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y OcMaHcKoM LiapceTsy 1878-1912.

Caxerak: Y papmy je maT oCBPT Ha
MoHorpadujy nmp Anekcanppe Hoakos
Ciniybosu cpiicke ipoceetile, cpiicke cpegrve
wixone y Ocmarckom yapciuey 1878-1912.
IIpe nsHoOmIEma CTPYKType U 3HaYaja fie-
JIa YKPaTKoO je M3HEeT OIIITU MCTOPUjCKU
KOHTEKCT y KOMe je JeJloBala CpIICKa
MIPOCBETHO-TIONIUTUYKA aKTUBHOCT y Oc-
MaHCKOM LIAPCTBY Y JelleHMjaMa Koje Cy
nperxopune IIppoM 6amKaHCKOM pary.
VI3HeTn cy momeTy 1 3Ha4aj MOHOrpaduje
3a CPIICKY HayKy.

Kbyyne peunm: OcMaHCKO IIapcTBO,
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Texma 3a TepuTOpMjaTHUM IIPOIIN-
pemeM Ha mpocrop Crape Cpbuje u Ma-
Ke[loHMje, OMHOCHO 00/IacT Koje Cy Y I10-
CIenmoj ueTBpTHHNU 19. Beka obyxBarae

ocmaHckn Kocosckn n menose ComyHCKOT U BuTto/bckor BmmajeTa, a y CpefmbeM BeKy
YMHUJIE je3TPO CPIICKE JpKaBe, IPENCTaB/bajla jé OKOCHUIY CIIO/bHOIIONIMTUYKUX ¥ Ha-
LMOHA/THUX TIJITAHOBA CPIICKE MOJIMTUYKE M KYy/ATypHe enuTe KpajeM 19. u noyeTkom 20.
Bexka. CrieficTBeHO, pumpeMa 3a ocnoboheme Cpba y moMeHy THM 00/1aCTNMA U BIXOBO
6ynyhe yxpyunBame y okBupe rpanmia Kpamesuue Cp6uje mpepcrasmbanu Cy mpu-
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MapHe 3ajJjaTKe cpIicke amiioMarije. Cpbuja, MehyTum, Huje 611a jenHU IpeTEHNEHT
Ha roMeHyTe obmactu. Y eBporckoj Typckoj ca CpIICKMM Cy ce YKPIITamy MHTepecu u
TepuTopujanHe nperteHsnje byrapcke n Ipuxe, Lipue Tope n Aycrpoyrapcke. Ilpse nse
3eMJbe CY 10 OCaMJIeCeTUX rof1Ha 19. BeKa IPOCBETHO-IIOIMTUYIKOM IIPOIATaHgOM KPO3
HIKOJTY 1 IIPKBY TOTOBO aHy/IMpajie CPICKU yTullaj y butobckom u ComyHCKOM BUIajeTy,
ma 61 Ha pasmeby 19. n 20. Beka cBOj yTMLIAj Ha CEOCKO IIPABOCTABHO CTAaHOBHMIITBO
arpecuBHO ITI0YesIe Jja mupe 1 moMohy HaOpy>KaHNUX 4YeTa KOMMUTA M aHJapTa, a y rpa-
[IOBMMA aTeHTaTUMa, eKOHOMCKMM OOjKOTOM ¥ YOMCTBYMMA IIPUIIAfHUKA CYIAapHUYKUX
rpyma (Dakin, 1966, str. 13-23). VcroBpemeHo, AycTpoyrapcka je IaHupana mpogop
npeko Pamke, Meroxuje n Kocosa, y An6annjy u Ilosapnapje (Toleva, 2016, str. 135).
Bopb6a 3a yTuiaj 6ankaHckux fp>xasa u Aycrpoyrapcke y Crapoj Cpouju n MakenoHuju
OfIBUja/la ce y3 TO, y CEHIM NepPMaHEHTHOT 37I0CTaB/bakba ¥ IPOToHa XpuurhaHa Koje
cy saxBasbyjyhu macuBHOCTM M HeMohy Typckux Braactu crpoopynu Anbanim y Ko-
coBcKOM U buto/pckoMm Bumajery (Jagodic, 2009, str. 184-224). ITpocBeTHO-IIONMNTIYKE
penarnoctu Kpamesune Cpb6uje y Crapoj Cpbuju 1 MakefioHuju, Koje Cy cMaTpaHe
HajBaXXHUjUM opybeM 3a ofip>kame CPIICKOT yTHIIaja ¥ HAIlMOHA/IHE CBECTU TaMOLIIbET
CPIICKOT >KNUBJ/ba, Hamlasuje Cy Ha OTIOP IAHXEIEeHCKM pacrmonokeHe Ilapurpapcke
IaTpyjaplinje, MoKo3peme M CMeThe TYPCKUX B/IacTU, KOMUTCKK Tepop BMOPO-a n
cMeTHbe Oyrapcke IpomaraHse Koja je Kpos okBrpe Ersapxuje menennjama myTeM IMIKOJ-
CKe U IIpKBeHe Mpexke Oyrapusosana IToBappapje 1 Ha aHApXU]y, YMjU CY IPOTarOHNUCTH
y KocoBckom Butajery 6mmu Anbanunm.

