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MermoBuTy M300PHM CUCTEMI Y OC/IENIbUM JielleHujaMa CTIYY cBe Behy momymapHocT

KaKO KOJ IIO/IMTHKOJIOTA, TAaKO U KOJ| IIOJIMTUYKIX OfyTydM/Ialia Koji CIIpoBofie n3d0pHe
pedopme. Tome je cBakako [OIpUHeIa TeOPUjcKa IPUBAAYHOCT CHCTEMA KOjH CIIaja, KaKo
ce TO 4ecTo Kake, OHO Hajdosbe Off IBa TpaaMIIIOHAIHA
p J Mopena (BehmHckor /y cMuciy epcoHanmu3sanuje n3dopa/
: U IPOMOPIMOHATHOT /Y CMUCTY IPOHNOPIMOHATHOCTH

I7TacOBA U MaHZATa/, Te MePUUINPAHO eMVMIHNIIE I
IbVIXOBE K/byIHE MaHe), aJIM N yCIIEX IIPAKTNIHE IIPMIMEHE,
@ < npe cBera y Hemaukoj, y k0joj je cucreMm y ynorpedu o
'/ ‘J IpBUX 3d0pa HAKOH 3aBplIeTKa [Jpyror cBeTcKor para,

IIa 3aTVM U Y JPYT¥UM 3eMjbaMa. Vak, yipaso 300r Husa

BapujeTeTa, pas/IUTIX MeXaHI3aMa I KAPAKTEPUCTIIKA,
M EI_I_IOBMTM KOje MEIIOBUTY M3OOPHU CUCTEMMU IYTYjy CBOjOj MCTO-
M350PH M PUjCKOj TeHesu U CHELMPUIHOCTIMA IIPYIMEHE Y CBAKOM

HOje[[I/[Ha‘-IHOM IIOINTUYKOM 1 OIPYHITBEHOM OKBUDY,
GMCTEMM BIXOB 110jaM Huje jefHo3HavyaH. Kao mTo u ayTop ose
CTRTYRA (EHEAIOCTEAY odnmHe crynuje npuMehyje, cBaky MELIOBUTY CUCTEM je

€= aJi XOK KpealMja OCMUII/bEHA J1a OfirOBOPM HA M3a30Be
IpYyLITBA y KOjeM ce IIpUMeIbYje, Te y cedu cafip)u He
CaMo pelllera 3a JIOKa/IHe IIpod/ieMe, IPEeTXOfHA U Hac/lehena mHCTUTYMOHATHA pellera
VI IPpYWITBEHOIIOIMTNYIKI KOHTEKCT Beh HY)XXHO I IIONIMTNYKE NHTEPECE aKTEPa KOjI/I cy
CHCTeM ycrocTaBbamy — dymyhu ja m3dopHa mpaBWIa 4ecTo HICY Pe3ynTaT jKejbe fia ce
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2 OBaj paj je pea/M30BaH y3 IOAPIIKY MUHICTApCTBA HAYKe, TEXHOMOLIKOT pasBoja 1 MHOBAL[Vja
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YCIIOCTaBY CaBpIIeH cucTeM, Beh IpoaykT npedepenIje HOMUTUYKIX aKTepa I IbIXOBe
HaMepe [ja MaKCUMM3Yjy CBOj pe3ynTaT. To cBe IpOoM3BO/M BENKY PA3HOBPCHOCT MHCTH-
TYLMOHA/THVX TIPaBIU/Ia KOja YC/IOB/baBa OIACKY Jja He II0CTOje IBe ApyKaBe ca MeHTHYHIM
MOJIe/IOM MELIOBUTOT CUCTEMA.

