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TEOITIOJINTNYKA CIIOKEHOCT BAJIKAHA U IbETOBA
KYJITYPHOIVBUMIN3ALIMJCKA ITPOTVBPEYJA

Munomnp Cremnth Teotionuitivuxy iiojmosHux bankaua,
beorpag: CATENA MUNDI, 2023, 536 ctp.

Ip Mutomup Cremuh, HaydHy caBeTHUK VIHCTUTYTa 3a IOIMTIYKE CTYAMje M PeSOBHA
mpodecop yHUBEp3UTETa, de3 CyMbe CIIajia y pOJIOHAYETHIKE U OCHVBAYE T3B. HOB€ CPiicKe
feotionuitiuYKe MUCTIU KOja Ce IT0YerTa KOHCTUTYMUCATY 10~
YETKOM JIeBefleCeTX TOIMHA IPOUIJIOT BeKa, a HAPOYMUTO
MHTEH3UBHO HaKoH OpyTanHe arpecuje HATO makTa Ha
HaIry 3em/by. OTpOMHa, TOTOBO jefTHOBEKOBHA BpEMEHCKa
IIPasHMHA KOja Ce, CeM CIIOPAAMIHIX ay TOPCKIX IIPUMeEpa,
TojaB/Ia CMphy ¥ pecTaHKOM HayJHOT pajia ,JICTIHCKOT
3a4YeTHIKA CPIICKe Hay4He reono/mTuke” Josana IBujuha,
npso y KpapeBuHu Jyrocnasuju, a onga n y bpo3osoj
IP>KaBHOj TBOPEBMHM, IPOM3BEIA j€ 3a IOCTIEANITY TO [a

MWJIOMUP CTENMWUR

PR YT HA
CPIICKOM JE3UKY.

Hayan somm je 030w/bHa, 1 Ha HAYYHNM TeMe/bIMa Ca3[jaHa, CPIICKa

BAJIKAHA

TeOIOMUTIYKA MICA0 IIPecTasia ia ToCToju (13y3umajyhm
PYTMHCKO IIpOy4aBarbe reocTpaTeruje y OKBUpyMa Tajia-
e JHA npumepeno uneonomky cxsaheHnM norpedama
ouyBama COPJ).

ITpodecop Munomup Cremh dmo je mehy mpsum noxpe-
Ta4yl/Ma CepYO3HUX IeONOIMTUYKIX VICTPAKIBAIbA YMjUM CY Ce OOVIMHUM U 030M/BHUM
TEOPUjCKMM PajjoM TOKOM BpeMeHa (pOopMUpaIN IPeUV3HY HayYHY M jaCHU CTPYYHU
CTaHJjap[iul y IIpOyYaBamby TeOoIloIUTIKe KOfI Hac. Ibemy he ce Tek xacHUje mpuppyxurtu
HEKOJIMKO KOoJIeTa KOjJ Cy Y IOYeTKY CKPOMHO MapTULIMIVPAIN Y I0/bY FeONOMIUTIIKIX
ucTpaxusama 4nja he peanHa mocreguia duty modeTak HepOPMaTHOT KOHCTUTYNCAbA
T3B. cplicKe Teotionuiiuke wikone muuimerna. OHa he BpeMeHOM (CKOpPO TpH JielieHMje),
npensobena mpogecopom Crenuhem, cBOjUM HayYHUM PajioM U Ie/IOBAEM, II0YETH
Ia adupMMuIIe CPICKO HALMOHAIHO CTAHOBMIITE CaIylejlaHO KpPO3 Hay4HYy aHA/IN3Y U
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apryMeHTAalujy TeONO/IMTIKE KaO CMHTE3He HayKe Y OBOj, 3a CBAKy HAallUjy U APKaBy,
BUTA/IHO Ba)KHOj HAYYHOTEOPUjCKOj 0O/IacTi.