Cpricka 60rocyonja, r’MMHasuje u cpefibe mkone y OCMaHCKOM LIApCTBY YCTIel 13-
HeTe C/I0KEHE CUTYallMje HUCY IPeICTAB/bajle CAMO HALIMOHATHO-IIPOCBETHE YCTaHOBE Y
KOjIMa je CTBapaHa reHepannja 00pasoBaHMX CBELITEHNKA U YUeHIKa, ofgpehennx fa mo-
CTaHy ,HaloHanHy anocromn” y Crapoj Cpouju u Makegonuju, eh u 6ase 3a mmpee
CPIICKOT KYATypHOTr yTuiaja, mebaum mperensuja Kpamesuue Cpbuje, obasemtajun, a
Of TpeHyTKa HacTaHKa CpIICKe YeTHUYKe OPTaHM3allje U PEBOTYLIMOHADHY LIEHTPU.

YpaBo 360r BUIIECTPYKOT 3Ha4aja CPICKUX Cpefmux IIKoma y Typckoj, Ajek-
canapa HoBakoB je cB0joj MOHOrpadCKOj CTYAMjH, Koja 3allpaBO IPEACTaB/ba HEHY
MopduKOBaHy MOKTOPCKY pauceptanujy, Cpegmwe cpiicke wkone y Ocmanckom uap-
ciigy (1878-1912), onbpameny 2015. na Opcexy 3a ucropujy Ounosodckor dakynrera
y Hoom Capy, gana nacnos Ciiy6osu cpiicke ipocseiiie. Ca HajBOXHUjUM ,CTYOOM
cprcke npocsere y Typckoj, ayTopka ce yIosHaja joll TOKOM MarucTapcKux CTyAuja,
onbpaHMBIIYN MAarucTapcky tesy Ilpuspencka 6oiocnosuja (1871-1890) (2008), xoja je
Hegyro 3atuM (2011) o6jaBpena 1oy HacnoBoM IIpasocnasna cpiicka 6oiocnosuja y
ITpuspeny 1871-1890. Baehu ce TOKOM MarncTapcKkux cryauja ucropujom borocnosuje
U CXBaTMBIIM Ib€H 3Ha4daj, HoBaKkoB ce ocMenmia [ja ce Ia Ha UCTPaXKUBarbe OCTalINX
CPICKUX cpefmux mKona y OCMAaHCKOM LIapCTBY, KaKoO 61 CBOjOj HAy4YHOj pajo3Ha-
TIOCTH, A/l I HAYYHOj jaBHOCTH, IPEJOYMIA LETOBUTY CINKY O IPOCBETHO] IONINUTH-
uu Kpapesune Cp6uje y Crapoj Cpbuju u MakeloHMj1 U HbeHOT 3Ha4yaja 3a ICTOPUjy
CPIICKe AUIUIOMATHje U HAIMOHA/IHOT ToKpeTa Ha pasmeby 19. u 20. Bexa. VcTpaxmBarme
KOje je IPeTXORMIO HPUKA3MBAHOj MOHOTpaduju Huje OMIO jeHHOCTABHO; U3Yy3€B
Cprcke rumHasuje y IbeB/buMa, HUjeHa Off CPIICKMX Cpelmux ImKona y Typckoj Huje
CHCTEMATCKM MICTPAXVBAHA y CPICKOj McToprorpaduju, Te je ayropka 3a Hajsehn meo
CTyZMje Ha pacIoJIaraiby MMaia caMo apXMBCKY rpahy, a Tek y Mamboj Mepy HapaTHBHe
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UCTOPMjCKe M3BOpe U IepHoAuKy. Ycien tora, HoBakoB je ycrmen u3ry6/beHe HIKO/ICKe
apXuBe TOKOM MCTpaXkKMBara 6ma ynyheHa Ha mperiefame OPOjHIX apXUBCKMX (OH-
nosa y Apxusy Cp6uje, Apxusy CAHY, Ilenarouikom mysejy y beorpany, Mysejy CIII],
ApxuBy Maxkegonuje, te [Toce6uux ¢pougosa Hapogue bubnnorexe Cpbuje u Pyxomuc-
Hor ofe/berba Mature Cpricke y HoBom Capy. O6jaB/beHu TOKYMeHTI 1 HCTOpuoOrpacg-
CKM PafioBM Cy OM/IM O KOPMCTHU BMILE 3a OIIITY OKBUD TeMe HEero 3a caMy MaTepljy,
IITO HMje C/Iy4aj Ca CaBPEMEHOM I HEIlTO MO3HUje 00jaB/bYBAaHOM MIEPIOANKOM, Te CY
npernefianu u fobpo nckopuihenn unanuy y Hapuipagexom inacruxy, ITpocsetiitom
inacnuxy, bpaiticiigy, cKorickoM Bapgapy, Jyscnoj Cpouju, Jyscrom ipeinegy, Bapgapy n
Inacnuxy Ckoiickoi Hayunol gpywiiliea.

