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XYMAHUCTUYKN N3A30BM CABPEMEHOTI IPYIITBA

Jbybuira Mutposuh, Y pamama iwipanzuyuje: usmehy cynospaitia u
antmepraiiuse (Ilnegoaje 3a wpan3uyujy wpansuyuje u anitiepHaAUeHO
gpywitieo). Hum: ®unosodcku dakynrer;

Hosu Cap;: IIpomerej, 2017, 312. cTp.

Caxerak: Y pamama mwpansuyuje: usmehy cynospaiiia u aniiepraiiuge (Ilnegoaje
3a WpaH3uyujy mpansuyuje u anitiepHatmiueHo gpyuineo), feo coumouora, mpodecop
eMepuryca YHuBepsutera y Humry, 1aje aHaIMTUUYKM JOTIPMHOC IPOTUBYPEUYHOCTUMA
APYIITBEHE TPaH3MIUje. AyTOp TeMe/bM IPYIITBEHY KPUTHUKY eXyMaHM30BaHe HeON-
6epaHe TpaH3UIMje U HYAU TIePCIIEKTUBY HayKe O IPYUITBY y aKTYeTHUM JoMahuM u
CBETCKIM YCTIOBUMA U M3a30BMMa. Y POKYCY
aHa/M3e HajIla3M Ce JIolIe CTake IPUBpeie y
Perry6rmmn Cp6ujn ca HarmackoM Ha Ipo-

Jby6unra P. Mutposuh £| OmeMuMa 3aBJCHe MOJiepHU3aINje, K/TaCHe
nojapusalyje u gecTpyKiiMje conujaaHe
Y PAJbAMA TPAH3UIINJE: P ) flecTpy ) )
usmel)y CyHOBpaTa M aNTepHATHBE ¥ Ap>XaBe. Hopeﬂ aHa/IM3€ HaBENECHUX IIPO-
(Ilnenoaje 3a TPAH3IMUK]Y TPAHIHUKjE H = % .
ATepHATHEHO ApyIITEO) [ Or1eMa ayToOp IpefyIaXke yIOry COLUONOTHje
g Kao XyMaHUCTUYKE KPUTUKE CaBPEMEHOT
IN THE ROLE OF
IpyuITBa.

KipyuHe peun: TpaHsnnuja, Heommbe-
panmusaM, APYIITBEHA CTPYKTYpPa, COLMjalTHa
Ip>KaBa.

IIpen unTaoeM ce Hamas3y CBOjeBPCHA
aHa/M3a CTPYKTYPa/THUX JPYIITBEHNX IIPK-
JIMKA jeJHOT IOCTTPAH3UIIMOHOT JPYIITBA.
JoMMHaHTHA BU3ypPa U3 KOje Ce MPUKa3yjy
IPYIITBEHN YCIIOBY jeCy eKOHOMCKM (haKTo-
= - P11, @ Ha Tpary HEOMapKCUCTUIKOT IIPUCTY-
MPOMETE] N ma. VI3 Te Bu3ype, y poKycy aHanmm3e ayTopa
T je moTpara 3a yspouuma I Inocuaefunama
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joler cramwa npuspege y Cpouju, Te KakBa Hac MepCIeKTNBa o4eKyje. Murposuh ofro-
BOpe HaJIa3! y KpPUTUYKOj Teopuju rnobanHe TpaHsunuje Vimanyena Bonepcruna (Imanuel
Walerstin) u Teopuje 3aBucHe MogepHusanuje Auspe ['yugep @panka (Andre Gunder
Frank), ofHOCHO y OKBMPKY ITTO6ATHNX OFHOCA CBETCKOT KAIIUTATUCTUIKOT CUCTEMA.
MelyTum, ayTop cBOjy aHanMM3y 3aCHNMBA U HA TEOPMjCKOj OCHOBY K/TACHKA COIVIOTIONIKE
HayKe off Kojux HajBure nszisaja Kapna Mapkca (Karl Marx), Hapnca Pajra Muca (Charles
Wright Mills) u ITjepa Bypaujea (Pierre Bourdieu).

