Socioloski pregled / Sociological Review, vol. LV (2021), no. 1, pp. 3-6

Anna I. Mantarova' 316.2(497.2)
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Editorial
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology Submitted 17/03/2021
Sofia (Bulgaria) Accpted 17/03/2021

doi: [10.5937/socpreg55-31379

TO JOIN EFFORTS IN THE FACE OF COMMON CHALLENGES

The political changes in Bulgaria at the end of the 1980s marked the beginning of
deep and comprehensive reforms in Bulgarian society. They had a tangible impact on sci-
ence, and in particular on sociology. New opportunities opened up, but also serious chal-
lenges were faced.

Sociology expanded its position in the training of higher education professionals and
began to be taught in more higher education institutions. Numerous sociological agen-
cies were established, which focused on public opinion polls on a wide range of topics and
accumulated a large amount of empirical material that could be used for theoretical inter-
pretations.

After Bulgaria opened up to the world, favourable conditions were created for the inte-
gration of Bulgarian sociology into the leading trends. Bulgarian scientists permanently
found its place in the European Research Area. For two decades now, Bulgarian sociolo-
gists have been working on Framework and other programs of the European Commission
and other international institutions and organizations.

At the same time, however, Bulgarian sociology suffered a lot of damage and difficul-
ties occurred. Research units with traditions and indisputable achievements were closed
down or severely downsized. Due to the reduced funding, academic sociology faced seri-
ous challenges. The need to seek funding from external contractors indirectly affected the
choice of research topics. It also affected the methods used. But the explanation of the coun-
try’s ongoing complex and contradictory transformation processes, of the serious prob-
lems and contradictions that have arisen, became the most serious challenge (Genov, 1998,
p- 87). Despite all difficulties, Bulgarian sociologists have achieved remarkable results in
the study and explanation of the new social realities, proposed and propose ways to opti-
mize social development.

Collaboration between sociologists from Serbia and Bulgaria has a long tradition.
Individual scientific contacts, participation in scientific events, joint publications, and com-
parative studies are the most common forms of collaborative work. What has been done so
far, however, does not meet the capabilities and interests of both parties and of sociologists
in particular. The geographical proximity, the similarity of problems our societies are fac-
ing - demographic crisis, mass emigration, ‘brain drain, poverty, growing social inequality,
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corruption, crime, lack of resources and capacity to respond quickly to emerging problems
such as refugee crisis, difficulties for the sustainable development of our societies - are a
prerequisite and an indicator for the need for joint efforts to establish a closer and more
diverse forms of cooperation.

Taking the opportunity provided by the Editorial Board of Socioloski pregled / Socio-
logical Review, we would like to make our colleagues from Serbia familiar with the works
of contemporary Bulgarian sociologists. In order to give a broader view, three generations
of authors have been selected — Academician Dimitar Dimitrov, a representative of the gen-
eration related to the institutionalization and the years of rapid development of Bulgar-
ian sociology; already established sociologists of the middle generation - Professor, Doc-
tor of Sociological Sciences Anna Mantarova, Professor, Doctor of Sociological Sciences
Maya Kelian, Professor, Doctor of Political Science Georgi Manolov, Associate Professor
Dr. Maria Zhelyazkova, Associate Professor Dr. Svetlana Stamenova; and young, but already
prominent researchers — Associate Professor Dr. Petar Cholakov, Associate Professor Dr.
Lyuba Spasova, Chief Assistant Dr. Todorka Kineva.

Apart from the generational aspect, the aim was to achieve thematic diversity by
works treating variety of current and significant problems and processes - texts that study
phenomena characteristic of Bulgarian society, as well as texts that study phenomena - of
supranational nature, a consequence of global trends and processes.

The diversity of the works presented is enriched by the fact that some of them are
mostly theoretical in nature, while others build their analyses on the basis of informa-
tion from empirical research and statistics and give a detailed picture of social realities in
today’s Bulgarian society.