Momnorpaduja je yKOMIOHOBaHa y YKYIIHO OCaM IIOIIaB/ba, 10 XPOHOJIOLIKO TeMarT-
CKOM IIPMHIVITY; y IIeCT IIOI/IaB/ba, M3Mely yBofHMX pasMarpama U 3aK/bydKa, ayTop-
Ka je Jla/la MCUPIaH UCTOPUjaT IECT CPIICKUX CPeAmuX ImKona y OCMaHCKOM 11apCTBY,
II0 pefocreny Mo KojeM Cy ocHuBaHe: borocnosuje y Ilpuspeny, Cpricke rmMHasuje y
apurpagy, Cprcke rumuasuje ,Jlom Hayke” y ComyHy, Cpricke MyliKe TMMHasuje y
Ckompy, Cpricke myke ruMHasuje y butomy u Cprcke rumuasuje y [Ibesbuma. CBako
IOIVIaB/be TIPEfCTAB/bA, ¥ HEKY PYKY, TOCEOHY CTYAUjy O CBAKOj IIKOIU IIOHA0CO0, 6e3
ry6/berba U3 BUIA OIILITET OKBMPA CPIICKe IPOCBeTHe MonuTuKe y OCMaHCKOM LIapCTBY
U 0COOUTHX JIOKATTHUX OKOJTHOCTM y KOjUMa je CBaKa Off BUX Ae/oBaja. IIpe mpemacka
Ha OCHMBame U paJi CPefUX IIKOJIA, Y CBAKOj Off IIECT Lie/IMHA, AT je KpaTaK IIPUKa3
0 CaBpeMeHVM MOTUTUYKIAM, eKOHOMCKIM, 1eMOTrPadCKIM, BepCKO-eTHIUYKIM, KYATYpP-
HUM U IPOCBETHUM IPUIMKAMa Y MECTMMA Y KOjUMa Cy pafiuyie. 3aTUM je pafi CBaKe MIKO-
e mpaheH mo MIKO/ICKMM TORMHAMA, Off OCHUBAKA 10 1912. rofuHe, WM JO IpeCcTaHKa
pafia, xKao y cay4ajy rumHasuja y Lapurpagy n ComyHy. HakoH XpOHOJIOIIKOT IIpMKa3a
paja Ko/, AaTy Cy MpUKasy XMBOTA YUEHNKA U podecopa, Kao U CTame MKOMCKUX
3rpajia ¥ OICKPO/BEHOCTM HACTABHUM CpefcTBMMA. [JTaBHM TEKCT IO Lie/lHaMa IIpaTe
npernefHe Tabene, Koje CyMMpajy IPeTXOfHe 1CKase. Y mMMa Cy IpefiCTaB/beH: TIpe-
cenyn haykux ycmexa, ofHOCHO 6poj yHmMcaHuX U 6POj OHMX KOjU Cy YCIICLIHO OKOHYa-
M LIKOJIOBalbe IO KJIacaMa, CTPYKTypa haka 1o corjanHoM u reorpadcKoM IOPEKIy,
HacTaBHY IUIAHOBM, MMeHa HAaCTaBHMKA I10 TOAMHaMa pajia 1 IlaTe HaCTaBHOT 0Cco0O/ba.
Y nornaebuMa je Takobhe y KpaTKMM LpTaMa OINNMCAaHA U [JeMaTHOCT CBUX CPICKMX JIO-
KaJIHUMX KyITYpHO-IIPOCBETHMX OpraHmMsanuja u yapyXemwa y Ilpuspeny, Ilapurpany,
Conyny, Ckomby, butopy n I/beBbuMa, MTO 3HAYAjHO JOIPUHOCH CTBApPay CIMKE O
KY/ITYPHOj KIMMH KOjy Cy IIPOCBETHMU 3aBOJM CTBAapaly y CBOjUM cpefuHama. Iloce6-
HY BPEHOCT NIpeJICTaB/bajy KpaTKe, ali UCI[PIIHE U YITTaBHOM, JI0 OBe MOHOTpaduje He-
HamycaHe 6uorpaduje CpICKUX KYITYPHUX, IPOCBETHUX M NUIIIOMATCKMX HeTaTHMKA
y Crapoj Cp6uju nu Maxenonuju. Yeuthe y dycHoTaMa, Hero y IIaBHOM TEKCTY, YCIIef,
Kerbe fja ce nsberte onrepehnBame HapaTnBa, faTa je HeKa BPCTa 6MOTpadCKOr IEKCUKO-
Ha CPIICKMX HACTAaBHMKA, KOH3Y/Ia, CBEIITEHNKA, YUYUTE/ba, HALIMOHATHUX PEBOTYLIMOHA-
pa, KYITYPHMX U HAaI[VIOH/IHUX JeNaTHMKA. MoHorpadmja cafipim UMEHCKI U PerucTap
reorpa)CKix I0jMOBa.

