collaborators were lost
forever — parts of the inventory, devices, a certain number
of journals and books which Professor Burian enriched
the library of the Physiology Institute with, as well as
some documents. Everyone who was in that area took
partin rescuing those things and Professor Neskovi¢ was
one of them. This is how Professor Neskovi¢ was able to
use the saved things — inventory and some of his studies
- immediately after liberation. On the day of December
17, 1941, after Professor Burian’s retirement, Profes-
sor Negkovi¢ takes over the duties of the director of the
Physiology Institute. During the occupation, the Physi-
ology Institute existed only nominally. The premises of
the Institute were moved to the building of the Institute
of Pathology, and only a few employees who remained in
Belgrade worked there. Certain activities took place, as
evidenced by the records from the “Administrative Pro-
tocol 1941-1945”.

Among many good works that Richard Burian left
behind, an extraordinary humane event from the period

of the Second World War was recorded by the composer
Vojislav Voki Kosti¢, the son of the famous medical pro-
fessors Aleksandar P. Kosti¢ and Smilja Kosti¢-Joksi¢,
in the book entitled “Life with a deep pain in the soul”
(quote): “In the evening hours of August 21, 1942 ayoung
medical captain of the Wehrmacht visited our home (we
concluded this by the markings on his uniform) and,
without saying his name, he greeted us on behalf of Prof.
Richard Burian, whose distant relative he was, and told
us that he had asked him to intervene for Prof. A. Kosti¢,
because he had found out that he was arrested. By the
way, Prof. Burian was an anti-fascist, so he moved to the
USA, where he died several years later. This was the last
greeting to his good friend Professor A. Kosti¢” (7) (au-
thor’s note: On the night of July 20, 1942 Prof. A. Kosti¢
was arrested by the Special Police. He was released after
countless interrogations, after almost a month (August
15, 1942) with a ban on leaving Belgrade).

After the liberation of Belgrade, Professor Richard
Burian, with the help of new authorities (author’s note:
He was helped by his former student Aleksandar Sabovl-
jev, an officer of the national liberation movement and a
high-ranking official at the time) moved to the USA, to
Iowa City, joined his son Hermann, a student of medicine
educated in Belgrade and later a famous American profes-
sor of ophthalmology, where, according to the announce-
ment of the American news agency Associated Press,
“Richard A. Burian died on April 6, 1954 in Iowa City,
and he was one of the world’s greatest physiologists and
the founder of the Faculty of Medicine at the University
of Belgrade”. As a pensioner, he often wrote to his associ-
ates from the USA and advised them how to rebuild the
Institute (Figure 4). Instead of the commemoration that
was never held, according to his contemporary Professor
Aleksandar D. Kosti¢ (8), its Physiology Institute made
the decision to name the institution after its founder, in
memory and respect for its first director, and to place a
relief plaque with his name and image on a wing of the
Histophysiology Institute building (1983). Also, busts to
professors Aleksandar P. Kosti¢, Richard Burian and Mi-
lutin Negkovi¢ were placed and revealed in the hall of the
Histophysiology Institute (2001). Professor Rihard Buri-
an was earlier described in the edition of Serbian Acad-
emy of Sciences and Arts (SASA) under “Life and work
of Serbian scientists” (9). On the SSth anniversary of his
death, in 2008, a scientific meeting of the Serbian Physi-
ological Society was organized in Belgrade, an essay was
published in the section of Famous European Physiolo-
gists on the website of the Federation of European Physi-
ological Societies (FEPS), and an editorial was published
in the leading international journal General Physiology
and Biophysics published by the Slovak Academy of Sci-
ences (10).
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Figure 4. Letter from Prof. Burian, to the new director Prof. Negkovi¢, with advice regarding activities at the Institute (1941) (copy of letter

obtained thanks to the courtesy of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢)

ABOUT PROFESSOR MILUTIN NESKOVIC
(1894-1980), THE RESTORER OF THE INSTITUTE
OF PHYSIOLOGY AND THE FOUNDER OF THE
INSTITUTE OF BIOCHEMISTRY

