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BPUTAHCKA ITIOJIMTUKA HA BAJIKAHY:

OcBprT Ha kwury Anekcannpa Pacrosuha Benuka Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku sunajeti
1877-1912. jogune, 3aBog 3a ynbenuke, beorpan, 2015, ctp. 256.

Caxerak. Qopmymucarme 6puTaHCKe
nomutuke Ha banmkany n npema Cpbuju,
BEJIVIKA BPUTAHMJA Kkpos .I/ICTOpI/IjCKe TIpouece AyTOT Tpajaiba,
11 KOCOBCKU jecTe jemHa of sHa4ajHIX ¥ jOLI HEFOBOTHHO
UCTPaKEHNUX TeMa U Iopef OPOjHMX KIbITa,
YTaHaKa 11 TeKcToBa. [Iy6nmkoBame Kibure
Benuxa Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku eunajeiil
1877-1912, aytopa mpod. fp AjeKkcaH-
npa Pacrosuha, Koju ce off IIoYeTKa CBOje
aKaj/ieMCKe Kapujepe IOCBETIO U3ydaBarby
OpUTaHCKO-CPIICKUX OJHOCA, Nokpehe HO-

BY HAay4HY JIVICKYCH]y.
Kbyyne peum: Bemmka bpuranmja,

Bankan, Cp6uja, KocoBcku Bumajet, kpaj
19. u mouerax 20. Beka.

BMJIAJET

Y nepuopy Kajia ce y jaABHOM MIbEIbY
HaIJIalllaBa Kako ce ,bpuranuja Bpaha Ha
Bankan” u aHanusupa caomurrerse Komu-
tera 3a MehyHaponHe ogHoce 1 [loma nopposa Benuke bpuranmje (janyap 2018. roguse)
y KOMe Ce KOHCTaTyje fa ,OpuTaHcku ytunaj Ha bankany omaga ok yruuaj Pycuje pa-
cre” (Wintur, 2018), moyke 13 IpOIUIOCTI IOCTajy IyTOKa3 pasyMeBatba IeOHOINTUYKIX
opHOCa, aHanu3se MebhyHapopgHor monoxaja Cpbuje u cpegcTBo popmupara AUIIOMAT-
ckmx craBoBa. Beh je mapra 2017. ropuue 6purancka npemujepka Tepesa Mej (Theresa
May) caonmrrwaa ga he Bennka Bpurannja 6ntu gomahnu camura o 3amaguom Bankany,
IpM YeMy je Har/lacuaa 3a0pMHYTOCT 3a NMUTama 6e36eHOCTU U CTAOMIHOCTH Peruo-
Ha (B92, 2017a). Ouexkyje ce fa jyma 2018. roguHe Benuka bpuranuja 6yae somahnu ca-
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MUTa 3eMajba EBpoIICcKe yHUje U IpefcTaBHMKA 3eMajba pernoHa 3anajgHor bankana. ¥
Cr0/bHOj monmuTULY Bennke bpuranmje nctude ce moppiika seM/baMa OBOT PETMOHA Jia
ce npupapyxe EBporckoj yanju. IToBpaTak 6puTaHCKOr MHTepecoBama 3a baka ornexa
Ce U y [PYTUM IOTe3MMa KpeaTopa 1 HOoHOocuIana omryka. CpeguHoM HoBeMOpa 2017.
TOIYIHE JJOLIO je Ko OGpuraHckor npoTecta CypyHaMy, HAKOH LITO je HOMeHYTa Jp)KaBa
HoByK/Ia mpusHame KocoBa 1 Metoxuje (B92, 2017b). To je jour jeman mokas za je, mo-
Pern pelllaBama YHYTpPALIBUX NUTaba U pefeduHmcama ofHoca ca EBporckoM yHIjoM,
HaXma OPUTAHCKMX AUIUIOMATa, MOJMTUYAPA M AP)KaBHUKA yCMepeHa 1 Ka Bajkamy.
IInrame M/beBa ¥ KOHTUTHYNUTETa OpUTAHCKE TONMNUTHKE Ha bamKaHy aKTyen30BaHoO je
HakoH Bpersura (Ker-Lindsay, 2015, cTp. 24-29), a 1 ca acIieKTa OTBapama A1jaaora o
Kocosy n Metoxuju y Cpbuju.