Jena Ilerpa Koctiha, Jaroura Hunaca, Hopha Muknha, Bykomana lllanmumnyposuha,
Muxanna Bojsonnha, CraBenka Tepsnha, Munera Crannha, Cnasuine Heperpkosuha u
3opana Hopbesnha, y cprckoj u /bybumre Toxmectuha n Knumenra Ilambasosckor, y
MaKe[JOHCKOj UCTOpHOrpaduju, TPeTUPAIN CY Y IPETXOAHUM JelieHNjaMa IPOCBEeTHY aK-
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tuBHOCT KpapeBune Cpbuje y OcmanckoM LapcTBy u npocBeTHe npunke Cp6ay Crapoj
Cp6uju 1 MakenoHuju y fpyroj monosunu 19. u mogerkoM 20. BeKa, yIIABHOM Y OKBUPY
IIMper KOHTEKCTa CPIICKe CIO/bHE MOMUTHKe 11 motoykaja Cpba y OCMaHCKOM LIapCTBY, Te
Ce y CKJIafiy ca TUM HICY eTa/bHO GaBIIIN PAZIOM CPICKUX IIKO/Ma ¥ CKOIICKOM CaHIIaKy
Kocosckor Bimajera u y burosckom n ConyHcKoM BuajeTy. Y ucropuorpaduju je crora
OCTajla MpasHUHA, KaKO Yy MOI/ey HACTAHKA, DAyl ¥ YIMHKA CPIICKMX OCHOBHIX, TaKO
U y IIOITIefly cpemmux mKona y Makegonnju. Hacnamajyhu ce Ha mpeTxofHe pesynrare
ucropuorpaduje Citiybosu cpiicke fipoceeiiie yCIen TOra 3HATHO JOMYYjy HOCAAIlba
casHama o npountoct Crape CpOuje u ocBeT/baBajy 0 Cajja IPUINYHO HEIIO3HAT Cer-
MEHT CPIICKE MPOLIIOCT.