ITocmarpajyhu nokanHe ycioBe, ayTop MX CMeIlTa y mupe, r1o6anHe OKOMTHO-
¢TI U 3aK/bydyje ga ce Cpbuju Hamehe cTpareruja 3aBucHe Mofiepusaluje, Koja je mpe-
Ma ayTOPOBOM MUIIUbEHY, CBECHO €1ab0pupaH IpojeKaT KOHCTPYKTOpa HeonubepanHe
rnobamisanyje. OBakBa CUTyalllja [OBETIA je 10 YCTAHOB/baBatbha JPYIITBEHOT IIpolieca
03Ha4YeHOT Kao IoynepudeHn KaluTanmusaM, Koju KapaKkTepuille pa3aparme BlIacTUTe
HpUBpefe, alu U LPYIITBA U KYAType, IIITO CBE 3ajefHO TBOPU KOHTPaMOIepPHU3ALIjCKe
mporiece. Yiasak 6amkaHCKUX 3eMarba y EBpornicky yuujy (EY), mpema ayTopy, He 6u Tpe6ao
fia TIpefiCTaB/ba HEKPUTUYKO IIPUXBaTakbe MOJe/Ia 3aBJICHOT pa3Boja. C TUM y Be3l ayTop
[03MBa Ha OffrOBOPHOCT HayKe ¥ YHUBep3NUTeTa y “usrpahuBamy TeOpujCcKMxX KOHIea-
Ta, IPMHIINIIA V1 ONITYMA/THUX IPOjeKaTa, Tj. GyHIaMeHTaIHNX IPOrPaMCKUX OfpeTHNUIIA
CTpaTeruje HallMOHATHOT ¥ PEeTMOHA/THOT pa3Boja 6ankaHckux apymrasa“ (Mitrovié, 2017,
str. 62).

Ho, Mutposuh He yBuba camo kpusy caBpeMeHOr cpIicKor gpyuTsa Beh cBoje
UCTpaXkBambe MPOIINpPYje M Ha CBETCKe TPEHJ0Be HeonubeparHoOr pa3Boja Koju ce
MaH1DeCTYjy y aCMMeTPUYHOM THUITy I700anu3aluje u IpousBofmyu cse Behux apymr-
BEHNX HejeHAKOCTM, IIPeBNacTy TPXKUIITA HaJ, APYLUITBOM UM KOH3YMEPU3MY Kao
MoTusuyhoj senarnocTu nojenunia. Heonmnbepanta koHsepBaTMBHA JOKTPYUHA, IPYIIT-
BeHe HejeJHAaKOCTI CMATpa MPUPOJHIUM U He npobnemaTnanum Oygyhn ga cy kannran
1 60raTCTBO O3HAYEHN KaO jef{IHU IPOMOTepH HAIIPETKa, 10K Ce UTHOPULIY IpobiemMu
IIPOU3AIIIN 13 CUPOMAIITBA, CBe Behe He3armoCIeHOCTH, CMambUBaba KOJIEKTUBHIIX ITPaBa,
UTH. Y CKIajly ca HaBe[IleHMM, [PeHar/allaBa ce allCoNMy THI MHAUBNMAYa/TN3aM Ha yIITpo
CoIMjaTHNX KOMIIOHEHTH pasBoja. MoTuBanujy yopeka nmokpehy npusaTam nHTEpecH u
TP>KUIIHU MEXaHU3MI, @ IerOBa Y/IOTa je MacuBHa (KOH3epBaTUBHA) Kaja Cy Y IUTAbY
APYILITBEHN LW/BEBY 1 TPOMEHA JAaTOT CTakba ajlii aKTMBHA Y HOTPOIIHBU U KOH3YMUPAY
TpxuiHnx gobapa(Golubovié, 2006, str. 107). PyHkuuja npaBHe Ap>KaBe ce TyMadn y
CMICTTy BIaflaBVHe 3aKOHa Kao allCTPaKTHIUX IPABIIA KOjUMa Ce TapaHTYjy UCK/bY4MBO
VHIVMBUJYa/IHA ITpaBa 1 c1o6ofie anu ce UTHOPUITY 06jeKTHBHE pas/uKe y MoryhHocTH fa
Cce OHe IIPMMeEHe Ha CBe Jby/e, OK Ce Ip)KaBHA pery/alija 13 HecaBpIIeHNX TPXKUIIHIX Me-
XaHM3aMa IIOTIIYHO UCK/by4yje paBopusoBameM laissesz-faire monnruxe. OBaKkBy CBETCKI
TPEHIOBM HEM30EKHO yTU4y Ha eKOHOMCKe poMeHe Y Cpouju (Tipe cBera 360r ycMepeHIx
mporpama Mebynaponuor monetapsor ¢pouga (MM®)u Ceetcke 6anke) Tj. MehyHapogHux
MHCTHUTYIMja ca IW/beM Pa3Boja 3aBUCHe MOJIepHU3alLMje LITO ayTOpa HaBOJM Ha CTAHO-
BIIIITE O YHAIIPeJ OCMUIIUBEHNM IIPOjeKTIMa U3 IleHTapa MOhM KOjit MMajy CBOjy areHpy.

