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TOMA CEMA®OPIINJA

Caxerax: Conpmornoky noprper Poma Tome Cemadopiiyje, nepada modepiajonm Ha
jeImHOj Off LleHTpaIHMX packpcHuia rpaga Huma. OH jecte 3aHMMIBYBa QUrypa, Tpajickn
JIMK, YK CUPOTaH, BPJIO IIPOHNIYBYB, BeOMa IIPUOMPIBUB, Ma/IKNIle CIafano, JOHeKIIe
HEBOJBHUK I CTPAIIJBUBKO, IIPOTEXMPAH Off 3aIITUTHIKA; MMa oMel)eHy Teputopujy menar-
HOCTH, YMe Ca YeTKOM Off JeTUCTBA, Pafiyt OHO IITO BOIY fia OU IIPEXXNBEO, IPUINIHO
3apabyje, mHOorn My 3aBuge. OH He MaMI CaXkas/berbe, PeTKO KO ra CTUIMaTusyje, Huje
AP3HUK HN JbYTHIIA, He HATYpa Ce I He IIPOTEeCTYje, 3aHUMAabhe MY je IOTI[eHheHO a HUMAJIO
HIje JTaKO, Hje a/bKaBKO 11 He QyIapy y MOCTy, He BOM IIKPTHIE, He IPeKIN Ha ceMado-
py Hntu TyTyHuue. Toma Cemadopimja je nepjannia Meby crakionepadnma, HagpacTa
061YHe Mepave Koje cBakofHeBHO cpehemo mo cprnckuM Bapomuma. Huje oTkpuaar
HOC/Ia 3BAHOT Opucad modepInajoHu — OH je caMo HajOO/bY U3JAHAK TOT POJA, M/eaTHI TUIL

Kipyune peun: Pom, nepay modepurajouu, packpcunia, cemadop, Cpbuja

ITuieM o mepayy modepiuaj6Hu CBUM M3BefeHUI[AMa U3 OBe pedlt, 6e3 Kojux Huje

Moryhe na ce ny6pe pasyme Toma Cemadopynja, oburapanan KoHcTaHTMHOBE BapoLIn
Dororpaduja 1).

EBo noky1aja fa ce o (Hagame ckpaheno: TC) moprperniie Kpos3 n3fBajarbe HIUCKe
0CO6VHA, KAPAKTEPUCTUYHNX IOCTYIIAba, XIBOTHIUX MTO3ULIMjA Y CKULParba GU3NIKOT
usIIefa:

« TC jecre Bpno 3anummusa durypa. Moja coruornouka ,,mpuda” o Tomu H1tje
BUETa, KaKo je pekao Ilou Jlenon (Lennon), ,,0 He3aHMM/BUBMM /BYANMA KOju ce 6aBe
He3aHMM/bYBIM cTBapuma’ 2 Hali cTak/ionepad yHajMatbe Cliajia y ByKOBe YIMIHOT UCKY-
CTBa.

! brkab@junis.ni.ac.rs

2 tberoB uckas npenocn 3opan [laynosuh (Paunovi¢ 2018, str. 92): ,ITecmy ,Lovely Rita, Benpy
BUIbETY O MJIAJI0j PajHMIM [APKUHI-CePBICa, JICHOH je cMaTpao jefHOM OJi KapaKTepUCTUIHIX
MakapTHUjeBUX [lecaMa ,0 He3aHVM/bMBIM JbY/MIMa KOji Ce 6aBe He3aHMM/BUBIM cTBapyuma’ (1mo-
myT, Ha npumep, ,Eleaonor Rigby‘). MakapTHujeBa ckoHOCT, MehyTum, fa mpuya oOudHe mpude
U3 TPMBUja/IHe CBAKOJHEBUIle, CYIITIHCKI Ce 11 HUje TOMMKO PasinKoBaja of JIeHOHOBe oCTMO-
JlePHUCTIYKE MHTPOBEPTHOCTH, KOja je CBAKY, I1a 1 HajOaHA/THIjy IMYHY TeMY CMATpasIa JOCTOjHOM
yMmeTHMYKe o6paje.”
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« TC xao ga uma omebeny fiepuitiopujy mocmoBarma: HUTH OH IIpeIa3y Ha HEUNjy, HUTU
My ce MHU Melnajy y paboty. Huje ma Huje 6mmo nmokyiuaja ybaruBama Ha Beros ,,I10cer
azm ¢y ¢y HacpTit ocyjehernn.® 3amTo ra HuKO He IIoMepa ca packpcja? HempasenHo 61
6WI0 CKJIOHUTH Ta ¢ packpmha.

o TCje poitiescupan, xao ga nma mohHe samrutHuKe. COLMOIOT MOpPa [a Ce 3aIluTa
fla /1Y HeKM CTOje 132 1heTa, Ap>Ke I'a 3a IIePYMH, Tj. CTUCKAjy y AN, MMajy 107, KOHTPOIOM
y CB0jOj BIacT!. AKO VIX ¥IMA, Jja JIX Ta, KaKaB je 4ecT C/Iy4aj, OHU u3pabmyjy? demu mu ca
wrMa 3apabeno? Koju cy pekeramky xamanureTn?

« TC monpumidHo 3apalyje — casHamy CMO U3 [Pyre pyKe — Yak ¥ BUILIE HETO IITO je
mpoceyHa 1iara y Humnry u Ha jyry Cp6uje. VM 5a To KOHTPO/INIILY OHY KOjI MY y3MMajy
mporeHar. Mopa fa miaty, oK My poMcKn pekerarun o6e36ehyjy mocao, To ject MupHO
obaB/bame — HIKO He CMe Jja I'a IMpa, a KAMOJIN Jja My KOHKypuiie i ra ucructe. (baba
amepuukor crvcarerba I1. [T, Banca (Vance, 2018, str. 20) jemHoM My je pexia: ,, Hema Huder
GenHujer Hero Kajia CpoMax Kpaje of crpomaxa. JJoBo/BHO je rafHo u 6e3 tora. CaBpiueHO
je CUTYPHO [ja HeMa IIOTpebe [ja joII OTe)XXaBaMo jefHI Apyruma. )

« TC usrnepna na Heko ioilikpaga, HanInena n ysuMa My Behn neo sapabeHor, Tenrko
cTedeHOT HOBIA. [la He obe 1o 3a0yHe, He >KeMMO 2 MOjefUHOCTY O BUCHHU IIPUXOJA U
HaasypaTe/buMa nsahy Ha nmuie gana! To MoXKe Ia My IIKOAY — y ITOCAO0 COLMOTIOTA U PO-
MOJIOTa He CIIajia fla Hayfie pamlBOj Ipymu u yborom cteopy. IlomTyjeM MeTOZOIONIKO
IIpaBUJIO Koje caM Tpomicao y puckycuju ca Carom Bexman [Weckmann] u moryzuo ra
OCTAJIIM POMOJIO3UMA: ,,PalbIBYIM €THOCKMA Ce He IOMasKe M3HOIIEeHheM HeIaTUBHMX IIPH-
Mepa, IOTOTOBY MHCUCTUpPabeM Ha myMa. HoTupaM Hekonmko ciaydaja o KojuMa cam Beh
micao” (Pordevi¢, 2005, str. 16-17). Hemro ce npehyTkyje 36or 3akoHa, jep 61 pajy usHe-
TOT IIOIaTKa HeKO 6110 OKPMB/bEH I KaXKibeH. POMOTIOry Hifje ocao fa packpuHkasa Poma
rrambaca 1 Kowokpazuiy. OHaj Koju My je He3ab60paBHO IIPUITOBERAO O jeBHOM HecTajyhem
BUJly CAMOOJP>KMBOCTI POMCKE KYITYpe, MO>Ke IMEHOM U IIPe3IMEHOM JIOIPTH IO jABHOCTU
TeK Kajja ra Bulre He 6y/ie Kadno 3akoH. JIpyro ce 3a06m1a3u 360r ‘HelBI/IM3ALIjCKe apoMe’
KaKo He OV HaHeJI0 CPaMOTY KOHKPETHOM IIOjefIUHIY 1 IIO/bY/bajIO BberoB CTAaTyC Y CBOjTIL
Pomornory Huje mocao a usgaje emaniunosany Pomkumy. OHa Koja My je HerrpeBasubeHo
IIPUIIOBEAIA O IAK/IY KPO3 KOjU je MpoIUIa 360r ‘paHor’ ryb/bersa HeBIHOCTH, OFHOCHO
HETIOIITOBAba je[[HOT KOH3ePBATUBHOT 0014aja POMCKe KY/ITYpe, MOXKe IMEHOM I IIpe3uMe-
HOM JIOCIIETH Y jABHOCT TeK KaJla 3aCHyje IIOPOAVIILY, JOXKMBY CTApOCT U 6yfie MONITOBaHa Kao
majka. Tpehe ce cBecHO 3abalrypyje 360r TOra ILITO je jaBHO MHEH€ HECIIPEMHO Jja Ia IIPUMU
u yBaxu. Pomoiory Huje 1ocao a moTeHIupa eHopMHO 6oractso Hekonuuute Poma. OHu
KOjIf Cy My MCKPEHO TIPUIIOBEA/IN O TOMe KaKO CY ce OKOPMCTU/IM Ha PadyH KynaType befe
CBOjMX CaIUIEMEHVIKa, MOTY MIMEHOM I IIpe3VIMeHOM CTUhU [0 jaBHOCTM TeK Kaf ce yooru
MaJIO M3[MUTHY U3HAJ, IHA. Y POMONOUIKUM UCTHPANCUBAUMA HONA3ULITIE MOPA OUTTIU XY-
marnuciiuuku aniaxncosaro” (Dordevié, 2014, str. 109).

