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npyumTsa. VI 036mpbHa, 3amaiHa cryguja Cpiicko
gpywitieo u exonomuja (1918-1992) (Vukovi¢, 2012)
MOI’Ia je fja Oy/e KpyHa OBe 13y3eTHe Kapujepe OBOT

CPIICKOT Coliorora ia ce Bykosuh Hije HogyXBaTio aHatuse aHTYMCPIICKe IIpONIaraHje y
3alaHUM MefiUjuMa Y ,XyMaHUTapHO]” MHTepBeHuuju 1999. rognHe.

Tpehe nonymeHo nsname e cryauje je Beh ABoTOMHaA KibUTa, peko 900 cTpaHa a
HpOMemseH je 1 HacioB: of Ediuka satiagrux meguja (Vukovié, 2014)y Cpdu y napaitiusy
3anaga - ,Xymanuitiapna” HATO unitiepesenyuja (Vukovic, 2018). Aytop je moueTHO
MHCIIMPUCAH YBUAMMA KOjU HajCaKeTHje CTajy y OHO WITO je uyherme ypegHuKa KyITypHe
pybpuxe msenckor gueBHuKa Xencunidopiec [Jaidnaga Cepena Comenmyca:
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»He Mo>xe ce pasymeTn oBo 1mTo ce forahasno u gorabha y Jyrocnasuju 6e3 pasymeBarma
ynore Menuja. Bojuu fieo para He 6u 6uo Moryh fja My Huje IIPeTXOAMO MENVjCKM par.
JemHOM, Kazia ce CBe OBO 3aBPILM U PACBET/IN, KaJla CE€ YCTAHOBE OJTOBOPHOCTY, HOBMHA-
pu he Takobe 6utu meby onryxennma. Hosu uspas seh je y ynorpe6u: ‘menujcku patu
snounHy “‘(Vukovié, 1, 2018, str. 14).

Cnobopany Bykosuhy, Haxkanoct, Hije 6o npo6iem ga Habe Ha CTOTVMHEe HOBUHAP-
CKUX ,,IOIBUTA” KOjU CY HEJIBOCUMIMCIICHO JOCIMKABA/IM BEIMKI MO3aNK IIaHeTApPHOT
6eurganrha ,,He3aBUCHUX HOBUHApa U ,,cnobopHux Meanja“ [la 61 u 4nTamar Morao ia
ybe y oBe maBupunTe momohu he My ,,ipeiMeTHI” U ,,UMEHCKI MHJEKCY Ha KPajy KIbUTe.
EBO HEKO/IMKO MTYCTPATUBHIX IIPUMEpA.

Bognehu komenTarop Fbyjopxk tiajmca Tomac @punman numre: , XTeIu WIN He, MU
CMO y paTy ca CPIICKOM HaI[ijoM, TAaKO fia CTBapy Tpeba yIMHNUTI CACBYUM jaCHUM , IIUCA0
je ou 23. anpma 1999. Y Bopehem cBeTcKOM bepanHOM ITIACUITY TY KOHCTATLHU]y CIefie
sactpauyjyhu parau mokmman: ,CBake Hefje/be Balry 3eM/by hiemo pyurerem Bpaharu
yHasag. Xohete y 19507 Bparuhemo Bac y 1950. roguny. Xohete y 1389? Bparuhemo Bacy
1389”(Vukovi¢, 11, 2018, str. 272). Ao uxag 6yze cyaa o kome je roBoprio CoMenityc 0Bo He
6u mory1o fa ce mpeuyje. HapasHo, Hukasor cyma Hehe 6utn. Huje u nehe ce ormacuru Hu
CYA 9acTyt HOBUHAPCKMX YAPYXKema. A camo he omaname mohu 3amazia mpecygury 0BakBoj
»aporaniyju Mohu” 1 JOHEK/Ie 3alleNTI OKI/bKe KOje OBAaKBe IIPONaraHiHe KaMIlambe
IIpaBe Ha JINIly HEKOT Hapojia. Jep, fia je 3aIaIHONpOI/IalleHy TpubyHan y Xary nkama 6muo
Cy7 0BO 61 ce TIPOL[eCyMpajo Kao PaTHO XYIIKabe, 6ap.