Hasenenu nponecu y Cpbuju goBeny cy ApyHITBeHY CTPYKTYPY Y CTame KJIacHe
Iojlapusanuje Te maynepusanyje MUPOKUX C10jeBa CTAHOBHUIITBA U TajKyHM3aLMje
exoHoMcke emmte (Mitrovi¢, 2017, str.63). Ca jenHe cTpaHe — HeoOypxoasuja, TyMIIep-
6yprxoasuja, C10j TajKyHa ¥ ONUrapxa Koju 61I0Kupa MCTUHCKY feMOKpaTU3auujy u
pasBoj MocTcouMjamMcTUIKOr Apymrea. Ca Apyre, HajaMHU 06eCIIpaB/beHN PajjHU-
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I[U — HajeKCIUIOATMCAHUjU U HajoOeCIpaB/beHUjU 0 APYLUITBEHe CTPYKType. Brok
HeobyprKoasuje (pemy3eTHIIKaA Oy pykoasyja/KOpIIOKpaTHja, HOMEHK/IaTypHa OMNTIIKa
Oyprkoasuja u TyMIleHOypkoasuja) u 6710k mpoussobhauke knace (moHvkenn u yspehenn
»JbYIM ca IHa”, He3aIloC/IeH N, n3beruiie). YIa/byB je HeTOCTaTaK Cpefiibe KIace Kao HOCH-
ol1a MOfIepHOCTH U rpab)aHCKOT APYIITBA, KAO U CTPATETIjCKOT TPOMMUII/bAlba: ,, TPAH3UIINjA
y MOCTCOLMjATMCTUYKIM JPYLUITBYMA MHOTO BUIIE VYU Ha MIEjHO HEOCMUI/beHe
uMIpoBu3anuje (0 IPMHIMITY TIOKYIIaja i rpeluaka’), Hero Ha paspahenn coumjanHo-
-eKOHOMCKII U IIOJINTUYKM IIPOjeKat KOjy BOFM Ka PajiyiKa/THOj M3MEHM APYIITBEHOT CUCTe-
Ma, a He CaMo Ka pyluemy 6usirer pexxuma” (Golubovié, 2006, str. 209). ITpod. Mutposuh
KPUTHUKYje I CTakbe COLMOIONIKe HayKe KOJ| Hac 300T HelOBO/BHOT MCTPaKMBambha IPOMEHa
Yy COLIMjasIHOj CTPYKTYpu. AyTOp HaBOAM BpeHA UCTPAXKMBamba U3 0Be 06mactu y soMahoj
COLIVOTIOT )Y a/IU UCTIIe HEOBO/BHOCT TAKBIX MCTPKMBAA Te ITOTPeby 3a KOMITApaTHB-
HJM MCTPa)KMBarbIMa IPOMeHa [[PYLITBeHe CTPYKType Y 3eM/baMa Jyroucroute Espore.
Murposuh nosusa corornore fja ce 6aBe n3ydaBareM KoMirpagopcke emnre Cpouje, a
Y CKJIONY pajyKaaHe KPUTVMKE HeOKONOHUjanu3Ma. [lasbe, COIMOIOIIKe aHaIM3e OCTa-
e cy yckpaheHe 3a mpeobparkaj IIOMUTUYKUX eTUTA Y eKOHOMCKY elUTY, OHOCHO KaKo
[yBakosuh nctmye:

