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COIMOTEOTPA®CKE NETEPMMHAHTE
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HA KOCOBY I METOXUJN O 1999. 1O 2022. TOAVHE

Caxerak: CpIicka IpaBoC/IaBHa LIpKBa KPO3 YATABO CBOj€ IyXOBHO, ICTOPUjCKO U
KyJITYPHO Tpajame Ha npocTopy Kocosa 1 Meroxuje nenm cyaduny cprckor Hapopa. Y
NOCTIeNbe JIBe lenienuje, of 1999. mo 2022. roguue, CBeJOLM CMO Jia je, UICTOBPEMEHO ca
IPOrOHOM IIPaBOCIABHOT CPIICKOT CTaHOBHMIITBA ca Kocosa 1 MeToxuje, of cTpaHe rmpu-
HajiHMKa aIdaHCKe HOIyIalyje M3BPIIEHO U YHUIITaBambe CPIICKOT Ky/ITypHOT Hacebha,
IITO YMHM IPeIMeT UCTPAKMBatba 0BOT paja. IIpyMeHOM MeToo/or1je conuoreorpad-
CKMX MICTPXXMBaha, I[Wb Pajia je CTUIlamhe HAyYHOT CasHama y QYHKINjU HerocpeHe
HOTBpJIE, JOKYMEHTOBaK-a 1 IPE3EHTOBAba CBUX JI0 Cajja MO3HATUX C/Ty4YajeBa 3/T0HAMEPHOT
¥ TEIIKOT YHUINTEHa, CKPHAB/beba I BaH/a/IM3Ma HaJl CPIICKMM CaKpalHuM HacneheM Ha
npocropy Kocosa u Metoxuje of 1999. no 2022. rofuHe, Koje Cy yYMHUIM IPUIIATHULINA
a/1daHCKe 3ajeHNUIIE.

Kipyune peun: conmoreorpadceke ferepmunante, Cpduja, Kocoso u Meroxuja, pkse,
MaHACTHUPY, leBacTalyja ClIOMeHMKa

YBO[

KocoBo 1 MeTtoxuja cy Kpo3 CBOjy MCTOPHjy IPOIIIN pasmndnte dase, Of MUPHO-
TOIICKNX Ipoljeca Hace/baBama I PasBoja 1o YeCTUX PAaTHUX cykoda. Benuku dpoj Hayy-
HMKa ce daBuo npoydaBameM Kocosa 1 MeToxuje, Kao reorpadcke 1 HCTOPMjCKe LieTMHe.
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Y cBom peny ,,OcHoBe 3a reonorujy u reorpadujy Maxegouuje u Crape Cpduje”, Joan
LIsujuh npoyuasa KocoBo 1 MeToxnjy kao pernon Crape Cpduje Koju ce ommkyje co-
JKEHOM MOP(OTEKTOHCKOM 1 Ppr3NIKO-reorpadckoM CTpyKTypoMm. ,Kocoso, Metoxnja
u ITpuspeHcka KoTnuHa ca ITogpyMoM 4MHe BeMMKY reorpadcKy LielnHy, 3a Kojy ce Be-
3yjy mapcke >xyme: Cunupuh, Cpencka n Omnospe n mumcke xyte [Tmas u Iycume. Ona
je Porosnom uBpcro orpahena og Crape Pamke (mmn HoBomasapckor Canrraka). Ca jyra
je, ncruna, llapom u Kapagarom orpabena, anu cy oe npodujene Kauannukom xmcy-
powm, te cy Kocoso 1 Mertoxuja y Besu ca CkorbeM 1 KoT/mHaMa ckorcke Crape Cpduje.
YmernyTa nsmeby pauikux Kpajesa, ceBepHo o Poroste u CKOIICKO-TETOBCKe 0d/1acT
jyxHo ox Illape, KocoBo u MeToxuja cy kao doraTta u mpoctpaHa reorpa)cka IiennHa,
Sdunm nenrpanua odmact cprucke Hemamunhke npxaBe, 3a Bpeme mweHe HajBehe cHare.
¥ 10j cy TOTOBO CBa HajBa)KHMja MecTa Haule Benuke npouutoctu Ilpuspen, Hoso bppo,
3Beuan, [Tayun, ITeh, xao cronuua IMarpujapunje, Ipavanuna, Jevann u Bamcka” (Cvijié,
1906). Muojesuh je y cBojuM pagoBuma Iicao 3a oBaj feo Cpduje: ,,C mpaBoM cy crapu
IVICLY OBY OO/IaCT Ha3MBaJIV CBETVM CPIICKVIM KpajeBJMa I Kpa/bYILIOM Vi LIAPMI[OM IIPaBOM
Cpdujom” (Radovanovié, 2008). Aranacuje Ypouresuh cmatpa fa ce Hasus Kocoso jaB/pa
TeK IocJie OUTKe CPIICKe M TYpcKe BojcKe 1389. ropune. 3a BpeMe cpenmosekoBHe Cpduje
CBe /IO TIOMeHyTe OMTKe OBa OO/IACT, Ca jefHUM CYMIBMBYM M3Y3€TKOM, HIfje HIjeTHOM
nomenyTa ropt HasusoM Kocoso. (Urosevi¢, 1964). KocoBo 1 MeToxuja cy yum y cacras
Cpduje mocie dankaHCKMX patoBa 1912/1913. ropuHe.

Hasus MeToxnja y reorpackoj mrepaTypy IIpBY YT ce CHOMIIbE 3a BpeMe CpII-
CKe Cpe/IlOBEKOBHE Jip>KaBe. Taj mojaM je 03HaYaBao LIPKBEHE I MAHACTUPCKE MOCefie
U eKOHOMUj€E, Pa3IMYNTe BEIMYIMHE U PaHTa y XMjepapXujy IPKBEHUX ¥ MaHACTUPCKIX
Bracrenuna (Pavlovi¢, 2019). Ipyjuh cmaTpa fia je ,MeToX” ImpeyseT 13 IPUKOTL je3nKa ca
UCTUM 3Hauer-eM. KacHuje je METOXOM HasMBaH CBAKM MaHACTUP KOjU Cy KTUTOPU UK
BJIaJiapy IIPYJIOKIUIN ipyroM BeheMm MaHacTupy. ¥ cpenmeM BeKy cy cBu Behy MaHacTHpH
MIMaJIi HEKOIMKO MeToXa. AKO IIPKBeHa ceyla HyCy Oua Ha okyiy, Beh cy duma pasdarana
II0 pa3HMM KpajeBIMa, Taja je 3a CBaKU Kpaj HocedHO o3HavaBaHa MeToxuja. C 0d3mpom Ha
BEJIMKY TYCTVMHY Y KOHIJEHTPALVjy MaHACTYPCKIX U LIPKBeHMX MeToxa (MeToxuja), Koju ce
HaBOJIe y BIaflapCKIM ToBerbaMa (xpucoBybama) of Ctedpana Hemarma 1ma 1o mocmenmux
Hemamnha, kao 1 y oBe/baMa KHeXXeBa, IeCIIOTa U BEMUKIX BIacTe/Ha Xpedepanosuha,
JTazapesuha, Bpankosuha n fip., unraBa odmact MeToxujcKo-IIpuspeHCKe KOTINHE F0dua
je Hasus Metoxuja (Gruji¢, 1927).

OBaj mojam ce jaBpa y pagoBumMa gomahnx u ctpannx ayropa rokom XIX u moder-
koM XX Beka. ¥ cprickoM Prjeunnky Byka Kapanmha us 1818. u 1852. rogune mojasjbyje
ce TepmuH MeToxuja (Stojancevi¢, 1994). 3a BpeMe TypcKe BlajlaBiuHe Ha3uB MeToxnja
yBenuKo je dro npuxsaheH Kof CPIICKOT CTAHOBHUIITBA, KA0 M y CTPYYHO] U Y TONUCHO]
mmteparypu. [Tocte dankaHCKMX paToBa 1 3Mehy ABa cBeTCKa paTa mojam MeToxuja umMa
MIUPOKY yIOTpedy.

»Of andaHckux yce/peHNKa y MeToXujy, JOHEeK/Ie CIIOHTAHO, a Off IpyTe IOJIOBIHE
60-ux roguaa XX Beka, MOJ Ae/I0BAKEeM alTOaHCKOT CEITapaTUCTIIKOT TOKPeTa U Fhero-
BUX MHTEJIEKTYaIHUX KPYroBa, Ha3uB [lykahuuu moruckyje Hasus MeTtoxuje, Kako y
CTPYYHNM PaJIOBMMa TaKO M Y MEAMj/Ma, Jja o1 1968. ropune OBaj T10jaM duo MCK/by4YeH
U3 3BaHMYHOT HasyBa MOKpajuHe. YcraBoM Perrydmke Cpduje ns 1990. rogmHe, Hasus
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Meroxuja je BpaheH y 3BaHIYHY Ha3MB MOKpajuHe. Y npeamdymy YcTaBa CyBepeHe Ap-
kase Perrydmuke Cpduje, ns okrodpa 2006. ropuse, ctoju aa je ,,Iloxpajuna Kocoso u
Meroxuja cactaBaM feo teputopuje Cpduje y okBupYy cyBepete fpxase Cpduje’, unme
Ce HajBUIINM [IP)KaBHOIPABHIM aKTOM HOTBpDyje ITyH Ha3UB CPIICKe jy>KHe MOKPajUHe,
KOj¥I TAYHO Offp>KaBa IeH UCTOPYjCKM, KYATYPHU U aHTPOIIOTeorpadCKU UIeHTUTET
(Radovanovié, 2008).