Byunhesuh ynpaBo To 11 mokasyje y yBOZHNIM IIOITIaB/bJIMa KIbITeE, KaJia pasMaTpa
BIIIIe MOT'YRVX THITOIOTHja, KOHAYHO ce OfTy4yjyhu 3a 1recT IO TUIIOBA KOjU IIPEfiCTaB/bajy
OCHOB Jla/be aHanu3e. [IpuToM, ayTop Kpo3 KapaKTepUCTIYHe IIpuMepe yrnorpede oBux
cuctemMa Ha M3d0pMMa IIMPOM CBETa AETa/bHO 0djalllbaBa HhIXOBE OCHOBHE KapaKTepu-
CTHUKe, a HAPOUUTO edeKaT Ha pacrofeny Mangata. OBaj CCTeMaTUYaH Mperief, Kpo3
KOj¥ ayTOP y CTBApM apTyMeHTYje [ia ce Y CIy4ajy MEIIOBUTUX CUCTEeMa He Paji caMo O
IyKOM XMOpPU/Y IpaByia M3adpaHyX U3 [Ba TPaANIMOHATHA TUIIa N300pHMX cucTeMa Beh
0 IOCedHOj MOPOAULIY N3OOPHMX MOJIE/Ia, PE3YITAT je CII0ja KBa/IUTATVBHE U KBAaHTHUTA-
TIBHE aHa/IM3e IOTKOBaHe KaKO IPETXOAHUM CTYAMjaMa, TaKO U 3HA4ajHOM KOIMYMHOM
IPMKYIUbEHNUX IIOflaTaKa.

W3sdopna pedopma, ako yecto Tema y Cpduju, He MaTepujanmayje ce y IOrmemy
IpaKTUYHe IPYMEHe y HAllloj 3eM/bU, MaKap Kajia Cy y IUTakby OCHOBHA IIPaBMJIA IO
KojuMa cucTeM (pyHKuMoHnIIe. HanMe, akTyenHY TpONOpLMOHATHY U300OPHM CUCTEM Ca
3aTBOPEHMM JICTaMa U jeflHOM U300PHOM jelMHNIIOM Yy IpyMeHH je Y Cpduju, ympkoc
OpojHMM KpUTHKaMa I IIpeIo3MMa 3a IPOMeHY, jo of 2000. ropyHe, Kpo3 feceT Iapia-
MeHTapHMX 1300pHNX HyKTyca. OcuM Mamux pedopmu u npunarohaparma mpaBuia, Koja
cy dua pesynrar pehe cro/bHOr MM MHCTUTYIMOHATHOT IIPUTUCKA, a Yemthe nHTepeca
HOUTUYKIX €/INTA, OCHOBHI IIOCTY/IATH CUCTeMa ([IPOMOPLIOHA/IHA PACIIOfeNa, 3aTBOPeHe
JIUCTe, jefiHa M30OPHA je[HNUIIA) OCTA/IN Cy HeIPpOMekeHN. VIITaK, MeIoBUTI CUCTEM je
MIMAo ,,CBOjMX IIeT MMHYTA" y HaIIoj 3eM/by, OyAyhn fia je mapasieNTHy MOJIeNl IPUMEHEeH Y
Tpu 13d0pHa IMKTyca 3a 13dop nocnanuka Ckynurruse Bojsopune (2004, 2008, 2012), pe
HEro LITO je, 0e3 IIpeBMILe paclpase, IPOMerbeH Y IPOIOPLIMOHAIIHI, KAKaB je Y IPYMeHN
Ha ITap/IaMeHTapHUM U JIOKa/THUM n3dopuma. Vmax, ca oe fucraHiie, Moxkemo pehn fia je
MICKYCTBO MEIIOBMTOT M3OOPHOT CMCTeMa Y fleNy Hallle 3eM/be To3uTiBHO. Off 120 moxpa-
JUHCKIX TTOCTIAHMK, 60 je SupaHo y jefHOMAaHJATHUM jeAMHMIIaMa 110 Beh1MHCKOM cucteMmy,
a 60 ca 30OPHUX JIMUCTA [0 IPOIOPIVIOHATHOM, LITO je TAPAaHTOBAIO TEPUTOPUjATHY
3aCTYIUbEHOCT CBMX BOjBODaHCKIX IOKaTHMX CaMOYIIPaBa y IIOKPajuHCKOM Iap/IaMeHTy
1 omoryhaBasio mepcoHanM3aIjy IpefcTaB/batba Makap y CB0joj BehMHCKOj KOMIIOHEHT,
a IPUTOM 3afip)kaBajyhyl pelaTvBHO IPUXBAT/BIB HIBO IIPOIOPLIMOHATHOCTI U3OOPHIX
pesynraTa, Kao 1 MoryhHocT mpuMene Mepa adupMaTUBHE aKijyje 3a [IPefiCTaB/batbe XKeHa
U eTHUYKUX MambIHA YIPABO KPO3 IPOIHOPIOHATHY KOMIIOHEHTY — MaJia je IOC/Ieibe
menuMudaHO odesdebheHo 1 reorpadcKoM KOHIIEHTPALMjOM HajOPOjHIjUX Mab/HA.