VmnpecuBHy HaydHu omyc npogecopa Crennha, Koju ce cacToju o SPOjHUX HAyIHNX
MoHoTpaduja U HayYHUX PafioBa, IPeICTaB/ba He3a0d1Ia3aH 0CHOB Oe3 Kora Huje Moryhe
3aTloYeTy HUjelaH 030M/baH HAYYHMU Paji Y OKBUPUMA HIMPOKOT TEOPUjCKOT U TeMaTCKOT
0/ba TeOIONIUTUKE Kao HayKe Y OKBMPMMA CPIICKe aKajieMcKe 3ajefiHulle. TemerbaH, cTy-
IM03aH, Ipelu3aH, aHaINTIYaH, efyKaTBaH 1 MHCIIMpPATHBaH, HayYH! paf mpodecopa
Cremnmha 1ocrao je n3BecHa reolnoMTIYKa dasa MM TeMe/b 32 Hay4HO aBjbelbe IeoIlo-
JINTMKOM Ha CPIICKOM eTHIIKOM IpocTopy (Cpduja u cprcke semsbe). OBOM MPUIHKOM
nomenyhemo caMo Heka Off FbeTOBYX 3HAYajHUX fiena: Y epitinoly Sankanusayuje (2001),
Cpiicko uuitiarve — ieodonuitiuuko duitiare (2004), Kocoso u Meitioxuja — socitimogepHu
teoonummiuukuy exciiepumenini (2012), leoionuitiuka Heoe8poasujcitiéa, Ho3utuja cprckux
semama (2013), leotionuitiuxa, ugeje, iwieopuje, konyetiyuje (2016), Cpiicku feorionuiniuy-
ku odpasay, (2019), Kpos dankancku gypdun (2020) u HOBO fe/I0, YIPaBO 0djaB/bEHO,
Teotionuitivuxu iojmosnux bankana (2023).

CBu 10dpojaHU HACTIOBY U3 HETOBOT OOTaTOr OITyCa Y3eTH 3ajefJHO YMHe He3ao-
OuIasHO CTAaHOBUIITE 33 CBAKO 030M/bHO I'€OMOMUTUYKO UCTPAXKIBabE, @ IOCEdHO Kao
mwardopMa 3a odpasoBame Miahux Kojera Koju ce yIylITajy y OBaj HajjacBe CEpUO3aH 1
CIIOKEH UCTPaKuBauky 1mocao. CTapujumM Kojerama Koju Cy IIKOJIOBaHM IIpe CBera Kao
TIOTIMTUKOTIO3H, COIIMOTIO3M, ICTOPIYAPY UM JieheHT0M03Y Ha TIpUMep, 11 KOji CY TTOKasasm
usBecHy amOnuujy ga saby y coxeHa TeMaTcka 1osba reomonntyke, Crennhes HayqHn
paj IOCIY>KMO je KaO OCHOBHM T€OPUjCKM OPUjEHTUD U OKBUP 3a HMXOBA FeOINONMNTAYIKA
UCTPaXKMBaba.