Y ycnoBuMa HeCTadWIHMX MCTOPUjCKUX, KYITYPHUX M @HTPOIIOreorpadCKmx mpo-
1jeca, CPIICKO CTAHOBHMIITBO OCTaBUIIO je dpojHe 1 HeodopuBe JoKa3e O HepacKUAMBOCTH
Kocosa 1 Metoxuje ca octamum genosuma Cpduje. O Tome Hajdorbe roBope Mofany aa cy
Cpdu ToKOM CBOje CTOpUje Ha OBYM IIPOCTOpMMA OM/IV TO3HATY IPAfMTE/by 3aLyKOMHa
cprckux Bragapa. Mehyum, y nocnenmsoj nenennju XX Beka 1 npBuM fereHnjama XXI
BeKa CPIICKa ¥ CBETCKa jaBHOCT d1jie Cy cBefoLu pyluesa Hajseher dpoja cprickux sany-
O1Ha, TOYeB Off Cpefber Beka o AaHac.

Cornuoreorpadckn npeHtnrer Cpda Ha KocoBy u Metoxuju nnycrpyje u npeko
1500 yrBphenux kynTypuux fodapa (MaHacTUpH, LIpKBe, Ipod/ba UTH.) Koja CBefo4e O
BEKOBHOM IIPJICYCTBY CPIICKOT Hapojja ¥ IIPaBOC/IaBHE Bepe Ha OBOM IIPOCTOPY U BIXOBE
MarepujajHe i JYXOBHE KY/ITYpe, Kao He/la yKyIHe eBpOIICKe KYATYypHe dallTHe HacTaje
y IpeIUINTaby yTUllaja NCTOYHe U 3amafHe xpuithancke penuruje u Kynrype” (Nikoli¢ er
al., 2021). V nepuony 1999-2022. ropune Ha KocoBy 1 MeTtoxuju' cucteMaTcKu je yHU-
IITaBaHO CPIICKO NpaBociaBHO xpuithancko Hacnebe. To mpencTaspa npecesat y HOBI)Oj
ucropuju EBpore (Medojevi¢ & Milosavljevi¢, 2019, str. 266). Tema neBacTanyje KyITypHor
Hacnebha Ha mpoctopy Al KocoBo 1 MeToxuja u paHuje je dua mpegMeT UCTpaXkBatba.
OdjaB/beHO je HEKOMMKO ITOCedHMX ITydIIKalLuja, Koje Ha JUPeKTaH WM MHAMPEKTaH Ha-
uiH 0dpabyjy TeMy yHMIITaBama CPICKUX [[pKaBa 1 MaHacTupa Ha KocoBy u Meroxuju:
nydnukaunjoM ,,Pacrero KocoBo — ocKkpHaB/beHN 1 YHUIITEHM IPABOCIABHU CPIICKU
xpamoBy 1 MaHacTupi (jyH 1999. o maj 2001. roguue)” odyxsaheno je 107 xpamoBa (Foli¢,
2001).° O yHumraBamwy IjpkaBa 1 MaHactupa Ha KuM nuuie u Munau Visanosuh 2013.
TOfIMHe Y CBOjoj MOHOrpadujn ,MeToxuja — crioMeHUIM 1 pasapama 1923-2011". [lo ma-
Hac, HajcaJp>KajHuju crmcak ca 110 yHMINTeHnx, cria/beHuX, IeMOIMPAHNX U OI/baYKaHUX
npkaBa of 15. jyna go 10. maja 2003. rogue, odjaBuia je CpIicka IIpaBOC/IaBHa IIPKBa y
cBOM ,,Memopangymy o Kocoy n Meroxuju” (Holy Synod of Bishops, 2003).

TEOPUJCKO-METOOJIOIIKNM OKBMP PAJA

OsBum pagom odyxsaheHo je 137 cprickux npkasa 1 MaHacTupa y 109 Hacepa Ha
Kocoy n Metoxuju. VIsBope nopjataka o gepacTtarmjnu® KyntypHor Haceha nmpoHarum cMo
y usBemTajuma Enapxuje pauko-npuspeHcke, 3BaHIMYHIM TofanyMa Brage Perydmke
Cpduje o yHumTeHuM 1 omreheHNM KyITypHUM [0OpUMa Ha TEPUTOPUjU AYyTOHOMHe

* KuM je ckpahennra 3a KocoBo nu Mertoxuja

ITydnukaruja je uMasa iBa n3fama y 1999. TopuHm 1 MTaMIaHa je y CPIICKO-HEMauKOM, CpII-
CKO-€EHITIECKOM U CPIICKO-TPYKOM ITPpeBofYy; a 2001. TofiMHe MITaMITaHO je N3/Iathe Ha PYCKOM je3HKY.
Cae nopatke je cakymuia n gororpaducana Enapxmja panko-rpuspeHcka.

¢ Jesacrauuja (nar.devastatio) 03Ha4yaBa IyCTOLICHE, YHUIITABAbE.
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IMoxpajune Kocoso u Metoxuja opf 1999. no 2022. rogune, JHEBHO] IITAaMIIN KOja je CBa-
KOJJHEBHO 00jaB/pJBajIa MH(OPMaLMje O YHUIITaBalby CPICKMX IIPKaBa ¥ MaHACTIPa J1 Ha
OCHOBY COTICTTBEHMX TePEHCKIX MCTpaknBamba. LInb pafa je cacTaB/bame cBeodyxBaTor
TIOTIMCA CAKpaTHUX crioMeHrKa CpIicKe TpaBoC/IaBHe IIPKBe 110 Hace/beHNM MeCTVMa Ha
Kocosy n Metoxuju. Hag oBuM crioMeHMIIIMA Cy M3BPIIEHN PAa3ININTA BUOBY YHN-
IITaBamba: /bauyka IOKPETHOT O71ara, CKpHaB/beke CBETH A, ITa/berbe XpaMoBa I mpaTehnx
odjexaTa, MUHMpAabe, Pa3HOIIEHhe 0CTaTaKa, yniiherme TepeHa I yK/Iambake TParosa mocro-
jama y mepuony o, 1999. no pedpyapa 2022. rogusne. Takobe, 1w paja je 1 feTepMUHNU-
came Kocosa 1 MeToxuje kao reorpadcke peruje, koja YuHm HeOfBOjuBM feo Perrydnmke
Cpduje n Hepackupgusy Be3y ca Cpduma koju >xuBe BaH Ilokpajune. Conuoreorpadcka
MCTPaXXMBamba NUMasa Cy 3a IWb Jja Ce YKaXke Ha ,,KoneKTyBHO nmamheme” Cpda, HApoIgHO
BUIIIEBEKOBHO OKPY’KeHhe M MOHYMEHTATHOCT CPIICKMX KyITypHUX fodapa’. [lopen Tora,
b je dMo fla ce yKayke Ha CITIOMEHMYKM MIEHTHUTET U MUflean JYXOBHOCTY, apXUTEKTYpe,
HOBe3MBabe IPOLUIOCTH, cafialibocTu 1 dynyhHocTu. VicToBpeMeHO, Wb je yKasuBarbe
Ha 3Ha4aj Ky/JITypPHOT I JYXOBHOT Haceha y GyHKIuju cormjaine fuMeHsuje Ogp>KUBOT
pasBoja Cpda Ha mpoctopy KocoBa 1 MeToxuje. JemaH of I/TaBHMX LIM/beBa je U [ja ce YKaxe
Ha VPENeBaHTHOCT aclypanyja ¥ TeH/IeHIVja IPUBPEMEHNX KOCOBCKIUX BJIACTH JIa je CpII-
CKa KYITypHa OallTVHA BIXOBa — a/ldaHCKa OaluTHA. [leBacTipaHe I[pKBe I MAHACTUPU
CHCTEMaTH30BaHN Cy 110 Hace/beHUM MecTuMa (110 a3dyunom perny) Ha KocoBy n Metoxumju.