o TC je myxu cupoitian v moTNYe U3 HAjHIDKET coMjanHor Kpyra. HemmamTnxa je
MIOPOIMYHA TPAAMIUja ¥ Y BbeTOBOM JOMY MOTY Ce BUIETV HajrOpy 3HALIM CUPOTUIGCTBA.

3 Papu ynopebewa uiranrartu wianak [lona Knapka (Klark) Cxunxegu u maiuuno oxuemwasare
sajegnuue  (Pordevi¢, 2013, str. 45-50) 0 TOMe KaKO OPUTAHCKM CKWHXERU ,UITUTE  CBOjy
TEPUTOPU)y.
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TomuHuM cy ypomeHn y Oeny. 3a pasmnky of MHoror Poma, oH He IOJHOCK 1 He MUPH Ce ca
He3aMIC/IVBUM CUPOMAIITBOM KOje IIOfjpyBa CBaKy /bYACKOCT 1 ypyluasa gyury.*

« TC momyT pajumise My cabpahe mokyIaBa HelTo-HEITO fa 61 fipexcuseo. Iberopo
HEIIITO-HEIITO Ce UITaK pas/uKyje oy BehyHe mokyIasaaria jep je, CBe Cy IIPUIIMKe, YHOCHO.
Hemro-Hemro a yHocHO!

o TC He Mamu caxamere! CaMOXpaHM ce; He jypu Ha IIaaTep HULIKOT LleHTpa 3a
COIVjaTHY paf Ja My He/byOasHa HaMeIlITeHNIIA ,,yieny IIPKaBUIly Ka0 POMCKOM yOOXKjaKy.
Ila n je mpyurreeHo noxerbHMje a Cemadopinja Oyzie CoLMjaIHM TAPa3nT, HeIOKpauIia
M KMLIAP, WIN Jia ce caMousfipykaba pmbadehy cBojuM Bema rakama? OH Huje 6e3fienHuK,
Beh 3amocienux.

« TC muoru Pom 3asugu, jep ,,KeTBa” Iapa of KaMape MyIITepuja HeKajl je TOMUKO
061THa, [Ta My ce MOKe TTO3aBUETH. A 3aBUJ/BMBIIN CY OCTanu yp6aHy pyfapy: nHM 6pu-
cady CTaK/Ia ¥ IpeNpofaBLy Ha OyB/baky’, hybperapu u koHTejHepaty, pabaiinje 1 aMa,
CKyT/bauyM rBOXXhypuje u mmactuke, 6011a 1 cTape XapTuje — a He CTIOMIEEMO IPOCjaKe.
MHoru 61 fa ra u3rypajy ¢ packpurha.

« TC je y npunukama cBojeBpcHe mel)yyiyheHocifiu ¢ BTaCHUIIMMA YeTBOPOTOYKAIIIA.
Hbemy je mparbe 3aHAT 11 USBOP IPEXUB/bABAKA, BIIMA je 300r ontepeheHocTn mociom
OH 06pOIOIIA0, jep YecTo HeMajy BpeMeHa Jla OTepajy ayTo y MePUOHMILY, U pellaBa MM
»IIpobeM” /py6yMIIA.

« TC je oMmmbenn rpafcku uk. VI3o06umHo kopuctehn Munbea pyrapa, npujaterba,
TIO3HAHVKA I CTyYajHVX TIPO/Ia3HMKa KOjI Cy Ce JOAVMPUBAIIN C TTlepadeM Ha PacKpCHUIN
MocTa MIafoCTi, KN KyLaBUIY HUIIEB/baHCKOT IIPOMeTa, IPEHOCUM fIa ce Y JIaKy
cmaxky oko Tora ia M je Cemadoprnja fpara Gpurypa, ia ra CKOpo HUKaJ, He ofioujajy Kaga
ce 1 6e3 MMTama HAJTAKTY Ha XayOy U KpeHe C XUTMjeHoM, 6uo wiahen wm He, Aa Ux odac
pasBeceny HICKPEeHNM CMEIIKOM 1 6apeM Ha TPeH UM MOBPaTH J0OPO PacIoNoKebe IoCIe
CYMOPHOT PaJ{HOT BpeMeHa 1 IIpeNipKe ¢ HApOTyLIeHNM 1ilepoM, He/by6a3HOM KacHpPKOM
y yemyTHOM fiyhaHy mnu cMotaHuM TounoneM ropusa Ha HVC-0Boj 6eH3MHCKO] HOCTaju.

» TC perxo Ko ciliuimaiiusyje, npemza ob6uda cset y Cpouju, He yro3HaBLIN NX
Y MMaBIIY OBJIAII JOAMPE, OMAKO 1 OLITPo 360pu o cemadopimjama. Yecto ux ocybyije,
3abopasspajyhn noyky ®@penepuka Jloppona (Lordon, 2019, str. 5), ppaHIycKor eKOHOMMU-
CTe, 110 K0jOj ,,(je) ‘ocyma’ omyBek 61a Haj60/bI HAYNH [ Ce IIOKaKe HepasyMeBambe... Kaga
BO3MM HEKOT MOjuM KOJMMMa U ITPoa3uMo TOMIHOM TpacoM, OHfla MM KaJKaJl KOju off
IbVIX HaTyKHe HEKaKO OBaKo: ,Bupy bpko oBo Iluranye, monaira ce HaJMEHO ¥ HUKOTa He
3apesyje Kao Ja je pacKpcHMIIA lerosa rphuja, kao fa My je xaHyMa 6orara mphujamnira.”
To je maykHO CTEUeH YTHCAK M MOMJIOKHY Cy My OHI KOjJi PETKO ITpOjIase Tyfia.

« TC Hyje tipacwas, HUT je np3uuk. Huje npernmpad ¢ Helby6asHMUM modeprma 1 OHMMa
KOju My ofbujajy ycmyry. O4eBuUHO je u3pacTao us foOpor KopeHa.

« TC je Bp1o ipoHuumwus. Ty meroBy ocob1Hy, koja 3aBpelbyyje momrosarme, MHOTH Cy
samaswm. EBo npianiie benmonananyannna bpanncnasa Munha, koju yetnpm fecerneha

4 Benerpuckumba Jenena JIeHro/Ij1 COLMOJIOLIKY 3aK/byuyje: ,OceTnia cam pasiuky nsmeby mojmosa
cupomauiiniéo u Sega... CHpOMAIITBO je KajJ HeMaTe HOBIIa, a 6efja O4Mibe a BaM ypyLIaBa I AyIIy
(Vujici¢, 2019, str. 54).

