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TPABAHU, A HE IOTAHUIIU

3opan Crojupkosuh (2016), Ipahanu unu tioganuuyu:
oinegu o couujanHom Kanuwmany u wonumuukoj kyniypu ipaharna Cpouje.
Beorpap: 3aBop 3a yubennke, 317 ctp.

Kwura Ipahanu unu tioganuyu 3opana CrojupkoBuha, pefoBHOr npodecopa mo-
TUTHYKe colonoruje Ha 6eorpagckom Paxynrery mo-
JTUTUYKMX HayKa, TTOKYIIaBa /ja OATOBOPY Ha TEIIKa M-
Tama Koja ce TUYY IT0CTOjamba IVPKyIapHe Bese usMehy
HOTIUTUKe, KYNTYpe U APyITBeHOT ycTpojcTa Cpbuje. Ta
Be3a JIOBOJY JIO HeIIPeKMIHe PerpoAyKIUje HOaHIIKe
IONMUTIYKE KY/IType, TOIyI13Ma y pasHuM popmama,
»MeHTayHe pacnionyheHoctu rpabana, To ject ,,Hapopa“
U ,,TIOTUTUYKOT METeXa", umje Cy MOCIeANIIE ,IeOTOIIKa
X Kako(OoHMja“ 11 HEeNPeKMAHO SPYLITBEHO 3a0CTajambe.

enselied SR v Crapmbajyhu moj aHanUTUYKY NTyny BenUKu 6poj eMm-
¢

GRAPANI MIVPYjCKUX MCTPAKMBAba HACTA/INX TOKOM ITOCTIEBIX

ILI JleceTak rOfIMHA, Ay TOP YCIIELIHO TeOPHjCKU KOHTEKCTYa-

PODANICI nM3yje mpobeMe Ha Koje HamIasy 1okasyjyhu, ucro-

BpPEMEHO, IITa Cy CHeMMUIHOCTU CPIICKOT APYLITBA

Qn u nonutuke. OH IPUTOM He M30CTaB/ba JpaMaTHIHe

MOC/IeAMIe IO YNTAB MOCTCONMjaTUCTUIKY 60K, Kao
HI T7I06aJTHa KOMEIIamba I IpOMeHe Koje BoJie Ka CTamby
HOCTAEMOKpaTHje y pa3BUjeHIM 3eM/baMa.

CyoueH ca rOTOBO HEIIPeMOCTMBUM IIperpeKaMa y yCIoCTaB/baky HEKOT CYBYC/IOT
BUJIa IeMOKpaTHje Y HallleM APYIITBY, ayTOP Y ,,AYOUHM IPYLUITBEHOT TKMBA“ OTKpUBA
pasJiore HEIPEKMIHOT Tparama 3a BohaMa I CllacuTe/b1IMa, Kao 1 y OMUTUYKYM TIpaKcaMa
Koje ToMme siorpuHoce. ITokasyje ce ma Hije caMo ped O TPAAMLMOHATHOM ITOJJAHNYKOM
(pajuHCKOM) MEHTANIUTETY, Majla Ce KibIUTa JOTIYe U Tor mpobiema, Beh o cmoxeHOM
IpeIUieTy KOpyMIIMpaHe MOMTNTUKE, NHCYpUIMjeHIuje 00pasoBamba 1 3Hatba, Y BapavyKor
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HOITy/TM3Ma OCHAKEHOT ME/INjCKOM IPOIIATaH/[OM I IPYIITBEHOM HefudepeHnupasourhy.
Cae To moBOAM /10 CKIM3HYha ZeMOKpaTuje y ICeYRO[eCIIOTH]Y, PafHIKA U MHTEIeKTyaIara
y IIpeKapujar, jake gp>kaBe y ,IyKaBy, CeeKTUBHO c1aby apxkasy” (Stojiljkovié, 2016, str.
147), monutuake OATOBOPHOCTH IIapTHja 1 B/IaJja y BOMyHTapu3aM nojepuuana. [locnenune
TOT HECPETHOT IIpeIlIeTa jecy HelpeKUfHa CaMOPeIIPORYKIMja IOaHNIITBA, ITACHBU3A-
nuja rpabana u obecmmibaBare rpahaHcke mapTULNIALje, AaTOMIU3ALN]j€e [I0jefjHALIA
U pacTyparbe COLMja/IHOT KalliTala, Y/Me Ce CBe BUIIIe 0jadaBajy KOpyIyja, Moh moje-
AVHALIA ¥ MTHTepeCHMX (HepeTKO KpMMMHOTeHMX) rpymna. KoHLeHTpalyja Mohn y pykama
ofabpaHuX rpymna u mojefyHala foBofu o 6mokaze mupe rpahancke maprunnmnanuje,
ypyllaBama IeMOKPATCKMX MHCTUTYLMja, IEPCOHAaNIN3al/je BIACTU U CTamha y KOjeM je
0€KCTBO 13 peaIHOCTH Y CBET HAMETHYTUX TaOJIOMIHIX VHTepIIpeTalja M KOHCTPYKIja
OCHOBHA KapaKTepUCTUKa HeMONY Iyper ApyIITBa. Y TaKBUM OKOIHOCTUMA, LIe/IOKYITHO
IPYLITBO HaJIa3) Ce HEIIPEKUHO Y CTakby NIIYeKnBama 60/BITKA I pefia Koje MoXe Aa
HOHYAY CHa>KHY HojefuHal. CTame roTOBO 3acTpalryjyher ofcycTBa HoBepema He caMo
y BeMOKpaTcKe MHCTUTYIMje Beh 1 y MUKPOMHCTaHIle [PYIITBEHe OpPraHn3aliyje U eKo-
HOMCKOT [IOPETKa, IIPECTaB/ba jefaH off Hajo36ypHMjux mpobnema Cpouje 1 mpenpeky 3a
YCIIOCTaB/batbe KAKBOT-TAKBOT IIOPETKA; Y BbeTOBOM CPeAMIITY Hajmasuo 6u ce rpabannn
4Mj¥ PasyMHU U300PU JOIIPUHOCE OIIIITOj ZO6POOUTH APYIITBA.