Ileo mocao Toj Masoj aKafeMCKOj 3ajefHILIM MCTPa’k/Baya TeOIIO/IUTHKE OTEKaBasIo
je TO IITO Cy IJTAHOBMMA, MHTEPECHMA I MAaHMUITy/IalljaMa PasHOBPCHY T€OIONMUTUIKI
CydjeKT, KaKo Ha CTPATEIIKOM TAaKO U Ha TAKTWYKOM HVBOY, CKPMBAJIN CBOje CTBapHe
reonoUTUYKE HAMEPe U YIPasKibaBaji MUMUKPUjCKO F€ONOIUTUYKO MTOHaIIambe. Tume
du mocTU3aMM fa BYMXOBYU PeaTHM MHTEPEeCH OCTajy 3aMacKMpPaHM ¥ TAKO apKaHM30BaHM
OTeXXaBa/ JJOKa3Bamwe Mp/baBIX IVIAHOBA I, ca CTAaHOBUIITA MehyHapogHor mpasa,
HOTIIYHO Hefl03BO/beHNUX aKiyja. bes CrennheBux mpenysHmx aHammsa TELIKoO je SuIo
Moryhe Ha paBU Ha4YMH JEKOAVPATH HBIUXOBE CTBApHe HaMepe, MHTepece U IeJIOBabe y
CTTIOXKEHOM KOHTEKCTY MehyHapomHNUX OffHOCa, a 0COdMTO Temko y pernony bankana. 3a
OHe ,,CTPy4mbaKe" KOji ce HICY NaTU/IV 030M/BHOT ITOC/Ia HayJHe effyKallije 3HaTHO O ce
nosehaBao pusMK off ymajama y MHOTOOpOjHE 3aMKe, MUTOBE, CTepEOTHIIe MK 3admypie
KOje Cy ce HapO4MTO YIIOPHO 1 Y BEJIMKOM Opojy IIMpuIe myTeM Meiuja Iie UM je dua
IOBO/bHA IOMTUYKA IETUTYMAIIN]a, @ He U IoKa3aHa eKCIIepTCKa yTeMe/beHOCT. 3a Miica-
e 030M/bHIX OO TUYKIX PafioBa HITHU Cy OMIU CTPYYHU HUTY JOBO/BHO MapJb1BH,
I je Kpajibyl pe3y/nTar TaKBor ,CEPMO3HOr aHI')KMaHa CaMO3BaHUX (T€0)IOMUTUIKNX
aHa/MMTUYapa Hajuenrhe d1Bao odereXxeH aMaTepy3MOM, OBPITHOIINY, IMMUTAIIN]OM, VTN
YaK ¥ MOTITYHUM JAVIETaHTU3MOM.

Ynpaso 3aro, [eotionuitiuuku tiojmosHux bankana npodpecopa Munomupa Cremnha
IpefCcTaB/ba IPBU CBEOOYXBATHM HAYIHM BOAUY KPO3 KOMIUIMKOBAHY MPEXXY IeOIO/IN-
TUYKUX [I0jMOBA U jACHO MCKAa3aHy MHTEHIINjy OTKPMBabha HUXOBUX Y€CTO CKPUBEHUX
3HaYema, MM KOJIOKBMjaTHNX TyMadema. OBaj I0jMOBHUK je cTora oMoryhuo nperusan
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YBUJ Y CTIOKeHY II0jMOBHY CTPYKTYPY KOjy eOIO/INTIKA Ka0 CMHTEe3Ha HayKa KOPUCTU
eKCIUINIMPaHy Ha IpuMepy barkaHa Kao cloxkeHe 30He reorpadCKux, KyJITypOIOIIKIX,
HOJIMTUYKIX, EKOHOMCKIX, PETUTMjCKIX Vi TeOIONTIIKIX MHTepeca. OBaKBO KANMUTATHO
/€710 MOIJIO je Jla HaCTaHe caMO Kao IPOM3BOJL HAyYHOT pajia ayTopa KOji je JoKa3aHy epy-
INTa, YMja TeOpMjCKa 3HaMa, APYIITBEHA CIIO3HAja M BUIIEELIeHMjCKO HAYIHO VICKYCTBO
HEOCIIOPHO CeXY Y AyOMHY MHOIVMX HayYHUX AUCHMUIUIMHA. BOraTo Hay4HO-TeOpHjCcKO
3Hame Crenuh je KOPUCTHO ay TOPCKU OPUTMHAIHO U Y C/IOYKEHOM MeTOJOJIOIIKOM CK/IOITY
KOMOMHOBAO KPO3 MHTEPAUCHMIUIMHAPHI IIOCTYIIAK Y Pafy Ha OBOM IIOjMOBHIMKY. Kpajmu
pesynTar TaKBOT IIPUCTYIIAa IPOU3BEO je Y ieny leotionuiiuuku ojmosHux bankana MaKkcu-
MajIHy Hay4Hy CBeoOyXBaTHOCT jep je 0d1/be CTpydHe TuTeparype Kojy Hyfe reorpaduja,
MICTOPMja, eKOHOMIja, TOMUTIKOJIOTN]a, BOjHA CTpaTeruja, e eH0I0rNja, COLOIOTHja,
IIpaBoO, KY/ITYpOJIOTHja, eTHOrpaduja, KOMYHUKOJIOTMja M Apyre Hay4YHe AUCLUITINHE,
TOIIPMHEIO HeTr0BOj I0jMOBHO]j IPELIM3HOCTH 11 OOTaTCTBY canpikaja. Crenuh npurom 1o
YJHU Ha TaKO KpeaTVBaH Ha4ylH Jja je 3a CTpy4mbaKe, a/li I 3a MNPy KYITYPHY IIyOIUKY,
HAIIICA0 IIpel3aH FeONOMINTNYKI BOAVY IOY3IaHOT KpeTama KPo3 OBa Hallla 3aMplleHa
Loankancka decnyha. Ynraouny-ncrpaxxusady, rje rof je To d1uso mpumepeHo 1 Moryhe,
OTKPUBAO je CBEKONIKe TajHe XeIMCKe MCTOPHjCKe TpaanIyje 1 SOoraTy XyMCKy KyITypo-
JIOIIKO-PETUTUjCKY OAIUTHHY.

