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»Heo6u4aHo je To I1TO Ce aHTpOIIOo-

JI03Y KOjU IIPOYYaBajy XpaHy Y MOJEPHUM
JpYLITBMMA HE 3aHMMajy 3a TO OfJaK/ie
HAMMPHULIE 0/1a3€ U 32 TO KO X [IPOU-
3BOOM...

(Mintz , 2017, str. 261)

Crnacii u moh, HajIIO3HATHja CTYLOU-
ja amepudkor anTpormonora Cunnuja Bu-
ndpena Mununa (Sidney W. Mintz, 1922-
2015), yjenHo je 1 jeHO Of HajsHAYajHU UK
MICTOPUjCKO-aHTPOIIONIOIKNX Jea Apyre
HOJIOBMHE JIBaJeCeTOr BeKa.

AyTop ce KpO3 TEpeHCKO MCTPaXKM-
Balbe, KOje je KpajeM 4eTpfeceTUX rOfiMHa
HPOILUIOT BeKa IIOKpeHyo U Boauo [ Iymmjan
Crjyapg (B. Steward, 1981), ymosnao ca
HapOYMTUM E€KOHOMCKVM KapaKTepUCTHU-
KaMa IlaHTaxa mehepHe Tpcke y ITopro-
PMKY U Ha JaMajuy M y BIMa IPEHo3HA0
paHM OONMMK MHAYCTPUjCKe OpraHM3aiuje
pafia, LITO Ta je HABEJIO Ha OIICEeXHMje 1 yO/be IIpoydaBatbe POU3BOJEbE, AUCTPUOYIIje
u xonsyManyje mehepa. Maza je Crjyapn pemaTuBHO 6p30 M3ry0yMo MHTepec 3a IpojeKart
(Huje 610 3a/J0BO/BAaH MOTYNUM TEOPMjCKMM JOMETMMa OBUX TEPEHCKUX MCTPaKVBamba,
jep ce HUCY yK/Ialla/ia y BberoBy aKyATypalioHy CXeMy KyATypHe mpoMeHe), MuHI cMa-
Tpa Jia je ’WeroB MOJyXBaT ,0MO OflBaXKaH U XBajle BPelaH, OKa3 Jja MOKEMO KOPUCTHU-
TIL QHTPOIIONIOTHjY 32 M3ydaBame CJIoKeHe MofepHe Hanyje“ (Thomas/Mintz 2014, str. 4).
HapepHse fierieHnje goHerne cy IOTBP/Y OBe EeroBe OLieHe, a CaM je HAaIlPaBMO CYIITUHCKE
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TeOopMjcKe, METOOJIOLIKe M IIpo6/IeMcke IPpoboje Yy aHTPOIIONIOIMji: CMaTpa Ce OCHUBA-
JeM aHTpPOMosoruje Xpare 1 ucxpane (Mintz, 1996), jemas je of yTemesyBada Kapurmckmx
crypuja (Mintz, 2010; Buau n Baud, 2011) u 6uo je ,,[IpBY aHTPOIIONIOT KOji je 3abeIesxno
JKUBOTHY MCTOPUjY PajHUKa, IpUNAfgHUKa pypanHor mporerapujata® (Thomas/Mintz
2014, str. 6; Mintz, 1960; 2012).

Munnosa cryanja Cracidi u moh je aHTPOIOJIOLIKO, UCTOPHjCKO, €KOHOMCKO I COLIM-
OJIOIIKO caryefiaBabe ynorpebe uehepa y rpancdopmMalyjy mpenHAyCTPUjCKOT FPYLIT-
Ba, Pa3BOjy TProBYHE, IPOGUIICabY IPOAYKLMOHNX OfHOCA Y eBPOIICKMM KOJIOHMjaMa,
Kao ¥ CTa/IelIKOM AM(epeHIparby, a IOC/Ie KIACHOM HUBE/MCabY FPYIITBEHUX OfHOCA
y paHoM KanmTtanusmy. Ha cera [BecTo cTpaHa u Kpo3 IeT MOITIaB/ba MIHIL CyBepeHO
6apara aHTPOIIOJIOMIKYM JM3BelITajiIMa, UCTOPUjCKUM M3BOPMMA, AeMOrpadCKuM Hofa-
LMMa M €KOHOMCKMM IOKa3aTe/bliMa ToMohy Kojux rpaji JoO6po apryMeHTOBaHY, ali 1
HajlacBe 3aHMM/bUBY APYIITBeHY ucTopujy mehepa.