As along-time associate and professor at the Institute of
Medical Physiology of the Faculty of Medicine in Bel-
grade, I came across numerous written data from various
sources about Professor Richard Burian, the founder of
the Institute, including data from the unpublished family
memoirs of his daughter, which I received with a courtesy
and blessing of his family (grandson Richard M. Burian
from Virginia and grandson Jim Huntington from Cali-
fornia). I wrote about this in detail in the Institute’s pub-
lished monograph (1), as well as in an earlier internation-
ally published editorial (10). Numerous written data are
also available on one of the first professors of Physiology,
the famous Professor Ilija Puri¢i¢ (11). As the first grad-
uate student of the Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade, Dr.
Ilija Puri¢i¢ was appointed an assistant on July 2, 1926
and as an assistant professor on November 28, 1929, and
in 1936 he was elected as a Full Professor for the subjects
of Physiology and Pathological Physiology at the newly
established Veterinary Faculty in Belgrade. In the peri-
0d 1938-1941, he was the dean of the Veterinary Faculty.
Prof. Dr. Ilija Buri¢i¢ founded the Physiology Institute of
the Veterinary Faculty, after war he was the founder and
director of the SASA’s Institute for the Study of Physiol-
ogy of Work (1947-1954), the dean of the Veterinary Fac-
ulty (1945-1947, 1948/49), the rector of the University of
Belgrade (1950/51, 1951/52, 1954/55), a vice-president

and the president of SASA (1960-1965), and one of the
initiators of the founding of the Yugoslav Society of Phys-
iology (November 23, 1956) and the Serbian Physiolog-
ical Society, whose president he was later. He died sud-
denly in Belgrade on April 2, 196S.

However, for reasons unclear to me, there is far less
written information about the versatile personality of ex-
tremely strong character, Professor Milutin Neskovi¢ (a
patriot, a doctor, a professor, a scientist, a teacher, a social
worker, a poet, a writer, a hunter, etc.), born on Septem-
ber 7, 1894 in Kragujevac, from father Veljko Neskovi¢
(“boss Veljko”, a respected and wealthy merchant) and
mother Bosiljka Todorovi¢ (originating from a merchant
family) who gave birth to twelve children, of whom Mi-
lutin was the tenth in line. Milutin belonged to the gen-
eration that survived two world wars and changes in the
social and ideological organization of the states in which
he lived and created (Figure §). Despite his sufferings,
and perhaps owing to that, he preserved his inexhaust-
ible life and creative energy, and in a philosophical sense,
searching for meaning and origin, he initiated the artistic
expression of his personality, and he often returned to
his native land, to which he remained faithful until the
end of his life. He was a restorer (so to say the “re-founder
of the destroyed Institute”), according to the Institute’s
chronology, the second elected teacher and director, who
participated in the construction of the new building af-
ter the Second World War, selected and educated young-
er staff, renewed teaching and scientific research work,
and laid the foundations of the modern Institute, as we
have known it in recent decades. According to the certif-
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Figure 5. Photos of Professor Milutin Neskovi¢ from different periods of his life, in the top row left (in Lausanne, Switzerland, 1919), as well
as during his duties as professor, the director of the Institute, and the dean of the Faculty of Medicine (photos obtained thanks to the courtesy
of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢ )

icate of the Yugoslav Ministry of Army and Navy A. No.
9896 from October 3 1928, Milutin Neskovi¢ was on
military duty as a medical worker during the First World
War, from the beginning of August 1914 to June 27, 1919
(Figure 6). He enrolled in medicine in the academic year
1913/14, and graduated on November 17, 1921, at the
Faculty of Medicine of the University of Lausanne. His
father Veljko educated him with his personal funds.

He was an assistant and the head of practical classes
under Professor Maurice Arthus at the Institute of Phys-
iology of the Faculty of Medicine in Lausanne (Figure
7), and as soon as July 27, 1922 he was appointed as a
prosector at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of
Belgrade (Figure 8). He was elected assistant professor
of Physiology on October 9, 1924, an associate professor
on September 15, 1927 and as a full professor on July 6,
1940 at the same faculty (Note: The data partly differ
from the data presented in the published monograph and

were taken from the decision of the Ministry of Educa-
tion of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia - General department
P. No. 16725, dated November 3rd 1933). His long-time
associate and former student, Prof. Miodrag D. Cvetkov-
i¢, Full Professor of Biochemistry at the Faculty of Med-
icine of the University of Belgrade, in the book entitled
“Professors of the Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade - from
its foundation to the 1950s” (12), wrote about Professor
Neskovi¢ (quote): “He was a very intelligent man and an
extraordinarily strong personality. His thoughts and re-
marks in the introductory class in Physiology were a great
incentive to study this fundamental subject at the Faculty
of Medicine. In Kragujevac, where he was born, he fin-
ished elementary school and high school. He enrolled at
the Faculty of Medicine in Lausanne (Switzerland) in
1913. After the outbreak of the First World War (1914),
he returned to his homeland, where for a time he was en-
gaged in the health service in Kragujevac. Then he moved

22|
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ry of Prof. Maurice Arthus, Lausanne, Switzerland, immediately after the end of the First World War (courtesy of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢)
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Figure 8. (left) Title page of habilitation thesis in French by Dr. Milutin Neskovi¢ (1921), (right) title page of PhD thesis by Dr. Milutin

Neskovi¢ (courtesy of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢)

ty of Medicine. Soon upon his arrival in Belgrade, he was
chosen as an assistant at the Physiology Institute. He was
appointed director of the Institute of Physiology in 1941.
He remained in this position until his retirement in 1964.
During the German occupation of our country, he was
persecuted by the Gestapo and the Special Police.”