As once again I express my thanks for the opportunity to present ourselves before
the Serbian sociological community, I hope that the proposed articles will help to get to
know each other, will contribute to establishing new contacts and expand our cooperation.
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Amna V. ManTaposa' YBogHMIK
byrapcka akagemuja Hayka,

VMHcruryT 3a punozodujy u conmonorujy

Coduja (byrapcka)

YIPYJKMBAIBE HAIIOPA ITPE]l BAJETHUYKUM N3A30BMMA
(IIpesog In Extenso)

ITomuTuuke npomene y byrapckoj kpajem 80-ux roguna 20. BeKa 03HaumIe Cy nove-
TaK AyOOKNUX U cBeoOyxBaTHUX pedopmu y b6yrapckom apyursy. OHe Cy MMajle 3Ha4ajaH
yTHI1Iaj Ha HAyKY, a HAPOUUTO Ha coumonorujy. OTBopusie Cy ce HoBe IPUIMKE, alli Cy Ce
H0jaBUIIN ¥ 030M/bHI M3a30BL.

Coruornoruja je mpommnpuia cBojy Mo3UIUjy y o6yIi BUCOKOOOPa3oBaHUX CTPY-
4IbaKa I T0CTaIa 00aBe3aH IpeMeT y IporpamMy 6pOjHIX BICOKOOOPA30OBHIUX YCTAaHOBA.
OcHoBaH je BenuKu 6poj COLMOIONIKNX areHIyje Koje Cy ce yCpeAcpeaie Ha UCIUTH-
Babe jaBHOT Mibelba y IINPOKOM PACIIOHY TeMa, CTBapajyhu Ha Taj HAYMH OTPOMHY KOJIH-
YMHY eMIIMPUjCKOT MaTepujaia Koju 611 ce MOrao yHOTpeONUTH 3a TeOpUjcKa TyMademba.

Kapa ce byrapcka oTBopua rnpema cBeTy, CTEK/IU Cy Ce TIOBO/bHM YCTIOBY 3 MHTe-
rpanujy 6yrapcke conuonoruje y Bogiehe rpengose. OHa je [o6uma cBoje TPajHO MeCTO y
EBpornckom ucrpaxusadkom npoctopy (ERA). Byrapcku connonosu seh nBe neuennje
pazie Ha OKBMPY 1 OCTa/MM IporpamMuma EBporicke KoMucuje 1 ocTanux MehyHapomHux
MHCTUTYLMjA ¥ OpraHM3anuja.

Mebyrtum, 6yrapcka coumonoruja je uCTOBpeMeHO JOXIBeIa U MHOTO LITETe U
noremkoha. VcTpakuBadke jefMHUIIE ca TPAJUIINjOM M HEOCIIOPHMUM JocTurHyhmma
3aTBOpPEHE Cy WM ¥ 3HATHOj Mepu cMabeHe. 360T HelOBO/BHIX (IHAHCH]A, aKaleMCKa
COLIMOTIOrMja CyOunIa ce ca 030M/bHIM nsazoBuma. [ToTpara 3a HEOIIXOHNM HOBUM CPefi-
CTBMMa Off CIIO/BHIX yTOBapada IOCPENHO je yTUlaaa Ha M360p UCTPAKUBAYKIX TeMa.
VcTo TaKo je yruijana 1 Ha IpuMebeHe Metofie. Vmak, objammemne Tekyher croxxeHor
KOHTPA/IUKTOPHOT Ipolieca TpaHcopMaliije y 3eM/bl IIpefadln Mehy cBuM mpobnemnma
U IPOTUBPEYHOCTIMA Koje Cy ce mojaBwin (Genov, 1998, str. 87). Ynpkoc moremrkohama,
6yrapcKu COLIMOMIO3M OCTBAPWIN CY 3HAUAjHe Pe3y/ITaTe y UCTPaXKMBaY U 00jalllbaBarby
HOBeE JIPyLITBEHE CTBAPHOCTM, IIPM Y€MY CY U paHuje IpefIaraan 1 HacTaBUIN a Ipef-
)Xy HadMHe 3a ONTUMU3ALN]jy JPYIITBEHOT pa3Boja.