MHOIITBO HOBUX Ca3Hama, KOje OBO KAIIMTAIHO [ieJI0 IIPY>Ka, BeoMa YCIIELIHO
IIpeBJIajaBa o cajia yBpe)XkeHe U IIPON3BO/BHO cxBaheHe reonouTIYKe CTepeoTHIIe O
Bankany. VI3noxeHa Kpo3 OINTHUKY KpUTHIKe (pOpMe HAyIHOT 0djalllberba HajBKHIIX
reonoNMUTNIKMX MojMoBa, CrenuheBa Kib1ra He OCTaB/ba BHILIE IPOCTOPA 32 ,,CTIOOOTHO
kopuihemwe KONTOKBUjaTHIX M3Pasa KOjUMa Ce 10 Cafia IPUINYHO HesHa/IauKM TyMadnIa
dankaHcka reononuTidka npodnemarnka. [Tokpuajyhu ogucra mmpoxy nemesy u dorat-
cTBO 10jMoBa, Crenuh HaM Ha CTYAMO3aH HAaYMH yKa3yje Ha IBIXOBO CTBAPHO ETYMOJIOIIKO
HOPEKJIO, UCTOPUjCKY XPOHOIOTH]Y, reorpadcKy ofgpeheHOCT, OMUTIYKY CTOKEHOCT,
KY/ITypOJIOLIKM eKJIEKTUIIN3aM I pe/IUIMjcKo-KoHpecrnoHamHy oMmeheHOCT Koja ce gecTo
CKpMBasIa 13a yodrdajeHnx HeaKaJeMCKIX TyMadena.