PasymeBamy calalilbOCTI, a IIpe CBera CXBaTakby KOHTMHYUTETA CIIO/bHE IO THAKE
Benuke bpuranuje Ha bankany Kpo3 3Hambe 0 IPOLUIOCTH, JOIPUHOCK KIbITaA Ipodeco-
pa Anexcanzipa Pacrosuha Benuxa Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku sunajetti 1877-1912. iogume
y usgamy 3aBofa 3a yibenuke (Rastovi¢, 2015). 3acHOBaHa Ha Map/bUBO IIPUKYIUBEHIM
APXMBCKVM U3BOPMMA IOXPAmbeHNM ¥ OKBUPY 36upku u ¢poxposa Gopun oduca (Public
Record Office, Foreign Office), Apxusa Cpbuje, Apxusa CAHY n Apxusa Jyrocnasuje,
Kao 1 Ha pepepeHTHO] INTEepaTypy Ha BHUIIE je31Ka, IOMEHyTa MOHOrpaduja OCBeT/baBa
mpoljece pasyMeBama crenuduuHoctu bankana u ¢opMuparma CTaBOBa 3BaHIYHE
criopHe nonnTUKe Benuke Bputanuje. AyTop ce ompenenno fa UCTPAXU U OFHOC Opu-
TaHCKe jaBHOCTI, I10jaBy TEKCTOBA y LITAMIIN, CTABOBA HAyYHIKA ¥ HOBMHAPA IIPEMa re0-
HOMUTHYKUM IIPOMEHaMa Koje je OTBOPMO y/Ia3aK VICTOYHOr muUTama y 3aBpLIHy (asy.
VcroBpemeHO, KibMra je 3Ha4ajaH AONPUHOC pasyMeBamy caBpeMeHux mpobmema Ko-
coBa 1 MeToxuje ca acnekTa Hay4yHO 3acHOBaHUX ummbeHuna. Ilepuon on 1877. ropm-
He 70 1912. ropuHe, Kao XpOHOJIOLIKM OKBYP MOHOrpaduje, omoryhasa yBuy y aHamusy
II0javaHOT MHTepecoBama Benmnke Bpurannje sa mpocrop bankana u gepunncame 6pu-
TaHCKMX MHTEPeca Ha OBOM IIPOCTODY.

Kwura Benuxa Bpuiianuja u Kocoscku eunajeitt 1877-1912. iogure cafipXu Tpu
uenuHe. XpOHOMIOUWIKM OKBUP IpBe LieMHE ,bpurancka nommuruka mpema Kocosckom
BIWIAjeTy y Apyroj momoBuHU 19. Beka” obyxBara IepMOf Of OCHMBama KocoBckor
Buajera 1877. rogune o 1903. ropuHe, Kaga Jomasu 1o no6yHe xpumrhaHa Ha IPOCTOPY
Burossckor 1 ComyHcKor Bulajera. ¥3 objallmaBame OpuTaHcke monuTuke mpema Oc-
MaHCKOM LJapCTBY Ha IIpea3y BeKOBa, KPO3 M3BELITaje AMIIOMAara o cTamy y Kocos-
CKOM BUIajeTy mocie bepnmHCKor KOHTpeca, Kibura oMoryhasa yBup y TemMe/be OffHOCa
npema murtawky KocoBa u Metoxuje y 6puranckoj momutuiy. [TocebHy maxmsy ayTop
je mocBeTno dopmuparmy AnbaHCKe nure, JOKyMEHTMMa Koji omucyjy nporon Cpba u
cBefoue o ynagumMa Anbanana Ha repuropuje Kuexxesnue (Kpamesnte ox 1882. rognse)
Cpb6uje. 3Ha4ajHO je Aa ce y OBOM JieTy ca acrekTa Benuke Bpuranuje omucyjy mporouu
ncrakuytux Cpba of KOHCTUTyHUCa®ka BOjHOT cyAa (Jusanu Ypduje) y Ipummrtnan 1882.
TOfiYIHe ca LM/beM IIOHOBHOT yBoDema pefa m Mypa Ha mpoctopy Kocosckor Bumajeta
HakoH mo6yHe ITpuspencke nure, ofHOCHO cyhera AnbaHIMa KOjU CY IPY>KaIu OTIIOP
perynapHoj Typckoj Bojcuu. [Ipyra nenuna ,,Enrnesu u KocoBcku BunajeT y npensedepje
ITpsor cBerckor para” nmocsehena je ananusy craBosa Benuke Bpuranuje mpema mogpydjy
Kocosckor BumajeTa of 1903. rofuHe [0 MoBpaTKa OBMX IIPOCTOPA HAKOH BUIIIEBEKOBHE
OCMaHCKe B/IafjaBIHe y CacTaB CpIICKe Ap>kase 1912. rognue. Hakon moparaka o 6puraH-
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CKMM Ca3HambUMa O HaCUby M TEPOPY, Kao ¥ HaCTOjambuMa Jla ce CIpoBefy pedopMe Ha
eBpOICKuM fienoBrMa OCMaHCKOT LjapcTaBa 1 TMMe o4dyBa mocrojehu craryc, unranar
ce cycpehe u ca aHanmu3om ctaBoBa 0 KocOBCKOM BuIajeTy TOKOM paclpaBa y IapiaMeH-
Ty Benuxe Bpuranuje. IToce6Ho je nspsojen craB Bemke Bpuranuje npema Kocosckom
Buajety TokoM IIpBor 6ankanckor para. Tpeha nennua ,,Bprrancka jaBaoct o Kocos-
cxoM Buajery” mocBeheHa je cTaBoBMMa OPUTAHCKOT jaBHOT Mibera KpajeM 19. u mo-
geTkoM 20. Beka mpema mpocropy crape Cpbuje, umju feo je mpepcraspao u KocoBckn
BuIajet. Ha kpajy kibure, Pactouh unraony npy»xa yBuj 1 y CraBoBe caBpeMeHe aHIJIO-
cakcoHcke ucropuorpaguje o Kocosckom sumajery, Cpbuma u AnbaHijuma y Hepuogy of
1877. mo 1912. roguse.