»--J§a I Cy TIOJIUTIYKe MIAPTHje 3alpaBo HOLIIe IO TadKe Kafja ce OHe IPeTBapajy y
npenyseha 3a ocBajarbe I1acoBa 13a KOJUX CTOj) MeraKaInuTal i Kafia y Bohermy bIUXoBUX
HONINTUKA jeNUHY YIOTY MMajy MHTepecH, HONMTHYKe KaJIKyIalyje u Haroxbe Koje
omoryhyjy onnma koju cy ekoHoMcKu MOhHM fa cadyBajy u yBehajy concreny moh u 60-
raTCTBO, HOK MIEjHO-TIOMUTIYKA U IPOrpaMcKa OpHjeHTallja OICTajy CaMO Kao PeIMKT
HpPONIIOCTY U IUIAIIT KOju Tpeba jia mpukpuje Ty uniberniy” (Suvakovié, 2014, str. 80).

Ha npeTxopiHO HaBeleHO HafjOBe3Yyje ce eCTPyKIMja coLmjaiHe Apxase 1 mosehame
He3aI0C/IEHOCTH Kao I7106a/1HOTr peHoMeHa, ca IT0Ce6HO JyOOKMM MCXOfMMA y OaTKaHCKIM
TPaH3MLMOHNM ApylTBUMa. OCTBapera COLjaTHOT 3aKOHO/IaBCTBA Y KOPUCT 3aMOCIIEHNX
Y MHCTUTYIMOHA/THA 3aIITUTA U 3aIITUTA HA Pafly, HEKU Cy Off HajBOXXHMjUX ZocTUrHyha
coLujalHe Ip)KaBe Koja ce faHac pasrpahyjy. Melame gp>kaBe y Tp)KMIIHE MeXaHU3Me
HETIOXeJbHO je y HeonmbepaTHOM MOJIeTy pa3Boja, a Kao [eo Te Ufieooruje ofbaityje ce u
»Ip>kaBa 6rarocrama ‘. TpaHsuiuja, Ha geny y Cpouju, je 63 coliujaaHe OfrOBOPHOCTH, a
ayTOop Kao ONTMMAJTHI MOJIeN pa3Boja HaBOMY COLVjaIfIeMOKPATCKI

“KOj) ce TeMe/by Ha KOHLENTY COLMja/IHO-TP)KUIIHE [IPUBPENE, CTPATeruju Co-
LMjaTHOT IAPTHEPCTBA Pafia U KalluTaa Koja, OC/IokeHa Ha aKI[YIOHAPCTBY 3aII0CTIEHNX I
bMXOBOj MaPTULMIIALM)I, KOOJTy4MBalby I YIIPAB/balby, IIOBE3yje MHANBULYaIHY PATHY
MOTHBIUCAHOCT, IPELY3eTHUYKY AyX, Ca COLMjaTHOM commpapHoumhy u ox Te crenudu-
4He cuHepruje GpakTOpa IIPONM3BOLIbE I yIIpaB/bamba — oMoryhyje Opxu pact, pasBoj u
Hanpepak apyurrsa’ (Mitrovié, 2017, str. 83).