IMPRISONMENT AT THE BANJICA CAMP

According to his grandson Nikola Neskovi¢, this hap-
pened because he refused to sign the infamous “Appeal
to the Serbian People” dated August 13, 1941 and for a
time he was at the Banjica camp. Belgrade, as a university
and cultural center, housed many prominent cultural and
public workers, friends of books and science, who were
under constant surveillance by the occupation authori-
ties. In them, the fascists saw potential opponents, whose
views and attitudes could represent an additional danger
in the otherwise dire situation in Serbia that arose after
the uprising. That is why the occupying military admin-
istration decided to eliminate that danger by arresting
prominent public and cultural workers. On November
2, 1941, on behalf of the commanding general in occu-
pied Serbia, Turner, the chief of the military staff, signed
an order for an operational group of the German Police
and security service, in cooperation with the Belgrade
Special Police, to undertake an extensive action against
intellectuals, “whose behavior in the past years was an-
ti-German” and who were mostly “members of the lodge
of freemasons and communists.” On the basis of this or-
der, a massive arrest of intellectuals was carried out in
Belgrade on November 4, 1941. They were brought to
the Banjica camp and placed in special rooms, separated

from other detainees. Those were room 3, which was va-
cated for them, and rooms 35 and 36, which were ready
and waiting for them. The treatment for arrested intel-
lectuals and prominent citizens was somewhat more fa-
vorable and lenient. They had beds and bedding, which
they received regularly from houses, a longer walk in the
camp grounds, less abuse by the camp staff. The other
detainees called this part of the camp where this group of
intellectuals was housed “Masonic rooms”. Those were
mostly professors and teaching staff of the University of
Belgrade, several well-known professors from Belgrade
secondary schools, former ministers, businessmen, writ-
ers and artists, lawyers, and doctors. There were 176
names on one list, and 192 names on the other list (three
of whom were added later), therefore also those who were
taken to the Banjica camp later following the same Turn-
er’s decision. Among the renowned professors of the Uni-
versity of Belgrade, the group of arrested intellectuals in-
cluded physiologists, biologists and pathologists: Dr. Ivan
Daja, Dr. Milutin Neskovi¢, Dr. Siniga Stankovi¢ (arrest-
ed again in 1944 as an active participant in the national
liberation movement) and Dr. Ksenofon Sahovi¢ (13). As
they represented a concentrate of knowledge from vari-
ous scientific disciplines, and they lived in more tolerable
conditions, they initiated various lectures (the initiator
of the lectures was Dr. Aleksandar Beli¢, the president
of SASA and the president of the Kolarac Foundation),
whereby one lecture was held in the morning around 10
a.m., and the second in the afternoon around 4 p.m. Var-
ious lectures influenced the hostages not to think about
their unenviable position. Conversations after lectures
helped to break monotony in prison. These lectures en-
riched knowledge and cheered the spirit. According to
the preserved diary of Vladislav Pavlovi¢, pre-war official
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at the Ministry of Social Policy and Public Health, the
list of topics included alecture by Dr. Milutin Negkovi¢, a
university professor entitled “Man in continuous space”.
By the beginning of January 1942, when Vladislav Pav-
lovi¢ was released from the camp, 36 lecturers spoke on
68 topics (14) (Figure 9).
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Figure 9. A drawing of a camp inmate Professor Milutin Neskovi¢,
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made on kraft paper from a package for camp inmates, during his im-
prisonment at the Banjica camp (drawn by camp inmate Risto Sti-
jovi¢ on December 4, 1941, later an academician of SASA, a famous
Yugoslavand Montenegrin sculptor) (a copy of the drawing obtained
thanks to the courtesy of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢)

After leaving the Banjica camp, Professor Milutin
Neskovi¢ soon assumed the position of the director of the
Physiology Institute. A little later, the typhus epidemic
(spotted fever), which broke out in that period, required
the engagement of a larger number of medical workers.
Thatis why the Dean’s Office received a request from the
Institute to hire Prof. Milutin Neskovi¢, with a certain
number of collaborators (Act of March 9, 1942, Admin-
istrative Protocol 45/42) A student Dordina Skerovié¢
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was in this group of collaborators, who stopped studying
medicine during the war, but when she graduated from
the faculty after the end of the Second World War, Profes-
sor Neskovi¢ immediately admitted her to the Institute,
where she, after his retirement, as his devoted student
and follower, managed the Institute from 1964-198S,
when she retired.