Baska ce dali 3aTo ayTOPCKI carefiaBao Kpo3 BUSYPY TOIOCA ,CyCpeTa LIyBum3arja’
IJie ce HeIBOCMIICTIEHO jaCHO yKasyje IIPeKo Ipe3eHTOBaHNX I10jMOBA Ha CaB TeOOIUTIYKY
3Hayaj oBor mpocropa. Kpos Crenuhes nojmoBHuK, bankaH je carnefan Kao MCTOPUjCKM
HacTasa ,KOHTAKTHA 30Ha“ IbJIXOBOT CYCpeTa, Cyde/baBarba i Cykoda ykasyjyhu, rie rox je
TO Moryhe, Ha aKTyeJIHY eKCIUIMKALUjy OBe CJIOKEHOCTH Y3 MOryhy aHTUIIMIIaLujy Kajber
TeOIIO/IMTUYKOT IIOHANIalkha KOHCTAHTHO MIPUCYTHUX BaHOA/IKAHCKVX I'€OIOTUTUIKIX
BEKTOpa yTHUIIaja M MHTepeca BIXOBUX PETrMOHAIHUX ,,TapTHepa®. 3ato Konera Cremuh y
IIPeATroBOPY CBOje KIbNUTe ca IIpaBOM ucTide: ,,OpUIuHaIHN KapaKTepUCTUYHY II0jMOBH,
HEOJIOTM3MU ¥ CTIO>KEeHUIIe IPOUCTEK/IN CY He CaMO M3 JUHAMMYHUX TeOMOMNTIYKIX
npoleca Ha mmpeomy 20. u 21. Beka Beh 1 BUXOBOT TEH/IEHIIVO3HOT ITACKPaba ¥ T3B.
XMOPUIHOM PaTy KOjU Ce KOHTVHYMPAHO BOAY IIPBEHCTBEHO Yy (II0CT)jyrOCIOBEHCKOM
meny bankana“ (Stepi¢, 2023, str. 8). [Tpu cBeMy TOMe, OIITPUIA TAKBOT T€OIOIUTUIKOT
[IOHAIlIakba VM aKTVBHOCTY KOHCTaHTHO (Beh HajMarbe Ba BeKa) Ve IPOTYUB HAIVOHATHUX
u gp>xaBHyx uarepeca Cpda u Cpduje. Kogmpatn Kao ,,[/TaBHM F€OIONINTUYIKI OIIOHEHT
3amajy Ha mmpeM npocropy bankaHa, a HApOUUTO (IIOCT)jyrocIoBeHcKor mpocropa, Cpdn
KOHCTAHTHO OJBajy MeTa BUXOBUX JeCTPYKTUBHNUX aKIlMja 1 MHTepeca.
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VMnpecnonupan cappskajeM, doraTcTBoM u 3HanaukuM CrenmheBuM TyMadernma
FeOIIOIMTUIKIX [I0jMOBA Be3aHNX 3a ba/kaH 11 IeroBy CI0XKeHy reorpadujy, NCTOpHjy 1
KY/ITYpY, KEBUTY TOIIJIO ITPETIOPyYyjeM KaKo 3a HayJHO Kopuinheme KomeraMma y CTpyIu
TaKO M 3a YMTambe IMPOoj KyNTypHOj mydmiu. Kao jenan on CrenuheBux konera xoju je
MIMao IPUBUIETH)Y fia 3aBUPH Y FeHY CTPYKTYPY U CafipyKaj jol pe 0djaB/buBama, MOTY
HOY3/aHO fla IOCBefounM 1 HajaBuM Syayhum xopucHunMa fia he oBy Kibury ,KOH3Y-
MMpPATH Y3 MHTEH3UBHO MHTEIEKTYa/THO Y KMBaIbe I YUTaIauKO 3a/J0BO/bCTBO.

OBo KaIMTaJIHO Je/I0 Hallle APYIITBeHe HayKe ocTahe TpajHO 3ade/exeHo y aKajieM-
cxoM ¢ynpycy Cpduje Kao HeMep/bUB HAIMIOHAIHY JOIIPMHOC CPIICKOj TeOMOMUTHLIN, &
HBeHOM ayTopy pod. ip Munomupy Crenmhy, y3 IeTOKYITHN JOCAAIIEY MHTENIEKTYaTHN
aHTaXMaH, TeGUHUTUBHO 00e3deInTu 0YacHO MecTo Hajseher ayropuTeTa 3a Hay4Hy
reononutuky mehy Cpduma.
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GEOPOLITICAL COMPLEXITY OF THE BALKANS AND ITS
CULTURAL-CIVILIZATIONAL CONTRADICTIONS

Milomir Stepi¢, Geopolitical Glossary of the Balkans,
Belgrade: CATENA MUNDI, 2023, 536 pp.

