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In memoriam
BYPA CTEBAHOBW'R (1939-2022)

CenrreMdpa mpolte rogyHe HarrycTio Hac je hHypa CrepaHoBuh, pegoBau npodecop
IMomonpuspenHor daxynTeTa YHuBepsurera y beorpany y nensuju. Hypa Crepanosuh
pobeH je y cenry lejan, ommryna Biacotusie, y 3eM/bOpafHITIKO-TIe9aIdapCKOj IOP O
OcHOBHY KOy 3aBpIIHNO je y odmmkibeM cermy Cole, a O HakoH Tora 1oxahao v 3aBprmo
Yunremcky mkony y [lupory. Kao yunresb pagno je y cenmma nupoTCKOT U BIaCOTUHAYKOT
Kpaja. [Tomrro je xeneo ma ce gape 0dpasyje, Halrao je nocao y Kpmaun nHagomak beorpapa,
Kako O 1o y S/M3VHM YHMBEP3UTETCKOT LIEHTpa. YIIVICAO je M Y3 Pafi CTYAMPAO M AUIUIO-
MMpao Ha rpymnu 3a counonornjy dunosodcxor paxynrera y beorpany. On 1964. ropuse
PYKOBOZIMO je COLMOIONIKYIM UCTpaKuBamwyMa y Ilomorpuspennom koMOuHaty beorpay
(ITIKB), o xafa 1 IOYNIbe BeroBo daB/bere IPodIeMIMa COLMOTIOTNje Cefla M COLMONO-
ruje ojboIpMBpene. Y3 y paj y mpodecuju, HacTaBIoO je [ja e yCaBpIIaBa Kao COLVIOJIOT
n 1988. Ha IIpaBHOM dakynreTy y beorpagy ondpaHio JOKTOPCKy Te3y 13 COLMOTIOTrMje
1IoJ; Ha3MBOM /[pyuiitisere tiocrequue ungyciipujanudayuje iomoipuspege y Jyiocnasuju,
Koja je IIpeficTaB/bajia OCHOBY 3a KacHuUje 00jaBibeHy CTynujy MHgycitipujanusayuja tomo-
upuspege u Sygyhnociii ceawinisa (2008) (Stevanovié, 1988). MeHTOp meroBe JOKTOPCKe
pucepranyje d1o je akageMuk Pagomup JIykuh, 4ije je TekcTOBe O cenry U ce/ballTBy Hypa
Crepanosuh npupenyo 3a odjaspuBame 1997. rogune. OfMax HAKOH JOKTOPYParba IOUYNIbe
Jia pajiu Kao IpefaBad comyonoruje cena Ha [lobormpuspenHoM GakynTeTy y 3eMyHy, Ha
KOjeM OCTaje CBe JIO IeH3MOHMCalba.

OcuM kao ucrpaxusad u neparor, hypa CreBanosuh je mpy»imo orpoMaH JOIPYHOC
y cdepu oprannsopama COIMOMOIIKIX yAPY>Kerba ¥ HayYHIX CKyToBa mocseheHmx cery.
3ajegHo ca MmageHom CrojanoBuM 1994. ropyHe oCHMBA JyTOC/IOBEHCKO YAPYXKeme 3a
COLIMOJIOrUjy o/bonpuBpefe u cena (kacHuje CpICKO YAPYXKembe 3a COLMONOIN]y cena
U TIO/bOTIPMBPEie), a MeCT TOfMHA KacHNje ¥ balKaHCKy acolujanujy 3a COIMOIOTH]y
ceJla U OJbONIPUBPEie; MHCIUPATOP je M OCHUBaY 1 3aBOfia 3a IpoydaBame cena (2007).
Iberose opranmsaTopcke CrlocoOHOCTH HajBMIIIE CY JIOII/IE 10 M3Pa)Kaja Y OPTaHN30BAbY
Y COLIMOIOLIKMM KPyroBuMa f0dpo MO3HATHX »,Bracuuckux cycpera®. JKenehn ma, ocum
Y COLMONOIIKAM UCTPaXXMBambUMa, CBOj JOIPMHOC JIa ¥ Pa3BOjy CBOT POSHOT Kpaja, OH
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1995. rogune nokpehe oBaj MehyHapomHu HaydHM CKYII, KOjU Ce Off Tafa HEIPEKULHO
OJJp>KaBao BUIIE Off YeTBPT BeKa. JecTo y BeOMa TeIKMM OKOJTHOCTHMA, Ca OCKY/IHUM
¢unancujama, Bypa CreBaHosuh je cBake rognHe ycreBao fja opranusyje ,,Bracuncke
cycpere’, ycroctapjbajyhu KOHTHHYNUTET HelO3HAT y 0BOM ey Epore u cBera. CBake
TOAMHE Ca HOBOM TEMOM, ,,BIaCMHCKU CycpeTn® ¢y ofpKaBajiy aKiby COLIMOIOTa Ha
pypamauM npodnemyma. OHU Cy peJOBHO OKYI/ba/Iu Hajdo/be pypaHe COIMIOTIOTe, KaKO
CPIICKe, TAKO U U3 IPYIMX 3eMajba; Ty ¢y dopasumm u usnaramu 1. lllanun, A. bogenmrern,
I1. Benuxky, C. JIuaga, A. Kanera, C. [JoOpesa, B. Koxxyxaposa 1 gpyru. 3a Zyrorogyimsm
Ipefany paj Bypm CTeBaHOBI/Ihy je 2017. ropuHe fope/beHa Harpaja CpIicKOT COLMOIO-
LIKOT ApyLITBa »,Pagomup JIyknh“ 3a >KuBOTHO fiero.