EARLY RETIREMENT AND REMOVAL FROM THE
FACULTY

As he continued with showing disagreement and resis-
tance during 1942, by the decision of the President of the
Ministerial Council M.S. No. 4487 from December 3,
1942 he was suddenly retired, and the Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, and by decision No. 5495 from Decem-
ber 24, 24 1942 it was decided that Prof. M. Milovanovi¢
would replace Prof. Negkovi¢, and as a new director Prof.
Ilija Puri¢i¢ was appointed, who was also supposed to
handle duties and inventory (Figure 10). As it seems, it
did not go smoothly, as in a short period of time the duty
of temporary director of the Institute was given to Prof.
Ksenofon Sahovi¢ (December 31, 1942), and as soon as
on January 31, 1943 Prof. Neskovi¢ was relieved of his
duties not only as the director of the Physiology Insti-
tute, but also of his title of Full Professor (author’s note:
Atthe dean’s request on 23 November 1942, the Institute
sent the requested report on the scientific research work
of Prof. Milutin Negkovi¢). On February 4, 1943 the po-
sition of the director of the Institute was taken over by
Prof. Ilija Purici¢, a professor of Physiology at the Fac-
ulty of Veterinary Medicine. Prof. Dr. Milutin Negkovi¢
refused to receive the pension that was given then during
the entire war period. Even though the police returned
his personal document on February 12, 1943 (Adminis-
trative Protocol 22/1943), Prof. Neskovi¢ was out of the
University. In that period, Prof. Neskovi¢ spent a year
as the head of the central lazarett for refugee children.
However, after the liberation, by the decision of the Min-
istry of Education dated June 26, 1945, V No. 7570, Prof.

m.v KoMm Bli, xa ydby cn.uhn : ;
)I-p Eu!wol.pu..nm.

a lmm Jl-: RaBo juH, KoReRT.

Houmonja rTpefa xa ce ozMax cacrame
n Xa ME 2O noexy & -
nnoMeRn m3BemrTaje -

OBy oxayky X y mp

Toll-p ~p Bypmumhy,
BEMa mnu:o.‘nnuuu- EHCTRTYTY
paty u Jupex-

Yy Te

TCeKa,P
Topary mnopuun.-
. KYAT; Lexan
= K m MeAWIUECKOF QaxyiTera,
; 2 n.momnom,e.p.
y,!lpxl:
e XKD . '! & p
KOT QaxyiTera,

g

Ia .10 ouj npenmc upn vloua opl

£ T.npog.J-p Mu’y-u!y El
W st _C MoxGoM A8 m3moauTe NOCTYNMTH NPEM& OPeXHo o.uz:il r.Jlexanga .-

Figure 10. Copy of the document on the retirement and dismissal of Prof. Milutin Neskovi¢ and the appointment of Prof. Ilija Puri¢i¢ to the
position of the director of the Institute during the Second World War was obtained thanks to the courtesy of Nenad and Nikola Negkovi¢
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Milutin Neskovi¢ was accepted to the Faculty of Medi-
cine, and as soon as June 28, 1945, he was appointed to at-
tend the ceremony of the Faculty of Medicine in Zagreb.
Immediately after returning to the Faculty of Med-
icine in Belgrade, Prof. Neskovi¢ worked on the recon-
struction of the Institute of Physiology and the Faculty of
Medicine, but also in other fields - he was the first post-
war commissioner for public health in the city of Bel-
grade. In 1949, the reconstruction of the destroyed part
of the building was completed, when the institute moved
to new premises with a modern amphitheater, training
rooms and equipment, a preparatory laboratory and an
operating room. In the basement and on the first floor
of the building there were scientific research laboratories,
the office of the Institute and the library. In the preface to
his work “Practical Teaching in Physiology” from 1950,
Professor Negkovi¢ said (quote): “Earlier, I expressed the
opinion (author’s note: Practical Teaching in Physiology,
second edition, 1941) that practical work in physiology
has two main goals: to facilitate understanding and learn-
ing of facts presented in theoretical lectures and to edu-
cate medical students in a physiological way of reasoning
(in the spirit of understanding) that a good doctor can
only be one who thinks physiologically. Today, this opin-
ion of mine, remaining essentially the same, has been
given a fuller expression. The opinion that teaching in
physiology, and especially practical teaching, should also
fulfill this higher task: to nurture in future doctors with
a physiological way of reasoning about the facts that will
be played out in front of them, should be completed with
a concrete statement: that the task of medical teaching
(including physiology) is to build a new type of doctor,
a medical practitioner, who thinks physiologically when
faced with professional problems, and works in the social
community as a socially aware individual” (15).