Kaxko duno, Byunhesnhesa crynuja yrrpaBo HaramaBa yTUIaj TOKaTHOT KOHTEKCTa,
HPETXOTHOT MHCTUTYIIMOHATHOT U TTOCeSHO IeMOKPATCKOT MCKYCTBA, IV ¥ IY>KVHE ITPYMeHe
oxpehennx n3dopHUX MoOzeNa, Tj. IIpoLieca yuerma y KoMe y4eCcTBYjy KaKo MHCTUTYLHje,
TaKO 1 M3OOPHN aKTepy (CTpaHKe, IMAEPH 1 KaHUIATI), /i, Hajsaf, U rnacayun. [TocedHo
je 3HaJajHa AMCIO3MLMja M3MeDy 4eTBPTOTr 1 IIeTOr TOI/IaB/ba, Ife Ce pa3Marpa yBoheme
U yCIIeX OBMX MOJje/Ia y HOBUM JIeMOKpaTujaMa, aji U y He[leMOKPATCKIM PeXUMIMA.
I[Tprmena 1300pHUX IPABIUIA ¥ OKOTHOCTYMA MAaFbKaBIX IEMOKPATHja, XUOPUIHNX PEXKI-
Ma, M3OOPHNUX ayTOKpaTHja MM OTBOPEHO ayTOPUTAPHUX PEXKIUMA je 3aHeMapeH acleKT
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HOIMTUYKUX HayKa, Y3eBIIN Y 083Mp aKTyeTHU IVIOOATHU Tajlac Ollafjarba AeMOKpaTlje.
[nTame je KaKO AaHAMUSNPATH U3DOPHE CUCTEMe I BIXOBe eheKTe Kafia IIXOB L[1/b MOJieia
HIje pacrofienia MaHAaTa Beh HaMmepa peXkxuMa a oCTaHe Ha B/IACTI U KaJia, 38 Pa3/nKy
Off IEMOKPATCKIUX PeXIMa, IT0CTOju Beha M3BeCHOCT N300PHNX UCXOJA Off U3BECHOCTH
IpuMeHe U3d0pHMX IpaBWIa. Y TaKBUM CUTYyaljaMa, nokasyje Byunhesuh, memosnra
M380pHa ITpaBIIa 9eCTO ce KOPMCTe MaHUITY/IATUBHO, fla O IeMOKPATCKM JIETUTYMM30BasIa
HOCTIEANYHY TOOey peXKUMa.