> letapHuje o ToMe y Kibusu Ha kowy ¢ naiinioiom y Sucaiama (Pordevi¢, 2010, str. 113-129), y
ofie/bKy ,PoMu Ha 6yB/baKy .
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KMBM Y Bep/Hy 1 Koju cBake rofuHe 6apeM MeCeYHO JJaH-U3JjaH Ipenasu OyB/bauKy
PacKpCHUILY:

»3ipaBo [paraHe, pagyje Me IITO MOTYy Jia HOIPMHECEM MCTpaXUBamwy o ToMu
Cemadopumju. OBoM npwmmkoM ucnpudahy T Moj foxmsmaj ca TomoM. Bro cam ¢
Bpanom y xommuma u Ha 50 MeTapa on cemadopa Bumem cMo ToMy Kako ca BeIMKUM
HOXXPTBOBAIbEM IIpMIasy ayroMobunmmMa. bpalja Mu pede fja He npurasuM cemadopy,
Tj. a HaIpaBMUM pacrojare u3Meby Mor ayromo6mIa u mpeTxofHOr Tako Aa Toma us3-
ryou Bojby [ Hampasyu 15 kopaka o Mor ayToMo6uaa. OgMax caM IpuxBaryio bpanyx
caser u rmocmarpao Tomy kako he fa pearyje. Fberosa peaxuuja, eKCIIpecHO cXBaTrarbe
cuTyanyje, IoTUCKMBambe oceharma pasoyapera 1 HEIPOTECTBOBAbE YUMHIIIO je TO /A ce
KOJl MEHe CTBOPMO TpajHu peciiexiti mpema Tomu. To ce ecuno mpe Tpu-yeTUpy TofMHe.
Ja cam mpemnasuo mpeko Tor cemagopa 6e36poj myTa mociue tor gorahaja. Buure Hukazga
HIICaM IIPABMO TO PacTojame, au ToMa Me je 3allaMTIO U KaJja CTOjUM y KOJIOHM MCIIPe,
cemadopa Toma 1posnasy mopes Mor ayTomMoOmIe ¥ BUAY Me, al) He IPUIa3u Jia Iepe
modepurajony. V Taja nmam ocehaj, kaja ce cpeTHy HallM IOITIEAM, OHJIA OXUBM TIO-
HOBO Ta CLieHa KOjy caM rope OIMCcao. 3a MEHE je TO jeflaH Off JOXKMB/baja KOjU Ce TPAjHO
Memopuy...

« Jec, TC ce Hygu, anu ce He HaTypa, He HaMehe — y TO CMeIITaMOo JIeo FeTOBOT yCIexa.
Ou Huje Bpebay ayroMobmmcra. CTipKe CBYfa, He JIaH/Iapa ce JOK je Ha mpoMetHuip. Huje
TOTOBaH Kao IpyIn4aH 6poj UCTOIIEMeHNKa 1 IpunagHnka BehnHckor Hapopa. Camo
jemHOM caM crasuo npeymopHor Cemadopiujy, fpeM/bBUBOT U VICIIPY>KEHOT Kao K/Iaja Ha
ok MapTtupujyma. HemMaTu oH BpeMeHa 3a JOKOHITYK.

o TC uyje apodupmus, Beh npubupmus. He 6upa xona npema perucrpanyjama, aa
JI Cy CTPAaHCKa VIV HallMHCKA, jepTHHA WM CKYIIa, IOJIOBHA MU HoBLjaTa. [Tokasyje
jellHaKy Mepy IpeMa CBMM THUIIOBMMa ayToMobuina. (JIpykumje mocTymajy cCKOICKe
cemadopnmje: ,,bprcauy 06MYHO MY Ha KOa ca CTPAaHUM PEerMCTapCKUM Tabnuiama,
JIyKCY3HMjUM ay TOMOOW/IMMA, ¥ Haju Aa 61 OO/ Ha/JOKHaRy 3a CBOj pazn.”) 3a mera je
IJIaBHO Jla HABMPY ayTa J 3aTO KUIITY Off OcMeXa KaJj CIIasyl IOAYT pef Y4eTBOPOTOYKAIIIA.

o TC He apoinieciiiyje. VI HeMa pasjora: HONMIUja ra He fUpa, C BO3aUMMa CjajHO
cniopebyje. 3aTo ce 6yHe cTak/IONepaun y IPYrUM MeCTUMA, IIOIYT OHUX U3 LIEHTpa
MIymanuje:

»KPATYJEBAII - HecBakujauimy mpoTecT OffpyaH je gaHac y Kparyjesity, y 11eH-
TPy Ipajia Ha paCKpCHUIM KOJ Benmkor mapka, Tfie Cy ce OKYIVIM He3a/[0BO/bHY Mepadn
mogepiuajoHy, KOju Cy 3axTeBann a uM ce omoryhu pag. Ilepaun modepiuajoun romm-
HaMa yHasaJj Cy le0 HajlpoMeTHMjUX packpcHuia y Kparyjeiy, a nurame je fa i he
TaKO 1 OCTaTH, jep UM, KaKO HaBoJle, IIO/INIIMja He fIa [ia pafie, IIa Cy HeKM Off BUX jyTpoc
crymwm y mTpajk rnaby. Behuna of mux Ha oBaj Ha4MH M3ApPXKaBa CBOje IOPOAMIIE U
He BU/IM HauuH Kako he To pagutn ybynyhe. — ITepem modepxe Beh Hekonmmko rogmHa
U MUC/IVIM JIa je OBO IIOIITeH 1ocao. He xpageMo, TpyaumMo ce u He cMapamo Bosade. Ko

¢ EnexTpoHcko mucmo: From: Branislav Mitic [mailto:mitic.branislav.berlin@gmail.com] Sent:

Friday, August 31, 2018 2:46 PM To: ,Dragoljub B. Djordjevic’ Subject: Toma Semafordzija i
ISPOVEST.

7 UsBewraj Pyxnne [lananoscke (From: Ruzica Cacanovska [mailto:ruzica.cacanovska@gmail.
com] Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 12:16 PM To: brkab@junis.ni.ac.rs Subject: Re:
Information! Bpka).
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xohe - xohe n mwraty Konuko xxemt. Of 0OBora ce M3EP>KaBaMo ¥ He BUAVM Ha KOjJ Ha4VH
hemo ybynyhe sapahusaru - xaxe jenan op nepada modepurajorn (16. maj 2016).

« TC pagu oHo urro Bomu win 6o/ oHo 1rto papu. [Tapadpasupamo Xyana Oxra-
Buo IIpenca (Prenz), apreHTNHCKOr MuCIa Ha afgpecu y TpCTy, KOjit HEKAKO TAKO BeI:
»HajBa)KHuje je pajuTy OHO IITO Ce BOJI, @ AKO Ce TO HeMa, OH/Ia MOpPa fla C€ BO/IJ OHO
IITO Ce paju.”