Hypa Cresanosuh duo je u octao 3HadajHa KapyKa y IaHIly dorarte Tpajuiiyje CPIicKe
cowmonoruje cena, y3 Cperexa Bykocasipesnha i IlBerka Kocritha. OH je xao ncrpaxusad,
IeJjaror ¥ OPTaHM3aToP 3a/1y>KMO CPIICKY COLIMOIOTH])Y, a/I ¥ CBOj POJSHM Kpaj I MHOT€
CPIICKe COLIMOJIOTe JINYHO, padyHajyhu u nncija oBUX pefoBa. 3a mera, BaH CBaKe CyMIbe,
Bake Iberomesu cTuxoBu: ,,braro oHOM KO ZOBHMjeKa )XMBI, IMAO Ce paurra 1 pogutu!
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In memoriam
PURA STEVANOVIC (1939-2022)

(Translation In Extenso)

In September 2022, we were sorry to hear about the loss of Pura Stevanovi¢, retired
Full Professor of the Faculty Agriculture of the University of Belgrade. Pura Stevanovi¢ was
born in the village of Dejan, the Municipality of Vlasotince, in a farming family that also
had to word at other people’s holdings to make a living. He finished the elementary school
in the neighbouring village of Svode, and went to attend the Teacher Education School in
Pirot. He waw a teacher in the villages in Pirot and Vlasotince regions. Since he wanted to
continue his education, he found a job in Krnjaca, near Belgrade, to be near the university
centre. He enrolled and, while simultaneously working, he graduated at the group of so-
ciology, the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade. From 1964 he led sociological research in
the PKB Corporation, when he began dealing with the problems of the sociology of village
and sociology of agriculture. While working in his profession, he continued his speciali-
zation in sociology and in 1988, at the Faculty of Law i Belgrade, he defended his doctoral
thesis entitled Social Consequences of Agricultural Industrialization in Yugoslavia, which
represented the basis for later published book named Industrialization of Agriculture and
the Future of Peasants (2008) (Stevanovi¢, 1988). The mentor of his thesis was academician
Radomir Luki¢, whose papers on rural issues Pura Stevanovi¢ edited for publishing in 1997.
Immediately after the defence of the thesis, he began working as a lecturer of sociology of
village at the Faculty of Agriculture in Zemun, Belgrade, where he stayed until retirement.

Apart from being a researcher and a teacher, Pura Stevanovi¢ made a huge con-
tribution to the sphere of organizing sociological associations and scientific gatherings
dedicated to the village. In 1994, together with Mladen Stojanov, he founded the Yugoslav
Association for Sociology of Agriculture and the Village (later the Serbian Association for
Sociology of the Village and Agriculture), while six years later he also founded the Balkan
Association for Sociology of the Village and Agriculture. He also initiated and founded
the Institute for the Village Research (2007). His organizational skills came to the fore in
the sociological circles when he initiated the well-known “Vlasotince Encounters”. In 1995,
wishing to contribute to the development of his home region in addition to sociological
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research, he initiated this international gathering that has persisted with no interruptions
for more than a quarter of the century. Frequently in rather difficult circumstances and
with scarce funds, Pura Stevanovi¢ managed to organize the “Vlasotince Encounters” every
year, establishing the continuity unknown in this part of Europe and the world. Every year
with a new topic, this manifestation has drawn the sociologists’ attention to rural issues. It
regularly gathered the best rural sociologists from Serbia and abroad. Among those who
attended and made presentations at this manifestation are T. Shanin, A. Bodenstedt, P.
Veliky, S. Livada, A. Kaleta, S. Dobreva and V. Kozuharova. For his dedicated work Pura
Stevanovi¢ in 2017 received the life achievement reward “Radomir Luki¢”, annually given
the Serbian Sociological Association.

Dura Stevanovi¢ was and remains an important link in the chain of the rich tradition
of Serbian sociology of the village, together with Sreten Vukosavljevi¢ and Cvetko Kosti¢. He
deserves credit in Serbian sociology and the development of his home region as a researcher,
teacher and organizer, but also for his assistance to many Serbian sociologists, including
the author of this text. He can indisputably be described by Njego§’s verses: “Blessed is one
who lives forever, he was born for a reason”!
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