PeBusuja MCTOPUjCKUX UMEbEHMIIA ¥ EHMXOBA 37I0YIOTpeda y [HEBHOIOMTUTUYKE
CBpXe, TIOACTAK/IM Cy ayTopa Ha TO Ja 3aBPUIHU €0 KHIUTe TI0OCBeTH MOMEHYTOj Ipo-
OmeMaTHIIM ¥ KPUTUYKM aHAa/M3Upa pafioBe 1 Kibure Koje cy nocsehene ncropuju Ko-
coBa, Bankana, Cp6uje, cprcko-anbaHCKMX OCHOCA Y HepHoy ¢ Kpaja 19. u noyerka 20.
Beka. TeMe/beHO je aHanM3MpaHa I0jaBa U YTUIA] KEbUTE eHITIeCKOT uctopudapa Hoema
Marnkonma (Noel Malcolm) Kocoso. Kpaitixa uciiiopuja (Kosovo. A Short History), Kojy
je 1998. ropuHe myOnIMKOBAO YIIELHM JTOHAOHCKY m3maBad Maxmmman (Macmillan).
PacroBuh noce6Ho Haranrasa ia je MajIkoiM ,,CBECHO 3aHeMapyBao peleBaHTHe CPIICKe
U3BOpE M TUTEPATYPY, U IOHYAMNO HOBY OLleHy KapaKTepa 6aTKaHCKMX PaTOBa, MI3HepIO
CMHTAarmy o CpIICKOj KOJIOHMja/IHOj ynpasu Ha KocoBy u Meroxuju Hakon 1912. rofume,
U TeHJEHI[MO3HO CaKpMO HeKe OCHOBHE apryMeHTe KOji TOBOpe O HUMANO MAVINIHIM
CPIICKO-aI6aHCKMM OJHOCUMA, KOjJ CY, 110 ayTOPY, opeMeheHN J0TackoM CPIICKMX OKY-
maropa u komoHusaropa” (Rastovié, 2015, ctp. 208).