« TC yme ca ueilikom ofi BeTUHCTBA... PaHO je I0Yeo Ja ce CBOjCKM TPyAuU U 0b6e3be-
Iu xopy xnmaba 3a pamuinjy u cebe... VIsBexx6ao ce 1o Te Mepe Aa y UCTO BpeMe XUTPO
Opuiiie BeTpOOPAHCKO CTAKIIO, I7efia y ceMadop, KOMYHULIMPA C BO3a4eM, fle/Iit OCMexe
[POTA3HUIMMA, CTUTHE A MOKYIM HATPafy U He YKOUI IIPOMeT , HLITO
CaBpIIIEHO [TOKa3yje N3BAHPENHY MHTEMUTEHIIN]Y, OP3UHY, TOKPET/BUBOCT, JOBUT/BIBOCT
u cumynranoct (Kapor, 2019, str. 21)“°

« TC pabora HUje TONMKO 071aKaA TOIYT paMaliMjcKe, aKO YOIIIITe IIOCTOj! JIAK 3a-
HaT, HIfje HN TellIKa Kao Ta/burapcka mnm hybperapcka — Herne je nsmeby. [Jok pamayuja
ypam/byje yMeTHIUKe CTuKe, poTorpaduje, robmeHe... y MIPY 3aTBOPEHOT IIPOCTOPA CBOje
CKPOMHe pafbIlIe, JOT/IE cema%o DI}y Ha OTBOPEHOMe IIPXKU CYHIIE, TIOINBA JaXK[, 11 3a-
cuma cycHexna [(Pororpaduja 4), anmy Moxxe fa ce CKJIOHM 1 OAJIOKY 06aBesy jep HeMa
[IpUjaB/beHy AETaTHOCT I He Tarbajy ra IIOPe3HNULN, a pabaiuje Cy, yjefHO 1 IpeToBapadn
TepeTa KOjy IIPeBO3e, YCIOB/bEHM ITOrol)eHIM [TOC/IOM 1 MCIIATOM 110 06aB/BEHOM PafYy,
Kao IIITO 3a YMCTaye YIMIIA U CaKyI/badye CeKyH/[APHUX CHPOBMHA ,,HeMa OIMOpa JIOK Tpaje
o6HoBa® - Ilepau modepiuraj6un Huje TeK, wiu He 6u Tpebano na Oyze, honuparse ox
3aHMMama.

» TC mocao je @ioiiyerber, Kao ITO je OflaBHO IPE3PEH M OMA/IOBAXKEH KOBAYKM 3a-
HaT - poMcku uaeHTurercku am6bnem.!? (ITocroju nspexa ,[ie cy opad u Koray, Ty je u
koBau“. Hema BuIle HM opaya HU Kollaya — 3aTpIe ce U KoBaun.) [la HeKo He TOMMCIU
KaKo je Ipambe CTaK/Ia Ha BO3M/IMMA JIelIplIaBa 3aHuManuja. Jlajexo of Tora: ucnmpame
modepirajoHy 3aMOpaH je mocao.

o TC Huje mwyitiuma n 6axcys. Hbera usysetno moxere 3aTehyt HepacIonI0)KeHOT, HUKa-
[ia TYKHOT OHOJIMKO M OHAKO ,,Ka0 LIUTaHCKA KaIleya y pasHoj Kadaun!! YMura je 1oBa,
He [03ep, ¥ HUKaja, 6all HUTHU jefHOM, HICMO Ta 3aTeK/II HapOTyILIeHOT, HaMproheHor u
JBYTUTOL. A CBaKOJHEBUI[A Xy/ba JIM T'a Xy/ball?

8 http://ritamgrada.rs/kragujevac/vesti/peraci-sofersajbni-ne-daju-nam-da-radimo-teraju-da krademo/

9 TakBe ocobune Momo Kanop (Kapor, 2019, str. 21) npunmucyje gomahum GaHkapckuM Hame-
IITeHNLIaMa: ,,3a Pas/MKy Off BIUX, Hallle GaHKapcke CIy)x6eHuIe cy reuuju HamoneoHosor Tuma.
Jlok dekaTe Ha HOBal, CIy>KOeHNIle y HalIoj 6aHIM Kyljahe jefHOM PyKOM padyH, a APyroM Ha
KOMIIjyTepy, HOK he TermedoHCKy cyLIammniyy IpuapxKaBaTyt 6pajjoM 1 MUPHO PasroBapaTy ca He-
KIM O TOMe Jia Cy ce y By/eBapy mojaBum >keHCKI MaHTIIN yIIo/a IieHe. Yyt he kyBatn kady Ha
petoy y oy, mymmnTy 1 o6jalImbaBaTy ce ca CTpaHKaMa JOK 3aBpllaBa Opydak.”

10y cBojoj mocBeT Aenu, CTapoM BpamaHcKoM koBady, Cumon Cumonosuh (Simonovié 2017, str.
14) Bermu: ,,[laHac je 0Baj 3aHAT IIPe3peH U OMATIOBaXKEH, HbIUMe ce yrIaBHOM 6aBe Ilurannm.”

' Cjajun mspunaj BopucnaBa Muxajmosuha Muxmsa us jemHor ¢parMeHTa MeroBe IIpo3se
(Mihajlovi¢, 2018, str. 59).

12 Mupjana Yakuun, mpeBopunar pomani ITarpuxa Mopujana (Modiano), cromume jemHOr
HeTOBOT KIbIDKEBHOT JIMKa: ,OHora koju Hac nopceha ja HM4mja CBaKoJHEBUIA HMje CaulibeHa
camo ofi xepoja win nobenuuka (Uaknin, 2018, str. 4).“
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« TC HapaBHO Jia He bydu CKOMpalllje, OHe KOji Y TaJiMIM ayTOMOOM/Ia HAMEePHO
CKYI/bajy MeTa/IHV CUTHUILL, YBEK Majy ABa, 1eT, 10 mim 20 guHapa, CipeMHM Jja ra ydgacre’,
Jla He 6u cry4ajHO MOpay ia ce MCIpce NanupHOM 6aHKHOTOM of 50 nam 100 guHapa.
Xajne me, jenHy LuIyjale 1 Kpo3 Mpo30p My TYTHY MeTalHe MOHETe — )KYTY HeTOOaHKY
vty 6eTy ZeceTORMHAPKY — HO Ty CY I OHM KOjit Oalll IKpTape, KOju ce Ipase ,,0/mecaBu’
U He IIpy>Ke My HUIITA, HUKAKBY LpKaBuily.'® 3aTo oH, kako ra 6or fao, 6e3 063upa Ha 1mo-
CTYIIaK BO3a4ya TBPAMLA, CBAKOTA YCITYKM.

« TC perko Kap gpesxgu Ha cemadopy, Hokapabacu ce ¢ MyLITepyjaMa VI He Jiaj
6oxe [1a CK/IM3HE y eKCTPEMHY CUTYalujy fa ra Heko oganamu. Huje ka0 ocTanmy HUIIKY
cTaksonepayn, Mehy kojuma cy HapounTO MasIoZIeTHUIIM CKJTOHY KPYITHUM NHIUCHTYMA.

« TC Huje foxoHyMja, He Ly iy HULLe, jep Kaf, 611 fyBaHMcao — paboTa 6u Tprena! He-
PEHTaOWIHO je TO 3a/{0BO/bCTBO, OHOCHO JIYKCY3 3a HEKOTa KOjI Ce YIINbe [ja CKPIN KOjy
IapUIy ¥ paCKMUJQ aIKy 10 aJIKy CUPOTUIbCKE KYNType.

« TC pyke He kpacu KOMITjyTepcKa, HUTY AyHDepcka Kao /omara IakeTHHa, alu Huje
Jia Huje la HeMa nope6/baHe IpcTe npumarohene nepaykom 3saHaTCTBY.

« TC Huje cysorvas, Huje ro/baBKo, HEro je J0OPO IOy heH, MMa I'a OHAKO 3/eIIacTOr.
JemMHO ITO 3aHOCH jeTHOM HOTOM.

« TC He ¢pywapu. OnpeM/beH je CBUM HOTPeOHMM pajyInMa 1 oaroapajyhum reqso-
CTMMa 33 KOPEKTHO 00aB/batbe II0C/Ia: YBeK Cy Ha PACIIOIaramby HEKOIMKO KaHTY C 0OMYHOM
BOJIOM, ITa4aBpe U IIPUPYYHe YeTKe, PA3HOBPCHe XeMuUKauje U Qraluniie 3a mpckame (1eo
TOTa OCTaBJba ITopey] ceMapopcKor cTyba ja mpeHohw, BpegHuje cTBapy Hocn Kyhis; Bogy
3axBaTa KOf JaroguHMarana, Ty Hefaneko oy komunja). CTexao je M3BpPCHY CIPETHOCT Y
6pucaukoj paboTu, TO My oMoryhaBa Jia 3a TpeH M3BPILY je[JHO IIpatbe IPEber M 3aJber
ayTOMOOWIICKOT CTaK/Ia, XMTPO IIOKYIIM Harpajy — HoBIie — 1 1ipebe Ha cneneha kora; 1 cBe
TaKo JIOK ce Ha ceMaopy He yTIamy 3e71eHO CBETIIO.