PE3VIITATU NCTPAJKMBAIbA

Ha repuropuju ucropujcko-reorpadcke peruje Kocosa u Meroxuje u y agMuHu-
CTPaTMBHOM CMICITY jy>KHe OKpajuHe Cpduje nMa yKymHo 1449 Hacepa IO IIONNCY 13
2011. ropuHe. ITo cBoM nocTaHKy, Hace/ba Kocosa n Metoxuje ¢y mocrta crapa. O BUX0oBoj
cTapocTy Hajdobe cBefour nomic odnactu bpankosuha, us 1455. roguse, jep ce MHOra
cajlallltba Hace/ba Tafla IOMIUIbY. 300T eTHIYKE XeTepOreHOCTH, CTAHOBHMINTBA Hace/ba CY
azndaHCKa, CpIICKa CTapoCceeNiauka, MEeIIOBUTA VLN Hace/beHIIKa (HacTana y MehyparHoM
nepropy konounsanujom Cpda u Ilpaoropana). OBakBa c/mka Hace/ba OyIa je IpUCyTHA
cBe 1o nocnenme fenennje XX Bexa. MehyTum, nosuatu gorabaju (patHu cyxodu) ycio-
BIJIM CY Ja Cy TO YIJITABHOM a/I0aHCKa Hace/ba, 3y3eB II0jefINHIX eHK/IaBa y KojuMa je
BehmHCKO cpricko craHOBHUIITO (ceBepHU ieo Kocosa — onmtrne 3Bevan, Jlenocasuh un
3yduH IloTok, [pavannna, Cupnunhka xyia, fopaxaesan, Ocojane, Bennka Xova utn.).
bp3o nonynanuoHo ysehaBame je KapaKTepUCTMKa CBUX KOCOBCKMX Y METOXMjCKMX Ha-
cempa (Pavlovi¢, 2019).

7

3akOHOM 0 KynTypHUM fodpuma Penrydmuke Cpduje (,,Cn. rmacauk PC’, 6p. 71/94, 52/2011 -
Zp. 3aKoHM, 99/2011 — fip. 3akoH u 6/2020 — fip. 3akoH) — KyntypHa godpa cy cTBapu U TBOpEBIHE
MaTepMjajIHe ¥ JYXOBHe KY/IType Off OIIITEr MHTepeca Koje Y>KIBajy IocedHy 3aliTUTY YTBpheHy
oBMM 3akoHOM. KynrypHa odpa, y 3aBUCHOCTH Off PUSMYKIX, YMETHUYKMX, KYATYPHMX ¥ UCTOPH]-
CKJX CBOjCTaBa, jeCy: CHOMEHMIU KY/IType, IPOCTOPHE KyITYPHO-UCTOPUjCKE IIe/TIHE, aPXEO/OIIKa
HaJIa3MIITa U 3HAMEHMTA MeCTa — HelIOKpeTHa Ky/ITypHa J0dpa; yMeTHUUKO-UCTOPUjCKa Jiena,
apxmBcka rpaba, duamMcka rpaha 1 cTapa u peTka Kib1ra — IIOKpeTHa Ky/ITypHa fodpa. Kynrypha
modpa, y 3aBMCHOCTY O] CBOT 3HaYaja, pasBPCTaBajy ce y KaTreropuje: KyITypHa odpa, KylITypHa
modpa off BEMKOT 3Havyaja M KYATypHa Jodpa off 113y3eTHOT 3Havaja.
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3a BpeMe paTHUX cykoda 1 mporoHa Cpda y HOBUjOj MCTOPHMjH, Y APYTO]j TIOTOBUHM
XX Beka u 'y npBoj fgetenuju XXI Beka CUCTeMaTCKM CY YHUIITaBaHU JOKa3y CTapocese-
JIAYKOT CPIICKOT uaeHTuTeTa Ha KocoBy u Metoxuju. Y ToM pyHnmIadkoM IIpolecy, Hopes
IIPOTOHA CTAHOBHUIITBA U ITajbeHha MIMOBUHE, YHUIITAaBaHY Cy LIPKBe M MAHACTHUPH (B.
Tadema 1), xoj ¢y jeaH of HAJIIOY3TAHM)VX JOKa3a O CPIICKOM CTapOCeIe/IadkoM CTaTyCy.
IIpouec ckpHaB/beba ¥ YHUIITABaba CPICKUX CBETUIbA HACTABA/bEH je ¥ TOKOM ApYyTe U
nodetkoM Tpehe penennje XXI Beka.

Hacespa y KojuMa Cy YHUIITEHe CpIICKe IIPKBa 11 MaHAcTpH cy: badmaxk (S.K., 2019),
Benuna (Foli¢, 2013, str. 35), Beno Iome (Government of the Republic of Serbia [GRS],
2004), Bunaua (Cup, 2017), Bysosuxk (Foli¢, 2001, str. 23; GRS, 2004), Bpon (GRS- Office
for Kosovo and Metohija [OK and M], 2022), Bpwaua (GRS, 2004), Bapare (GRS - OK and
M, 2022), Benuka Pexa (Foli¢, 2001, str. 20), Butomupumna (Foli¢, 2001, str. 37), Byuutpa
(GRS, 2004), I'ntmwe (Foli¢, 2001, str. 31), Tojdypu, Topmwa I'ymrrepuma (GRS - OK and
M, 2022), Topwa IMakamruna (Foli¢, 2001, str. 38), Topwa Cpduna (Foli¢, 2001, str. 30),
Topwu JIuBou (GRS, 2004), Topmwe Hepogumspe (GRS, 2004; Katarina, 2016, 4. novembar),
Topwu 3axyrT (Foli¢, 2001, str. 44), Ipeduuk (Foli¢, 2001, str. 34), Ipmoso (Foli¢, 2001,
str. 27), Ipuuap® (GRS, 2004), I'wunane (GRS, 2004), IBopane (GRS, 2004), Jodpa Boma
(GRS, 2004), Dodpuane (Foli¢, 2001, str. 29), Homax (GRS, 2004), Towa butuma (GRS
- OK and M, 2022), Dowe Hepopumime (VRS, 2004), Dowu Parumr (Foli¢, 2001, str. 37),
Homwa Cramanrauia (GRS, 2004), Jowa IInmamunia (Beta, 2019, Mart 17), IpeHoBLe
(GRS - OK and M, 2022), Opcuuk (GRS, 2004), JpajkoBue (GRS - OK and M, 2021).
‘Hakosumna (GRS, 2004, B. QOTorEaQI/{jX 1), Bypakosarn (GRS, 2004), JKerpa (GRS, 2004),
JKusumane (Archives, 2009), XXurtume (Folié, 2001, str. 34), 3ackoxk (Foli¢, 2001, str. 27),
3ounmre (GRS, 2004), 3ymue (GRS - OK and M, 2022), Jarsennna (GRS - OK and M,
2022), Kawanux (Foli¢, 2001, str. 32), Kujeso (Foli¢, 2001, str. 27, B. ¢pororpadujy 2),
Kmuna (Folié, 2001, str. 28), Knokor (GRS, 2022), Kocoscka Kamenuia (GRS, 2004),
Kocoscka Mutposuna (GRS, 2004), Kopumra (GRS, 2004), Kour (Foli¢, 2001, str. 34),
JleounHna (Jefti¢, 2011), JlokBuna (Jefti¢, 2011), Jlohane (GRS, 2004), Jbydmxpa (GRS,
2004), Jbydoso (Archives, 2009), Meuane (GRS, 2004), Myuraukoso (Archives, 2009,),
Myurytuurre (Archives, 2009, B. Qomrga@m]z 3), Hakio (Foli¢, 2001, str. 20), Hekogum
(GRS, 2004; GRS - OK and M, 2022), Hosaxke (Foli¢, 2001, str. 25), Odumuh (Archives,
2009), Onrepymra (Radi¢, 2014; Archives, 2009), Ocojane (Foli¢, 2001, str. 23; Kosovo. Net.,
2001), Maprem (GRS - OK and M, 2022), ITerpuy (Foli¢, 2001, str. 17, B. dotorpadujy 4),
Ierposue (Foli¢, 2001, str. 20), ITeh (GRS, 2004), ITehka Bamwa (Archives, 2009), IInckota
(GRS, 2004), ITogropue (Archives, 2009), ITogrpabe, IToxyjeso (Foli¢, 2001, str. 20; Beta,
2019, Mart 17), ITomasarus (Archives, 2000), ITomomare (GRS, 2004), ITorkamaja (Jeftic,
2011), HIpumruna (GRS, 2004; Foli¢, 2001, str. 29), ITycrenuxk, Ilpuspen (GRS, 2004, B.
dororpadujy 5), Pakunuia (GRS, 2004), Petumbe (Archives, 2009), Pewann (GRS, 2004),
Pymnuxk (Foli¢, 2001, str. 36), Camompexa (GRS, 2004), Cura (GRS, 2004). Cuheso (GRS,
2004), CnoBume (GRS, 2004), Cmah (Foli¢, 2001, str. 30), Coprosuh (GRS, 2004), Cpduiia
(GRS, 2004), Cpencka (Srpska pravoslavna crkva, 2014), Cprcku Badym (Foli¢, 2001, str.
16), Cysa Peka (Foli¢, 2001, str. 16), Cymnma (Srpska pravoslavna crkva, 2016), TanuHoBay,

8 Op 1975. rogune ceno IpHauep Hocu HasuB [pHUape.
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(GRS, 2004; GRS - OK and M, 2022), Ypomesar (GRS, 2004), Ilepuuna (GRS, 2004),
Yaduh (GRS, 2004; GRS, 2004), Tapennk (Foli¢, 2001, str. 13), Ilumoso (GRS - OK and
M, 2022), IlItumme (GRS, 2004) (8. KapTa 1).