Kag cy ,,iubepann” 3aysyuManu oBakBe ,CTaBOBe TOTOBO ja 61 6110 HEBEPOBATHO
7la, perMo, YyBeHn Boputes bun O’ Pejmu patomybusor Pokc Ibysa, Huje 0OTBOpEeHO
npetno: ,,Cyliajte B MOMIIM, BY Ce MOpPaTe CKIIOHUTY, MY CaJi JO/Ia3uMo u My hemo cpas-
HUTTIU 8aU4y 3emby , YUTaBa MHPpacTpyKTypa ofnasu.” Ila jour: ,,Ja 6ux ce onpenenio 3a
YHMUIITebe BIX0BEe MHPPACTPYKType, TOTAITHO YHUIITebe. CBaky 1k je OK” (26. ampw)
(Vukovic, 1, 2018, str. 44). Kao fia ce cBe fiermasa y OHNM IIPTaHUM QUIMOBMMA Y KOjMa
6e3r/1aBo 1eTH Yy/Ha ITUIA TPKAYMIA A V132 Fbe Ce PyIle KpOBOBY, (habpuyuKy fUMEbALL,
JleTe KaMeH) MOCToBU 1 npyre. Huje cTpaiiHo, jep pyka Koja IpTa Iaji U JIeT MOXKe HaIp-
TaTH U TPAZIOBe, CeNa, pabpuke, BO30Be, OONHIUIIE I Iedja UTPATNIITA. AU OBO je XIBOT,
O’ Pejnn! Cetn ce [locrojeBckor: ,,CBU Ufjeasyt OBOT CBETa He Bpefie Cy3e jemHor gereral”
Jla Hucy cTpalliHe, OBaKBe IIpeTibe Kao Me1jCKO M3BellTaBarbe Oyie 6u coMHabynHe. A
TO je peaTHOCT PPOHTA MEAMjCKOT paTa.

A u3a nmuHUuje GpoHTa Ce ByKY XOp/ie HeM30eXHMX ,KoIaua” y MOTpPasy 3a aBeTUMa
IpouyIoCTHL: »,EBO, parmnsma. Jomasu. Amu, dammnsam Huje oBfe’, y3BUKYje GppaHIyCcKu
¢unosod Anen Guukenkpot y nemaukoM Hiuiny. ,,On (pammsam) je y Cpouju!”(Vukovié,
11, 2018, str. 138). Kako je Hemipuma 61110 MyIo fia jefaH ppaHI[yCKu Ap>KaB/baHVH, HaJla3n
(ammcTe y Hapofy Koju je MMao /iBa aHTUQAIIMCTNYKA TOKpeTa. ANy HeMayKy MUHUCTAap
Jomixa Puurep nsrnena Huje 610 3a0BOJbAH ,,KBamuTeTOM OUHKETKPOTOBUX (AIIUCTA,
ma he ce y 6epunckom, Takobe ,,mubepannom’, Taiecuiiiuieny CynepBU3OPCKI KaIUTH A
je ,To BapBapcka ¢popma dammusma’ (15. anpwr)(Vukovig, I1, 2018, str. 195). Ty unToHaMjy
npaTrhe roToBO CBU ,,c1o60gHM Mepuju”: Cpou Cy ,,I/bauKaIIK HapOf, KOjy BOJIY Ja BJla-
ma”, ,moromuy [Innruc Kana’, ,,yaenniy Cagama Xycenna” win ,,e THOQYHAAMEHTAIUCTH .
Kap manac To unTare, TO fienyje u 3ab6aBHO.
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Crynuja Cnobopana Bykosuha craB/ba CBY Ty XMCTepHjy Y HOMUTUYKO-MeEIjCKe
KOHTEKCTE, IITO OBO JIe/I0 YMHU OPUTMHAIHUM HayYHMM PaJiloM U YBENMKO HaJUNIasu
jemHOCTaBaH U cBeobyXBaTaH KOMIICHIM]YM CaKyIUbEHNUX U3Pasa aHTMHOBMHAPCTBA, aHTHU-
IeMOKPaTUYHOCTI, aHTIWIMOepami3Ma 1 aHTHXyMaHn3Ma. HekpuruyHocT 3anaja mpema
cBOjUM MeTofiama ypehuBara cBeTa Ty ce 110jaB/byje y CBOj CBOj0j OPYTaTHOCTI 1 OICYCTBY
camokputnaHocTu. Ty ce 10 OIHOCY Ha Ipyradnje MUIIberbe ,, IMOepamHy’” CUCTeM He3HaT-
HO pas/MKyje ofi cBor 6parta apohenujckor 6nmsanIfa — copjerckor. OHM KOji He MUCIIe Kao
»HaIllVl MeIVji” VI Hallla TOMIIa He 3aCITy>Kyjy [ia BbJIXOB TOBOp Oyzie Ieo Aujajiora; a M Kaj
Cce yCyZe ia ToBOpe 0 peaTHOCTH To he HecTaTn y OmuIToj 6yLM, XapHaraMma Mopauousa,
nperasuhe ux Menujcke aranre MOOUNINCAHNX Y MEAMjCKOM pary.

