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ABSTRACT

Although qualitative research methods are
increasingly used in medicine, PhD students in
biomedical fields rarely choose these methods
for their theses. In a two-session, unstructured
meeting of professor and his 2™ year PhD stu-
dents in the field of medicine the issue of using
qualitative research methods for PhD thesis was
openly discussed, and notes from the discussion
were semantically analyzed. The students all
agreed that they would not choose a qualitative
research method for their PhD thesis, because
they believed that qualitative research is more
prone to bias, less reliable than quantitative re-
search and with fewer chances to be accepted by
the scientific community. If qualitative research
methods are to be more utilized by PhD students
of medicine in the future, much should be done
on education of PhD students and on promotion
of these methods among the academic staff.
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CAXKETAK

Mana ce KBaJUTaTUBHE METOIE HCTPaKu-
Bama CBE BHCE KOPUCTE Yy MEOUIHMHHU, CTYIEHT
JOKTOPCKHX CTyIHja Ha OMOMeOUUUHCKUM (a-
KyJITETUMa Ce PETKO OJUTYUY]jy 3@ TaKBE METOIE Y
u3panu cBojux Te3a. Ha nBa HecTpykTypupaHa
cacraHka mmpodecopa U CTyleHaTa JIpyre roauHe
JOKTOPCKHUX CTyIHja M3 O0NacTH MEIUIMHE pa-
3roBapaHo je 0 Kopuuhewmy KBaJIUTATHBHUUX
METO/Ia HCTPAXNUBaKa y U3Paan JOKTOPCKHUX M-
cepTauyja, Ipyu 4emy Ccy 3a0eNeliKe ca cacTaHaka
CeMaHTHUKU aHanusupaHe. CTyoeHTH Cy ce
carmacwid Ja He Ou n3alpanyd KBaJIUTaTHBHH
METO/I UCTPaKUBaa 3a CBOjy TE3Y, jep cMaTpajy
Jia je KBaJIUTaTUBHO HCTPAXKMBaIE MOIIOKHH]jE
MOjaBU CHCTEMAaTCKE TpeIIKe, J1a je Mame I0Y-
30aHO Ol KBAHTUTATHBOT HMCTPAKUBama U Ja je
Mama BepoBaTHoha na he pesyarate TakBor
UCTpaXKMBaha TMPHUXBATUTH HAy4YHA 3ajelHULIA.
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Jla Ou KBanMTAaTHBHE METO/E UCTPAXKUBAKA CTY-
JIeHTH JAOKTOPCKHX CTyAWja W3 objactu Omome-
JIMHE BUIE KOpUCTHIN y OuayhHocTH, Tpeba
MHOTO YYMHUTH Ha JOJATHOM 00pa3oBamy CTy-
JieHaTa W Ha MPOMOLMUjH OBUX MeTona mely Ha-
CTaBHUIMMA M CapaJHULIMA.

Kibyune peum: KBalIuMTaTUBHE METOAE
UCTpaXMBamkha; MEAWLIMHA; JTOKTOPCKA AucepTa-
nuja

Dear Editor,

qualitative research methods are increasingly
used in medicine, especially in the area of public
health research, although they could be used in
any area'. However, PhD students in biomedical
fields rarely choose these methods for their the-
ses””. Considering high applicability ~of
qualitative research methods in medicine and
relatively low costs, qualitative research is
certainly an interesting option for PhD thesis.
We were interested to understand views and opi-
nions of the PhD students from the field of me-
dicine considering use of qualitative methods in
their future theses in order to explain their
relatively low utilization.

The question of using qualitative research
methods for PhD thesis was raised during regu-
lar classes with 2™ year PhD students at Faculty
of Medical Sciences (FMS), University of Kra-
gujevac, Serbia, during the winter semester
2014/15. On two occasions professor put this to-
pic on agenda in a group of 19 students, allowing
enough time for open expression of opinions and
discussion. The professor acted as a moderator,
explaining basics of qualitative research methods
in the beginning, putting initial questions, and
letting the students fully express what they had
on mind. Between the two sessions the students
had an opportunity to further explore the issue of
qualitative research methods in medicine by
themselves. Two students were taking notes
from the first session, and after semantic analysis
performed by the professor, they presented the
main concepts to other students on the second
session, when final consensus was made. It sho-
uld be noted that the students heard only general
remarks about qualitative research methods du-
ring their study course prior the first session of
this discussion.

The students all agreed that they would not
choose a qualitative research method for their
PhD thesis. The prevailing reasons for such atti-
tude stressed out by the students were: (1)
qualitative research is more difficult to conduct,

since it demands deep knowledge of the subject;
(2) investigator bias is hard to avoid in
qualitative research; (3) belief that statistics
which comes with quantitative studies is essen-
tial part of any serious research; (4) quantitative
research in medicine is more easily accepted by
the research community and the university
committees; (5) belief that qualitative research
does not offer anything more than quantitative
research can already achieve. Although with
generally negative attitude towards qualitative
research, the student expressed interest in this
type of research, and generally liked the idea.

The negative attitude of the PhD students
towards the qualitative research methods is at le-
ast partly consequence of being insufficiently
informed about the subject, since the students
expressed incorrect statements about scientific
invalidity and exclusive bias-proneness of
qualitative methods. The PhD study program at
FMS did not include special units devoted to
qualitative research methods in the past®, so the
students had only basic formal knowledge about
these methods. On the other hand, the students
were afraid that research committees of the
University would not accept qualitative research
proposals because at this university out of 309
PhD theses defended so far in the field of medi-
cine only a few were partially based on
qualitative research’. It seems that rather focused
research culture at the university which in the fi-
eld of medicine favors quantitative research
methods is also responsible for underutilization
and lack of extensive formal education in regard
to the qualitative research methods.

In order to increase utilization of qualitative
research methods in medicine PhD study curri-
cula should include extensive obligatory lessons
and practical instructions about qualitative re-
search methods with examples of their successful
employment in medical science. Besides, much
more should be done on presentation and
promotion of these methods to academic staff of
medical schools in general, in order to increase
their receptivity for new approaches and research
ideas which could be investigated only by
qualitative methods, or by combination of both
qualitative and quantitative methods.
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