LIFE AND CREATIVITY AFTER WORLD WAR I

Shortly after the end of the Second World War and the
great efforts to restore work at the Faculty of Medicine
in Belgrade and the Institute of Physiology, personnel
and ideological problems arose in addition to material
problems. Some professors were accused of “espionage
work for foreign services” (D. Bori¢, Svetislav Stefanovi¢,
Milivoj Genti¢), membership in freemasons, “Serbian
chauvinism?”, getting rich through private practice, coop-
eration with Germans and chetniks (A. Kosti¢, S Barjak-
tarovi¢, D. Bori¢, A¢im Markovi¢ and others), sabotage,
immoral behavior (A. Kosti¢, among other things, was ac-
cused of dealing with “pornographic writings” and “weak
criteria for student lovers”) (Note: of Dorde Stankovi¢’s
private collection, UDBA reports for NRS by faculties,
September 7, 1948). After the conflict with the Soviet
Union in 1948, information about the attitude towards
the conflict and the Resolution of the Informburo was

especially highlighted in the features, reports, and analy-
ses. At the time, the supervision of the Communist Party
and State Security over professors was even more inten-
sified, as well as the activity of individuals who openly
or anonymously provided party or state authorities with
data on the behavior of professors during the war, their
attitude towards the Informburo, etc. The competent
authorities checked the submitted data in detail, inter-
rogated the accused, and controlled the situation at the
University in order to prevent the “potential danger from
the information bureau, but also from the “reactionary”
actions of individuals and groups (note: AS, MNK NRS,
f. 17, Interrogation in a State Security of Milutin Neskov-
i¢ and Marko Anaf, teachers at the Faculty of Medicine).
In addition, for personnel advancement, in addition to
moral and political suitability, research papers were also
required, which of course could not be in the appropriate
number and quality, because the horrors of the war and
the Nazi camps had just passed (16). In this sense, the re-
quest dated April 16, 1952 could also be interpreted. The
dean Prof. Vladimir Spuzi¢ demanded from Prof. Milu-
tin Neskovi¢ a “survey sheet asking for a list of doctors’
research works in the post-war period”.

Furthermore, Professor Miodrag Cvetkovi¢ says:
“Professor Milutin Neskovi¢ was the founder and the di-
rector of the Balneoclimatology Institute of the Faculty
of Medicine in Belgrade, and the founder and director
of the Biochemistry Institute of the Faculty of Medicine
in Belgrade (quote from the records of Prof. Dordina
Skerovié¢-Mijuskovié: “It is a long time to teach at the In-
stitute included the combined contents of physiology and
biochemistry. Later, due to the constant development of
biomedical science and an increase in the volume of ma-
terials from both subjects, there was a separation, that is,
the formation of the Institute of Biochemistry of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine in 1959”). Professor Negkovié wrote sev-
eral textbooks and monographs in the field of physiology
and biochemistry. He wrote the Physiology Practicum
with Professor Ilija Puri¢i¢, and then he wrote the Sup-
plement to Physiology, Practical Teaching in Physiology,
the monograph Ferments, etc. He published numerous
research papers in the field of physiology and biochemis-
try, for which he received the 7 July Award in 1962, and
in 1971 he received an honorary doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Belgrade (Note: According to his son Nenad
Neskovi¢, he was one of the first professors of physiology
at the newly established Faculty of Medicine in Tunisia
over the period 1965-1967, and at that time he lived with
his wife in Carthage.). He is the holder of domestic and
foreign decorations, among others he is the holder of
the Royal Order of the Yugoslav Crown in 1936 and the
Legion of Honor, which the French President awarded
him in 1958” (Figure 11). In the post-war period, Prof.
Neskovi¢ was a vice dean in 1954/55 and the dean twice,
in 1955/56 and 1956/57. He is one of the founders and the
president of the Yugoslav Society of Physiologists (later
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Figure 11. Order of the Legion of Honor awarded to Prof. Milutin
Neskovi¢ by the President of the Republic of France (courtesy of
Nenad and Nikola Neskovic)

Yugoslav Physiological Society), and in 1961, he was the
founder and the president of the section for Serbia of the
Yugoslav Society of Physiologists (Society of Physiolo-
gists of the Republic of Serbia, later Serbian Physiologi-
cal Society). For many years, the department was a nurs-
ery of staff not only in the clinics (teaching bases) of our
school, but also in numerous faculties of the former Yu-
goslavia (Figure 12, Figure 13). For several years, Pro-
fessor Milutin Neskovi¢ taught Physiology at the Faculty
of Medicine in Skopje and Biochemistry at the Faculty of
Medicine in Ni$, he participated and assisted at the newly
founded medical faculties in Novi Sad and Sarajevo. Ac-
cording to the records of Prof. Julijana Vojvodi¢ (quote):
“During the dean’s term in 1956/57, Professor Neskovi¢,
on the initiative of the Faculty of Medicine’s Student As-

sociation, allowed converting several rooms into reading
rooms for students in the facilities of the Faculty of Med-
icine. As a sign of respect and appreciation, the Faculty
Board presented Professor Neskovi¢ with a hunting gun
after the dean’s term expired.”