« TC nuje uu amkasxo. Vako ce saHuMa nppaBoM paboTom rnannajyhm samasana
CTaKJIa, He Oflaje 3alyLITEeHOT MOMKa, HallpOTUB — BPJIO Cy My ypennu obyhnHa, oxeha,
PyKe u nie.

« TC manku1e je ciilagano, BparonacT jienuja, CIipeMaH Ha IlIajly MUMUKOM, TeCTOM U
HOJTyI/IaCOM; KOjJ ITy T M3BeJie KaKBY IIepauKy ersyOnIimjy, CBarja u3MaMiu OCMeX, Liepy ce
U ofiHOCY Hezlahe 1 TeXauKy I0Cao Kao fla MMa CBe BpeMe OBOra cBera’?

o TC je foHeK/Ie HEBO/BHIUK, IIONYMYTaB I MaljHe uenas. [la Myka Oyze Beha, kirena-
Bo xoffa. To ra HMMao He ocyjehyje ma ce pagHO aHraxyje u nsabepe nmpasy Mepy Tora. /
IeroBa I7IaHIlepcKa OpaTuja yme ia He ipeTepa y nociy. Heseposarna BecT, 11. HoBeMbpa
2013, namia ce Ha cajty Hulke renesusmje:

»YKOJIMKO CTe ce Hajjaiu ja heTe Ha HeKOj Ol pacKpCHMIIA Y rpafly fOOUTH Op3UH-
CKO Hpame IodepiuajoHe Ui cTe ce IPUIPEMIUIN Ja MHCTUKTUBHO Of{MaXHETe PyKOM,
HajBepoBaTHIje hete ocTaTn yckpaheHu u 3a jefHo u 3a apyro. [IpasHuK je, usriema, u 3a
BehuHy ymm4HMX Hepada mpo3opa, na here nx ganac remko Hahy Ha pagHOM MecTy. ‘14
Vsrefa fa u CTakjionepayn nNMajy ,,3anperrHe gaHe !

13 HapaBHo, y TOMe [I0CTOjI Be/IMKa ;032 aMOPaIHOCTH. TaKaB je CBaKI OCTYIIAK Y Y1jOj OCHOBU
nexxu ofopambenn mexanusam” (Dovlatov, 2018, str. 30).

14 http://ntv.rs/praznuju-i-peraci-sofersajbni-video/
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« TC je cxBaT/BMBO ManKMIle citipauipue. Kajja caM ra mmuTao fa ca CBOjUM UCTPAXKN-
BaYKMM TYMOM HaMepaBaM Jia IPOy4MM beroBy paboTy 1 CIIpeMIM MOHOTPadCKy CTYAN]Y,
y Ko0joj he 6utn ,,rmaBHu nuK’, 6e3 3asopa je mpuxsatuo. Kacuuje, mehyrnm, kaga cy ra
HoMOhHNIIM CHMMa/M Ha paJHOM MeCTY, U KaJla VX je 3aIas3)o, OMMCIINO je ja CMO MU
Heke yXojfie McIipeq ofiroBapajyhe rp>xapae nncTutyuuje. HapaHo jja ce HajBuIIIe ITammo
fa HucMo u3 MYII-a, Te je 1eroB kKoMeHTap 6110 [ja He SKeJIi [ja 3aBpILY Y aIicy.

Peujy, Toma Cemadopruja je ,,JokTopupao” Ha mogepIajoHn — TBPAO CTOjJM 133 OBe
usjaBe — IIepjaHnIa je Mehy craxionepadnma, Hagpacra o0MYHe Iepade Koje CBAKOTHEBHO
cpehemo mo cprickum Bapoumima. Huje otkpuBaran mocia 3sator 6prcad uodepirajoHu
— OH je camo Hajdowu u3ganax ol poga, ugeanHu M.

Toma Cemadopiinja u 1eros ,6e3a3neHn” MO3UB, 3a9yMI0, HUCY 3AHUMBUBU HYI JI0-
KaJIHJM CPeICTBMMA 32 MAaCOBHO IIPEHOIIee TIOPYKA, a IIPIYa O TOMe CUTYPHO 61 611a
[OBOJbHA 3a fokyMeHTapHK ¢uaM.!> Cemadopynja jecTe MHOTO TOra, IIOHajMarbe je 3a-
TYpEeH /UK 3a KOjuM Tpeba Ja ce Tpara 1 /{0 KOjeT ce TelKo fonasnu. EHo ra, oxamapa Ha
PaCKpCHULY, MIIYEKyje fa ra HeKO 3aMeTH U 00e/IeXH HOBUHIINCKOM PEOPTAXKOM IV
Te/eBU3NjCKuM 3anucoM. Hema HaMm pyre, Hehe press — xohe connornosn!

W Tako, MuIl IO MUII U MAYAY COLMOIOUIKOM JIMHUjOM, 3ajefHO ¢ JJparaHoM
Tomoposuhew, moye f1a ce onpeaMeTIbYje MOja 3aMICA0 O M3Y4aBamby U MOHOIpadCKoj
00pajiy HUIIUINjCKOT Ilepaya modepirajorn spaHor — Toma Cemadopnja.

AKXO ycIeMo Ia OATOBOPMMO Ha Jobap feo MUTama MOCTaB/bEHNUX Ha IOYETKY
HCTPaXMBalba, OH/JA CMO UCITYHIIH 3aaTak. ®

Y mosaguHu counonomkor noprperucama Tome Cemadopunje, Humxkor Poma, u
U3IBajama IMMeH3Mja BberoBor IOPTPeTa, CTOjI Teopyja MHTEpKyATypanusma. OHOMa,
y jelIHOM YBOAY Y POMOJIOIIKE CTY/Yje, OfIYYHO Ce OAPeIIO — MHTePKYITypanusam je
OIIIITE MECTO POMOJIOTYje Kao NUCLUIUIVHE Y USTPALbIL.

»Besa nsmehy nnrepkynrypammsma u Poma jecte naBHaurma. Pomu cy mapagurma
MHTEPKY/ITYPATHOCTH. 3a1To? 3aT0 IITO je IPAKTIUYIHN MHTEPKY/ITYpalin3aM, He3aBUCHO
Off CKPYIIY/IO3HIX TeOPUjCKIUX PacIpi, HeiuTo 1to Pomu Beh BekoBMMa X1iBe, CBYIZE ca
mpyruMm etHocuMa 11 kynrypama” !’ (Pordevié, 2010, ctp. 22).

15 Mepn Buwmnh (Bili¢, 2018, str. 5), xpurukyjyhu mennje, rakohe npumehyje: ,3anmmpuso je ga
TB pemoprepu Bp/1o 6pIDK/bUBO BOJE padyHa O TOMe fia KaJ IpaBe IPIUIOT O HEKOM ,0e3a3/1eHOM'
CTapoM 3aHaTy KOju M3yMupe, PafiOHMIN MM IPOJABHUIM GOMOOHA MM paTayKa MK CTapoj
rocrobu Koja mompas/ba KMIIOOpaHe I Koja je Y HeKOj YHepHIII Y Kojy yhe jenBa geceTak Mymitepuja
IHEBHO, HUYMM, I1a HU C/IMKOM HUIIOIUTO HE OTKPUjy Yy KOjeM ce fieny rpajia Hamasu. Vinm, He maj
60sxe, ymuiy. Basbjia la uX refaonu KojuM cydajeM He poHal)y a oBu a ce He o6orare

16 Tako Be/m u Hecybhenn nucary, jyHak pomana Mutana Oxtonynha Mempo (Oklopdzi¢, 2014, str.
27): ,Axo HabeM 0OAroBop Ha IOJIOBMHY MUTaa KOje IIOCTABMUM y KNS, ja caM 00aBMO CBOj 3a-
JlaTakK, CBe OCTAJIO je M3MUIL/bAIbE I JIaXK .