IVUCKYCUJA

Comnmoreorpadcxn npocrop Kocosa 1 MeToxuje nmpeicTaB/ba 0d/1acT Koja MCITymHaBa
CBe KpUTeprjyMe [ia Ipe3eHTyje CBoje KyITypHO Hacnehe Kao jefMHCTBEHO CBEJOYaHCTBO
O CPIICKOj KYITYPHO] TPagUIVj/ ¥ UMBUAM3auuju. VIsyseTHM IpuMepu caKpaHOT rpa-
IUTEebCKOT Hacmeha mpeyicTapbajy cMorie cpricke YXOBHOCTI, KYIType U MAeHTUTeTa
Cpda, xoju cy gaHac BehuM fie7ioM GU3MYKM IPOTEPaHY ca OBOT reopocTopa. CpIcku
MaHacTVpu Bricokn [Hevann, [pavanuna u Ilehka matpujapmmuja u Lipksa boropopnie
JbeBuike KynTypHa cy fodpa Ha Teputopuju Kocosa 1 Meroxuje koja cy 2004. ogHOCHO
2006. ropuHe ynucaHa Ha JIncTy cBeTcke KyITypHe dallTiHe YHeCKa, 10 00jefbeHIM
HasuBoM ,,CpeilbOBeKOBHM crioMeHuUI Ha KocoBy”. CpIicky perpe3eHTaTUBHU Cpef-
HOBEKOBHM MAaHACTUPY CBOjUM BPEHOCTMMA YBEIUKO Ha/[U/Ia3€e IOKA/THE U PETMOHATTHE
OKBUPE U IIPEe/ICTaBI/bajy BpXyHal] BU3aHTIjCKO-POMaHMYKe KY/ITYpe, C jefVMHCTBEHNM
CTIWIOM (pecKo-CIMKapCcTBa Koju je HacTao Ha bankany ox XIII go XVII Bexa.

[TonuTuyke u pymITBEHE MPOMEHE KOje Cy HaCTyIuie HakoH 1999. ropnue fosene
Cy 1o BeoMa CIIOKeHMX colyoreorpadckux mporjeca Ha mpoctopy All Kocosa i Metoxuje
ca M3pakeHOM TeHICHIVjOM Jia TIpOMeHe coryioreorpadcky oppxmsoct Cpda 1 cprckor
upientTuTeTa Ha Kocosy u Mertoxuju.

Y nepnony oz 1999. no 2022. rogyuHe yHMIITeH je Ha mpocTopy KocoBa n Mertoxuje
BEJIMKY OPOj CPIICKMX TPaBOCIaBHNUX doroMorba. IIporon Cpda ca BeKOBHVX OTEBMINTA Off
cTpaHe AndaHalla, 3aTVMM YHUIITaBambe CPICKUX IIpKaBa, MaHACTIPa, kKyha, rpodipa nmMa
jacHy HaMepy Ja ca JIulia 3eM/be M30pMIle CPIICKO IIPaBOC/IaBHO XpuiThaHcko Hacebe.
INopaskaBajyha je unmeHNIIa, 1a je 10 KaHAC jaKo Majy OPOj IOYMHIIIALA MeHTUPIKOBAH
U U3BeJieH Tpeft /nIle TIpaBjie 3a OUYMbeHa Heflena. ,,Vako cy ce Bofiehe melynaponne
MONMTIYKE IMYHOCTH jaCHO U jaBHO OCYAW/IE YHUIITaBambe CPICKUX XpamMosa Ha KuM n
Ha3Basle ra ’OpPTaHM30BaHNM, HMKO Off OPTaHM3aTOPa Hifje MPOIeCyNpaH U TIOf, UCTPAroM”
(Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church, 2015). Cpricku cakpaaHu cIio-
MEHMIM KyAType Ha HajOYNITIEHU) U HA4MH YKasyjy Ha UCTOPUjCKY U KyATYPHM 3Ha4aj
npoctopa Kocosa 1 Metoxuje. To je damTnHa Koja IMHM HEOIBOjVMBH JIeO IIeTIOKYITHE
CPIICKE KY/ITYpHE damrune. MCTpa)KI/IBaH)a Haj YHMIITEHOM CPIICKOM KYJITYPHOM da-
IITVTHOM yKasy]y oa je IO XM THO HEOIIXOJHA KOHCTAaHTHA U CBCOYSYXB&TH& CTpy4YHa I
HayJHa Bajlopu3anuja KynTypHe damTuHe Ha KocoBy 1 MeToxujn — Kao fiea CBeTCKe
KyITypHe damtuHe n xpuinhancke Tpagunyje. C 0d31poM 1a je IpoTepaHMM CPIICKUM
CTpy4manyMa 3adpameH IPUCTYI I paj Ha KyITypHUM fodpuma Ha KM, HeomxonHo
je ymosHaBame CBEeTCKe jaBHOCTHM O TPAjHUM ¥ CBeOOyXBaTHVM ITOCNIENIIAMa CTpajiaba
Cpbda u cprickor npentutera Ha KocoBy n Metoxuju. HeorxozHo je yobeme cBux feBa-
CTMpaHMX LIpKaBa ¥ MaHacTupa CpIicke mpaBociaBHe Lpkse ca Teputopuje AIl Kocosa n
Mertoxuje y unTepHanyonanuu perucrap ,JICOMOS National Committees — Heritage risk
program” (ICOMOS, 2019), jep mocToju orpaBpaHa dojasaH off u3MeHe ocrojeher crama.
3dor HeffocTaTka cBeodyXBaTHOT IOINCA CPIICKOT KY/ITYpHOT Hacteha, Koje je IO[I0KHO
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YHUIITaBakbY, BAHAAIN3MY, Kpahu 11 IpyIuM iecTpyKTUBHMM aKTMBHOCTMMA, HEOIIXOJHO je
YPaauUTH [leTajbaH MOIIC — KaTacTap HEIIOKPETHOCTY CBUX CPIICKMX XPaMOBa Ha ITPOCTOPY
ATI KocoBa u Metoxuje. Takobe, HeOXOLHO je CAUMHUTY IUIAaH KOjUM O1 Ce OCUrypasa
penoBHA MHCIIEKIIN]ja JIOKaLJja Ha KOjuMa Ce Ha/lla3e CPIICKU XPaMOBH.

3AK/bYYAK

Ha ocnosy Crpareruje ogp>X1Bor oIICTaHKa 11 moBparka Ha Kocoso n MeToxnjy
(Sluzbeni glasnik Republike Srbije br. 32, od 14. 05. 2010) 1 concTBeHNX UCTPAKUBAKA,
jacHo je ma: ,,Crpareruja mpoMoBHIle My/ITHETHIYHOCT, BEPCKY U KYATYPHY PasHOIMKOCT,
Kao OCHOBe JeMOKpAaTCKe U OmTenpuxsaheHe eBpoICKe BpeHOCTI KOje IIPefCTaB/bajy
IIPeIyC/IOB 3a CY>)KMBOT CBUX BeHUX IpabaHa”. V3 3BaHNYHe TOKyMEHTaLMje jaCHO ce
BU/Y Jja TIPOMOBUCaHM NpyHUUIN CTpaTernje H y jefHOM CETMEHTY HICY 3a)KUBEIN,
HUTH CY UCIIOLITOBAHY, IIpe cBera off crpaHe BehuHckor Hapona Ha KocoBy 1 Metoxuju
— a/10aHCKOT CTAaHOBHMUIIITBA, Ka0 VI OpraHa IpYBpeMeHe B/IaCTV CaMOIIPOI/IAIeHe pKa-
Be KocoBo. O ToMe y KakBOM ce TIO/I0Kajy Haasy CPIICKO CTAaHOBHUIITBO Ha KocoBy 1
Mertoxuju cBefoye 1 IOl USHETH y TEKCTY OBOT paja. IIprkasaH je camo jejaH ceTMEHT
Tepopa HaJl CPIICKMM CTAaHOBHMIITBOM I YIPOXKaBamba Iberope 0e30eTHOCTY I OIICTaHKa
Ha BEKOBHVIM OTHBUINTMMA.