3amajjHy MeMju Cy TaKo IpMenu 0 Mackapy Ha Mapkanama (5. pebpyap 1994. — mo-
TMHYIO 58 MuIia, a 142 je pameHO) Ia ce CBeTCKa jaBHOCT U JaHAC Tpece, a — ,[eHepall
Poys je mpBo, 5. pebpyapa usjasuo aa oH ‘Bepyje’ fa cy rpaHare (y MHOXIHI) UCTIa/beHe
ca CPIICKMX HOJI0Xaja’, a 6u Beh cyTpajiaH peTepupao Kaj cy ,,aHanau3e 3aBplieHe 1 a je
(cap) ‘Hemoryhe pehn ko je ncnammo rpanary’ (jeguy!)“(Vukovi¢, I, 2018, str. 282). VMctor
IlaHa CyMIbY je TOTBPAMO U reHepaHy cekpetap YH! Anm, 3a 3ammajiHe Mefjyije alicomyTHO
HeBaXHO! Jep je BbuMa ,,nipencTaBHUK CTejT femapTMeHTa 13jaBIo A2 je JacHO a 60CaHCKU
Cp6bu, Tpaxkehu (HesaBICHY) KOMMCH)Y XKeJle la CKpeHY Kby MehyHapozHe 3ajegunIie
ca crpareryje y CapajeBy” (Vukovi¢, I, 2018, str. 282).

Y TakBoj OyjuL HECYMIbUBO KOMIIETEHTHM 13/laBayd BOjHOT yacorca Janes Weekly
Defensa Ilon busep peue: ,Hukap HucaM 4yo 3a Takas CIy4aj Aa jefHa jefyHa apTIbepujcKa
rpaHaTa MOXKe Ja M3a3oBe Tonuku 6poj sxprasa“(Vukovic. I, 2018, str. 286). Ay, xora
6pura. buBep 0BOM IIpMINKOM HIje MOTao fa Oyze ynoTpe6/beH Kao rpaHaTa MefyjcKe
apTumbepuje.

Baur xao Hu Pynond AyriurajH, 4oBek Koju je ctBopuo Der Spiegel, Kaf je centembpa
1991. c HECYMIBLMBYIM ay TOPUTETOM, KOjJ HUKO HMje JOBOAMO y IIUTabe OIIOMIIbAO Jja He
Ba/ba HEKPUTHIKY I7IefiaTy forahama y XpBaTckoj. [Tocie HeCyMBUBOT ,,IIMperha MP>Kbe
Kojy je Bmagajyha XpBaTcka jeMOKpaTcKa 3ajefHIIA Y Pefu300pHOj KaMIIaky TOINKO
pacimpuBana’ (Die Presse) AyriuTajH je TOTMYHO IOPY4I1MBAO Ja