Y npBoM IoI7IaB/by ayTOp yTeMe/byje CBOj TpeAMET UCTpakiBarba Y aHTPOIOIOT MU
XpaHe U McxpaHe 1 GopMyuile IIPETIOCTaBKY Ja je oceT/bMBOCT Ha Iuehep (caxapo-
3y) HajBepOBaTHUje KapaKTepUCTUKA JbYICKOI POJia, jep CBa JbY[CKA APYIITBA IIO3HAjy
YKyC cmaTkor. JIpyro moriaB/be IpaTu IPOU3BOAIbY Iehepa of HeomuTa KO pa3BUjeHOT
KallMTa/lM3Ma JIleBeTHAeCTOr BeKa, Ca NMOCeOHMM HAITaCKOM Ha IIepMOf] Off HOBMX Ieo-
rpadckux orkpuha 1o HacTaHKa MOJiepHe KallMTa/IMCTUYKe IIPOM3BONibe. Y OBOM ey
MuHn nokasyje fja je ctanHo pactyha morporusa mehepa y ToMm mepuony y mosuTuBHO]
KOpeJTalyji ca pasBojeM 3amaJHOr CBeTa, OFHOCHO ca IpoduIncameM IPBO MepKaH-
TWUIHOL, @ OHJA U MHJYCTPMjCKOT KanmranmuaMa. ITopen mysana, mehep je 61mo mpyru
HPOM3BOJ, KOjU je Off TyKCy3a IOCTa0 MOJa, jepTUH M HOCTYIAH IIMPUM JPYLITBEHUM
ClI0jeBMMA 3axBa/byjyhy HMpOTOMHAYCTPMjCKOj OpraHM3aLuju pajfia Ha IUIAHTaXaMma
mehephe Tpcke y eHrmeckuM (6puTaHCKUM), PPAHITYCKMM U XOMAHACKMM KOIOHMjaMa.
Y tpehem mornmapy mparu ce morpoiuma lnehepa, a MuHI0Ba HaMepa je Ha IOKa-
e KaKo Cy Iberoba IIPOM3BOAIA 1M IOTPOIIma Omie TecHO moBesaHe u Mebyco6HO
ycnosbere. Konsymupame cse jedrunujer mehepa yruiano je Ha IpOMeHY APYLUITBEHOT
HOHAlIaka: Off TYKCY3HOT IPOM3BOJA M CTAaTyCHOr cuMOona nopnamheHnx craaexa u
HajooraTujux APyLITBEHMX C/I0jeBa IIOCTAO je, 3a HelTyHa [iBa BeKa, CBeIPMUCYTHa jepTHHA
HaMMpPHMIA Koja je 00e3bebuBana MUHMMAIHY Hy TPUTUBHY BPEJHOCT 3a HAIIOPaH paf
Y MHyCTpUjaMa KOIOHMja/THUX CUJIA I METPOIIONA, /Il ¥ 33 HAJHUYAPCKI Pafl y CaMUM
kononnjama. Hema cymmbe fja je ayTop y mpaBy Kaja TBpAu fa je mehep 6mo snavajan
YYHIIAL, YCIIOHA KalMTaniusMa. Y TOM CMUCTY YeTBPTO IOIVIaB/be ce 6aBM HAYMHOM Ha
Koju je mehep, mwerosa npousBofa U MOTPOLIBA, IIOCTA0 CPESCTBO MONM, OJHOCHO
IPYIITBEHO-eKOHOMCKe TpaHCOpMaIyje ¥ JOMUHAIMje 3aTaJHOEBPOIICKMX Ip)KaBa U
CAJL. Y mocnenmwem mormaspy Cugan MuyHI pasMaTpa 3Hadaj inehepa 11 1eroBor gajber
UCTpaXXMBaba 3a MOJEPHO APYIITBO, yKasdyjyhu Ha onpebene meTomonouke npobneme u
noTpedy 60/ber UCTOPUjCKOT yTeMe/berba aHTPOIIOTIOMIKIX UCTPaKIBaba.