According to the memories of his grandson Nikola
Neskovi¢, grandfather Milutin was interested in every-
thing - books, poetry, paintings, movies; he went to the
cinema, hung out with fellow artists, wrote poems and
essays. Professor Trajanovi¢, the builder of the incred-
ible bridge on the Purdevi¢a Tara, used to come to his
place on Slava (St. Michael the Archangel). His radio
was always on. When his grandson Nikola, who worked
for many years at Radio Belgrade, edited and hosted the
most popular rock and roll radio show “Friend of the
Stars”, which the whole country listened to at the time,
his grandfather’s question was: “Do you think only young
people listen to this?” He went to football matches too.
On one occasion, when his grandson Nikola told him
that he had had lunch with Moga Marjanovi¢ (because he
used to hang out with his daughter) (author’s note: Blago-
je Marjanovié¢ Mosa, famous Yugoslav football player), his
grandfather Milutin told him to say hello to Mosa, even
though he personally preferred Tirke (author’s note: The
famous football player Aleksandar Tirnanié¢ Tirke). Tirke
and Dr. Mihailo Andrejevi¢ Andrejka (author’s note: Ser-
bian doctor, football player and prominent football work-
er) were regular guests of his Slava. Grandson Nikola
remembers that his grandfather Milutin took him to the
match between veterans of Serbia and Croatia in 1954 at
the Yugoslav Army stadium, and he also told him that he
was present at the old Belgrade fair, when in 1937 televi-

/

Figure 12. The staff of Prof. Dr. Milutin Neskovi¢, the director of the Institute of Physiology. In the first row, from left to right, seated: Miodrag
Cvetkovi¢, Mihailo Mojovi¢, Pordina Skerovi¢, Milutin Neskovi¢, Radmila Segovic’, Dragoljub Petkovi¢, Mileva Ivi¢ and Veselinka Susié.

In the second row, first from the left, Julijana Vojvodi¢; in the middle, Dorde Popovi¢ Erak in a dark suit; in the same row, first on the right,

Dragica Matejevi¢ Stranjanac (behind Mileva Ivi¢) (photographed by Dr. Nenad Negkovié¢ in 1961)
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PROBLEME DU TRAITEZENT INSULINIQUE PORORAL
Bull. d L°Acad. serbe, 1935 g.

UTICAJ TOPLE VRNJAGKE VODE NA HE1JSKU REAXCLIU MOKRACE
Speds Riherdu Burijusu, 1936 g.

REZISTENOLJA ERLPROCIPA KOD LZIVOLINJA U STANJU INZULINSKE
LIPOGLIKELLIE
spem. Kdhards Burijams, 1936 5.

CONTRIBUZION i L°ETUDE DE L ACTION BATHEOTROPE )li’/-iﬁi"‘ D ORIGINE
VELNQ=S1NUSALE
Aota pathelogion, T, 1ils fu 3,1939, Besgrad

DE LA PHYSIOLOGIE DU MYQCAKDE
Acta Medica Jugesiavica, Vel,IV.1950, Pase. 3.

DE L4 PHYSIOLOGLE OFTIQUE: I.SUR L°EXPERIORISANTION DE LA

SENSASIENS VISUELLE.II.SUR LA GRANDEUR DE LIPAGE REELLEE? LES
VAEIATIONS DE SES VALEUS
Acta Medisa Jugeslavies, 1953, Vel. VII.Fass. 3.

DE QUELQUES INFLUINGES PHYSI0LOGIQUOA DF Ls PANGGHERAPLE A IGALD
Stampan u Zberniku redeva luos kengresa
1 klimatelogije u Opatill, 1955, 123 - 128,

52/ METODA SMEWJIVAEJA KA PRECAG U MONOKULAKNOJ PRIMENL KOD KONSB=

KUTAVNIN LIKOVA NASTALIE PRI MONOXUIARNOM GLEDANJU PREDKEM (II)
Rad izleden na III Keugresu fizislega Jugeslavijs, 1-3 jun,1961

5 OF DiE JERVA DPULSA OF THE NANTITY OP RODOPSIN
o = WE OF GUINEA-PIOZ

Rad prialjen na Asngresu (imternseisnalsi) Blefizike, Stekhels,
31 3ul - & avsust, 1961

SFISAK RAOVA FROF, DF, M, NASKOVIGA 13 BIOMEMLIX

-

FAILOG FOTHAYANJU OUNCSA METABOLIZNA BELANCEVINA, LIFIOA, GLICIDA 1 PAO-

MENE GLIKEKIJE BEESTERIFIAOVABLM MASNIH KISELINA 1 UKUFNIN BELANCEWINA
KRVEE FLAZEE FaSA U sLIMANTARSOJ HEPEALIFEMIJY TAAZVANOJ FOSLE GLADOVABIAG