»aKo ce EBpora saHocu mpejoM fa 6m MOIIa fja IOCpeyje y OBOM CyKoOy, OHfia
ce TPAHO Bapa, jep He y3uMa y 063up unmennie. (...) PalmcTiyke ycTalle Ha 4eny ¢
BIXOBUM IOrIaBHUKOM AHTOM IlaBenuhem... kojer je Xutiep HApOUUTO L{EHNUO... OCTA-
BN Cy 32 COOOM 3eM/bY Y KOjOj TOTOBO Jja HUje 6110 JeBpeja, y K0joj je, 360r AuB/barba
IETOBMX yCTallla IIpeMa CPIICKOj MambJHIL, OCTana cprcka rpayma.“(Vukovid, 11, 2018, str.
23)

OunriesHo je Npoy3BeieHa IOMAaXHUTAIOCT jaBHOT Mibelba 3alajia Koju je cebe, 1o-
cre mazia beprHckor 3upa, 3Bao ,MehyHaponHa 3ajefHmIa” TOMMKO IIPOMEHNIA CUCTEM
BPETHOCTH y IPYIITBYIMA ,,CTAPUX IEeMOKpaTHja” fla Cy Ce U jaBHU ay TOPUTETI KOjU Ce HUCY
HPM/IATONN/IN OIlepaLijMa , MeJMjCKIX PATHUX 3/I04MHaLd” USTYOUIN ¥ ,,KOHTPOIMCAHOM
xaocy*. Curyalnuja ux je MapriHanusosana. Ibuxose peun cy ryOuie Ha 3Ha4ajy, a bUXOBU
IPOV3BOJHM IIOTOHM CY, IIITO je yOOMYajeHo Y TO3HOM KalMTaIN3My, 6e3 MKaKBJX MOpaJI-
HIX OTpajia CIIeVIIN JIOTUKY ,,PaTHUX TP)KUINTA” a He IIXOB 37IpaB PasyM I MOPAJTHM CTaB.

Y HOBOj CMTYaLMj} HAIITA Of BEIMKMUX Hade/la HOBMHAPCTBA 1 06aBese ImpeMa Ic-
THHU HUje ocTano. HukaBux mociemniia o ,HoBrHapcku yren Kpuctujan Amanmnyp,
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nepjanuie CNN-a, Hije 0CTaBI/IO U3BEIITaBalbe ,,ca CaxpaHe ABe Oebe, a OHe Cy IpeMa
IbeHOM MUIIUBEHY, MyCTIMMAaHCKe, YOI CY MX CPIICKM CHAjIIePUCTH — JOK je UCTUHA 611a
YIIPaBO CYIIPOTHA: ped je 0 CPICKUM 6ebama Koje Cy yOuIu MyCIMMaHCKI CHAJIIEPUCTH .
ITocao je mocao. Show must go on! OHa 1 faj/be ca UCTOM ayTOPUTpaHOIINy fAereHnjama
caxpamyje felly IIMpOM IIJIaHeTe.

Hesuna peunna cy camo marepujai. Kap je nranujancku Vn Manugecitio Kymmo o
Acowujeitieg iipeca xpiy pororpaduja Ty je 6mra u jefHa Ha KojeM je ,,)KeHa C AeTeTOM Y
Hapy4jy, KOje y PyLM Ap>Ku IUIITO/b-Urpadky . Manu Mapko Bypuh je Ty cprickn n3ber/m-
I1a ,,KOjJ je yrouniuTe Hamao y ceny Lipao Brato’, anu ce on /la Citiamiiu y4nHNo Haj60/b1M
MaHEKeHOM 32 ,,MaJIOT XPBATCKOT 136ermniy’, a YHuifia ra je IpefcTaByIa Kao Majior Myc-
NMMaHa 4Mji je KOHBOj »,3aycTaBmaa cprcka mumnnuja” (Vukovié, I, 2018, str. 218). Kora
6pura y VlTammju Ko je Ha CIMIN, aKO apT-AMPEKTOPY Y HOBMHaMa Tpeba ,,nobpa crmka