17 Tj. 3amaxkem ce 3a IITO BuuIe pasyMeBajyhe cormonornje, a Marmwe CIMjeHTH3Ma ¥ CYBOIIapHE
conmonoruje (1 semorpaduje, ernorpaduje u ucTopuje).
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IMoptper je GpopMupaH Ha OCHOBY [eLieHIjCKOT IPUMAPHOT MCKYCTBA NCTPAKMBAYA.
Y TOM Ieproy CMO CKOPO CBAKOZHEBHO OCMATpAIN [TOHAIIake Opucada modepirajoHn
Ha PACKPCHUIY, YeCTO PasroBapajlt Ha leTOBOM ,PaIHOM MeCTy  W/IM 32 BpeMe Iaysa,
¢ororpaducanu ra y pasnuauTuM CUTyalnjaMa, IPUKYIUbaIi OCHOBHE OATKE O BeMY
ox cabpahe My, Koja ra fo6po 3Ha, Kao ¥ MUIIUbea Bo3ada HepoMa. [IpucaH, MHTNMaH
omc nmuka Tome Cemadopyuje usBepeH je y nyxy thick description'® Knnoppa I'epua
(Clifford Geertz). A ma mu ce JOTOAMIO OTPOMHO HEMTOK/IAMIA e VIV IIPUOTIVDKHO CTararmbe
YBUJA, U3/I0KEHNX Ha IIPETXOIHUM nucToBuMa,!® no KOjyX CaM JJOIIA0 JIeL,eHNjCKIM CBa-
KOJJHEBHIM IBUPereM Kpo3 cTakyIo ayTa y Tomy Cemadopnjy 1 pesyarara CCTeMaTCKOT
emmupujckor mpahema werosor paga y 2018, xoje ¢y CIpoBe/y MCKYCHU UCTPAXKUBAYN
- Oparan Togoposuh, Jenena Quunh u Mnagen Mutposuh - unrtaouu he ycranosnutu
ynTambeM MaTepujajta us kiure Toma Cemagopyuja, koja he ce mojasurn us mramre 2020.
TOJIMHE.

18 Thick description je 3ampaBo mpucaH, MHTMMAH OIMC 3a KOji Ce 3a/larao 1 npuMermusao lepiy,
Haj6orbe 1 06jacHNo y uyBeHO] cTymuju Anidipoiionoi kao iucay, (Geertz, 2010).

19 Eprecro Ca6aro (Sabato) mpaBo Benu: ,,[Io0HOBO MMaMo JBOjHOCT TMCLIa, ABOjHOCT u3Mely oHora
IITO Ce 3aMIC/IM 1 OHOTa IITO ce ocTBapy (Barone, 2019, str. XV).“
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TOMA THE TRAFFIC LIGHT MAN?

(Translation In Extenso)

Abstract: A sociological portrait of the Romani Toma the Traffic Light Man, a
windshield wiper on one of the central intersections in the city of Ni§. He is an interesting
figure, a city guy, poor as a church mouse, very observant and picky, a bit of a buffoon,
somewhat reluctant and apprehensive, protected by his guardians; he has a delineated area
of operation, he has been skilful with his squeegee from his childhood, he does what he likes
to do in order to survive, he earns a pretty penny, and he is the envy of many. He does not
yearn for compassion, he is rarely stigmatized, he is not impudent or bad-tempered, he does
not impose on people or protest, his profession is underestimated but not at all easy, he is
not messy or slipshod, he does not like misers, he does not loiter around the traffic lights or
smoke. Toma the Traffic Light Man is at the forefront of the squeegee men, he towers above
regular cleaners that we meet daily in Serbian towns. He did not establish the profession
known as the squeegee man - he is just the best specimen, the ideal type.

Key words: Romani, squeegee man, crossroads, traffic light, Serbia

I am writing about a squeegee man with all the derivatives of this word, without which
itis impossible to deeply understand Toma the Traffic Light Man, a resident of Constantine’s
town .

Here is an attempt to portray him (here in after: TLM) by distinguishing an array of
traits, characteristic actions, life positions, and sketching his physical appearance:

TLM is a very interesting figure. My sociological “story” about Toma is not a vignette,
as John Lennon put it, “about boring people doing boring things”* Our squeegee man is a
wolf of street-life experience to say the least.

! brkab@junis.ni.ac.rs

2 Prepared as part of the projectSustainability of the Identity of Serbs and National Minorities in the
Border Municipalities of Eastern and Southeastern Serbia (179013), implemented at the University
of Ni§ - Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, and funded by the Ministry of Education, Science and
Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia.

3 Zoran Paunovi¢ (Paunovi¢, 2018, p. 92) tells his statement: “The song ‘Lovely Rita, a cheery vi-
gnette about a young parking service worker, was considered by Lennon to be one of McCartney’s
characteristic songs ‘about boring people doing boring things’ (like for example, ’Eleaonor Rigby’).
McCartney’s tendency, however, to tell ordinary stories from trivial everyday life was fundamentally
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TLM seems to have a delineated operation territory: neither does he trespass onto
someone else’s, nor do they interfere with his work. It's not to say that there were no attempts
to invade his “territory”, but all attempts were thwarted.* Why is no one moving him from
the intersection? It would be unfair to remove him from the intersection. [Photo 2))

TLM is favored, as it he had powerful protectors. A sociologist must ask himself whether
some people are behind him, have power over him, have him under their control. If so, do
they exploit him, as is often the case? Does he share his earnings with them? What are the
racket capacities?

TLM earns quite a lot — we learned from someone else — even more than the average
salary in Ni$ and southern Serbia. And people who take a percentage control this. He has
to pay and while Romani racketeers who protect his operation, that is, peaceful work — no
one can touch him, let alone compete with him or squeeze him out. (A grandmother of the
American writer J. D. Vance (Vance, 2018, p. 20) once said to him, “There is nothing more
miserable than the poor steal from the poor. It is nasty enough without this. It is perfectly
certain that there is no need to make things even more difficult for each other””)

It seems like someone is stealing from TLM, overseeing and taking most of his hard-
-earned money. To avoid confusion, we do not want the details of the amount of revenue
and the overseers to come out on the open! It can hurt him - the job of a sociologist and a
romologue is not to hurt a vulnerable group and a poor creature. I respect the methodological
rule I laid down in my discussion with Saga Weckmann and offered to other romologues:
“Vulnerable ethnicities are not helped by presenting negative examples, especially by
insisting on them. I note several cases I have already written about” (Pordevia, 2005, pp.
16-17). Some things are not spoken about because of the law, because due to the information
given, one could be persecuted and punished. It is not the job of a romologue to expose a
Romani horse dealer or a horse stealer. The one who has unforgettably told him about a
disappearing form of self-sustainability of Romani culture can be made known by public
only after the law can no longer harm him. Other things are not mentioned due to the
‘uncivilized aroma; so as not to embarrass a particular individual and to shake his/her status
among their own. It is not the job of a romologue to expose an emancipated Romani woman.
The one who told him about the hell she went through because of the ‘early’ loss of virginity,
that s, disrespect for a conservative custom of Romani culture, her identity can only be made
public by name and surname when she starts a family, reaches old age and is respected as
a mother. Some things are deliberately deluded because the public opinion is unwilling to
receive and respect it. It is not the job of a romologue to emphasize the enormous wealth of
a few Romani people. The people who honestly told him how they have benefited from the
culture of misery of their tribesmen can only be made public by name and surname when
the poor rise a little above the bottom. In romological research, the starting point must be
humanistically engaged” (Dordevie, 2014, p. 109).

TLM is a poor man descended from the lowest social circle. Poverty is a family tradition
and the worst signs of destitution can be seen in his home. Toma’s family is immersed in

not so different from Lennon’s postmodern introvertness, which considered every, even the most
banal, personal topic worthy of artistic treatment.”

4 For the sake of comparison, read John Clarke’s article Skinheads and the magical recovery of the
community (Pordevié, 2013, pp. 45-50) on how British skinheads “protect” their territory.
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poverty. Unlike many Romani people, he does not tolerate and accept the unimaginable
destitution that undermines all humanity and destroys the soul.>

TLM, like his workmates, is trying to do little-something to survive. However, his
little-something is different from what most are doing, because, apparently, it is lucrative.
A little-something is lucrative!