ITopen moMeHyTe KibWTe, aHAM3MPAHA Cy U TyMauema M3HeTa y TeKCTy Puyapza
Kpemmrona (Richard Kempton) Benuke 6ankarcke unysuje (The Great Balkan Illusions),
oTOM CcTaBoBM Hpodecopa VMinrsana Jeaka (Istvan Dedk) ca Yuusepsurera Konymbuja
us Ibyjopka y Texcry M3 aipouwinocitiu (Out of the Past) n npodecopa Tomaca Emepa-
ta (Thomas Emmert) ca xoneya I'yctas Afondyc y texcry Cyipoiiciiasmarve Muiia y
Kpatuxoj ucitiopuju Kocosa (Challenging Myth in a Short History of Kosovo), Kao 1 Kibure
Mupauge Bukepc (Miranda Vickers) Anbanyu: mogepna ucitiopuja (The Albanians:
A Modern History), Pobepra Kamnana (Robert Kaplan) Bankawncku gyxosu. Ilyiti kpo3
uciiopujy (Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History), Puaapna Xoma (Richard Hall) Ban-
kaucku paimiosu 1912-1913. Yeog y Ilpsu ceetticku paiii (Balkans wars 1912-1913. Prelude
to First World War) u Kpucrodepa Kmapxa (Christopher Clark) Meceuapu. Kaxo je Espo-
ia kperyna y paiti 1914. (Sleepwalkers. How Europe Went to War in 1914). Pacrosuh us-
HOCH OLIeHe /Ia je Off paToBa Ha IPOCTOPY OuBIIIe JyrocIaBuje, jefHOCTPAHOT POITIAlIeha
HesaBucHocT KocoBa 1 obenexaBama CTOTOAMIINIE OGalKaHCKMX paToBa, Kao I
IIpBor CBEeTCKOT para, aHITIOCAKCOHCKA MICTOPUjCKa HayKa IyO/IMKOBasa Kibure Koje cy
06e/IeXIIN HepeleBaHTH HOJalM, HpeKpajatba UCTOPHMjCKUX YMIbEHNIA, IPOU3BO/bHA
TyMadema U CybjeKTMBHM TIOITIeAM Ha mofipydje bamkana, ogHOCcHO 3amagHor bankaHa,
KOje je 360T CBOT Te0CTpaTeIIKOr 3Ha4aja KPo3 UCTOPHjy 6110 HompuiiTe Cykoba nHrepe-
ca Benukux cuna. OBO je off 3Ha4Yaja ako ce MMa y BUJY HOMUTUYKM M MEMjCKM aKTye/THa
ynorpeba TepmmHa 3anagun bankan (Svilar, 2010, cTp. 503-540). Kpos meroponomxu
IPUCTYII aHA/IM3e HOBHUje uTeparype o ucropuju bankana, Kocosy n Meroxuju, Cp6u-
Ma 1 AnGaHnyMa, ayrop Kmure Benuxa Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku eunajeii 1877-1912.
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loguHe yCIIeo je la OCBET/IN U IIYT KOjuM Cy (IIpOBepeHe ¥ HempoBepeHe) MCTOpUjcKe
ynbeHnLe U (3710)ynorpebe MCTOPUjCKMX MOfATAKA YIa3uIe y jaBHOCT, a IIOCPEJHO Y
CTpaTellKe [VIAHOBE CaBpeMeHe OpUTaHCKe CIIOJ/bHE MOUTHKE.