Y MyTHOj BOAM HaBODEHNX jaBHUX MIeHa »3APaB PasyM PeTKUX /bYAU KOju He
IIPUCTajy Ha ,,Tepop romue” n3riefa kao mpahakarme prbe Koja U3 My/ba HCKade Ha IIOBP-
MIMHY MOKyIIaBajyhy fa yXxsaTy fammax: ,,Y cay4ajy [eHeposor BpaToToOMHOT IIOXO07a ca
npusHaweM ClloBeHMje HUIITAa MU APYTO HMje IIafjajio Ha maMeT Hero: ‘To 3Haum paT Ha
BasnkaHy, u TO IpaBu par. 3alliTo TO, UANOTe, He BUANTE? , O4ajHIIKI je TOBOPUO HeMAa4KI
¢unoszod Krmayc Tesenajr. Ay ,,upuora” IpaBy paT Hitje OPUHYO, jep je HeMadyKMM II0-
JUTHYKMM (M BOJHUM) €/IMTaMa ,paT Ha bakany 610 orpebaH IOIITO Cy Y IbeMy BUIeNe
IIAHCY Ja HoBpate okpwHU cyBepenuter (Vukovié, I, 2018, str. 213).

Kmura Cro6opnana Bykosuha je o6jacHmIa MHOre 10jaBe U3 TOT BpeMeHa, ajn
Marepujaj Koju oHa cabupa oTBapa Bemnke MoryhHocTu na apyru ayropu, ocmobohenn
»Cypdopama” mpe yhy y remy 1 mocsere ce cymruau. OpujeHTUPY CY jaCHM 1 yTeMe/beHM.
YumeHne npoBepeHe 1 aHOTUPaHe. A MHOTO je MaTepujaia n3Mehy Kopuila lberoByux
TOMOBA, CabPaHO U IpeITIeHO 137I0KeHO. To ce MOoXKe CMaTpaTy Kao 13y3eTaH JOIPIHOC,
jep pat y JyrocnaBuju je 3a fpyIITBeHy HayKy JajeKo off objalmeHor. V eneMeHTapHO.
Hepasro cam CMC-oM nnTao feceryHe KBanudUKOBaHUX JbYAN: KOja je HajOo/ba Kiblra
o0 paty y Jyrocrmasuji. CBaKko ce CeTHO HeKe KibJTe Kao o0pe, a/lyl HUKO HU 3a jelIHY Huje
peKao fa je JOBO/bHO KOMIIETHA 1a OATOBOPM Ha TO IUTabe.
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A GROUP PORTRAIT OF “MEDIA WAR CRIMINALS”
(Slobodan Vukovi¢, Serbs in the Narrative of the West - “Humanitarian”
NATO Intervention, Volume I and II; Sremski Karlovci - Novi Sad:
Izdavacka knjizarnica Zorana Stojanovica;

Beograd: Institut drustvenih nauka, 2018, 967 pp.)

(Translation In Extenso)

Abstract: This is a opinion / review of Slobodan Vukovi¢’s book that provides 1) a
detailed overview of how Western media reported on the war in the SFR Yugoslavia, and
2) meaningful synthesis that confronts the reader with the nature of this local conflict with
global ramifications.

Keywords: media war, hysteria production, hate speech, controlled chaos

Slobodan Vukovi¢, who was also president of the Sociological Society of Serbia (1997-
2000) and the editor-in-chief of Socioloski pregled/Sociological Review (1994-1996, 2000
2004), has written a number of important books on social mobility, corruption, transition
and dissolution of the Yugoslav state and society. A serious, comprehensive study titled
Serbian Society and Economy (1918-1992) (Vukovi¢, 2012) could have been the crown of the
remarkable career of this Serbian sociologist had Vukovi¢ failed to undertake the analysis
of anti-Serb propaganda in the Western media in the “humanitarian” intervention in 1999.

The third revised edition of this study is already a two-volume book, with over 900
pages, and the title has changed: from Ethics of the Western Media (Vukovi¢, 2014) to Serbs
in the Narrative of the West - “Humanitarian” NATO Intervention (Vukovi¢, 2018). The
author was initially inspired by the insights that most narrowly fit the astonishment of Scren
Sommelius, the editor of the cultural section of the Swedish daily newspapers Helsingborgs
Dagblad:

“One cannot understand what has been and is happening in Yugoslavia without
understanding the role of the media. The military part of the war would not have been
possible had it not been preceded by a media war. Once all this is over and clarified, once
the responsibilities are established, journalists will also be among the accused. The new

»

term is already in use: ‘media war criminals™ ( Vukovi¢, I, 2018, p. 14).