Kopak farbe, ayTop CBOjy ieTa/bHy aHA/IM3Y IOAYDKE Ha jOI BUILY HUBO, IIPUKYI/ba-
jyhm momatke us ykynHo 185 u3dopHux nuxiayca y 35 ap>kasa y Hepuofy HakoH JIpyror
CBETCKOT paTa, pasMarpajyhn cTpaTelko moHamame M300PHUX aKTepa Ha Y30PKY Of
HpeKo 21 Xuspajie jeTHOMaHJATHUX U3OOPHMX jefMHNULIA YHYTap MEIIOBUTUX CUCTEMA, Paj
IpaB/berba pasiyKe Kako nsMehy HamepaBaHMX 1 HeHaMepaBaHUX MOC/IeUIIa yBohema
M3OOPHNUX MHCTUTYTA MEIOBYUTOT CUCTEMA, TAKO U JIejCTBA MEXaHIYKOT (akTopa (IIpaBuia
0 pacrofienu MaHjara) 1 INCUXOJIOMIKOT (haKTopa (CTPATEIIKOr IIOHAIIakba aKTepa). Y TOM
KOHTEKCTY, ayTOp UCTPaXKyje [a JIX PasnuIuTy U3OOPHY MHCTUTYTH (OFHOC yfieNa IMCTOB-
HUX Y HOMMHAJIHMX MaH/aTa, TUII GOpMyJie 3a padyyHarbe MaH/aTa, BeIMINHA U300pHe
jenVHMIle, BYCYHA M300PHOT IleH3yca, BeIMYMHA MapaMeHTa) NMajy OYeKIBAHO 1ejCTBO
Ha KpUTepUjyMe NVUCIPONOPLMOHATHOCTY Pe3yaTarTa, CTPYKType IapTHjCKOT CUCTEMA,
IpeJCTaB/bamba JKeHa U CTadMTHOCTH BJIajie, Y3€BIIN IIPUTOM Y 003Mp 3HaYajHe pas/nKe
usmeby np>xaBa pasBujeHe leMOKpaTHje I OHUX Ca HEKOMIIETUTUBHIM U300pUMa, Kao
U CTapMX U HOBUX JeMokpatuja, dynyhu fa nodujeHn Hamasu IoKasyjy BeIVKY 3HAYA]
Ipoljeca yuea Tj. ycBajarba N300PHUX MPaBIUIA U OIUTUYKOT [TOHAIIAka KOoje U3 BUX
IIponsIasy. 3aK/by4ly OBOT CETMEHTA aHa/IM3€ CUCTEMCKIX [TOC/IeANIIa KIbYIHIX MOfiesia
MELIOBUTOT CUCTEMA jecy fa IPONOPIMOHATHOCT Pe3y/ITaTa YIJIABHOM 3aBUCH Of TUIIA
Be3e HOMMHAJTHOT U JIMICTOBHOT HIMBOA PACIIOfieNIe, Tj. yTHUIlaja BehHCKe KOMIIOHEHTe Y
KO0jOj je IOTMYHO Marba IPONOPLUMOHATHOCT, T€ jauliHe eBEHTYa/THOI KOMIIEH3aIjCKOT
MexaHn3Ma. Ca ipyre cTpaHe, K/bYYHH YTUIIAj HAa IpeCTaB/batbe )KeHa Majy HIBO I10-
cTurHyTHX rpahaHCKuX mpaBa KOji CUTHAIN3MPA OTK/IOH Off AaTPUjapXa/lHOT CXBaTamba
IIONIUTHKE, KO U jauliHa IIPOIIOPLMOHAIHE PACIIOfierie, Te Hajsaj] TOCTOojarbe CICTEMa KBOTa
KOju Ipomnucyje 00aBesHy MOJIHY 3aCTYIUBEHOCT Ha IMCTaMa. 11 Ha/lasy Cy yIIaBHOM y
CKJIaJly ca TeopujcKMM odekusamuma. Ca ipyre cTpaHe, usHeHahyjyhu cy pesynratu koju
ce TM4y (pparMeHTalyje IMapTUjCKOr CICTeMa I Ty>KVHe Tpajarba Biaje, Iae y 0da crydaja
cTadMIHOCT He QYHKIVIOHWIIIE KaKO 811CMO OUeKMBaIM Ha OCHOBY JIOTVIKE M3BefleHe U3 /iBa
TpafMIVIOHAIHA THIIA M3OOPHOT CUCTEMa, LIITO IT0Ka3yje ia aKTepyU Y MEIIOBUTYUM CHUCTe-
MMMa Pa3Bljajy mocedHe 1 KOMIUIEKCHE CTpaTeryje MOIMTUYKOT fIe/IoBalba, a LITO Haj3as
IOIPMHOCK ay TOPOBOM apIyMEHTY Ja je ped 0 3acedHOj IOpOofuLM 3QOPHUX CUCTEMA.