MuTtposnh je 3aroBOpHUK anTepHATUBHE COLMOIOTHje Yuju (POKYC BUAY Y UCTPa-
KUBakby MOTYNHOCTHN IVBWU/IN3AIIVjCKOT/eMaHIIMIIATOPCKOT pa3Boja M XyMaHu3aIuje
IPYLITBA, YOBeKa 11 YoBedaHCTBA. COIMONMOTHja KPUTUIKUM UCTpaXUBameM Tpeba 1a
PasoTKpuje UIEe0NTONIKa CTaHOBUIITA 3BaHMYHMX e/IMTa 4Y€CTO CKPMBEHA MCIOJ, TIOBPIIMHE
ounrnefHocT. Ykasyjyhu fa he gpymrsene npoTuBypedHOCTH 11 HejeTHAKOCT U3POJTI
Y KOHaUHOM [IPYLITBEHUM KOH(QIUKTVIMA, a jefJaH OUMTH IIPUMep IPeCTaB/ba TePOPU3aM Y
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CaBpeMeHOM CBeTY. Y OBAaKBOM KOHTEKCTY JIeXKI U Y/IOTa COLIO/IOra Koju Tpeba 1a TOMOTHe
Pa3Bojy KpUTHMUKe CAMOCBECTH APYIITBA 1 MOryhHOCTIMA pa3Boja.

JlpyliTBeHa TpaH3MIIMja je CBeOOYXBaTaH I0jaM 1 KaO TAKBOT 3aCUTYPHO je 3aXTeBHO
IIPMKA3aTy Ta y BeTOBOM YKYIIHOM CBETIy. AyTOp Ce OIpefieNo 3a aHAIN3y IPUBPef-
HIX, Tj. EKOHOMCKUX IIOCTIEINIIA IIPOLeCa TPAH3ULje IO APYIUTBEHY CTPYKTYPY Y BULY
noBehama IPYIITBEHNX HejeHAKOCTY, COLMjaTHe HECUTYPHOCTH, Te YAApOM Ha [JpXKaBy
6marocrama. TauHuje, OHe BpCTe TpAaH3MIINje KOja IIPEfICTaB/ba ,,OCMUII/bEH I BEOMA CTPOTO
ycMepaBaH APYLITBEHM MIPOLLeC NMpelacka HeKaJallibiX COLMjaTMCTUYKIX 3eMasba y CU-
creM (Heo) mubepanuor karmutammsma” (Suvakovié, 2019, str. 944). OcTaje mpocTop fa ce
y HekuM 6ynyhim pagoBrma pacBeTiie CIydajeBy HeIPpOo(eCOHATHOCTI HOBE TO/IUTHYKe
e/IMTe ¥ KOMaH/JHA €KOHOMUja; UTHOPULIYh Y IPUHINI MapTuiunanyuje rpahata u usmi-
HOT [IPYIITBA Y jABHMM IOCTIOBUMA; KOHIIEHTPAI[Uja [ieHTPpaIn30BaHe MOhy, a cy>kaBarbe
VHTepeHIMje PerMOHa/THUX M JIOKaJTHUX CaMOYTIPaBa; jadarbe YTHUIaja IPKBe Y Ap>KaBOT-
BOPHIM IOCTIOBUMA Y3 0/IaTOC/IOB T3B. IeMOKPATCKVX B/IACTY; IOMy/IALMOHA KPI3a; aM-
6uBajeHTHA IIpUMeHa BIafaBuHe Ipasa Oyayhn ga ce sakoHM TpeTnpajy ap6urpapHo;
JeBacTalyja IPUPOJHUX PeCypca; Te ypyllaBarbe MHCTUTYLIMja KOje CY Y BE3U Ca KBaJITe-
TOM XXMBOTA Kao IIITO CY: 34PaBCTBEHe, 00pa3oBHe, KYATypHe 11 Hay4IHe nHCTUTYLUje. Ha
Iasbe, TOTpe6HO je ucTpaxknTy, Kako [ony6osuh (Golubovié, 2006) mpeTocrasba, KOHTH-
TUHYUTET Hacleha TpaguoHaIHIX MeTofja collyjaim3sanyje (Ha IpYHINIMA BaCIINTamba
Y Xy KOHDOPMI3Ma, TIOfITIOKHOCTH ay TOPUTETY ¥ XeTePOHOMHOM MOpATy — HeJlOBO/bHY
6pury 3a leMoKparcko 06pasoBarbe rpahana) Te arpodujy MOSUTUBHIX TPaSUIIOHATHIX
BPeNHOCTH (Ha MeCTO CONMMAAPHOCTI, IPO(deCHOHATHE OATOBPHOCTH 1 IOIITEHOT pajia Kao
yCI0Ba HAIIpeTKa YCIOCTaB/beHe Cy BpefHOCTH 6p30 Oorahere 1 ycIex 1o CBaKy LieHy,
MopaHa NHAN(PEPEHTHOCT IIpeMa KPUMIHATHUM pajbaMa I 3JI04MHIMa, 3a6aBa Kao
HajOUTHUjU cafipyKaj CI06OFHOT BpeMeHa, eroM3aM I HelloBepetbe IpeMa ,,fpyruma‘).