Incana jacuuM ctunoM, ¢axrorpadckn 6Gorara, afieKBaTHO WIYCTPOBAHA I Te-
MAaTCKU aKTyelHa, Kbura Benuka Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku eunajeini 1877-1912. iogume
Anexcangapa Pacrorha orBapa moryhHocTy 3a HOBa cariefaBamba GpuTaHCKOr pakTopa
Ha IPOCTOPY Koju ce decto fedpunmiie kao ,,0ype b6apyra”. Ilocebna maxkma mocsehena
je KaprerujeBoM msBerutajy mehynapopgne xomucuje o MCTpasu y3poka 1 jJelllaBama y
0a/JKaHCKMM PaTOBMMA, NIPBY IyT 00jaBbeHOM 1914. rofyHe HaKOH IIOCeTe YIaHOBA
KOMMCHje JIoKallyjaMa Ifie Cy ce Bofuie 6opbe M e Cy ce HOTOAU/IN 3/I04UHY, Y Iie-
prony usmeby 2. aBrycra u 28. centem6pa 1913. rogune. [Tomenyrtu Vi3Bemurraj komucuje,
KOjy je YMHIIO OcaM YITIEFHUX podecopa YHUBEP3UTETA, HOBUHAPA, IOIUTIYAPA, [0-
C/TaHMKa U ceHaTopa u3 Ayctpuje, Ppanuycke, Hemauxe, Benuke bpurannje, Pycuje n
CA]Jl, o6jaB/beH je Kao penpuHT usgame 1993. roguue nom HasusoM: Jpyiu 6ankancku
paitiosu. 1913. Uzsewitiaj KapHeiujese dorgayuje ca HOBUM YBUGOM U PASMULUTbAUMA
IIopya Kenana o cagawrwem xongnuxiiy (The Other Balkan Wars. A 1913 Carnegie
Endowment Inquiry in Retrospect with a New Introduction and Reflections on the Present
Conflict by George F. Kennan) ca mnpegroBopoM mpencenunka Kapurujese donpaunje,
HeKaJjallber NOMONHNKA aMepPUYKOr IPXKABHOT CeKpeTapa U ambacajopa, Kao U YBOJ-
uukoM [Tona Kenana bankancke xkpuse 1913. u 1919 (The Balkan Crises: 1913. And 1993).
Crora je moce6Ho 3HauajHO fa PacroBuhesa Kibura apryMeHTOBAaHO OCIIOpaBa Te3e Mpu-
CyTHE y HOBMjOj aHIIOCAKCOHCKOj TUTEPATYpPH, a KOjI Ce MPENBajy U Y jaBHO MIbEE,
fia ¢y 6aJIKaHCKM PAaTOBM IIOKPEHY/IM JIABMHY HAI[MOHA/MM3aMa U KoHdmKaTa y EBporm,
Kao U Te3e O TePUTOPUja/HNM aMOMIjaMa U KOMOHMja/THUM HaMepaMa CPIICKe [jpyKa-
Be. Kmbira ykasyje Ha HeJOIIyCTUBY U Cy0jeKTMBHO IIPYCTPACHY CeeKLN]y UCTOPMjCKUX
U3BOpa ¥ JIUTEpaType y aHTIOCAKCOHCKO] MCToprorpaduju Kojy KapaKTepuile CBeCHO
3aHeMapMBambe peleBaHTHMX CPIICKMX M3BOPa U IUTEpAType, Ha MPUMeEP, OCIIOpaBambe
noparaka Huke JKymannha o ncempasamy 150.000 Cpba ca mpocropa Kocosa 1 Metoxuje
y nepuony og 1878. mo 1912. rogure (Rastovi¢, 2015, cTp. 210), Ha muTeparypy, Koja je y
OpUTAHCKO] jaABHOCT M3He/Ia HOBY OLieHy KapaKTepa 0a/lKaHCKMX paToBa, IIpBor cBet-
CKOT paTa M JIaHCUpaja CTEPEOTUIIHE CHMHTAarMe O CPIICKOj KOJIOHMja/HOj YIpaBU Ha
KOCOBy n MeToxuju HakoH 1912. rofgyHe U MOJIErNa TEHAEHIMO3HOM CKPUBaKby apry-
MEHTa O KapaKTepy CPIICKO-a/l0aHCKIX OJJHOCA.

TeononmTiyke JOKTPMHE M MHTEPECH CU/Ia OOIMKOBAJIM Cy He CaMoO CIIO/bHE HOJIN-
TrKe Beh cy 11 IIpecyiHO fie/ioBasie Ha 00/IMKOBabe HallMOHA/THMX OfHOCa Ha BakaHckoM
noryoctpBy (Despotovi¢, 2010, str. 541-566). Komuko dopMupame 3BaHIYHIX CTaBOBA
BE/IMKIX CI/IA ¥IMA JYOOK KOPEeH y MPOLUIOCTH, [TOKa3Yyjy OpOjHM 3aK/bydLy U HOAALN
Koje M3HOCHU ayTop Kbure Benuka bpuitianuja u Kocoscku eunajeini 1877-1912. jogune. Y
BpeMe Kajja CMO CBeOLM HAMIeTOCTI ¥ KOMIUIEKCHUX offHOca usMebhy Benuke Bpuranuje
u Pycnuje, Anexcanpap PactoBuh y nmomenyroj Kimusy moce0Ho HaraairaBa OpUTaHCKY
OIICEHYTOCT PycKMM (paKTOpoM Ha bajkaHy y KOHTeKCTy TypoduiIcKe IIOUTUKE CKOPO
cBux 6puTaHcKuX KabuHera y 19. u mouetkoM 20. Beka. OBUM Ce [TO3HABaFb€ U3BEIITAjA
OpuTaHCKMX AMIvioMara Ha BajkaHy, a moce6Ho ca nmpocropa KocoBckor BuajeTa, f0-
matHO akTyenusyjy. Takobe, y okBupy apyre uennue, Pacropuh nsHocu un foxymentyje
OUTHY Te3y O CTaJIHOM JIABUPalby OBOTI IPOCTOPa n3Mely 3/10urHa 1 Haropa Jja 3aXK1Be
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pecdopme Kojuma 611 ce CMaBIIO WM HEY TPAINCAIO HaC//be Hal XpUITNaHCKUM CTaHOB-
HMIITBOM, OJTHOCHO II060/BIIA0 HIXOB MOI0XKA].