Unfortunately, it was not a problem for Slobodan Vukovi¢ to find hundreds of
journalistic “endeavors” that unambiguously portrayed the great mosaic of planetary misery

! relicars@gmail.com
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of “independent journalists” and “free media”. To enter these labyrinths more easily, the
reader will be assisted by the “subject” and “name” indices at the end of the book. Here are
some illustrative examples.

The leading commentator of TheNew York Times, Thomas Friedman, writes: “Like it or
not, we are at war with the Serbian nation, so things need to be made quite clear;” he wrote
on April 23, 1999. In the world’s leading liberal newspapers, this statement is followed by
frightening war cries: “Every week, we will bring your country back in time by means of
destruction. Do you want 19502 We'll bring you back to 1950. Do you want 13892 We will
return you to 1389” (Vukovi¢, I1, 2018, p. 272). If there ever were a court Sommelius spoke
of, this could not be overheard. Of course, there is no such court. The courts of honor of
journalists’ associations are not and will not speak up. It is only the decline of the power of
the West that will adjudicate such an “arrogance of power” and somewhat heal the scars that
such propaganda campaigns make on the face of nations. Because, if the Hague tribunal had
ever been a court, this would have been prosecuted as war incitement, at least.

When even the “liberals” took such “positions” it would have been almost unbelievable
if, say, Bill O’Reilly, the famous presenter of the war-loving Fox News, had not openly
threatened: “Listen, you guys, you have to hide, now we're coming and were going to destroy
your country, the whole infrastructure will be gone” And more: “I would choose to destroy
their infrastructure, a total destruction. Every target is OK” (April 26) (Vukovi¢, I, 2018, p.
44). As if all this happened in those cartoons where a bird runner flies around, and roofs,
factory chimneys, stone bridges and train tracks collapse behind it. It is not terrible, because
ahand drawing a collapse and a flight can also draw cities, villages, factories, trains, hospitals
and playgrounds. But this is life, O'Reilly! Remember Dostoyevsky: “The whole world of
knowledge is not worth the tears of that little child!” If they weren't terrible, such threats
as media coverage would be somnabulous. But that is the reality of the media war front.

And behind the front lines are hordes of inevitable “diggers” in search of the vestiges of
the past: “Here is fascism. It is coming. But fascism is not here’, exclaims French philosopher
Alain Finkielkraut in German Spiegel. “It (fascism) is in Serbia!” (Vukovi¢, I1, 2018, p. 138).
The Germans loved the fact that a French citizen found fascists in a nation that had two
anti-fascist movements. But German Minister Joschka Fischer did not seem to be satisfied
with the “quality” of Finkielkraut’s fascists, and he also complained in Berlin newspapers,
also “liberal’, Tagesspiegel, that “this is a barbaric form of fascism” (April 15) (Vukovi¢, 11,
2018, p. 195). This intonation will be followed by almost all “free media”: Serbs are “predatory
people who love to rule”, “descendants of Genghis Khan”, “students of Saddam Hussein” or
“ethno-fundamentalists” When you read it today, it seems even amusing.

Slobodan Vukovi¢’s study places all this hysteria in political-media contexts,
which makes this work an original scholarly work which goes far beyond a simple and
comprehensive compendium of collected expressions of anti-journalism, anti-democracy,
anti-liberalism and anti-humanism. The uncriticality of the West of its methods of regulating
the world appears here in its brutality and lack of self-criticism. Here, the “liberal” system
differs slightly from its twin brother — the Soviet one, when it comes to the attitude towards
differing opinions. Those who do not think the same as “our media” and our crowd do not
deserve their speech to be part of the dialogue; and even when they dare to speak about
reality, it will disappear in the general noise, harnags of moraloids, they will be overrun by
the media phalanx mobilized in the media war.
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The Western media were in an uproar about the Markale massacres (February 5, 1994 —
58 people were killed and 142 were wounded) so much that the world public is still shaking
today, and - “General Rose first stated on February 5 that he ‘believes’ that the grenades (in
the plural) were fired from Serb positions’, to retort the next day when “the analyzes were
completed and that it was (now) ‘impossible to say who fired the grenade’ (one!)” (Vukovi¢,
I, 2018, p. 282). On the same day, the UN Secretary-General confirmed the suspicion! But, it
was absolutely irrelevant to the Western media! For them, “a State Department representative
stated that ‘it is clear that the Bosnian Serbs, seeking a (independent) commission, want to
draw the international community’s attention away from the Sarajevo strategy” (Vukovi¢,
1, 2018, p. 282).