(Translation In Extenso)

Milomir Stepi¢, PhD, the Research Fellow of the Institute for Political Studies and
Full Professor of the University indisputably belongs to the forefathers and founders of
the so-called new Serbian geopolitical thought, the constitution of which began in the
early 199s, intensively in particular after the brutal NATO pact’s aggression against tour
country. The vast, almost one-century long time gap that, apart from the sporadic authors’
examples, emerged with the death and the end of the scientific work of the “true initiator
of Serbian scientific geopolitics, Jovan Cviji¢, first in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, and the in
BroZ’s state creation, consequently caused the end of the serious and scientifically founded
Serbian geopolitical thought (except for the routine exploration of geostrategy within the
former Yugoslav People’s Army, in line with the corresponding ideologically understood
needs of preserving the SFRY).

Professor Milomir Stepi¢ was among the first initiators of serious geopolitical research
whose extensive and serious theoretical work with time helped to form precise scientific
and clear professional standards in the research of geopolitics in our country. Only later
he was joined by several colleagues who first rather modestly participated in the field of
geopolitical research, the actual consequence of which was the beginning of informal
constitution of the so-called Serbian geopolitical school of thought. With the passage of
time (almost three decades), led by Professor Stepi¢, with its scientific work and action, it
will begin the promotion of the Serbian national standpoint perceived through scientific
analysis and argumentation of geopolitics as a synthesis science in this scientific-theoretical
field that is of vital importance for every nation and state.

Professor Stepi¢’s impressive scientific oeuvre, which consists of numerous scientific
monographs and papers, constitutes an indispensable foundation without which it is
impossible to begin any serious scientific work within the broad theoretical and thematic
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tield of geopolitics as a science ion the frameworks of the Serbian academic community.
Professor Stepi¢’s thorough, studious, precise, analytical, educational and inspirational
scientific work became a certain geopolitical base or foundation for scientific dealing with
geopolitics in the Serbian ethnic space (Serbia and Serbian territories). On this occasion,
we will mention only several of his important works: In the Vortex of Balkanization (2001),
Serbian Question — a Geopolitical Question (2004), Kosovo and Metohija — a Post-Modern
Geopolitical Experiment (2012), Geopolitics of Neo-Eurasianism, the Position of Serbian
Territories (2013), Geopolitics, Ideas, Theories, Concepts (2016), Serbian Geopolitical Pattern
(2019), Through the Balkan Binoculars (2020) and the newly-published work Geopolitical
Glossary of the Balkans (2023).

All the above-listed titles from his rich opus, put together, constitute an indispensable
standpoint for any serious geopolitical research, particularly as a platform for educating
younger colleagues who delve into this above all serious and complex research task. Older
colleagues who were educated primarily, for example, as political scientists, sociologists,
historians or defence lawyers, and who have shown a certain ambition to enter the complex
thematic field of geopolitics, used Stepi¢’s scientific work as a basic theoretical landmark
and a framework for their geopolitical research.

The entire task of this small academic community of geopolitical researchers was
aggravated by the fact that various geopolitical subjects, with their plans, interests and
manipulations, both at strategic and tactical levels, hid their real geopolitical intentions
and assumed a mimicry geopolitical behaviour. In that way, they kept their true interests
masked and arcanized, making it difficult to prove dirty plans and, from the perspective
of international law, completely unpermitted actions. Without Stepi¢’s precise analyses,
it was hardly possible to decode properly their real intentions, interests and actions in
the complex context of international relations and particularly in the Balkan region. For
those “experts” who did not seriously take the serious task of scientific education there
was a substantially increasing risk of falling into numerous traps, myths, stereotypes
or delusions that were particularly persistently and in large numbers spread through
media, where political legitimization was sufficient, without the proved expert founda-
tion. There were neither competent nor diligent enough for writing serious geopolitical
papers, and the final result of such “serious” engagement of the self-proclaimed (geo)
political analysts was most frequently marked by amateurism, superficiality, imitation
or even total dilettantism.