ITpodecop Mutposuh erabopupa xymaHuCTHYKe IPUHIINIIE, Ha KOjIIMa 3aroBapa
yTeMe/berbe KPUTIUKe HayKe O APYIITBY 4eCTO IIoHaB/bajyhu u mapadpasupajyhu ractura
cranoBuinTa. IToHaB/bama 1 apryMeHTH y IPWIOT NPEJIOKEHNX Te3a, BEPOBATHO MIMajy
3a LWk Aa 3a;0611jy HAK/IOHOCT YNTAOLA 32 AKTUBHY KPUTUYKY IO3UIIN)Y COLVOIOLIKE
HayKe Koja Tpeba [ja pasBuje a/ITepHATUBHE CTPATeryje APYIITBEHOT Pa3Boja I eMaHIIN-
maTopcky mucujy. OH caM Kpo3 Ipu3My KPUTUIKOT carjieflaBamba Pa3soTKpMBa eleMeHTe
LpyLITBEHe CTPYKTYpe KOje eXyMaHUsyjy cTame U IepcrekTuse fomahe mpuspene anu
U CBUX OHUX KOjH Cy OBaKBUM CTarbeM HajBuiie rnorohenn 6usajyhn rimacHoroBopHuKom
BJXOBUX IIpo6iemMa 1 morpeba.
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(Translation In Extenso)

Abstract: In the jaws of transition: Between the Downfall and the Alternative (A Plea
for the Transition of Transition and Alternative Society), the work of sociologist, professor
emeritus of the University in Nis, gives an analytical contribution to the contradictions of
social transition. The author bases the social critique of dehumanized neoliberal transition
and offers the perspective of the society science in current national and world conditions
and challenges. The analysis is focused on the poor condition of economy in the Republic of
Serbia, with the emphasis on the problems of dependent modernization, class polarization
and destruction of the social state. Apart from analyzing the above-listed problems, the
author recommends the role of sociology as the humanistic critique of the modern society.

Keywords: transition, neoliberalism, social structure, social state.

The reader is looking at a special analysis of structural social circumstances of a post-
-transitional society. Economic factors are the dominant perspective from which social
conditions are shown, in the wake of the neo-Marxist approach. From that perspective,
the author’s analysis focuses on the search for causes and effects of the poor condition of
economy in Serbia, as well as the anticipated prospect. Mitrovi¢ finds answers in Immanuel
Wallerstein’s critical theory of global transition and Andre Gunder Frank’s dependent
modernization theory, i.e. within global relations of the world capitalist system. However,
the author also founds his analysis on the theoretical basis of the sociological science classics,
first of all Karl Marx, Charles Wright Mills and Pierre Bourdieu.