Kmura 3opana Crojupkosuha Ipahanu unu tioganuyu: oinegu o couujannom Kauu-
wany u onuiiuuxoj kyniaypu ipahana Cp6uje objaimaba oMeHyTe IpoLiece 1 Ipobieme
C TauKe ITIEANIITA CABPEMEHNX TEOPH)a, MITO ITOCEOHO JOIPMHOCU TOME JIa AKTye/THe TeMe
KOje Ce THYy CBaKOT Off Hac 61y OCBeT/beHe U MHTEPIPeTIPaHe KOMIETEHTHO, aHAJIN -
TUYKI CABECHO M aKa/ieMCKH 0301/bHO. TO je IITHBO HANMCAHO Ca CTABOM, UCTOBPEMEHO
YUT/BMBO, 3aHUM/BYBO, /1) TEOPUjCKI YBPCTO yTEME/bEHO, AHATUTUYKY MIHYIIMO3HO.
Omno he cBakako 6uTy He3a0b6MIA3HA TUTEPATYPaA 3a CTYAEHTE U CTPyUrbaKe, KAo I 3a
MNPy YUTATAUKY ITyOTINKY.
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CITIZENS AND NOT VASSALS

Zoran Stojiljkovi¢ (2016), Citizens or Vassals:
Essays on Social Capital and Political Culture of Serbian Citizens.
Belgrade: Institute for Textbooks, 317 pp.

The book Citizens or Vassals by Zoran Stojiljkovi¢, Full Professor of Political Sociology
at the Faculty of Political Sciences in Belgrade, attempts to answer difficult questions re-
garding the existence of a circular relationship between politics, culture and social order
in Serbia. That relationship leads to a constant reproduction of the vassal political culture,
populism in various forms, “mental split” of citizens, i.e. “people” and the “political turmoil’,
whose consequences are “ideological cacophony” and continuous social lagging behind.
By putting a large number of empirical studies conducted in the past ten years under the
analytical magnifying glass, the author succeeds in the theoretical contextualization of the
problems he encounters, showing at the same time the specifics of the Serbian society and
politics. In doing so, he does not omit dramatic consequences for the entire post-socialist
bloc or global turbulences and changes leading to the state of post-democracy in the de-
veloped countries.

Encountered with almost insurmountable obstacles in establishing a sensible form
of democracy in our society, the author reveals the reasons of the constant search for
leaders and saviours in the “depth of the social tissue”, as well as in the political practic-
es contributing to it. It transpires that it is not only the traditional vassal (subordinate)
mentality, although the book mentions that problem as well, but complex interweaving
of corrupted politics, insufficient education and knowledge, sycophant populism empow-
ered by media propaganda and social indifference. All this leads to the slip of democracy
into pseudo-despotism, of workers and intellectuals into precariat, of a strong state into a
“cunning, selectively weak state” (Stojiljkovi¢, 2016, p. 147), of political responsibility of
parties and governments into volunteerism of individuals. The consequences of that un-
fortunate interweaving are continuous self-reproduction of vassalage, citizen passivization
and meaninglessness of citizen participation, atomization of individuals and dissipation
of social capital, which further strengthens corruption, power of individuals and interest
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(often criminogenic) groups. The concentration of power in the hands of chosen groups
and individuals leads to the blockage of broader citizen participation, the decline of dem-
ocratic institutions, personalization of power and the state in which flight from reality
into the world of imposed tabloid interpretations and structures is a basic characteristic
of the helplessness of the broader society. In such circumstances, the entire society is con-
stantly in the state of anticipating improvement and order that can be provided only by a
strong individual. The state of almost terrifying absence of trust not only in democratic
institutions, but also in micro-instances of the social organization and economic system,
constitutes one of the most serious problems of Serbia and an obstacle to the establishment
of any order, in its centre there would be a citizen whose sensible choices contribute to the
general well-being of the society.

The book Citizens or Vassals: Essays on Social Capital and Political Culture of Serbian
Citizens by Zoran Stojiljkovi¢ explains the above-mentioned processes and problems from
the perspective of modern theories, which particularly contributes to clarifying and inter-
preting the current topics concerning all of us in a competent, analytically conscientious
and academically serious manner. That is the text written with an attitude, at the same time
readable, interesting as well as theoretically firmly founded and analytically meticulous. It
will certainly be indispensable literature for students and experts, but also for the broader
readership.
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