Frof. Dr. Weikovid, J. Sojamavié, I. lmdenovié, 1j, Stefamovié, L. ku-
116, M. Borblé & D. Kowtid.
OGlaanik fem. Orubtva, Bgd., 23-26, M3 (1960-61)

2, UDNOS MEPABOLIZNA BELAGEVINA, LdFLJA I GLIGLUA, 1i GBJSTTO INTRAVENSKE
INJBESISE GAIEGGS A MASHE KLSSLINE KRVEE PLATME Pasa U GLAGOVABYU.

Prof. M. Neakovid, I. intemovid, J. Bojamovid, A, Jeveovié, P. Mils-
Bevid, 1. Bulié 1 L, Stefamovid,
ete Bed. Tugoslav., 16, 20 (1962)

3. GUMDS MEZABOLIZNA BELANCEVINA, L1#I0a I GLICEDA, V, DEJSTYO INFUZLSON
DATE GLIKOZE NA MASNZ KISELTNE FLADME PaSd 1 QIADOVANJU 1 HIFERLIFEMIII.

Acta Med. Iugoalav., 2K, 136-147 (1967)

4. OUBDS METABOLIZNA BELANCEVINA, LIelba I GA10LbA, I¥ DEJSTTO INTRAVENSKE LXH
IBJEKSIIE GLIKDEE BA MASNE KISELINE KAVAE PLAZME EaSA U ALTMENTARNOJ
HIFERLIZEMLIL IZAEVABOY FO5LE GLALCVANIA.

sata Med. Ingomlev., 1§, 213 (1962)

5. THE KELATION METWEEN THE METABOLISM OF FROTEINS, LIFIDS AND GLYCIDS, III
THE EFBOTS OF OLICOSE OF SROTEINS OF [OGS IN FAS?ING AND HYFERLIFEMIA,

¥ medjusaradni kongres blohemije u Moskvi, 1362,

. SPECTS OF INSULIN OB MEPABILISH OF BROTEINS, LIFIDS AND GLOCIONS, VI Ad-

TI0N OF GLUCOSE OB THE TNSULID CLEAKING EFBCTS

Zhormic Tedeve Med. fak. Beograd, 1, 3. 1962g.

Autord radova:

3o Ma Nedkovid, J. Bejamevid, LJ. Stefamevid, M. Derbid, I. fupid,
Eocialarid il el

4. M , B Liveovid, M. Corbid, J. Bojunowié, . Klademowid

5. . Nelkovid, J. Bojanovié, D. Fwvlovid, M. Corbid i F. Milokevid

6a Ma Melkovid, J. Bojanovi, K. Corbid, 1J. Stefamovid, f. Mlademo-
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Figure 13. The list of publications by Professor Milutin Neskovi¢ in the scientific fields of physiology and biochemistry (in Serbian)

sion was presented for the first time in southern Europe.
Professor Dr. Milutin Neskovi¢, one of the first pro-
fessors of the newly founded Faculty of Medicine, died

on August 13, 1980, in Belgrade. He was buried in the Al-

ley of Meritorious Citizens in Belgrade. On this occasion,  «
the newspaper “Politika” published the article entitled
“In Memoriam Prof. Milutin Neskovi¢” on August 1S,
1980. He was married and had two sons: Prof. Predrag
Neskovi¢, a professor of Microbiology at the Faculty of
Dentistry, and Prof. Nenad Negkovi¢, a former assistant
at the Biochemistry Institute of the Faculty of Medicine
in Belgrade, later a professor of Biochemistry, who lives  «
in Strasbourg, France. Grandson Nikola Neskovi¢, who
helped me tremendously in the preparation of this text, is

the son of Professor Predrag Neskovic.

PUBLISHED TEXTBOOKS, MONOGRAPHS
AND TRANSLATION BY PROFESSOR MILUTIN
NESKOVIC (IN SERBIAN):

Neskovi¢ M. Se¢erna bolest: sa prakti¢nim uputstvi-
ma o njenom lecenju. Izd. Stamparija Privredni pre-
gled, 1938. COBISS.SR-ID - 45822983

Duri¢i¢ I, Neskovi¢ M. Fizioloski praktikum (sa pred-
govorom Dr Riharda Burijana prof. Univ.). Izd. Izda-
vacko i knjizarsko preduzece Geca Kon A.D., Beo-
grad, 1941. COBISS.SR-ID - 101285376

Neskovi¢ M. Fiziologija (dopuna i izmene ranijih
skripta). Izd. Stamparija Davidovi¢, Beograd, 1946.
COBISS.SR-ID - 43767559