Looking at local conditions, the author places them in wider global circumstances and
concludes that Serbia is being imposed the strategy of dependent modernization which,
in the author’s opinion, is a consciously elaborated projects of the neoliberal globalization
constructors. Such situation has led to the establishment of a social process labelled as
semi-peripheral capitalism, characterized by the destruction of own economy, as well as the
society and culture, which together creates counter-modernization processes. According to
the author, the accession of the Balkan countries to the European Union (EU) should not
constitute uncritical acceptance of the dependent development models. In that respect, the

! markovic.olivera@gmail.com
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author calls for the responsibility of science and university in “building theoretical concepts,
principles and optimal projects, i.e. fundamental program determinants of the strategy of
national and regional development of the Balkan societies (Mitrovi¢, 2017, p. 62).

Nevertheless, Mitrovi¢ not only observes the crisis of the contemporary Serbian society,
but also expands his research on to the world trends of neoliberal development, manifested
in the asymmetrical type of globalization and the production of constantly increasing social
inequalities, dominance of the market over the society and consumerism as the motivating
activity of the individual. The neoliberal conservative doctrine finds social inequalities
natural and non-problematic, since capital and wealth are labelled as sole promoters of
development, whereas problems arising from poverty, increasing unemployment, reduction
of collective rights etc. are ignored. In line with the above-mentioned, absolute individualism
is overemphasized at the expense of social components of development. Man’s motivation is
driven by private interests and market mechanisms, while his role is passive (conservative)
when it comes to social goals and changing the given state, but active in the use and
consumption of market goods (Golubovi¢, 2006, p. 107). The function of the legal state is
interpreted in terms of the rule of law as abstract rules guaranteeing exclusively individual
rights and freedoms, but objective differences in the possibility of their application to all
people are ignored, while the government regulation is completely excluded from imperfect
market mechanisms by favouring laissez-faire politics. These world trends inevitably affect
the economic changes in Serbia (primarily due to the directed programs of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank), i.e. international institutions aimed at the development
of dependent modernization, which leads the author towards the attitude about previously
conceived projects from the power centres with their own agenda.

The listed processes in Serbia have brought the social structure into the state of class
polarization as well as pauperization of wide strata of the population and tycoonization
of economic elite (Mitrovi¢, 2017, p. 63). On one side, there is new bourgeoisie,
lumpenbourgeoisie, a stratum of tycoons and oligarchs blocking true democratization and
development of the post-socialist society. On the other side, there are labourers stripped
of their rights — the most exploited and deprived part of the social structure. The block of
new bourgeoisie (entrepreneur bourgeoisie/corpocracy, nomenclature political bourgeoisie
and lumpenbourgeoisie) and the block of production class (humiliate and offended “people
at the bottom”, the unemployed, refugees). There is a striking lack of the middle class as
the carrier of modernity and civil society, as well as strategic thinking: “transition in post-
-socialist societies resembles ideologically ill-conceived improvisations (by the principle of
“attempts and mistakes” rather than the elaborated social-economic and political project
leading towards the radical change in the social system, and not only towards the overthrow
of the former regime” (Golubovi¢, 2006, p. 209). Professor Mitrovi¢ also criticizes the state
of the sociological science in our country because of the insufficient research of the changes
in the social structure. The author lists valuable studies from this field in domestic sociology,
while pointing out the insufficiency of such studies and the need for comparative studies of
the social structure changes in South-East Europe. Mitrovi¢ invites sociologists to research
the comprador elite in Serbia within the radical critique of neo-colonialism. Furthermore,
sociological analyses remain deprived of the transformation of political elites into the
economic elite, or, as Suvakovi¢ points out:

1771



Olivera S. Markovi¢ Savi¢, Humanistic Challenges of Modern Society...