Peu je o 3HauajHOj cTynuju 4nje objaB/bUBaEbe Ha CPIICKOM je3uky oborahyje mo-
CTYIHY TUTEPATyPy U3 APYIITBEHUX HayKa.
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(Translation In Extenso)

“It is unusual that anthropologists who study food in modern societies are not
interested in where foodstufts come from and who produces them..”
(Mintz, 2017, p. 261)

Sweetness and Power, the most famous study of American anthropologist Sidney
Wilfred Mintz (1922-2015), is at the same time one of the most important historical-
anthropological works of the second half of the 20t century.

Through the field research which was initiated and conducted by Julian Steward (see
Steward, 1981) at the end of the 1940s, the author became familiar with specific economic
characteristics of sugar cane plantations in Puerto Rico and Jamaica, recognizing an early
form of industrial labour organization in them, which led him to more comprehensive and
deeper study of production, distribution and consumption of sugar. Although Steward
lost his interest in the project relatively soon (not being pleased with potential theoretical
reaches of these field studies because they did not fit in with his acultural scheme of
cultural change), Mintz believes that his venture was “courageous and worthy of praise,
proof that we can use anthropology for studying the complex modern nation” (Thomas/
Mintz 2014, p. 4). The following decades brought the acknowledgment of his judgment,
and he himself made essential theoretical, methodological and problem breakthroughs in
anthropology: he is considered the founder of anthropology of food and nutrition (Mintz
1996), one of the founders of Caribbean studies (Mintz, 2010; see also Baud, 2011) and
“the first anthropologist who wrote down the life history of workers, members of the rural
proletariat” (Thomas/Mintz 2014, p. 6; Mintz, 1960; 2012).

Mintz’s study Sweetness and Power is an anthropological, historical, economic
and sociological review of sugar use in the transformation of pre-industrial society,
development of trade, profiling of production relations in European colonies, as well as the
class differentiation, and subsequently class levelling of social relations in early capitalism.
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On only two hundred pages and through five chapters, Mintz powerfully deals with
anthropological reports, historical sources, demographic data and economic indicators,
using them to build a well-substantiated and, above all, interesting social history of sugar.

In Chapter one the author establishes the subject of his research in anthropology of food
and nutrition and formulates the assumption that sensitivity to sugar (saccharose) is most
probably the characteristic of the human race, because all human societies are familiar with the
sweet taste. Chapter two follows sugar production from neolith to the developed capitalism of
the 19t century, with a particular emphasis on the period from new geographical discoveries
to the establishment of modern capitalist production. In this work Mintz shows that ever-
increasing sugar consumption in that period is in positive correlation with the development
of the Western world and/or with the profiling of first mercantile capitalism, and then
industrial capitalism as well. Apart from tobacco, sugar was the second product that turned
from a luxury into a fashionable and cheap product available to broad social layers thanks to
proto-industrial labour organization at sugar cane plantations in English (British), French
and Dutch colonies. Chapter three follows sugar consumption and Mintz intends to show
how sugar production and consumption were closely connected and mutually conditioned.
Consumption of sugar which constantly became cheaper brought about the change in social
behaviour: from a luxurious product and status symbol of privileged classes and the richest
social layers it became, in less than two centuries, an omnipresent cheap foodstuff providing
minimum nutritive value for hard work in industries of colonial powers and metropolises, as
well as for wage labour in the colonies themselves. The author is undoubtedly right when he
claims that sugar was an important factor of the rise of capitalism. In that respect, Chapter
four deals with the manner in which sugar, its production and consumption, became the
means of power, i.e. of social-economic transformation and domination of West European
countries and the USA. In the final chapter Sidney Mintz reviews the importance of sugar and
its further research for the modern society, indicating certain methodological problems and
the necessity of a better historical foundation of anthropological studies.

This is an important study whose publication in Serbian enriches the available
literature from social studies.
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