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Editor’s Note:

INTERNATIONAL VISEGRAD PROJECT:
POSSIBILITIES AND BARRIERS FOR INDUSTRY 4.0
IMPLEMENTATION IN SMEs IN V4 COUNTRIES AND SERBIA

Ivan Mihajlovi¢*
University of Belgrade, Technical Faculty in Bor, Vojske Jugoslavije 12, 19210 Bor, Serbia

Abstract

This issue of Serbian Journal of Management (SJM 17(1) 2021), is dedicated to digitalisation of the
small and medium sized enterprises through contemporary concept of Industry 4.0. Accordingly, the
articles published in this issue are all dealing with the different aspects of digitalisation of the business
processes, methods and tools consisted in the Industry 4.0 paradigm and their utilisation in the
everyday practice of the SMEs. Part of the articles published in this issue are directly presenting the
results of the project: Possibilities and barriers for Industry 4.0 implementation in SMEs in V4
countries and Serbia, which was financially supported by the International Visegrad Fund, under the
grant number: 22110036. In frame of the project, research group consisted fro scholars from all four
Visegrad group countries, as well as researchers from Serbia, have prepared the measuring scale -
questionnaire to assess the level of digitalisation of the SMEs in their region. Also, they assessed the
entrepreneurs opinion on the Industry 4.0 and its applicability in their business operations. The main
purpose of this investigation was to identify both possibilities and the barriers for I 4.0 implementation
at the SMEs level. Obtained results of this research are presented in part of the manuscripts published
in this issue. Also, part of the manuscripts in this issue are invited from the authors who are also
investigating in the field of digitalisation and Industry 4.0, but are not included in the mentioned
project.
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1. INTRODUCING THE PROJECT

Modern technologies based on Industry
4.0 can initiate the change of the business
environment (Ustundag & Cevikcan, 2018),
especially in SMEs sector. This opens a new
field in research and possibilities for
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continuing and strengthening academic
collaboration among partner institutions in
Visegrad countries (V4) and Serbia with the
focus on acceptance and barriers for Industry
4.0 concepts in SMEs. The aim of this
project was to analyse the level of
recognition and acceptance of the
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Figure 1. The official logo of the
International Visegrad Fund

digitalisation and I 4.0 concept in V4
countries and Serbia. The activities of the
project: “Possibilities and barriers for
Industry 4.0 implementation in SMEs in V4
countries and Serbia”, are all presented on
the project web page:
https://mksm.sjm06.com/visegrad-project-
2021-possibilities-and-barriers-for-industry-
4-0-implementation-in-smes-in-v4-
countries-and-serbia/.

Project Coordinator is Prof. dr Ivan
Mihajlovic, from the University of Belgrade,
Technical Faculty in Bor, who is also Editor-
in-Chief of the Serbian Journal of
Management. Obtained results of the project,
inspired the idea that this issue of the journal
should be dedicated to this important aspect
of business processes, e.g the digitalisation
of the SMEs operations, based on the
concept of Industry 4.0.

Project team from University in Belgrade,
Technical Faculty in Bor, Serbia: Prof. dr
Isidora MiloSevi¢; Professor dr Danijela
Voza and Assistant Professor Sanela Arsic.

Implementation period of the project:
01/06/2021-31/03/2022.

2. PARTNERS OF THE PROJECT

Official V4 partners that will participate
in the project activities and the events are:

University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in
Trnava; web-page of the partner institution:
http://www.ucm.sk

Obuda University, Keleti Faculty of
Business and Management — Hungary; web-
page of the partner institution: http://uni-
obuda.hu

Tomas Bata University in Zlin — Czech
Republic ; web-page of the partner
institution: www.utb.cz

University of Economics in Katowice —
Poland; web-page of the partner institution:
http://www.ue katowice.pl/
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MEBYHAPOIHU ITPOJEKAT BULIEI'PAJICKE ®OHJAIINJE:
MOI'YRHOCTH U IPENIPEKE 3A UMIIVIEMEHTALINJY
NHAYCTPUJE 4.0 Y MCII ¥ 3BEMJbAMA BUILIEI'PAJICKE

I'PYIIE U CPBUJN

NBan Muxajnosuh

H3Box

OBo mnmame vacormmca ‘““‘Serbian Journal of Management” (CJM 17(1) 2021) nocseheno je
IUTHTAIM3AIMJH MaldX U CpeAmux npenyseha kpo3 caBpemenu kxonuent Mapyctpuje 4.0. CxomHo
TOME, CBH WIaHIU 00jaB/beHH y OBOM Opojy OaBe ce pa3iMuuTHM acleKThMa JUTHTAIN3aluje
MOCJIOBHUX Tpolleca, MeTolaMa M ajlaTuMa KOju ce 3acHuBajy Ha mapagurmu Wanyctpuje 4.0 u
MoryhHOCTHMa HHXOBOT Kopuiihema y CBaKOJHEBHO] NMPAaKCH MaluX M cpenmux mpexyseha. Jleo
YyjaHaka 00jaBJbeHHX Y OBOM OpOjy AMPEKTHO NpeAcTaBiba pe3yaTare mpojexta: MoryhHocTn u
Oapujepe 3a ummiemenTaunjy Muanycrpuje 4.0 y MCII y 3emspama B4 u CpOuju, xoju je prHaHCH]CKH
nozapxkao Melyynaponuu Bumerpanacku ¢oHzn, nox Opojem rpanra: 22110036. Y okBupy mpojekra,
UCTpaXMBayKa rpyna Kojy Cy YMHWIM HayYHMIIM U3 CBE YETHPH 3eMJbe Buierpajacke rpyme, Kao u
uctpaxuBauyd u3 CpOuje, NPUOPEMUIH Cy MEpHY CKaly — YyNHTHUK 3a IPOLEHY CTeleHa
murutanuzanyje MCII y cBom pernony. Takole, oleHmIm cy MULIUBbEHE pey3eTHHKA 0 MHayCcTpuju
4.0 1 BEHO] IPUMEHH y HBUXOBOM IIOCIIOBamy. [TlaBHA CBpXa OBOT HCTpaKHBama OWiia je Ja ce
UAEHTU(HKY]y Kako MOryhHOCTH, Tako W mpemnpeke 3a uMiuiemMenTaunjy M 4.0 Ha HUBOy Maiux H
cpenmux mnpemyseha. JloOwjeHn pesyntaTé OBOT HCTpaXkKuBama MPHKA3aHU Cy y Jelly pyKomuca
00jaBsbeHHX Y 0BOM Opojy. Takole, Aeo pykomuca y oBoM Opojy MpeAcTBIba paloBe MO TIO3UBO ayTopa
KOjU Takohe uCTpaxyjy y oOmactu aurutanuzaudje u Mugycrpuje 4.0, anm HUCY YKIbYYEHH Y
MOMEHYTH TIPOjeKaTt.
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