ITopep, cBMX Ha IManupy MPpOMOBUCAHNX MePa, 3a OFP)KMBM OIICTAHAK ¥ ITOBPATaK
CTAHOBHUINTBA y OBY IokpajuHe Cpduje HujeaH off ycIoBa HIje OCTBapeH. JeffHa Off I71aB-
HYX TipefuheHnx Mepa je odesdehnBame CUTYpHOCTI 3a COTICTBEHN XXMBOT ¥ IMOBVHY
CPIICKOT CTAHOBHMIITBA U APYTUX MabIHA, /I U IOAM3abe EKOHOMCKE CHAre CpIICKoT
craHoBHMIITBA. CaMo Ha OBaKaB HauuH ode3denyia du ce mepcnexrusa 1 dypyhHocT npe
cBera MIa/iuM /byAMMa ¥ IOPOAMIIaMa, Ja ce Bpare man octany Ha KocoBy n Mertoxmju.
CrBapameM yCI0Ba 1 IePCIEeKTNBA 3a OIICTAaHAK CPIICKOT CTAHOBHMINTBA Ha KocoBy 1
Metoxuju, oTBapa ce U IPOCTOp 3a IIOBPATaK M3deI/IOr CTAHOBHUIITBA.

CYIHTI/IHa OIICTaHKa ¥’ ITOBPATKa CPIICKOT CTAHOBHUIITBA, a/IN1 "I S07bY XUBOT andaH-
CKOT 11 HeaJIdaHCKOT CTaHOBHUIITBA Ha KocoBy 1 MeToxuju je y eKOHOMCKOM IIpeodpakajy
u pa3Bojy osor gena Cpduje. To je moryhe peam3oBatu kKpo3 popMuparme jakor IpuBar-
HOT CeKTOPa, pa3Boj Ipefiy3e THNIITBA, a/IV ¥ CTBapambe MaJIUX I cpefmbux npenyseha. Ta
Masia U cpefmba npenyseha rpedano Ou ga dyny ItaBHU IOKpeTady eKOHOMCKOT pasBoja
MOKpajMHe.

HasxanocT, cTpaTernje m MHOTe IIpeIOKeHe Mepe OCTajle Cy ,MPTBO CTIOBO Ha Ia-
mpy .

Bpio coxxenn coupmoreorpadcKy IIporecu Koju ce OfB1jajy y 0BOj IIOKpajiHM, a de3
Ha3HaKa 3a IPOMEeHaMa, jOlI BUIIIe YCTI0KIbaBajy 1 MehyHanuoHanHe ogHoce Ha KocoBy
u Meroxuju. O ToMe Hajdosbe CBeTOYN MOAATAK fia je Y mepuony 1999-2022. rognHe cu-
CTEMATCKM YHUIITAaBaHO CPIICKO KY/ITYPHO Hacnel')e. TakBa nojaBa, Yy CaBp€MEHVIM LVBI-
NMM30BAaHMUM PYIITBYMA, IPENCTaB/ba Ipecefal y HOBUjoj uctopuju Eppomne. [IBagecer
u Tpu roguHe HakoH HATO arpecuje u cykoda Ha TepuTopuju AyTOHOMHe IIOKpajiHe
KocoBa 1 MeToxuje, MO)Ke ce KOHCTAaTOBAaTH [a HUITE y EBpom He MOCTOju TaKBa COLM-
oreorpadcka cerperaiuja Kao IITO je cIy4aj ca oBoM TeputopujoM Permrydmmxe Cpduje.
ITpexo 200.000 pace/beHUX CTAHOBHMKA KMBY BaH I'PaHMIA CBOjUX loMoBa. Hurze manac
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Y CBETY HHUje PernCTPOBAHO TaKBO €THMYKO uMIinherse rpajjoBa 1 cena Kao LITO je CIy4aj
ca Cpduma u cprickum HacerbuMa Ha KocoBy n Metoxuju. besdennocHn ycnosn u cBu
COLMOIONIKY (paKTOPM, KOjU Cy Off 3Ha4aja 3a ofp>knBu pa3soj Cpda, JaHac Cy YTPOXKeHN
Ha KocoBy 1 Metoxuju. VicroBpeMeHO 1 connofieMorpadcke eTepMIUHaHTe YKasyjy Ha
BeoMa C/I0KeHe ITPolLiece KOju Cy 3a/leCU/IN CPIICKY 3ajefHuiyy Ha Teputopuju AII Kocosa u
Mertoxuje y meprony 1999-2022. roguae. OHU cy ucnosbern xuBoToM Cpda y eHK/IaBama,
de3 /bYICKOT TOCTOjaHCTBA, IIPOTOHNMA, yOujamyMa, Ma/bembeM CPIICKMX Kyha, cprickmx
IIpKaBa, MaHACTMPA, YHUIITaBambeM Ipodiba I HETIOCTOjabeM YC/IOBa 3a IIOBPATaK Ha CBOja
BIIIEBEKOBHA OTEHUIITA.

Taxobe, connoreorpadycke feTepMIHAHTe YHUIITEHMX CPIICKUX LIpKaBa I MaHACTUpa
Ha KocoBy 1 Metoxuju oz 1999. no 2022. rofuHe yKasyjy Ha HeJBOCMUCTIEHO IIOCTOjambe
U Tpajame CPIICKOT KY/ITYPHOT Hacleha 1 Ha Hajdo/by HauMH CBefloue 0 BPEJHOCTIMA
CPIICKe HaIlMje ¥ BUIIIEBEeKOBHOT CPIICKOT KOHTMHYHUTeTa Ha mpocTopy Kocosa n MeTtoxuje.
CreueHa connoreorpadcka casHama, dasupana Ha 00jeKTHBHOM HayYHOM Ca3HABY O fie-
BACTMPaHUM IIPKBaMa ¥ MaHACTUPa, Tpeda Ia MOCTyKe Y IeTePMUHMCAY yIore KOjy je
MMaJIo 1 MMa cakpajHo Hacnebe Ha mpoctopy Kocosa n Meroxuje. CBakofjHeBHa K1BOTHA
TIpakca ykasyje Ha cBojeBpcHy ronroty Cpda u cpricke KynTypae damture. OpujeHTrcaHa
Iaka Ha 137 eBacTMpaHMX CPICKNX LIpKaBa ¥ MaHacTupa y 109 Haceba Ha KocoBy n
Meroxuju gaje BaluiHe Hay4He conuoreorpadcke pesynrare 3a GpopMupame CJIMKe 0
BICOKOKOHQ/IMKTHOM JIPYIITBY U 3aCTOjy XyMaHe 3ajefHule Koja ersuctupa Ha Kocoy
n Meroxuju. 3adpumaBa IPYIITBEHA 3ajeJHUIIA Y KOjOj Ce jaB/ba yOp3aH TeMIIO CBaKOf-
HEBHE JleBacTalyje CPIICKUX CBETUHA, KA0 M HEXYMaH OJHOC IIPeMa CBeMY LITO je CPIICKO.
ITpodnemarnyas je passoj dymyhux ogroca Cpda n Andanara. Hecarnenuse cy nocnmenyrie
JI0 KOjUX MOTY fia JOBefy eTHIUKM KOHGMKTHY Ha KocoBy 1 MeToxuju. Brama Perrydmxe
Cpduje npemysnma HI3 Mepa ¥ aKTMBHOCTHU KPO3 MMILIEMeHTanujy ,,CTpaTernje ogpKu-
BOT OIICTaHKa 1 noBparka Ha Kocoso u Meroxujy” (GRS, 2010), unju je umsb ga omoryhn
OZIPXKMBY OIICTAHAK ) IIOBPAaTaK Ha TEPUTOPHUjy MOKpajuHe Kako Cpda, Tako 1 IpUITafHIKA
[PYTUX HallOHATHUX MambyHa. CPIICKU MCTOPUjCKM U KYITYPHU ClIoMeHnIy Ha Kocoy
n MeToxuju npejcTaB/bajy HEIIOHOB/BMB JOKa3 CTBAapa/JalliTBa Y Pa3HUM MCTOPUjCKUM
eroxaMa 11 3aTo je OuyBabe, 3alITUTA ¥ OOHOBA CPIICKe KYATYPHE 1 BepcKe dalITHE BeoMa
3HaYajHa 3a OICTaHAK CPIICKOT HApOJia, Ap>kaBe 1 CpIicKe MPaBOCTaBHE LIPKBE.
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(Translation In Extenso)

Abstract: Throughout its spiritual, historical, and cultural life in the territory of Kosovo
and Metohija, the Serbian Orthodox Church has shared fate with the Serbian people. In the
past two decades, from 1999 to 2022, in addition to persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox
population in Kosovo and Metohija by the local Albanians, we have also witnessed extensive
destruction of Serbian cultural heritage, which is the research subject of this paper. With
the application of the social and geographic research methodology, the aim of this paper is
to gain scientific insight for the purpose of direct confirmation, substantiated by relevant
documents, and presentation of all known cases of aggravated and substantial destruction,
desecration, and vandalism of Serbian sacral heritage committed by members of the Albanian
community in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija between 1999 and 2022.