To je moxasuBaHO U y IOCNENEM TIOITIABIbY, KOje pasMaTpa CTpaTelIKe IOCTefn1e
JIejCTBA MEXaHIYKOT U MOCeSHO TICHXOIOMKOr (aKTopa Ha odpacije KOMIIEeTHIYje, ITO
yK/bydyje Opoj KaHU/ATa, ylieo ITTACOBA, Ko U CTPATEIIKO ITTacakbe — Tj. eBEeHTYaIHO I0-
CTOjarbe KOHTaMIHALMje y OffHOCY M3MeD)y nBe koMIioHeHTe (BehHCKe U IpONOpLIOHAIHE).
Y npeBopy, ayTopa MHTepecyje fja i ce MapTUjCKO TaKMITYerbe (1 I/Iacayka OfjIyKa) U3
IIPOIIOPLVIOHAHOT CETMeHTa IIPeINBa U yTIde Ha BeNMHCKY, Kao 1 ITOJ, KOjJIM YCIOBJIMa
ce mapTHjcKe enuTe U dMpadn MOHAIIAjy CTPATEIIKN, HAPOUUTO ¥ CMUCIY KaHAMIOBabA
(enute) M rMacama (I1acadn) 3a HEKOMIIETUTUBHE KaHUJATe Y je[fHOMaHIAQTHUM U3O0PHNIM
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jemyHuIaMa. M oBJie ce, Kao M y IPeTXOHMM IIOITIaB/bMMa, 3Ha4ajHUM II0Ka3yje IIpolLec
ydema 1 HaBMKaBama Ha 1300pHa mpasuia. To je BaXHO 3adelMeXXUTH MpUINKOM Ipak-
TUYHOT pa3MaTpama yIOTped/bUBOCTH OBe CTY/AMje 3a Hallly 3eM/bY, ¥ TO 13 JIBa Pasyora.
Hamnme, npymkom pasrosopa o pedopmyu, y Cpduju ce peTKo carefiaBajy eBeHTyalHe
IYTOpOYHe IOCeNIle IpOoMeHe N3QOPHMX MPABWIIA, @ TPUMAT ¥Ma KPaTKOPOYHA MONTH-
THYKa KajIkynanuja. Ca gpyre cTpaHe, 3Ha4ajHO je IOHOBUTH U fIa je aKTye/TH! U300pHNU
CHCTEM y yIOTpedy TOTOBO YeTBPT BeKa, Te fla je Iy THA 3aBUCHOCT 3HauajaH (HaKTop Koju
he cBe dynyhe pedopme mopaTu na yamy y 0d3up.

JIpymTBenn u mocedHO HayIHN 3HAUaj OBe CTY/Mje Ha/fUIase YIIOTpedHy BPeHOCT
camo y Cpduju, re, yIpKOC IMTKOM CTUITY 1 jeTHOCTaBHOM je3UKy ayTOpa, caMa KOMILIEK-
CHOCT MaTepyije HaJlaXe [ja MIIAaK HYje ped O IITHBY 3a IIMPY YMTaIadKy jaBHOCT. 300T CBOT
0OMMHOT TEOPMjCKOT 1 MOCEdHO eMIMPUjCKOT 00yXBaTa CTydajeBa 13 IIe/IoT CBeTa, Kao 1
HI32 TeCTMPAHMVX 3aBVICHVX Bapyjadiu, afv 1 300T MHOBATMBHYX U OPUTVMHATHIX Hajlasa,
Kibyra Mewosuitiu u3dopHu cucitiemy MOITIa O Ia IIPefCTaB/ba /1e/o Koje je 3HadajHoO 3a
TeopeTMyape U IpakTNdape N3dOpHe TeMaTKe y MHOTO HnpeM reorpadckom odyxsary,
Te je CTOTa Be/MKa IITeTa IITO (jOII yBeK) Huje M3/jaTa Ha eHITIECKOM je3MKY.
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(Translation In Extenso)