« Neskovi¢ M. Fermenti. Izd. Nau¢na knjiga, Beograd,

1948.
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Neskovi¢ M. Prakti¢na nastava iz fiziologije. Izd. Nau¢-
na knjiga, Beograd, 1950. COBISS.SR-ID - 43769607
Neskovi¢ M. Secerna bolest. Izd. Nau¢na knjiga, Beo-
grad, 1954. COBISS.SR-ID - 45831431, COBISS.SR-
1D - 175222835

Neskovi¢ M. Osnovi normalne ishrane. Izd. Zdrav-
stveni narodni univerzitet, Beograd, 1957. COBISS.
SR-ID - 41214471

Neskovi¢ M. Sta treba znati o le¢enju u banjama. Izd.
Zdravstveninarodni univerzitet, Beograd, 1958. CO-
BISS.SR-ID - 45899271

Neskovi¢ M. Prakti¢na nastava iz fiziologije (drugo iz-
danje, preradeno i dopunjeno). I1zd. Medicinska knji-
ga, Beograd Zagreb, 1959. COBISS.SR-ID - 2646408

Udzbenik fiziologije. Autori: Bikov KM, Vladimirov
GE, DelovVE, Slonim AD (tre¢e preradenoidopunje-
no izdanje). Prevodioci: Neskovi¢ M, Skerovié-Miju-
$kovi¢ B, Petkovi¢ D, Cvetkovi¢ M. Izd. Medicinska
knjiga Beograd Zagreb, 1960, 1965. COBISS.SR-ID —
141317639, COBISS.SR-ID - 146910983

Neskovi¢ M, Jovanovi¢ V. Bolesti bubrega. Izd. Me-
dicinska knjiga Beograd Zagreb, 1960. COBISS.SR-
ID - 140861703

Neskovi¢ M, Jovanovi¢ V. Zdravi i bolesni bubrezi.
Izd. Medicinska knjiga Beograd Zagreb, 1961, 1968,
1976. COBISS.SR-ID - 80989191, COBISS.SR-ID -
84765703, COBISS.SR-ID - 122500359

Neskovi¢ M. Elementi biofizike (za redovnu i postdi-
plomsku nastavu iz medicine). Izd. Medicinska knjiga
Beograd Zagreb, 1971. COBISS.SR-ID - 26358031
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POCECI RADA | OBNOVA INSTITUTA ZA MEDICINSKU FIZIOLOGUU
MEDICINSKOG FAKULTETA UNIVERZITETA U BEOGRADU KROZ STVARALASTVO
| KARAKTER OBNOVITELJA PROFESORA MILUTINA NESKOVICA

Dragan Djuri¢t

Sazetak

Sa protokom vremena i u nedostatku kvalitetne arhivske
grade, kako na Institutu, tako i na Medicinskom fakultetu,
aimajuciuvidu ,kulturu secanja”, rad na ovom tekstu koji
predstavlja nastavak rada na publikovanoj monografiji
povodom obeleZzavanja 100 godina od osnivanja
Instituta za medicinsku fiziologiju Medicinskog fakulteta
Univerziteta u Beogradu i zapocinjanja nastave, bio je
izuzetno izazovan poduhvat. Tekstovi koje su kolege
nastavnici ranije objavili u izdanjima fakulteta povodom
raznih jubileja, ali i u ¢asopisu ,Srpski arhiv”, znacajno
su pomogli realizaciji ovog poduhvata. Posebno treba
ista¢i spremnost i ljubaznost u pruzanju znacajnog
istoriografskog materijala, dokumenata i fotografija,
¢lanova porodica profesora Riharda Burijana iz SAD (Jim

Huntington, Richard M. Burian), Milutina Neskovic¢a iz
FrancuskeiBeograda (NenadiNikola Neskovi¢)iBoZidara
Nikoli¢a (Emilija Nikoli¢ Bori¢), a zatim i mnogobrojnih
kolega iz nase zemlje, ukljucujudi i Vojislava Vokija
Kostica, sina ¢uvenih profesora Aleksandra B. Kostica i
Smilje Joksi¢-Kosti¢. Svima dugujem veliku zahvalnost,
jer su omogudili da se ovi vazni podaci sistematizuju.
Ipak, svestan sam da ovo nece biti potpun tekst, koji se
pre svega bavio pocecima rada i obnovom porusenog
Instituta, kao i jednim izuzetnim profesorom i patriotom,
prof.dr Milutinom Neskovicem, obnoviteljem porusenog
Instituta posle zavrsetka Drugog svetskog rata, Ciji lik i
delo, kao i ¢vrstina karaktera, mogu biti uzor buduc¢im
generacijama nastavnika i saradnika.
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