Keywords: socio-geographic determinants, Serbia, Kosovo and Metohija, churches,
monasteries, devastation of monuments

INTRODUCTION

Throughout its history, Kosovo and Metohija has gone through different stages, ranging
from peacetime processes of settling and development to frequent armed conflicts, i.e., wars.
A large number of scientists have done research on Kosovo and Metohija as a geographic and
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historical unit. In his book Basics of Geography and Geology of Macedonia and Old Serbia,
Jovan Cviji¢ studies Kosovo and Metohija as a region of Old Serbia, characterized by a com-
plex morphotectonic and physical-geographic structure. “Kosovo, Metohija and the Prizren
Basin, including Podrim, form a large geographical unit, with which the following Mount
Sar counties (in Serbian: Zupa) are connected: Siniri¢, Sredska, and Opolje, as well as the Lim
River Zupas of Plav and Gusinje. Mount Rogozna forms a solid shield that separates it from
Old Ragka (or Novi Pazar Sandzak). Admittedly, Mount Sar and Karadag enclose it from the
south but these are penetrated by Kacanik Gorge, so Kosovo and Metohija are connected to
Skopje and the basins of Skopje Old Serbia. Nested between Raska regions, north of Mount
Rogozna and the Skopje-Tetovo region south of Mount Sar, Kosovo and Metohija, as a boun-
tiful and vast geographical unit, was the central region of the Serbian Nemanji¢ State when it
was at its strongest. This is where almost all places from our glorious past are located: Prizren,
Novo Brdo, Zvecan, Pauni, Pe¢, as the seat of the Patriarchate, the monasteries of Gracanica,
Decani, and Banjska” (Cviji¢, 1906). In his papers about this part of Serbia, Milojevi¢ writes:
“Rightfully, the authors of times past called this area ‘Serbia’s holy region; ‘the Queen’ and
‘the Empress, true Serbia” (Radovanovi¢, 2008). Atanasije Uro$evic¢ believes that the name
Kosovo did not emerge until after the battle between the Serbian and Turkish armies of 1389.
During Medieval Serbia, until the above-mentioned battle, this region, with one dubious ex-
ception, had never once been mentioned under the name Kosovo. (Uro$evi¢ 1964). Kosovo
and Metohija became a part of Serbia after the Balkan Wars of 1912/1913.

In geographical literature, the name Metohija was first mentioned during the Serbian
Medieval state. This term denoted church and monastery estates and agricultural holdings
of various sizes and rank in the hierarchy of church and monastery gentry (Pavlovi¢, 2019).
Gruji¢ thinks that the word “metoh” was taken from a Greek word of the same meaning. The
word metoh was later used for every monastery that ktitors or rulers attached to another,
larger monastery. In the Middle Ages, all larger monasteries had several metohs. If church
villages were not closely grouped but instead were scattered in various areas, then such
area was separately designated as a metoh. Since monastery and church metohs (Metohija)
were very dense and closely concentrated, which was noted in rulers’ charters (golden bulls)
starting from Stefan Nemanja to the last rulers of the Nemanji¢ family, as well as those of
princes, despots and the major ruling families of Hrebeljanovi¢, Lazarevi¢, Brankovi¢ etc.,
the entire area of the Metohija-Prizren Basin was named Metohija (Gruji¢, 1927). This term
was used in the works of Serbian and foreign authors during the 19" century and at the
beginning of the 20" century. The term “Metohija” is also found in the Serbian Dictionary
by Vuk Karadzi¢ (editions of 1818 and 1852) (Stojancevi¢, 1994). During the Turkish rule,
the name “Metohija” was already widely accepted by the Serbian population, as well as in
scientific and travel literature. After the Balkan Wars and between the two world wars, the
term “Metohija” was widely used.

“From Albanian settlers in Metohija, spontaneously to an extent, and starting from
late 1960s, influenced by the activities of the Albanian separatist movement and their
intellectual circles, the name ‘Dukagjin’ increasingly replaces the name Metohija, both
in scientific papers and in the media, only for this term to be formally removed from the
official name of the Region. The name Metohija was re-established as part of the official
name of the Region with the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia of 1990. The preamble
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of the Constitution of the sovereign state of the Republic of Serbia of 2006 reads as follows
“The Region of Kosovo and Metohija is an integral part of the territory of Serbia, within
the sovereign state of Serbia”, thus confirming with the highest state and legal act the full
name of the Southern Serbian Region, which accurately reflects its historical, cultural,
anthropological, and geographical identity” (Radovanovi¢, 2008).

In the circumstances of volatile historical, cultural, and anthropogeographic process-
es, the Serbian population has left innumerable and irrefutable evidence of Kosovo and
Metohija’s inseparability from other parts of Serbia. This is best illustrated by the data that
throughout their history in these territories, Serbs were known for building endowments
of various Serbian rulers. However, in the last decade of the 20™ century and first decades
of the 21* century, Serbian public and the public worldwide witnessed the demolition of
the largest number of Serbian endowments from the Middle Ages to date.

Socio-geographic identity of Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija is also proven by more
than 1,500 registered cultural heritage sites (monasteries, churches, cemeteries, etc.), all of
which confirm centuries-long presence of the Serbian people and Orthodox faith in this
region and their tangible and spiritual culture, as part of European cultural heritage that
was engendered as a result of interweaving of Eastern and Western Christian religion and
culture” (Nikoli¢ et al., 2021). Serbian Orthodox Christian heritage was systematically de-
stroyed in Kosovo and Metohija'? during the period 1999-2022. This stands for a precedent
in recent European history (Medojevi¢ and Milosavljevi¢, 2019, p. 266). The topic of the
devastation of cultural heritage in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and
Metohija was subject of earlier research as well. A number of publications were released
dealing, either directly or indirectly, with the topic of the destruction of Serbian churches
and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija. The publication Crucified Kosovo - Destroyed and
Desecrated Serbian Orthodox Churches in Kosovo and Metohija (June 1999 - May 2001) lists
107 churches and monasteries (Foli¢, 2001)."* Milan Ivanovi¢ wrote about the destruction
of churches and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija in 2013 in his monograph Metohija
- Monuments and Destructions 1923-2011. The most comprehensive list to date of 110
destroyed, burnt down, demolished, and looted churches between 15" June and 10 May
2003 was published by the Serbian Orthodox Church in its Memorandum on Kosovo and
Metohija (Holy Synod of Bishops, 2003).

THEORETICAL-METHODOLOGICAL
FRAMEWORK OF THE PAPER

This paper includes 137 Serbian churches and monasteries in 109 populated places
in Kosovo and Metohija. The sources for data on the devastation of'* cultural heritage were
found in the reports compiled by the Eparchy of Raska and Prizren, official data released by

2. K & M is an abbreviation for Kosovo and Metohija

There were two editions of this publication in 1999. It was printed in Serbian-German, Serbian-
English, and Serbian-Greek translations, while the edition in Russian was printed in 2001. All data
were collected, and photographs were taken by the Eparchy of Raska and Prizren.

14

13

Devastation (from the Latin word devastatio) means ravaging, destruction.
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the Government of the Republic of Serbia on destroyed or damaged cultural property in the
territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija between 1999 and 2022, as well
as the daily press releases of information on the destruction of Serbian churches and monas-
teries, and also based on personal research conducted in the field. The aim of this paper is to
compile a comprehensive list of sacral monuments of the Serbian Orthodox Church in pop-
ulated places in Kosovo and Metohija. Different types of destruction were inflicted on these
monuments: looting of movable cultural treasure, desecration of churches and monasteries,
arson of churches and monasteries and the adjoining buildings, destruction by explosives,
taking debris, clearing holy site areas and removal of any trace of existence during the period
from 1999 to February 2022. Furthermore, the aim of this paper is also to determine Kosovo
and Metohija as a geographic region which constitutes an inseparable part of the Republic
of Serbia and an unbreakable bond with Serbs living outside the Autonomous Province. The
purpose of socio-geographic research is to highlight the Serbs” “collective memory”, many
centuries of living in this environment and monumentality f Serbian cultural heritage' .
In addition to this, the aim is also to indicate the identity of monuments and the ideal of
spirituality, architecture, connection between the past, present and future. At the same time,
the paper is aimed at stressing the importance of cultural and spiritual heritage with the role
of a social dimension of sustainable development of the Serbian population in Kosovo and
Metohija. Furthermore, one of the main objectives is to emphasize the irrelevance of aspi-
rations and tendencies of interim Kosovo authorities to show that Serbian cultural heritage
is actually Albanian heritage. Devastated churches and monasteries are listed systematically
(in alphabetical order) per populated place in Kosovo and Metohija.