In the past few decades, mixed electoral systems have gained increasing popularity
both among political scientists and among political decision-makers who conduct electoral
reforms. This has been certainly contributed to by the theoretical attraction of the system
which connects, as it is commonly said, the best of the two traditional models (the majority
one, in terms of election personalization, and the proportional one, in terms of propor-
tionality of votes and mandates, thus eliminating their key faults in a perceived manner),
as well as the success of its practical application, primarily in Germany, where this system
has been in use since the Second World War, and then in other countries too. However,
due to this very series of varieties, different mechanisms and characteristics which mixed
electoral systems owe to their historical genesis and the specific features of the application
in an individual political and social framework, their concept is not simple. Just as the
author of this extensive study observes, each mixed system is an ad hoc creation devised
to respond to the challenges of the society in which it is applied and, therefore, it does not
contain only solutions to local problems, previous and inherited institutional solutions and
the socio-political context, but indispensably political interests of the actors establishing
this system - since electoral rules are often not the result of the desire to establish a perfect
system, but the product of preferences of the political actors and their intention to max-
imize their result. All this generates great diversity of institutional rules which condition
the remark that there are no two countries with a mixed system model.

That is exactly what Vucicevi¢ shows in the introductory chapters of the book, when
considering several possible typologies and finally opting for six subtypes which constitute
the basis for the further analysis. Moreover, the author uses the characteristic examples of
the use of these systems in elections worldwide to explain in detail their main characteristics,

! dejan.bursac@ifdt.bg.ac.rs; ORCID 0000-0002-2998-3990
2 This paper was realized with the support of the Ministry of Science, Technological Development
and Innovation of the Republic of Serbia, according to the Agreement on the Realization and Financing
of Scientific-Research Work No. 451-03-66/2024-03/200025.
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particularly the effect on the allocation of mandates. This systematic overview, through
which the author actually argues that in the case of mixed systems it is not only the mere
hybrid of the rules chosen from two traditional types of electoral systems, but a special
family of electoral models, results from the combination of qualitative and quantitative
analyses supported both by previous studies and by a substantial amount of collected data.

Electoral reform, although a frequent topic in Serbia, is not materialized in relation
to the practical application in our country, at least when it comes to the basic rules by
which the system functions. In fact, the current proportional electoral system with closed
lists and one electoral unit has been in use in Serbia, despite substantial criticism and
numerous proposals for its change, ever since 2000, through ten parliamentary electoral
cycles. Apart from minor reforms and adjustments of the rules, which were rarely a result
of the external or institutional pressure, and more frequently of the interests of the political
elites, the main postulates of the system (proportional allocation, closed lists, one elector-
al unit) have remained unchanged. However, the mixed system had its “five minutes of
fame” in our country, since the parallel model was applied in three electoral cycles in the
appointment of the MPs in the Parliament of Vojvodina (2004, 2008, 2012), before it was
changed without excessive discussion, into the proportional system, which is currently in
use in parliamentary and local elections. Nevertheless, from this distance we may say that
the experience of the mixed electoral system in one part of our country is positive. Out
of 120 provincial MPs, 60 were elected in single-mandate units by the majority system,
and 60 from the electoral lists by the proportional system, which guaranteed territorial
representation of all Vojvodina self-governments in the provincial Parliament and ensured
the personalization of representation at least in the majority component, while retaining
a relatively acceptable level of proportionality of electoral results, as well as the possibility
of applying the affirmative action measures for representing women and ethnic minorities
through the proportional component itself — although the latter was partially ensured by
the geographical concentration of the most numerous minorities.