“.. whether the political parties have actually reached the point when they turn into
vote-winning enterprises with mega-capital behind them, and when the only role in the
pursuit of their politicise is played by interests, political calculations and deals enabling the
economically powerful ones to maintain and increase their own power and wealth, while
ideological- political and program orientation survive only as relics of the past and the
cape that should conceal that fact” (Suvakovi¢, 2014, p. 80).

The above-mentioned is built on by the destruction of the social state and increasing
unemployment as a global phenomenon with particularly deep outcomes in the transitional
societies of the Balkans. The achievement of social legislation for the benefit of employees
and institutional protection and protection at work are some of the most important
accomplishments of the social state which are elaborated nowadays. The intervention of
the state in market mechanisms is undesirable in the neoliberal development model, and
the “welfare state” is also rejected as part of that ideology. Transition that is underway in
Serbia has no social responsibility, and the author gives the social-democratic model of
development as optimal,

“based on the concept of social-market economy, the strategy of social partnership of
work and capital which, relying on the shareholding of employees and their participation,
co-decision and management, connects individual work motivation, entrepreneurial spirit,
with social solidarity and, due to such specific energy of production and management
efforts — ensures faster growth, development and progress of the society” (Mitrovi¢, 2017,
p. 83).

Mitrovi¢ advocates alternative sociology, seeing its focus in the research of opportunities
of the civilization/emancipatory development and humanization of the society, man and
mankind. Through critical research, sociology should reveal the ideological viewpoints
of official elites, frequently concealed under the surface of obviousness. Indicating that
social contradictions and inequalities will eventually lead to social conflicts, the author
gives an obvious example - terrorism in today’s world. This context includes the role of the
sociologist who should help in the development of critical self-awareness of the society and
development opportunities.

Social transition is a comprehensive notion and as such is definitely demanding to
show in its full light. The author has opted for the analysis of economic and/or economic
consequences of the transition process for the social structure, in the form of increasing
social inequalities, social uncertainty and the blog against the welfare state; more precisely,
those types of transition represented by “a designed and very rigorously directed social
process of transition of the former socialist countries into a system of (neo-) liberal
capitalism” (Suvakovi¢, 2019, p. 959). There is remaining space for some future works
to elaborate the cases of unprofessionalism of the new political elite and command
economy; ignoring the principle of citizen and civil society participation in public affairs;
concentration of centralized power with the reduction of competence of regional and local
self-governments; strengthening the influence of the church in state-building affairs with
the blessing of so-called “democratic authorities; population crisis; ambivalent exercise of
the rule of law since law are arbitrarily treated, devastation of natural resources; and, in
the end, the degradation of institutions related to the quality of life, such as: educational,
cultural and scientific institutions. Moreover, it is necessary to research, as Golubovi¢ (2006)
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assumes, the continuity of the legacy of traditional socialization methods (on the principles
of upbringing in the spirit of conformism, susceptibility to authority and heteronomous
morality - insufficient concern for the democratic education of citizens) and atrophy of
positive traditional values (instead of solidarity, professional responsibility and honest work
as conditions of progress, the following are established as values: quick enrichment and
success at all costs, moral indifference towards criminal acts and crimes, entertainment as
the most important content in leisure time, egoism and distrust of “others”).

Professor Mitrovi¢ elaborates humanistic principles, on which he advocates the
foundation of the critical society science, often repeating and paraphrasing his own attitudes.
Repetition and arguments in favour of the proposed theses are probably aimed at winning
the favour of the readers for the active critical position of the sociological science that
should develop alternative strategies of social development and the emancipatory mission.
Through the prism of the critical review he himself reveals the elements of the social
structure dehumanizing the condition and prospects of domestic economy, as well as of
all those that are most affected by such condition, thus becoming the spokesman of their
problems and needs.
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