RESEARCH RESULTS

In the territory of the historic and geographic region of Kosovo and Metohija, as well
as in administrative terms of the southern Autonomous Province of Serbia, there is a total of
1,449 populated places, according to the 2011 census. Based on when they first formed, the
populated places in Kosovo in Metohija are quite old. How old they are is best confirmed
by census of the Brankovi¢ family areas of 1455, since many of currently populated places
were mentioned back in that day. For reasons of ethnic heterogeneity, these places are
inhabited by Albanian, native Serbian, mixed and resettled population (settlers who were
brought here from Serbia and Montenegro in the interwar period). This was the situation
until the last decade of the 20* century. However, the events we are all familiar with (i.e.,
war conflicts) resulted in these places becoming mainly populated by Albanians, with the

5> The Law on Cultural Property of the Republic of Serbia (“Official Gazette of the Republic of
Serbia”, Nos. 71/94, 52/2011 - other law, 99/2011 - other law and 6/2020 - other law) - defines cultural
property as items and creation of tangible and spiritual culture of general interest that enjoy special
protection pursuant to this Law. Cultural property, depending on its physical, artistic, cultural, and
historical features, are the following: monuments of culture, spatial cultural-historical units, archae-
ological sites, and sites of exceptional importance - immovable cultural property; art-historic pieces,
archival material, film material and old and rare books - movable cultural property. Cultural property,
depending on its importance, is divided into various categories: cultural property, cultural property
of great importance, and cultural property of exceptional importance.
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exception of enclaves in which the majority population is Serbian (northern part of Kosovo
- the municipalities of Zve¢an, Leposavi¢ and Zubin Potok, Gracanica, Sirini¢ka Zupa,
Gorazdevac, Osojane, Velika Hoca, etc.). A sharp increase in the number of inhabitants is
characteristic of all Kosovo and Metohija populated places (Pavlovi¢, 2019).

During the armed conflict, i.e., war, and persecution of Serbs in recent history, in
the second half of the 20® century and the first decade of the 21* century, evidence of
native Serbian identity in Kosovo in Metohija was systematically destroyed. Within this
destruction process, apart from the persecution of Serbian population and burning down
property, monasteries and churches were also destroyed (see Table 1), these being some
of the most reliable evidence of the Serbs’ native status. The process of desecration and
destruction of Serbian places of worship continued during the second and early third
decade of the 21* century.

Inhabited places in which Serbian churches and monasteries were destroyed are the
following: Babljak (S.K., 2019), Belica (Foli¢, 2013, p. 35), Belo Polje (Government of the
Republic of Serbia [GRS], 2004), Bina¢ (Cup, 2017), Buzovik (Foli¢, 2001, p. 23; GRS, 2004),
Brod (GRS - Office for Kosovo and Metohija [OK and M], 2022), Brnjaca (GRS, 2004),
Varage (GRS - OK and M], 2022), Velika Reka (Foli¢, 2001, p. 20), Vitomirica (Foli¢, 2001,
p- 37), Vucitrn (GRS, 2004), Gatnje (Foli¢, 2001, p. 31), Gojbulji, Gornja Gusterica (GRS -
OK and M, 2022), Gornja Pakastica (Foli¢, 2001, p. 38), Gornja Srbica (Foli¢, 2001, p. 30),
Gornji Livo¢ (GRS, 2004), Gornje Nerodimlje (GRS, 2004; Katarina, 2016, 4" November),
Gornji Zakut (Foli¢, 2001, p. 44), Grebnik (Foli¢, 2001, p. 34), Grmovo (Foli¢, 2001, p. 27),
Grncar'® (GRS, 2004), Gnjilane (GRS, 2004), Dvoranje (GRS, 2004), Dobra Voda (GRS,
2004), Dobrcane (Foli¢, 2001, p. 29), Dolac (GRS, 2004), Donja Bitinja (GRS - OK and
M, 2022, 2022), Gornje Nerodimlje (GRS, 2004), Donji Ratis (Foli¢, 2001, p. 37), Donja
Slapasnica (GRS, 2004), Donja Sipasnica (Beta, 2019), Drenovce (GRS - OK and M, 2022),
Drsnik (GRS, 2004), Drajkovce (GRS - OK and M, 2021), Djakovica (GRS, 2004, see Photo
1), Djurakovac (GRS, 2004), Zegra (GRS, 2004), Zivinjane (Archives, 2009), Zitinje (Foli¢,
2001, p. 34), Zaskok (Foli¢, 2001, p. 27), Zociste (GRS, 2004), Zupce (GRS - OK and M,
2022), Jagnjenica (GRS - OK and M, 2022), Kacanik (Foli¢, 2001, p. 32), Kijevo (Foli¢, 2001,
p. 27, see Photo 2), Klina (Foli¢, 2001, p. 28), Klokot (GRS, 2022), Kosovska Kamenica
(GRS, 2004), Kosovska Mitrovica (GRS, 2004), Korisa (GRS, 2004), Kos (Foli¢, 2001, p. 34),
Leocina (Jefti¢, 2011), Lokvica (Jefti¢, 2011), Lo¢ane (GRS, 2004), Ljubizda (GRS, 2004),
Ljubovo (Archives, 2009), Mle¢ane (GRS, 2004), Musnikovo (Archives, 2009), Musutiste
(Archives, 2009, see Photo 3), Naklo (Foli¢, 2001, p. 20), Nekodim (GRS, 2004; GRS - OK
and M, 2022), Novake (Foli¢, 2001, p. 25), Obili¢ (Archives, 2009), Opterusa (Radi¢, 2014;
Archives, 2009), Osojane (Foli¢, 2001, p. 23; Kosovo. net., 2001), Partes (GRS — OK and
M, 2022), Petri¢ (Foli¢, 2001, p. 17, see Phato 4), Petrovce (Foli¢, 2001, p. 20), Pe¢ (GRS,
2004), Pe¢ka Banja (Archives, 2009), Piskota (GRS, 2004), Podgorce (Archives, 2009),
Podgradje, Podujevo (Foli¢, 2001, p. 20; 17" March 2019, Beta), Pomazatin (Archives,
2000), Popovljane (GRS, 2004), Potkalja (Jefti¢, 2011), Pristina (GRS, 2004; Foli¢, 2001, p.
29), Pustenik, Prizren (GRS, 2004, see Photo 5), Rakinica (GRS, 2004), Retimlje (Archives,
2009), Recani (GRS, 2004), Rudnik (Foli¢, 2001, p. 36), Samodreza (GRS, 2004), Siga (GRS,

' The village of Grnacer was named Grnéare in 1975.

1537



Jovo M. Medojevi¢, Mila A. Pavlovi¢, Sasa A. Milosavljevi¢, Socio-geographic determinants...

2004), Si¢evo (GRS, 2004), Slovinje (GRS, 2004), Smac¢ (Foli¢, 2001, p. 30), Softovi¢ (GRS,
2004), Srbica (GRS, 2004), Sredska (Serbian Orthodox Church, 2014), Srpski Babus (Foli¢,
2001, p. 16), Suva Reka (Foli¢, 2001, p. 16), Susica (Serbian Orthodox Church, 2016),
Talinovac (GRS, 2004; GRS - OK and M, 2022), Urosevac (GRS, 2004), Cernica (GRS,
2004), Cabi¢ (GRS, 2004; GRS, 2004), Sarenik (Foli¢, 2001, p. 13), Silovo (GRS - OK and
M, 2022), Stimlje (GRS, 2004) (see Map 1).

DISCUSSION

The socio-geographic area of Kosovo and Metohija represents a zone which meets all
the criteria required to present its cultural heritage as a unique testimony to Serbian cul-
tural traditions and civilisation. Exceptional examples of sacral building heritage represent
the symbols of Serbian spirituality, culture, and identity of Serbs, who have been mainly
banished physically from this geographic area by now. The Serbian monasteries of Visoki
Decani, Gracanica, and the Patriarchate of Pe¢ and the Church of Our Lady of Ljevis$ are
cultural heritage in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija that were registered in 2004 and
2006 as the UNESCO world heritage sites, under the common name Medieval Monuments
in Kosovo. Owing to their value, the representative Serbian Medieval monasteries by far
exceed the local and regional importance because they stand for some of the finest works
of Byzantine-Romance culture, with a unique fresco painting style that emerged in the
Balkans between the 13" and 17" centuries.

Political and social changes that took place after 1999 have led to very complex
socio-geographic processes in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and
Metohija, with a pronounced tendency to change socio-geographic sustainability of Serbs
and Serbian identity in Kosovo and Metohija.

During the period 1999-2022, a large number of Serbian Orthodox places of worship
were destroyed in Kosovo and Metohija. The persecution of Serbs and their banishment
from centuries-long homes, as well as the destruction of Serbian churches, monasteries,
houses, and cemeteries, demonstrate a clear intention to annihilate Serbian Orthodox
heritage. The disheartening fact is that to date a negligible number of perpetrators have
been identified and brought to justice for the crimes they committed. “Although all prom-
inent political figures have resolutely and publicly condemned the destruction of Serbian
churches and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija and labelled it ‘orchestrated, none of
those who organized it have been subject to legal proceedings or are under investigation”
(Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church, 2015). Serbian sacral cultural
monuments in the most obvious of ways demonstrate historical and cultural importance of
the territory of Kosovo and Metohija. This heritage constitutes an inseparable part of entire
Serbian cultural heritage. Research into destroyed Serbian cultural heritage indicates an
urgent need to conduct constant and comprehensive scientific valuation of cultural heritage
in Kosovo and Metohija - as part of the world cultural heritage and Christian traditions.
Since banished Serbian experts are denied access and work on the cultural property in
Kosovo and Metohija, it is imperative that lasting and comprehensive consequences of
the suffering of Serbs and Serbian identity in Kosovo and Metohija be made public to the
world. It is necessary to register all devastated churches and monasteries of the Serbian
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Orthodox Church in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija
with an international register: ICOMOS National Committees - Heritage Risk Program
(ICOMOS, 2019), because there is reasonable fear that the current conditions may alter.
Due to a lack of a comprehensive register of Serbian cultural heritage, which is exposed to
extensive damaging, vandalism, theft, and other forms of destructive activities, it is nec-
essary to compile a detailed list - cadastre of immovable property of all Serbian churches
and monasteries in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija.
Additionally, it is necessary to devise a plan that would ensure regular inspection of sites
where Serbian churches and monasteries are located.