In any case, Vucicevi¢s study emphasizes the very impact of the local context, previous
institutional and particularly democratic experience, but also of the length of the application
of certain electoral models, i.e., the learning process in which both institutions, and electoral
actors (parties, leaders and candidates) participate, including, eventually, voters. Of special
relevance is the disposition between Chapters 4 and 5, which considers the introduction
and success of these models in new democracies, as well as in non-democratic regimes.
The application of electoral rules in the circumstances of deficient democracies, hybrid
regimes, electoral autocracies or openly authoritarian regimes has been a neglected aspect
in political science, taking into account the current global wave of declining democracy.
The question arises as to how to analyze electoral systems and their effects when their
model goal is not allocation of mandates, but the regime’s intention to stay in power and
when, unlike democratic regimes, there is greater certainty of electoral outcomes than
the certainty of the application of electoral rules. In such situations, as Vuci¢evi¢ shows,
mixed electoral rules are often used manipulatively, so as to democratically legitimize the
consequential victory of the regime.

Furthermore, the author raises his detailed analysis to a yet higher level, collecting
data from a total of 185 electoral cycles in 35 countries in the period after the Second World
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War, considering the actors’ strategic behaviour on the sample of over 21,000 one-mandate
electoral units within mixed systems for the purpose of distinguishing both between the
intended and unintended consequences of the introduction of the mixed-system electoral,
and the effect of the mechanical factor (rules about mandate allocation) and the psycho-
logical factor (the actors’ strategic behaviour). In that context, the author explores whether
different electoral institutes (the ratio between the share of party-list and nominal mandates,
the type of formula for mandate calculation, the electoral unit size, the level of the electoral
census, the parliament size) have an anticipated effect on the criteria of the result dispro-
portionality, the party system structure, women representation and government stability,
taking into account significant differences between countries with developed democracy
and those with non-competitive elections, as well as old and new democracies, since the
obtained findings show great importance of the process of learning, i.e., acquiring electoral
rules and political behaviour deriving from them. The conclusions of this segment of the
analysing the system consequences of the key mixed-system models are that the result pro-
portionality mostly depends on the type of the relation between the nominal and party-list
levels of allocation, or the effect of the majority component in which there is a logically
smaller proportionality, and the strength of the potential compensation mechanism. On
the other hand, the key effect on women representation is produced by the level of achieved
civil rights which signalizes the deviation from the patriarchal understanding of politics,
as well as the strength of proportional allocation and, finally, the existence of the quota
system which prescribes mandatory gender representation in electoral lists. These findings
are mostly in line with the theoretical expectations. In contrast, there are surprising results
regarding the party system fragmentation and the length of the government’s mandate,
where in both cases stability does not function in the way we might expect based on the
logic derived from two traditional types of the electoral system, which indicates that actors
in mixed systems develop special and complex strategies of political acting, which finally
supports the author’s argument that it is a separate family of electoral systems.

It is also proved in the final chapter which considers the strategic effects of the me-
chanical and particularly psychological factor on the competition patterns, which includes
the number of candidates, the share of votes, as well as strategic voting — namely, the
potential existence of contamination in the ratio between two components (majority and
proportional). In other words, the author is interested in whether party competition (and
the voters’ decision) flows from the proportional segment and enters the majority one, as
well as in what circumstances party elites and voters act strategically, particularly in terms
of candidacy (elites) and voting (voters) for non-competitive candidates in one-mandate
electoral units. Here, just as in the previous chapters, the relevance is shown of the process
of learning and adjusting to electoral rules. It is important to note in practical considerations
of the usability of this study for our country - for two reasons. Namely, in the discussions
about the reform, potential long-term consequences of the change in electoral rules are
rarely taken into consideration in Serbia, while short-term political calculation has priority.
On the other hand, it is important to repeat that the current electoral system has been used
for almost a quarter of the century, and that travel addiction is a relevant factor which will
have to be taken into account by all future reforms.
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Social and particularly scientific significance of this study surpasses its use value
solely in Serbia where, despite the author’s smooth style and simple language, the very
complexity of the subject matter emphasizes that this is not a text for a broader readership.
Because of its extensive theoretical and especially empirical coverage of the cases from the
whole world, as well as the series of tested dependent variables, and also its innovative and
original findings, the book Mixed Electoral Systems may be a study which is important for
theoreticians and practitioners of the selected subject matter on a much larger geographical
scale. Therefore, it is definitely a pity that the book has not been (yet) published in English.
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