TLM does not lure pity! He is self-sustained; does not rush to the counter of the Ni§
Center for Social Work to ask an unkind official to give a few dimes to a Roma beggar. Is
it socially preferable for the Traffic Light Man to be a social parasite, a pickpocket and a
beggar, or to self-sustain himself by working with his two hands? He is not a layman, but
an employee.

TLM is envied by many Romani people because the “harvest” of the customer’s money
is sometimes so abundant that it can be envied. And the envious ones are the other urban
workers: squeegee men and flea marketers®, garbage collectors, cart drivers and carriers,
iron and plastic collectors, collectors of bottles and old paper - not to mention beggars.
Many would push him out of the intersection.

TLM is in a position of interdependence with the owners of four wheelers. To him,
wiping is a craft and a source of survival; he is welcomed by them because of their own
workload, as they often do not have time to drive their cars to the carwash, and he solves
their pet’s “problem”.

TLM is the city’s favorite figure. Relying on an abundance of opinions of friends,
acquaintances and random passers-by who had contact with the squeegee man at the
intersection of the Bridge of Youth, the life-line of Nisian traffic, I report that they all agree
that the Traffic Light Man is a dear figure, that they almost never refuse him even when he
leans on the hood and starts with the hygiene without asking, paid or not, to cheer them
up with an honest smile and at least for a moment restore their good mood after gloomy
hours at work and quarrels with a ruffled boss, an unkind cashier in a shop or with a clumsy
worker at NIS gas station.

TLM is rarely stigmatized by anyone, though the ordinary folks in Serbia, without
having really met them, talk about traffic light men too easily and harshly. They often judge
them, forgetting the lesson of Frédéric Lordon (Lordon, 2019, p. 5), a French economist,
according to whom “condemning’ has always been the best way not to understand...”. When
I give aride to someone and we pass by Toma’s area, sometimes some say something like this:
“Look at Brko, this Gypsy, he acts arrogantly and answers to no one, as if the intersection
was his property, as if his hanuma brought a rich dowry”” It is a false impression and those
who rarely pass through are susceptible to it.

TLM is not quarrelsome, nor arrogant. He does not argue with unkind chauffeurs and
those who refuse his service. He obviously sprang from a good root.

TLM is very insightful. This respect-worthy trait has been noticed by many. Here is a
story of Branislav Mitiz, a resident of Bela Palanka, who has lived in Berlin for four decades
and who crosses the flea market intersection every month at least:

5 A fiction writer Jelena Lengold concludes sociologically: I felt the difference between the terms
poverty and destitution ... Poverty is when you have no money and destitution begins to plague your
soul (Vujici¢, 2019, p. 54)”

6 For details, see On a Horse with a Laptop in Saddlebags (Pordevi¢, 2010, pp. 113-129), in the sec-
tion “Roma on the Flea Market”
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“Hi, Dragan, I'm glad that I can contribute to the research on Toma the Traffic Light
Man. On this occasion, I will tell you about my experience with Toma. I was in the car
with Braca and, from the distance of about 50 meters from the traffic light, we saw Toma
approach the cars with great devotion. Braca told me not to approach the traffic light, i.e.
to make a distance between my car and the previous one so that Toma would lose interest
to take 15 steps to my car. I immediately accepted Braca’s advice and watched Toma
react. His reaction, his expressive understanding of the situation, suppressing feelings of
disappointment and non-opposition, spurred a feeling of a lasting respect for Toma. It
happened three or four years ago. I have crossed this traffic light numerous times since
that event. I have never made that distance again, but Toma remembered me and when I
was standing in the row in front of the traffic light, Toma passed by my car and saw me,
but he did not approach to wipe the windshield. At this moment, when our eyes meet, I
have a feeling that the scene I described above comes to life again. For me, this is one of
permanently remembered experiences..””

Yes, TLM does offer his service, but he does not force it, he does not impose himself
— that is part of his success. He is not lurking for drivers. He gets everywhere, he doesn’t
wander about while on the intersection. He is not an idler as a fair number of his tribesmen
and members of the majority people are. Only once did I see the overworked Traffic Light
Man drowsy and outstretched like a log. He doesn’t have time to be idle.

TLM is not choosy, but gathering. He does not choose cars according to license plates,
whether they are foreign or domestic, cheap or expensive, used or new. He shows equal
behavior to all types of cars. (The Skopje traffic light men behave differently: “Squeegee
men usually go to cars with foreign license plates, more luxurious cars, in hopes of getting
payment for their work”®) For him, the main thing is that the cars are coming and that’s
why he smiles broadly when he sees a long row of four-wheelers.

TLM does not protest. And there is no reason: the police are not bothering him, he has
great relationship with the drivers. That is the reason squeegee men from other places are
complaining, such as those in the center of Sumadija:

“KRAGUJEVAC - An unusual protest took place today in Kragujevac, in the city
center at the intersection near the Great Park, where dissatisfied squeegee men gathered,
demanding that they be allowed to work. Squeegee men have been part of the busiest
intersections in Kragujevac for years, and the question is whether they will remain so,
because, as they say, the police will not let them work, so some of them went on hunger
strike this morning. Most of them support their families in this way and do not see how
they will do it in the future. — I've been wiping windshields for several years and I think
this is decent work. We do not steal, we work hard and we do not bother drivers. Whoever
wants the service can get it and pay for it as much as they want. We are surviving on this
money, and I do not see how we will make money in the future — says one of the squeegee
men (16 May 2016).”°

7 E-mail: From: Branislav Mitic [mailto: mitic.branislav.berlin@gmail.com] Sent: Friday, August 31,
2018 2:46 PM To: ,Dragoljub B. Djordjevic® Subject: Toma Semafordzija i ISPOVEST.

8 Report by Ruzica Cacanovska (From: Ruzica Cacanovska [mailto: ruzica.cacanovska@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 12:16 PM To: brkab@junis.ni.ac.rs Subject: Re: Information! Brka).

° http://ritamgrada.rs/kragujevac/vesti/peraci-sofersajbni-ne-daju-nam-da-radimo-teraju-da krade-
mo/
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TLM does what he likes or loves what he does. To paraphrase Juan Octavio Prenz, an
Argentine writer living at an address in Trieste, who says: “The most important thing is to
do what one loves, and if it is not the case, then what must be done is to love what one does””

TLM has known his way with the brush since childhood ... Early on, he began to work
hard and provide bread for the family and himself ... He is proficient to the point that he can
quickly wipe the windshield, look at the traffic light, communicate with the driver, share
smiles to passers-by, manage to pick up the money and not congest the traffic
“perfectly demonstrating extraordinary intelligence, speed, mobility, agility and simultaneity
(Kapor, 2019, p. 21).’10

TLM’s work is not as easy as that of a picture framer, if there is an easy craft at all, it is
not as difficult as that of a cart driver or garbage collector - it's somewhere in between. While
a picture framer frames art paintings, photographs, tapestries... in the quiet confines of his
humble shop, a squeegee man is in the open sun, in the pouring rain and drizzles of snow

but he can shelter and postpone the work because he has no registered activity
and is not pursued by taxpayers, whereas cart drivers are also the carriers of the cargo they
transport, conditioned by the agreed work and the pay-per-work type of payment, and for
street cleaners and recyclers, there is never rest. — The job of a squeegee man is not merely
a phony occupation, or it shouldnt be.

TLM’s work is undervalued, the same as the trade of blacksmiths- a Roma identity
emblem!!, has long been despised and belittled. (There’s a saying, “Where a plowman and a
digger are, there’s also a blacksmith.” There are no more plowmen or diggers - blacksmiths
are also gone.) Lest anyone think that wiping windshields is an easy interest. Far from it:
wiping windshields is a tedious job.