CONCLUSION

In accordance with the Strategy for Sustainable Survival and Return to Kosovo and
Metohija (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 32 of 14" May 2010) and per-
sonal research, it is apparent that: “The Strategy promotes multi ethnicity, religious, and
cultural diversity, as the foundation of democratic and generally accepted European values
that represent a prerequisite for cohabitation of all its citizens.” Official documents clearly
show that the principles promoted by the Strategy have not taken hold in any of their
segments, nor are they being observed, mainly by the majority inhabitants in Kosovo and
Metohija - Albanian population, as well as interim authorities of the self-declared state of
Kosovo. The data presented in this paper also bear witness to the position of the Serbian
population in Kosovo and Metohija. Only a small portion of terror suffered by the Serbian
population and threats to their safety and survival in their centuries-long homes has been
shown in this paper.

Despite measures that are declaratively promoted in relevant documents, none of
the conditions necessary for sustainable survival and return of population to this Serbian
Region, has been fulfilled. One of the main envisaged measures is to ensure safety for the
lives and property of the Serbian population, as well as those of other minorities, but also
to provide income-generating opportunities for the Serbian population. Only in this way
is it possible to offer perspectives and future mainly to young people and families, thus
allowing them to return or to stay in Kosovo and Metohija. By creating conditions and
perspectives for the Serbian population to survive in Kosovo and Metohija, room is also
created for the return of displaced citizens.

The essence of survival and return of the Serbian population, but also of a better life
for Albanian and non-Albanian populations in Kosovo and Metohija, is economic revival
and development of this part of Serbia. This is possible to achieve through the forming of
a strong private sector, encouraging entrepreneurship but also through establishing SMEs.
These SMEs should be the main drive of the Autonomous Province’s economic development.

Unfortunately, strategies and many of the proposed measures have remained merely
a dead letter.

Very complex socio-geographic processes that are taking place in this Autonomous
Province, without any indication of change, make relations among nations in Kosovo and
Metohija even more complicated. The best illustration of this is that during the period
1999-2022 Serbian cultural heritage was being destroyed systematically. Such a process
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that is taking place in civilized societies stands for a precedent in recent European history.
Twenty-three years after NATO aggression and conflict in the territory of the Autonomous
Province of Kosovo and Metohija, it can be claimed that nowhere in Europe does such a
socio-geographic segregation exist, as is the case in this territory of the Republic of Serbia.
More than 200,000 displaced citizens are currently living outside their homes. Nowhere in
the world has such ethnic cleansing of towns and villages been recorded as is the case with
Serbs and Serbian populated places in Kosovo and Metohija. Safety circumstances and all
sociological factors that are of relevance for sustainable development of Serbs are today
compromised in Kosovo and Metohija. At the same time, socio-geographic determinants
are indicative of very complex processes that the Serbian community was affected by in the
territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija from 1999 to 2022. These are
manifested in Serbs living in enclaves, without any human dignity, in persecutions, killings,
arson of Serbs” houses, Serbian churches, monasteries, and demolition of cemeteries, and
the absence of conditions for returning to their centuries-old homes.

Furthermore, socio-geographic determinants of destroyed Serbian churches and
monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija from 1999 to 2022 unequivocally show the existence
and duration of Serbian cultural heritage and serve as the best confirmation of values of
the Serbian nation and centuries-long uninterrupted Serbian presence in the territory of
Kosovo and Metohija. Acquired socio-geographic insights, which are based on objective
scientific research into devastated churches and monasteries, should serve the purpose
of determining a role played by sacral heritage in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija.
The circumstances of everyday life of the Serbs represent a form of Golgotha for these
people and for Serbian cultural heritage. The focus on 137 devastated Serbian churches
and monasteries in 109 inhabited places in Kosovo and Metohija provides valid scientific
socio-geographical results required to shape the picture of a high-conflict society and
the detriments to the community living in Kosovo and Metohija. A major concern is the
social community in which an ever-stronger pace of daily devastation of Serbian places of
worship is observed, as well as an inhuman treatment of everything that is Serbian. The
development of future relations between Serbs and Albanians is disquieting. Consequences
potentially resulting from ethnic conflicts in Kosovo in Metohija are unforeseeable. The
Government of the Republic of Serbia is undertaking a number of measures and activities
through the implementation of the Strategy for Sustainable Survival and Return to Kosovo
and Metohija (GRS, 2010), whose purpose is to allow for sustainable survival and return
both of Serbs and members of other national minorities to the territory of the Autonomous
Province. Serbian historical and cultural monuments in Kosovo and Metohija stand for
incomparable evidence of grandiose works across different historical epochs, so this is why
preservation, protection, and restoration of Serbian cultural and religious heritage is very
important for the survival of the Serbian nation, state and the Serbian Orthodox Church.
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APPENDIX/ITPUJIOT

4m HA3AL

4m BACK

Kapra 1. Hexu og cpywienux manaciiupa u upxasa
Ha meputtiopuju Kocosa u Metioxuje / Map 1.
Some of the demolished monasteries and churches in
the territory of Kosovo and Metohija
VsBop: OcHoBa KapTe je mpeyseTa u3 Perrydmirdaxor
TreOJIeTCKOT 3aBOjA (aMUHICTPATVBHE TPAHNLE
OIIITKHA), CAfpXKaj KapTe YHENN Cy ayTOpy pajia
/ Source: Outlines of the map were taken from the
Republic Geodetic Authority (administrative borders
of municipalities), content of the map was added by the
authors of this paper

Tadena 1. Hauunu ynuwiniasara cpickux ypkasa u manacimupa na Kocosy u
Meitnioxuju og 1999. go jyna 2022. iogune / Table 1. Manner of destruction of Serbian
churches and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija between 1999 and June 2022

Mrbauka nokpeTHor 6nara / Looting movable cultural heritage 25
CkpHaBbemne ceeTure / Desecration 22
MwuHupatbe / Destruction by explosives 37
4em HA3AL |Masberse / Arson 42
Pywetbe / Pulling down 30
@ BACK Hemonupare / Demolition 28
Ob6wjarbe / Burglary 11

Vssop: Foli¢ (2001); Vlada Republike Srbije ([VRS] 2004-2009); Sveti Arhijerejski Sinod Srpske pravoslavne
Crkve (2003), nHeHa mtamma (1999-2022) / Source: Foli¢ (2001); Government of the Republic of Serbia ([GRS]
2004-2009); Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church (2003), daily newspapers (1999-2022)
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®ororpaduja 1. Pywesure Xpama Cseitie Tpojuuye y Baxosuyu
/ Photo 1. Debris of the Church of the Holy Trinity in Djakovica

NsBop: Poro-gokymenTaumja Manactupa JJeyanu
/ Source: Photo archives of the Monastery of Decani

4= HA3AL

4@m BACK

®ororpaduja 2. Pywesure Xpama Caseitioi Huxone y Kujesy
/ Photo 2. Debris of the Church of St. Nicholas in Kijevo

NsBop: ®oTo-gokymeHTanyja Manactupa Jledann
/ Source: Photo archives of the Monastery of Decani
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4= HA3AL
@ BACK
usnag Mywytauwitia / Photo 3. Debris of the Church of the Holy Trinity
on the hilltop of Rusinica (overlooking Musutiste)
NsBop: ®oTo-gokymenTanyja Manactupa Jledann
/ Source: Photo archives of the Monastery of Decani
4m HA3AL
4@ BACK

Dororpaduja 4. Pywesure Xpama Cseitie Tpojuue y ceny Ileitipuy
/ Photo 4. Debris of the Church of the Holy Trinity in the village of Petri¢

NsBop: ®oro-mokymenTanyuja Manactupa [leqann
/ Source: Photo archives of the Monastery of Decani
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®ororpaduja 5. Pywesune Xpama Caeitioi Ieopiuja y Ilpuspery
/ Photo 5. Debris of the Church of St. George in Prizren

NsBop: ®oTo-gokymenTanyja Manactupa Jledann
/ Source: Photo archives of the Monastery of Decani
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