,HO,U,'&THY BPE€OHOCT KIbUIe IIpeAcTaB/ba O€Ta/bHA M JMICHPIITHA aHa/IM3a M KPUTUKA
CTaBOBa Caflalllib}IX KpeaTopa OPMTAHCKOT HAYYHOT 11 jaBHOT MIberba — MICTOPUYapa KOju
cy Hammcanmu monorpaduje nocsehene ucropuju Kocosa u Meroxuje, Cp6uje, Cpba u
Anbanara xpajem 19. 1 mogerkom 20. Beka. OBuM moHorpacuja Anexcanznpa Pacrosuha
IpefiCTaB/ba HEM30CTABHY IMTEPATyPy HE CaMO HayYHMKA — MCTOpMYAPA U IOCTEHUKA
CBUX JPYLITBEHO-XYMAHNMCTUYKIX HayKa Beh M [OHOCWIaLja Op>KaBHUX OIJIYKA, [VI-
I/I0Mara, MOMUTUYAPa, aHaMTHYapa M HOBMHApA, alu M HoluToBanana myse Kimo.
CasHajHo 6orata Kwura Benukxa Bpuitianuja u Kocoscku eunajeiti 1877-1912. iogune
nokpehe Ha pasmuibame 0 IpoOLeCKMa AYTOT TPajamba Ha FeOIOIUTIIKOM IUIAHY, LITO
je 6GUTHO Y LI/ CPIICKe IOTpare 3a pasperemneM mpobiaema Kocosa n Meroxuje u (pe)
nosuiyonnpama Cpouje y MehyHapomanm ogHocuMa odeTkoM 21. Bexa.
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BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS THE BALKANS:

Review opinion of the Aleksandar Rastovic’s book Great Britain and the Kosovo
Vilayet 1877-1912, Zavod za udzbenike, Beograd, 2015, pp. 256

(Translation In Extenso)

Abstract: Formulation of British policy towards the Balkans and Serbia, through his-
torical processes of long duration, is one of the most important and under-researched
topic in the spite of numerous books, articles and texts._Publication of the book Great
Britain and Kosovo Vilayet 1877-1912, written by prof. Dr. Aleksandar Rastovi¢, who has
dedicated himself to the study of the British-Serbian relations since the beginning of his
academic career, launches a new scholarly discussion.

Keywords: Great Britain, the Balkans, Serbia, Kosovo Vilayet, the end of the 19t and
beginning of the 20th century.

In a period when public opinion points out that “Britain is returning to the Balkans”
and analyzes the statement of the Committee on International Relations and the House of
Lords of Great Britain (January 2018), which states that “British influence in the Balkans
is decreasing while Russia’s influence is growing” (Wintur, 2018), lessons from the past
become a guideline for understanding geopolitical relations, analyzing the international
position of Serbia and the means of forming diplomatic attitudes. In March 2017, British
Prime Minister Theresa May announced that Britain would host a summit on the Western
Balkans, highlighting concerns about security and stability in the region (B92, 2017a). It
is expected that the United Kingdom hosts the summit of the countries of the European
Union and representatives of the countries of the Western Balkans region in July 2018. In
the the United Kingdom’s foreign policy, support is given to the countries of this region to
join the European Union. The return of British interest to the Balkans is reflected in other
moves by decision makers. In mid-November 2017, a British protest was held after Surina-
me withdrew the recognition of Kosovo and Metohija (B92, 2017b). This is another proof
that, in addition to addressing internal issues and redefining relations with the European
Union, the attention of British diplomats, politicians and statesmen is directed towards
the Balkans. The question of the goals and continuity of British politics in the Balkans was
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re-launched after Brexit (Ker-Lindsay, 2015, pp. 24-29), and from the aspect of opening a
dialogue on Kosovo and Metohija in Serbia.

The Aleksandar Rastovi¢’s book Great Britain and the Kosovo Vilayet 1877-1912, pub-
lished by the, Zavod za udzbenike, Beograd (Rastovi¢, 2015) contributes to the under-
standing the present, and above all understanding continuity of the UK’s foreign policy
in the Balkans through knowledge of the past. Based on diligently collected archival re-
sources stored within the Public Record Office, Foreign Office, the Archives of Serbia, the
SANU Archives and the Archives of Yugoslavia, as well as reference literature in several
languages, the monograph illuminates the processes of understanding the specificities of
the Balkans and forming the views of the official foreign policy of Great Britain. The au-
thor decided to investigate the attitude of the British public, the appearance of texts in the
press, the views of scientists and journalists on the geopolitical changes that opened the
entry of the Eastern issue into the final phase. At the same time, the book is a significant
contribution to the understanding of contemporary problems of Kosovo and Metohija
from the aspect of science-based facts. The period from 1877 to 1912, as a chronological
framework of the monograph, provides an insight into the analysis of the UK’s increased
interest in the Balkans and definition these interests.