Capapma usmeby cormosnora us Cp6uje n Byrapcke nma gyroroguiisy Tpaguiiujy.
ITojenuHauny Hay4HM yroBopu, yuenrhe Ha HaydHUM forabhajiuma, 3ajegHnuke myommKa-
IMje U ynopeiHe CTyAnje Hajuemrhu cy obmuuny e capagme. VImak, oHO IITO je 1o cafa
HOCTUTHYTO He 33/{0BO/baBa KamaluTeTe 1 HTepece 06e CTpaHe, a HAPOUNTO COLMOTIOTA.
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Teorpadcka 6nm3uHa 1 CITIHY IPO6IEMY Ca KOjMa Ce CYyOuaBajy Hallla IPYIITBA — IeMO-
rpadcka Kpr3a, MaCOBHa eMUTPaLiyja, Of/INB MO3TOBa, CPOMAIIITBO, CBe Beha IpyimTBeHa
HejeHaKOCT, KOPYIILNja, KPUMIHAIL, HEOCTATaK cpeficTaBa u MoryhHocTy 3a 6p3o pearo-
Barbe Ha HOBOHACTaJIe IIpOo6yIeMe Kao LITO je M30ermdKa Kpusa, moremkohe y ofpXuBoM
PasBOjy HAIINX APYLITABA — IPEACTAB/bAjy MPENYCIOB U MOTPeOy 3a YAPY>KEHUM HaIIo-
prMa Kako 61 ce ycroctaByim YBpurhy ¥ PasHOBPCHUjU OOIUIIN Capafiibe.

Kopucrehn npunuky xojy HaMm je npys>xmta pegaxkunja Coyuonouikoi iipeinega, xe-
nemu 61cMo fa Korere 3 Cp6uje yrmo3HaMo ca pajjOBMMa CaBpeMeHUX OyrapCKmx COLM-
orora. Jla 6u ce 06e3benuo mupu yBuj, ogabpaHe Cy Tpy reHepalyje ayTopa — akaje-
MuK [Jumutap JUMUTpPOB, IPEACTABHUK reHepalje Be3aHe 3a MHCTUTYLMOHAIM3ALIN)Y 1
rofiuHe 6P30r pasBoja Oyrapcke COLMONOTHje; eTabMMPaHY COLMOMO3Y CPefitbe TeHepaliuje
- mpodecop U JOKTOP COLMOMOMKUX Hayka AHa MaHTapoBa, mpodecop U JOKTOP COLu-
oyolKuX Hayka Maja Kemmjan, mpodecop 1 fokTop monmnTYKux Hayka [eopru Mano-
JI0B, BaHpeIHM ITpodecop 1 ZOKTOp Hayka Mapuja Jennamkosa, BaHpeiHY IIpodecop U
noxtop CBernana CraMeHOBa; Kao 1 MyIajiu, aay Beh eMMHeHTHN MCTpa>KuBa4IM — BaH-
pentu npodecop u gokrop Hayka [Terap Yonakos, BaHpenHM podecop 1 TOKTOP HayKa
Jby6a CracoBa, u rmaBHu noMohHuk mreda xarefpe 1 fokTop Hayka Togopka Kunesa.

ITopen reHepanujcKor acmeKTa, UMb je Takohe 610 OCTBAPUTHU TEMATCKY PasHOIN-
KOCT YK/by4MBabeM pajioBa HocBeheHNX BayKHUM TekyhuM npo6ieMyma 1 IpoLecuma —
OHIIMa KOjU Cy KapaKTepUCTUYHM 3a 6yrapCKo APYLITBO, KAO ¥ OHMMA CyIIPaHALMOHATHE
IpUPOJie KOji Cy MOCTIeAnIia ITI00aTHNX KpeTarma 1 IPoLieca.

Pa3HOMMKOCT IIpeCTaB/beHNX PafioBa JOAATHO je oborahieHa YnmeHNIIOM f1a CY HeK1
O BJX IIPeBACXOHO TeOPUjCKe IIPUPOE, JOK APYTM Ipajie aHaIM3e Ha OCHOBY IIOflaTaKa
eMITMPUjCKOT MCTPAKMBabha U CTATUCTHUKE U [ajy IeTa/bHY CIMKY APYLITBEHE CTBAPHOCTHU
y caBpeMeHOM 6yrapCKOM JPYLITBY.

V3paxxaBajyhu jour jegHOM 3aXBaTHOCT 360T yKasaHe MIPUINKeE [a Ce IPefCcTa-
BIUMO CPIICKO]j COL[MOJIONIKO]j 3ajefHNIIN, HafaM ce Aa he mpepioxenn pagosu nomohn y
MebycobHOM yrosHaBamwy, HOMPUHETH YCIOCTAB/balby HOBMUX Be3a I MPOIINPUTI HAIIY
capajby.
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