TLM is not impudent and ill-tempered. You can sometimes find him in a bad mood,
never as sad as “a gypsy band in an empty tavern”.!> He is a pleasant man, not a poser, and we
have never, in any case, found him ill-tempered, frowned and angry. While daily struggles
are pressing hard on him!!3

TLM, of course, does notappreciate stingy people, the ones who intentionally collect
metal coins in the car drawer and always have two, five, 10 or 20 dinars ready to give, so as
not to accidentally have to hand out a paper banknote of 50 or 100 dinars. Well, some misers
cast a few metal coins through the window - a yellow 5-dinar coin or a white 10-dinar coin

10 Momo Kapor (Kapor, 2019, p. 21) attributes such traits to domestic bank clerks: “Unlike them,
our bank clerks are geniuses of the Napoleonic type. While waiting for the money, the clerks at our
banks will type the bill with one hand and type on the computer with the other, while holding the
phone to their chin and talking quietly to someone about half-price women's coats in stores on the
Boulevard. Along the way, they will brew coffee on a rack in a drawer, smoke and talk to customers
as they finish breakfast”

1Tn a dedication to his grandfather, an old blacksmith from Vranje, Simon Simonovi¢ (Simonovi¢
2017, p. 14) says: “Today, this craft is despised and belittled, performed mainly by Gypsies.”

12 A splendid expression of Borislav Mihajlovi¢ Mihiz from a fragment of his prose (Mihajlovi¢
2018, p. 59).

13 Mirjana Uaknin, a translator of Patrick Modiano's novels, mentions one of his literary figures:
“The one who reminds us that no one‘s everyday life is made up of heroes or winners only (Uaknin,
2018, p. 4)”
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- but there are some who are really miserly, who act silly and give him absolutely nothing.!4
That is why, as God has made him, regardless of the actions of stingy drivers, he provides
service to everyone.

TLM rarely loiters at the traffic light, fights with customers, or God forbid slips into an
extreme situation for someone to punch him. He is not like other squeegee people in Nis,
among whom minors are particularly prone to major incidents.

TLM is not an idler, he does not smoke, because if he did - the job would suffer! It is
unprofitable pleasure, that is, a luxury for someone who struggles to make ends meet and
break away from the culture of poverty.

TLM’s arms are not adorned with hands resembling the ones of a computer specialist,
nor the ones large like shovels that belong to construction workers, but he does have thick
fingers adapted to the wiper craft.

TLM is not skinny, he is not bony, but rather rounded, chubby. But the thing is, he
hobbles with one foot.

TLM is not a slipshod. He is equipped with all the necessary tools and proper fluids to
do the job properly: there are always several cans of plain water, cloths and hand brushes, a
variety of chemicals and spray bottles (some of which he leaves at the traffic light overnight,
he carries valuable things home; he takes water from the residents of Jagodin Mala, from
neighbors, not far). He has acquired excellent skills in wiper work which allow him to do one
wash of the front and the rear car window in an instant, quickly pick up the prize - money
- and move on to the next car; until the green light comes on.

TLM is not messy either. Although he deals with dirty work by cleaning stained glass,
he does not look like an unkempt man, on the contrary - his shoes, clothes, hands and face
are very neat.

TLM is abit of a buffoon, a mischievous guy, ready to joke with mime, gesture and
half-voice; sometimes he performs some special wiper moves, always elicits a smile, smiles
himself and endures hardship and hard work as if he had all the time in this world.

TLM is somewhat a sufferer, half-mute and slightly limp. To make the pain worse, he
hobbles. That doesn’t stop him from working hard and choosing the right measure. His wiper
brethren also know how not to overdo their work. On November 11, 2013, incredible news
appeared on the Nis Television website:

“If you were hoping to get a speedy wiper service at one of the intersections in the
city or were prepared to instinctively shake your hand as a sign of decline, you would most
likely be deprived of both outcomes. It seems that most squeegee men are on holiday as
well, so you will have a hard time finding them in the workplace today.”!®

It seems that the squeegee men also have no-work days!

TLM is understandably a little apprehensive. When I told him that I intended to study
his work with my research team and prepare a monograph study, which he would be the
“main protagonist” of, he accepted without hesitation. Later, however, when the assistants
were filming him in the workplace, and when he noticed them, he thought that we were

14 “Of course, there is a great deal of amorality in this. Such is every procedure with an underlying
defense mechanism” (Dovlatov, 2018, p. 30).

15 http://ntv.rs/praznuju-i-peraci-sofersajbni-video/
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some spies representing the appropriate state institution. Of course, he was most afraid that
we were from the police, and his comment was that he did not want to end up in prison.

In short, Toma the Traffic Light Man has a doctor’s degree in wiper trade - I firmly
stand behind this statement — the best of the squeegee men, he towers above regular wipers
we meet daily in Serbian cities. He did not establish the profession called squeegee men- /e
is just the best specimen, the ideal type.

Toma the Traffic Light Man and his “harmless” calling are, of course, not even
interesting to the local mass media, but a story about them would certainly be enough for
a documentary.'® The Traffic Light Man is a lot of things, but a misplaced, hard-to-find
character the least of all. There he is, working hard at the intersection, waiting for someone
to spot and present him to the world through a news report or television record. There is
no other solution, the press won't do it — sociologists will!

And so, little by little, following the sociological line, together with Dragan Todoroviz,
my idea of studying and monographing the Nisian squeegee man - Toma the Traffic Light
Man, began coming to life.

If we were able to answer a good part of the questions asked at the beginning of the
research, then we have fulfilled our task.!”

In the background of the sociological portrayal of Toma the Traffic Light Man, a
Nisian Romani, and the distinction of different dimensions of his portrait, is the theory of
interculturalism. At one time, however, in one introduction to romological studies, it was
determined - interculturalism is the general place of romology as a discipline in the making.

“The connection between interculturalism and the Romani is ancient. The Romani
are a paradigm of interculturalism. Why? Because practical interculturalism, regardless
of scrupulous theoretical disputes, is something that the Romani have lived for centuries,
everywhere with other ethnicities and cultures ”(Pordevi¢, 2012, p. 22).18

The portrait was formed based on decades of primary research experience. During this
period, we observed the behavior of the windshield wiper at the intersection almost daily,
often talking to him at his “workplace” or during breaks, photographing him in various
situations, collecting basic information about him from his fellow men, who know him well,
and from the opinions of non-Romani drivers. A close, intimate description of Toma the

16 Meri Bili¢ (Bili¢ 2018, p. 5), criticizing the media, also notes: “It is astounding that TV reporters
take great care while making a reportabout aharmless’ old craft that is dying out, in a workshop or
in a candy store, or about an old lady who fixes umbrellas in some old shack where only a dozen
customers enter daily, not to reveal in any way, not even through a picture, what part of the city it
is in. Or, God forbid, what street. I guess so that the viewers wouldn’t find them by chance and that
they wouldn’t get rich”

17'So says awould-be writer, the hero of Milan Oklopdzi¢’s novel Metro (Oklopdzi¢, 2014, p. 27): “If
I find the answer to half of the questions I ask in the book, I have done my job, all else is fabrication
and lies”

18 T.e. I am in favor of there being more understanding sociology and less scientism and dry sociol-
ogy (and demographics, ethnography and history).
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Traffic Light Man’s character is made in the spirit of the thick description!? of Clifford Geertz.
And whether there was a huge disagreement or approximation of the insights presented
on the previous pages,?® which I have come up with through the decades-long day-by-
day observation of Toma the Traffic Light Man through the car window and the results of
systematic empirical monitoring of his work in 2018, conducted by experienced researchers
- Dragan Todorovia, Jelena Dinia and Mladen Mitroviz - readers will find out by reading
material from the book Toma the Traffic Light Man which will appear in print in 2020.
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Dotorpaduja 1: Bam cmo sroguu!
(¢poro: . Togoposuh, 2019)

Photo 1: So handsome!
(Photo: D. Todorovi¢, 2019)

®otorpaduja 2: Bract Me masnu.
(¢dporo: [1. Togoposuh, 2019)

Photo 2: The authorities
are watching over me.
(photo: D. Todorovi¢, 2019)
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®ororpaduja 3: Xurpo cam momue! (poro: JI. Togoposuh, 2019)
Photo 3: 'm an agile man! (Photo: D. Todorovi¢, 2019)
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dororpaduja 4: Crexut 1, cHeX ... (poTo: [I. Tonoposuh, 2019)
Photo 4: It’s snowing and snowing... (photo: D. Todorovi¢, 2019)
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