Yenen tora 1to o6pabyyje jenHo 1o cafja HeMCTPaXXMBAHO MUTAE U IITO OCBET/bABA
jemHO Off HajBOXXHMJUX CerMeHara crojpHe momutuke Kpamesune Cpbuje, MoHOrpaduja
np Anexcannpe HoBakoB He caMo fia oAroBapa Ha 6pojHa IMTama Koja Cy CTajaia mpex
cprickoM HaykoM, Beh cBojum mocturayhnma naje zo6py ocHOBY 3a ja/ba MCTPAXKMBAEHA
U npopybpuBame 3HaKMA O KYITYPHO-IIPOCBETHOM CETMEHTY [e€/I0Baiba AUIUIOMATHje
Kpapesune Cpbuje y ferjeHnjama kxoje cy nperxopwie IIpsom 6ankamckom pary. Ha
IpuMep, 3HATHO OJIaKInasa Oygyha ucTpakuBama pajja CPICKUX OCHOBHIX IIIKOJIA jY>KHO
ox Map-mmannue, 06pasoBHe U COLMjaTHE CTPYKTYPe YINTE/CKOT Kafjpa I CBEIITEHCTBA
y Crapoj Cp6uju u Maxegonuju u rpouikosa Kpapesune Cpbuje TokoMm 60pbe 3a yTnIaj
Ha jyry, 1 OpOjHUX APYTUX IIMTama Ha KOje CPIICKa Mcropuorpaduja Ko caja Huje gana
OJITOBOD.

Mounorpaduja Citiy6osu cpiicke ipoceseiiie, cpiicke cpegroe uikone y Ocmanckom ua-
pcinsgy 1878-1912. pencTasba, yCIeN CBeTa M3HETOL, Je/I0 Of M3y3eTHE BaXXHOCTU 32
CpIcKy ucTopuorpadujy, Kako 1o CBOjUM pe3y/ITaTUMa, TaKO I II0 MOACTULAjy KOjI Jaje
MIOC/IeHUIIMMA Y MCTPAKUBAbY.
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(Translation In Extenso)

Summary: This paper presents a review of the monograph The Pillars of Serbian Edu-
cation, Serbian Secondary Schools in the Ottoman Empire 1878-1912 by Dr. Aleksandra
Novakov. Prior to presenting the structure and significance of the work, there is a brief
outline of the general historical context in which Serbian educational and political activity
had operated in the Ottoman Empire in the decades preceding the First Balkan War. The
scope and the significance of the monograph for Serbian science were highlighted.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, historiography, Aleksandra Novakov, education, Old
Serbia.