In such torrents, the undoubtedly competent publisher of Jane’s Deferce Weekly military
magazine, Paul Beaver, said: “I have never heard of such a case that a single artillery shell
can cause so many casualties” (Vukovi¢. I, 2018, p. 286). But who cares, Beaver could not
be used as a shell of media artillery on this occasion.

Just like Rudolf Augstein, the man who created Der Spiegel, when in September 1991,
with undisputed authority, unquestioned by anyone, he warned that events in Croatia
should not be viewed uncritically. After apparent “spread of hatred by the ruling Croatian
Democratic Union in the election campaign” (Die Presse), Augstein logically stated that

“If Europe entertains the idea that it could mediate this conflict, then it is severely
misguided because it ignores the facts. (...) The fascist Ustashas, led by their leader Anto
Paveli¢ ... whom Hitler especially appreciated ... left behind a country where there were
almost no Jews, where, because of his admiration for the Serb minority, Serbian trauma
remained.” (Vukovi¢, I, 2018, p. 23)

Apparently, the frenzy of public opinion produced by the West, which, after the fall
of the Berlin Wall, called itself “the international community” changed the value system
in the societies of “old democracies” so much that public authorities who did not adapt to
the “media war criminals” operation lost to “controlled chaos”. The situation marginalized
them. Their words were losing importance, and their production facilities, as is customary
in late capitalism, followed, without any moral barriers, the logic of “war markets” rather
than their common sense and moral attitude.

In the new situation, none of the great principles of journalism and the obligation to
the truth remained. The “journalistic reputation” of CNN’s journalist Christiane Amanpour
suffered no consequence whatsoever over the reporting on the funeral of two babies, who,
in her view, were Muslim, killed by Serbian snipers — while the opposite was true: they were
Serbian babies killed by Muslim snipers”. Business is business. The show must go on! She has
continued to bury children around the globe for decades with the same authority.

Innocent little children are just material. When Italian Il Manifesto bought a bunch of
photos from Associated Press, there was one of a “woman with a child in her arms holding
agun” in her hand. Little Marko Duri¢ is a Serb refugee “who found refuge in the village of
Crno Blato”, but La Stampa found him to be the best model for a “small Croatian refugee”
and Unita portrayed him as a small Muslim whose convoy was “stopped by the Serbian
militia” (Vukovi¢, I, 2018, p. 218). Who does even care in Italy about the identity of the boy
in the picture if the art director in the newspaper needs a “good picture”
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In the murky waters of public opinion, the “common sense” of the rare people who do
not consent to the “terror of the crowd” seems like the prancing of a fish that pops up from
the muddy water trying to catch a breath: “In the case of Genscher’s campaign with the
recognition of Slovenia, nothing else came to my mind than: “This means war in the Balkans,
and a real war at that. Why don't you see it, you idiot?), said a German philosopher Klaus
Theweleit. But the “idiot” did not care about the real war, because to the German political
(and military) elites, “the war in the Balkans was needed as they saw a chance of regaining
their sovereignty” (Vukovi¢, I, 2018, p. 213).

Slobodan Vukovi¢’s book explained many of the phenomena of the time, but the
material it holds opens up great opportunities for other authors, freed from “surfing’, to
enter the subject more quickly and dedicate themselves to the essence. The landmarks are
clear and well-founded. Facts checked and annotated. And a large amount of material is
collected and clearly presented between the covers of the volumes. This can be considered
as an extraordinary contribution, because the war in Yugoslavia is far from explained for
social science. And elementary. I have recently asked dozens of qualified people through
an SMS message what the best book on the war in Yugoslavia was. Everyone remembered
some particular book as being good, but no one said it was complete enough to answer that
question.
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