That is exactly why Geopolitical Glossary of the Balkans by Professor Milomir Stepi¢
is the first comprehensive scientific guide through a complex network of geopolitical terms
and a clearly expressed intention of discovering their frequently hidden meanings or col-
loquial interpretations. Therefore, this glossary provided a precise insight into a complex
conceptual structure used by geopolitics as a synthesis science explained on the example of
the Balkans as a complex zone of geographical, cultural, political, economic, religious and
geopolitical interests. This capital work could be written only as a result of the scientific
research by the author who is a proved erudite with theoretical knowledge, social perception
and decades-long scientific experience indisputably going into the depth of many scientific
disciplines. Stepi¢ used his rich scientific-theoretical knowledge as an original author and
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combined it within a complex methodological framework through an interdisciplinary
procedure while working on this glossary. The end result of such an approach achieved
maximum scientific comprehensiveness in Geopolitical Glossary of the Balkans because the
ample expert literature offered by geography, history, economics, political science, military
strategy, defence law, sociology, law, culturology, ethnography and other scientific disciplines
contributed to its conceptual precision and wealth of content. Moreover, Stepi¢ does it in
such a creative manner that he wrote a precise geopolitical guide for reliable movement
through our entangled “Balkan wilderness” - both for experts and for the broader cultural
public. To the reader-researcher, wherever it was suitable and possible, he revealed all the
secrets of Helm historical tradition and a rich Hum cultural-religious heritage.

The multitude of new findings provided by this book quite successfully exceeds so
far rooted and arbitrarily understood geopolitical stereotypes about the Balkans. Presented
through the lens of the critical form of scientific explanation of the most important geo-
political concepts, Stepi¢’s book does not leave more space for the “free” use of colloquial
expressions that have been used so far in rather unprofessional interpretation of the Balkan
geopolitical issues. Covering a truly broad range and wealth of concepts, Stepi¢ studiously
points to their real etymological origin, historical chronology, geographical determination,
political complexity, cultural eclecticism and religious-confessional limitation that was
frequently hidden behind usual non-academic interpretations.

That is exactly why the Balkans used to be perceived in author terms from the
perspective of the topos of the “encounter of civilizations”, where through the presented
concepts it is unambiguously clearly shown how important this region is in geopolitical
terms. Through Stepi¢’s glossary, the Balkans is perceived as a historically created “contact
zone” of their encounter, confrontations and conflicts, indicating, whenever it is possible,
the current explication of this complexity with a possible anticipation of further geopolitical
behaviour of constantly present non-Balkan geopolitical vectors of influence and interests
of their regional “partners”. That is why, in the foreword to his book, my colleague Stepi¢
rightfully emphasizes the following: “Original characteristic concepts, neologisms and
compounds derive not only from the dynamic geopolitical processes at the turn of the 20%
and the 21* centuries, but also from their tendentious placement in the so-called hybrid
war continually waged primarily in the (post) Yugoslav part of the Balkans” (Stepi¢, 2023,
p- 8). In addition to all of these, the blade of such geopolitical behaviour and activity has
been constantly (for at least two centuries) directed against national and state interests of
the Serbs and Serbia. Coded as the “main geopolitical opponent” to the West in the broad-
er territory of the Balkans, and particularly in the (post)Yugoslav territory, the Serbs are
constantly the target of their destructive actions and interests.

Impressed by the content, wealth and Stepic’s expert interpretations of geopolitical
concepts related to the Balkans and its complex geography, history and culture, I recom-
mend this book warmly both to be used professionally by the colleagues in this branch and
to be read by the broad cultural public. As one of Stepis colleagues who had the privilege
to take a look into the book’ structure and content before its publication, I can assuredly
announce and promise to future readers that they will “consume” this book with intense
intellectual enjoyment and reading pleasure.
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This capital work of our social science will be permanently recorded in the academic
fund of Serbia as an immeasurable national contribution to Serbian geopolitics and defi-
nitely ensure its author, Professor Milomir Stepi¢, PhD, along with his entire intellectual
engagement to date, an honorary place of the greatest authority for scientific geopolitics
among the Serbs.
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