A desire for territorial expansion into the territory of Old Serbia and Macedonia, or
areas that included Ottoman Kosovo and parts of the Salonica and Bitola vilayets in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century, which constituted the core of the Serbian state in
the Middle Ages, represented the backbone of the foreign policy and national plans of
Serbian political and a cultural elite in the late nineteenth and the early twentieth century.
Consequently, preparations for the liberation of Serbs in these areas and their future inclu-
sion within the borders of the Kingdom of Serbia represented the primary tasks of Serbian
diplomacy. Serbia, however, was not the only pretender to the aforementioned areas. In
European Turkey, the interests and territorial claims of Bulgaria and Greece, Montenegro
and Austria-Hungary were crossed with the interests of Serbs. By the 1880s, the first two
countries almost annulled Serbian influence in the Bitola and Salonica vilayets by means
of educational and political propaganda through schools and churches, and at the turn of
the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries started spreading their influence over the rural
Orthodox population through armed Komitas and Andartes, and through assassinations,
economic boycott, and the killing of members of rival groups in the cities (Dakin, 1966,
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pp. 13-23). At the same time, the Austro-Hungarian Empire planned to penetrate Albania
and Povardarie through Raska, Metohija and Kosovo (Toleva, 2016, p. 135). The struggle
between the Balkan states and the Austro-Hungarian Empire over influence in Old Serbia
and Macedonia took place in the shadow of the constant abuse and persecution of Chris-
tians carried out by the Albanians in the Kosovo and Bitola vilayets, owing to the passivity
and powerlessness of the Turkish authorities (Jagodi¢, 2009, pp. 184-224). Educational
and political activities of the Kingdom of Serbia in Old Serbia and Macedonia, considered
to be the most important tools for maintaining Serbian influence and national conscious-
ness of the Serbian population there, were met by resistance of the panhellenic-oriented
Patriarchate of Constantinople, by suspicion and interference of the Turkish authorities,
by Komita terror of the VMORO and the interference of Bulgarian propaganda which had
been trying to bulgarize Povardarie through the frames of the Exarchate and the network
of schools and churches for decades, and by anarchy, whose protagonists in the Kosovo
vilayet were the Albanians.

Due to the complex situation, the Serbian Seminary, gymnasiums and secondary
schools in the Ottoman Empire did not represent only national educational institutions
that created generations of educated priests and pupils, determined to become “national
apostles” in Old Serbia and Macedonia, but also bases for the expansion of Serbian cul-
tural influence, the landmarks of the pretentions of the Kingdom of Serbia, intelligence
centers, and revolutionary centers since the creation of the Serbian Chetnik organization.
It was precisely due to this diverse significance of Serbian secondary schools in Turkey
that Aleksandra Novakov titled her monograph study The Pillars of Serbian Education,
which actually represents a modification of her doctoral dissertation, Serbian Secondary
Schools in the Ottoman Empire (1878-1912), defended in 2015 at the History Department
of the Faculty of Philosophy in Novi Sad. The author encountered the most important
“pillar” of Serbian education in Turkey during her magister studies, defending the thesis
The Seminary of Prizren (1871-1890) (2008), published (2011) under the title The Serbian
Orthodox Seminary of Prizren 187 1-1890 soon after. Having studied the history of the
Seminary and having understood its significance during the magister studies, in order to
satisfy her scientific curiosity, as well as the scientific public, Novakov decided to study
other Serbian secondary schools in the Ottoman Empire, so as to present a comprehensive
image of the educational policy of the Kingdom of Serbia in Old Serbia and Macedonia
and its importance to the history of Serbian diplomacy and the national movement in the
period between the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries. The research process preced-
ing the monograph was not easy; except for the Pljevlja Gymnasium, none of the Serbian
secondary schools in Turkey had been systematically studied in Serbian historiography,
thus, for the most part of the study, the author had only archival material available, and
narrative historical sources and periodicals to a lesser extent. Due to school archives being
lost, during the research Novakov turned to the Archives of Serbia, the SASA Archives, the
Pedagogical Museum in Belgrade, the Serbian Orthodox Church Museum, the Archives
of Macedonia, the Special Funds of the National Library of Serbia and the Manuscript
Department of Matica Srpska in Novi Sad. Published documents and historiographical
works were useful more in terms of the general framework of the topic than for the matter
itself, which was not the case with contemporary periodicals and those published some-
what later, therefore, articles published in the Constantinople Messenger, the Education
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Gazette, the Brotherhood, Skopje’s Vardar, the Southern Serbia, Southern Review, Vardar
and The Bulletin of the Skopje Scientific Society were examined and used extensively.