The book Great Britain and the Kosovo Vilayet 1877-1912 contains three parts. The
chronological framework of the first part “British Politics Towards the Kosovo Vilayet in
the Second Half of the 19th Century” encompasses the period from the founding of the
Kosovo Vilayet in 1877 to 1903, when a Christian rebellion took place in the territory of
Bitola and Thessaloniki vilayet. Through explaining the British policy towards the Otto-
man Empire at the turn of the centuries, and through diplomatic reports on the situation
in the Kosovo Vilayet after the Berlin Congress, the book provides an insight into the
fundamentals of the relationship between Kosovo and Metohija in British politics. The
author devoted special attention to the formation of the Albanian League, documents
describing the persecution of Serbs and testifying of the Albanian incursions into the ter-
ritory of the Principality of Serbia (the Kingdom of 1882). It is significant that this part
describes the perspective of the United Kingdom towards the persecutions of prominent
Serbs from the establishment of a military court (Diwani Urfija) in Pristina in 1882, in
order to reintroduce order and peace in the area of Kosovo Vilayet after the rebellion of
the Prizren League, and the trials of Albanians who provided resistance to the regular
Turkish army. The second part “Englishmen and Kosovo Vilayet on the eve of the First
World War” was devoted to analyzing the views of Great Britain in the area of the Kosovo
Vilayet from 1903 until the return of these territories after the Ottoman rule in the 1912
state of Ottoman rule. Following information on British knowledge about violence and
terror, as well as efforts to implement reforms in the European parts of the Ottoman Em-
pire, and thus preserving the existing status, the reader also encounters an analysis of the
views on Kosovo's Vilayet in the UK parliamentary debate. Particularly isolated was the
British position on the Kosovo Liberation Army during the First Balkan War. The third
part “The British public on the Kosovo Vilayet” is dedicated to the British public opinion
at the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries in the area of old Serbia, and its part - the
Kosovo Vilayet. In the end of the book, Rastovi¢ gives the reader an insight into the views
of contemporary Anglo-Saxon historiography about the Kosovo Vilayet, Serbs and Alba-
nians from 1877 to 1912.
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The review of historical facts and their abuse for daily political purposes prompted
the author to dedicate the final part of the book to the above issue and critically ana-
lyze works and books dedicated to the history of Kosovo, the Balkans, Serbia, Serbian-
Albanian relations in the period from the end of the 19th and the beginning 20th cen-
tury. Thoroughly analyzed is the influence of the book written by English historian Noel
Malcolm “Kosovo A Short History”, which was published in 1998. by the distinguished
London publisher Macmillan. Rastovic emphasizes that Malcolm “consciously ignored
the relevant Serbian sources and literature and offered a new assessment of the Balkan
wars, outlined the syntagma of the Serbian colonial administration in Kosovo and Meto-
hija after 1912, and purposely hid some basic arguments that speak of no idyllic Serbian
-Albanian relations, which, according to the author, are disturbed by the arrival of Serbian
occupiers and colonizers “(Rastovié, 2015, p. 208).

In addition to the aforementioned book, the author analyzed also the texts of Rich-
ard Kempton “The Great Balkan Illusions”, then the views of Professor Istvan Deak of the
University of Columbia in New York in the text “Out of the Past” and Professor Thomas
Emmert from Gustav Adolphus College in the text “Challenging Myth in a Short His-
tory of Kosovo”, as well as the book Miranda Vickers “The Albanians: A Modern History”,
Robert Kaplan “Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History”, Richard Hall’s “Balkan wars
1912-1913, Prelude to First World War” and Christopher ClarK’s “Sleepwalkers. How Eu-
rope Went to War in 1914”. Rastovi¢ points out that since the wars in Yugoslavia and the
unilateral acclamation of Kosovo independence and the celebration of the centenary of
the Balkan wars, as well as the First World War, the Anglo-Saxon historiography published
books that were marked by non-relevant data and information, the changing of historical
facts as well as arbitrary interpretations and subjective views of the Balkans, that is, the
Western Balkans, which, due to its geo-strategic importance through history, were the
scene of great powers’ conflict of interests. This is important if one takes into account the
political and media current use of the term Western Balkans (Svilar, 2010, pp. 503-540).
Through methodological analysis of recent literature on the history of the Balkans, Koso-
vo and Metohija, Serbs and Albanians, the author of the book Great Britain and the Kosovo
Vilayet 1877-1912 succeeded in highlighting the way in which (verified and unverified)
historical facts and (mis)use of historical data entered the public, and indirectly into the
strategic plans of contemporary British foreign policy.