The monograph is compiled into a total of eight chapters, according to the chrono-
logical and thematic principle; In six chapters, between introductory deliberations and
conclusions, the author presented an extensive history of six Serbian secondary schools in
the Ottoman Empire, in the order in which they were founded: the Seminary of Prizren,
Serbian Gymnasium in Constantinople, Serbian Gymnasium “House of Science” in Thes-
saloniki, Serbian Male Gymnasium in Skopje, Serbian Male Gymnasium in Bitola and
the Pljevlja Gymnasium. Each chapter presents, in a way, a special study of each school
separately, without losing sight of the general framework of the Serbian educational policy
in the Ottoman Empire and the special local circumstances in which each of the schools
worked. Before continuing to the establishment and operation of the secondary schools,
in each of the six chapters, there is a brief overview of contemporary political, economic,
demographic, religious-ethnic, cultural and educational circumstances in the places they
were located. Then the work of each school is studied by school years, from the estab-
lishment until 1912, or until the termination of work, as in the case of gymnasiums in
Constantinople and Thessaloniki. After a chronological presentation of the work of the
schools, there are insights into the lives of the students and professors, as well as the state
of school buildings and the provision of teaching materials. The main text is accompanied
by summary tables in each chapter, summarizing previous statements. The tables pres-
ent: the students’ success rates, that is, the number of those enrolled and the number of
those who successfully completed education by classes, the structure of pupils by social
and geographical origin, the curriculum, the names of teachers by work years and the
salaries of the teaching staff. The chapters also briefly describe the activities of all Serbian
local cultural and educational organizations and associations in Prizren, Constantinople,
Thessaloniki, Skopje, Bitola and Pljevlja, which significantly contributes to portraying an
image of the cultural climate that educational institutions created in their communities. A
special value lies in brief, but extensive and, to this monograph, mainly unwritten biogra-
phies of Serbian cultural, educational and diplomatic workers in Old Serbia and Macedo-
nia. More often in the footnotes than in the main text, to avoid burdening the narratives, a
kind of a biographical lexicon of Serbian teachers, consuls, priests, national revolutionar-
ies, cultural and national workers is given. The monograph contains a name registry and
a registry of geographical terms.

Over the past decades, the works of Petar Kosti¢, Jago$ Djilas, Djordje Miki¢, Vu-
koman Salipurovi¢, Mihailo Vojvodi¢, Slavenko Terzi¢, Mile Stani¢, Slavisa Nedeljkovi¢
and Zoran Djordjevi¢, in Serbian historiography, and Ljubisa Doklesti¢ and Kliment
Dzambazovski, in Macedonian historiography, have treated the educational activity of the
Kingdom of Serbia in the Ottoman Empire and the educational circumstances of the Serbs
in Old Serbia and Macedonia in the second half of the nineteenth and the early twenti-
eth centuries mainly within the wider context of Serbian foreign policy and the position
of Serbs in the Ottoman Empire, and have not dealt in detail with the work of Serbian
schools in the Sanjak of Skopje belonging to the Kosovo Vilayet and in the Bitola and
Salonica Vilayets. Therefore, there was an empty space in historiography in terms of the
origin, work and the effect of Serbian elementary and secondary schools in Macedonia.
Drawing on the previous results of historiography, The Pillars of Serbian Education conse-
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quently complements the previous knowledge of Old Serbia’ past and illuminates a rather
unknown segment of the Serbian past to date.

Due to the fact that it is dealing with an unresearched issue and illuminating one of
the most important segments of the foreign policy of the Kingdom of Serbia, not only does
the monograph written by Dr. Aleksandra Novakov answer many questions that stood be-
fore Serbian science, but through its achievements it also provides a good basis for further
research and deepening of our knowledge of the cultural and educational segment of the
diplomacy of the Kingdom of Serbia in the decades that preceded the First Balkan War.
For example, it considerably facilitates future research on the work of Serbian primary
schools south of the Shar Mountains, the educational and social structure of the teaching
staff and clergy in Old Serbia and Macedonia and the expenses of the Kingdom of Serbia
during the struggle for influence in the south, and a number of other issues not answered
by Serbian historiography to date.

As a result of all this, the monograph The Pillars of Serbian Education, Serbian Sec-
ondary Schools in the Ottoman Empire 1878-1912 represents a work of great importance
for Serbian historiography, both in terms of results and in terms of incentives for future
research.
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