Written in a clear style, factually rich, adequately illustrated and with a popular topic,
the Ristovic’s book Great Britain and the Kosovo Vilayet 1877-1912 opens up possibili-
ties for new insights into the British influence in the area often defined as “powder keg”
Special attention was paid to Carnegie’s report of the International Commission on the
investigation of causes and events in the Balkan Wars, first published in 1914 after the
commissions visit to the locations where the fighting was or where the crimes occurred,
between August 2 and September 28 in the year 1913. The aforementioned Commission
Report, was composed by eight distinguished professors of universities, journalists, politi-
cians, deputies and senators from Austria, France, Germany, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Russia, and was published as a reprint in 1993, entitled: “The Other Balkan
Wars. 1913 Carnegie Endowment Inquiry in Retrospect with a New Introduction and
Reflections on the Present Conflict by George F. Kennan” with the preface written by the
president of the Carnegie’s Foundation, a former US Assistant Secretary of State and am-
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bassador, as well as John Kenan’s editorial “The Balkan Crises: 1913 and 1993”. Therefore,
it is particularly important that Rastovi¢’s book argues in contradiction with the theses
present in the recent Anglo-Saxon literature which also flows into the public opinion that
the Balkan wars triggered the avalanche of nationalisms and conflicts in Europe, as well
as the theses about the territorial ambitions and colonial intentions of the Serbian state.
The book points to the inadmissible and subjectively biased selection of historical sources
and literature in Anglo-Saxon historiography characterized by conscious negligence of
relevant Serbian sources and literature, for example, challenging Nika Zupanic's data on
the emigration of 150,000 Serbs from the territory of Kosovo and Metohija between 1878
and 1912 (Rastovi¢, 2015, page 210), and turning attention to literature which in the Brit-
ish public presented a new assessment of the Balkan wars’ character as well as the First
World War, and launched stereotypical syntagma about the Serbian colonial administra-
tion in Kosovo and Metohija after 1912 and succumbed to hiding relevant arguments on
Serbian-Albanian relations.

Geopolitical doctrines and the interests of bigger geopolitical powers formed not
only foreign policies, but also decisively influenced the formation of national relations on
the Balkan Peninsula (Despotovi¢, 2010, pp. 541-566). How deep in the past can we trace
the roots of great powers’ official attitudes? The author of the book Great Britain and the
Kosovo Vilayet 1877-1912 provides the answer to this question by numerous conclusions
and data. At a time when we are witnessing the tensions and complex relations between
Great Britain and Russia, Aleksandar Rastovi¢ emphasizes in his book the British obses-
sion with the Russian factor in the Balkans, especially in the context of the Turko-fil policy
of almost all the British cabinets in the 19th and early 20th century. This knowledge of
the reports of British diplomats in the Balkans, and especially from the Kosovo Vilayet
area, are further updated. Also, within the second part of the book, Rastovic sums up
and documents the important thesis about the constant lagging of this space between the
crimes and the efforts to revive reforms that would reduce or neutralize violence against
the Christian population or improve their position.

The additional value to the book is a detailed and comprehensive analysis and cri-
tique of the views of present-day creators of the British scientific and public opinion - his-
torians who wrote monographs dedicated to the history of Kosovo and Metohija, Serbia,
Serbs and Albanians at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. This
monograph by Aleksandar Rastovi¢ represents the essential literature not only for sci-
entists - historians and members of all social-humanistic sciences, but also for decision-
makers, diplomats, politicians, analysts and journalists, as well as the admirers of the muse
Clio. The cognitively rich book Great Britain and the Kosovo Vilayet 1877 inspires the
thinking about the processes of long duration on a geopolitical plan, which is essential for
the Serbian quest for resolving the Kosovo and Metohija problem of and (re)positioning
of Serbia in international relations at the beginning of the 21st century.
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