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I[Incame ypdeHuka crazia y pes mpodecruoHaTHNX odaBe3a HACTaBHYIKA Y aKaIeMCKOj
YHMBEP3UTETCKO] 3ajefHuiy. OHO je M3pas Hay4yHe 3PeIOCTH, a/IM U NEJArOIKO-AUIAKTIYKe
OZICOBOPHOCTH ITpodecopa IpeMa CTyIeHTHMA U 00Pa30BHO-HAYYHO] MHCTUTYLIVU Y KOjOj

paze. To Huje pyTuHCKY 3apaTak Beh 0301/baH 132308 3a

= oy CBAaKOT YHMBEP3UTETCKOT HACTABHMKA I Ca YCIIEXOM Ce

: . {‘ ocCTBapyje KaJia ce HalpaBy cpehaH cycpeT aKyMy/IMpaHor

7 ST TIe/JarOLIKOT YICKYCTBA J1 MIMPOKOT TI03HABaba INTEPAType,

‘ ——- momahe u cTpane, 13 odmacTn y K0joj mpodecop penyije,
i coumonorMJA Kao IMeJaromkKky 1 HAy9HONCTPa)KMBAIKN ITOCTIEHNK.

CTAPEHA Hasxanoct, y n3aBadkoj IpaKkcy Ha HAIIVM yHU-

Jlena Munouesun Pagynosh Bep3UTETIMA CYOUeHN CMO Ca PacToM (eHOMeHa ,MeK-
HOHannmsaque“ 1 KOMepLMjaninu3anje OBOr 3a/1aTKa,
LITO HAC YBOAU Y I10/b€ CBOjeBPCHE JIeBUjaLiije U ,CUBE
eKOHOMIje" Y YHUBEP3NUTETCKOj 3ajeHUII CaBPEMEHOT
AKaJE€MCKOT KaIllTaan3Mma. HpaTehM VHTENIEKTYa/IHy IIpo-
@ AYKIMjy Hallle akajieMCKe 3ajeJHuIle, IocedHO y odmacTn
COLIMO/IOTHj€ ¥ APYIUX JPYIITBEHO-XYMAaHUCTUYKIX HAyKa,
Mory ducMo ¢ mpaBoM pehi fia je Mamo MHOBATMBHIX
CTBapasana Koju nMajy Moh 1a KBallMTeTOM M JJOMeTVMa CBOjUX MCTPaKuBamba Popmy-
NIy HOBE TIapafiuT™Me U TMMe 0doraTe HAIly M CBETCKY HayKy. AKajleMCKa 3ajelHuIa
TIIpeITyHa je CTaH/IapAN30BaHNX ,MEKIOHA/I/IC HayJHNKA YMja Jefia BpBe Off TOBPITHOCTH 1
KOMIIMJIATOPCKOT CMHKPETM3MaA. Marno je KpeaTBHE CBEXXIHE ) HAYYHNX HOBYyMa. OTyna,
KaJla ce I0jaB/ HEKO 3HAYAjHO OCTBAPEbEe Y HAyLM U aKa/IEMCKO]j 3ajeIHULIN, I0KIB/baBa
Ce Kao CBOjeBPCHM IIPa3HMK CBETKOBMHE JJyXa, YMjUM Ce Pe3y/lITaTima pajyjeMo jep Hac
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doraru He camo HOBuM (POHOM 3Haa Beh adupMuiie i eTVKy MO3VBa HayIHMKA-UCTPA-
xmBayda. Yidennk Coyuonoiuja citiaperoa ayropke Jlene Munomesuh Pagynosuh ynpaso
je jellHO TaKBO 3HAYAjHO OCTBapee KOje CBOjUM YKYIIHUM JOMEeTOM IIpeCTaB/ba UCTUH-
CKY MHOBAIIMjy Y HAIlIOj CAaBPEMEHOj YIIOEHNYKOj TUTEPATYPU U MMOHUPCKIU JOIPUHOC
COILIMONOTUjU CTapema Koj Hac. PereHsenTn oBe cTyaumje cy ap /bydumra P. Mutposuh,
npodecop emepuryc Gunosodckor dakynrera y Humry, np Mo Munenkosuh, peros-
HU npogecop Punosopckor paxynrera y beorpany u gp Crexxana CTojIINH, pefoBHN
npodecop Punosodekor paxynrera y HoBom Cany.

Ha usdop npodecuje gerepmuuuiuryhnu genyjy Spojuu 0djeKTUBHY U CydjeKTUB-
HI (paKTOpH, TOK Cy IO3MB, /BYACKO MOCTAHCTBO 1 HAllla XMBOTHA MUCHUja ofpehern
IPeBaCXOJHO HAIIIMM CEH3UOWINTETOM, YHYTPALIBYM KapaKTepHNUM cusnama goopoiiie.
XepaxuT je To TeHujaIHO HacayTHo muuyhu na je kapaxitiep wosexosa cygduna. Tete je
IIaK Iucao o u3bopy o cpogHocitiu, JJocTojeBcKu 0 peHomery uzdopa o uaititou, OK je
MoOja MaJIeHKOCT TO Y CBOjoj oeTniy MetadhopuyuHo gedunucana — decma Supa tiecHuka.
Jlena Munomesuh Pagynosuh cBojumM nHTenexryanaum u npodecoHaTHUM pasBojeM
Kao IMYHOCT TO Hajdosbe WaycTpyje. EbeHo paHO MHTepecoBatbe 3a XYMaHUTAPHN P HUje
CITy4ajHOCT, HO CBECHU WJIV HECBECHM M3J0P >KMBOTHOT IIOC/IAHCTBA, TO jecT Mucuje. Kaga
mobe o cpehHor cyndoHOCHOT CycpeTa HAIINX YHYTPAIIBUX CUIA, TpodecHje U 13a30Ba
cpenuHe, pabhajy ce Hajapenuju IIOKOBU CTBApaIAIITBa. YIIPaBO TO MPABU/IO MOTBphyje
aMOMIIMO3Ha U 3perno HanmcaHa ydenndka crynuja Coyuonoiuja citiaperoa aytopke Jleme
Mmnomesuh Pagynosuh.

Y caBpeMeHOCTH YOBEYaHCTBA, YC/Ien dpojHMX (aKTopa, IPOLYIKEH je KUBOTHMU BeK
yoBeka. HaskamocT, ycren acuMeTpIYHOT MOfie/la TeXHOIOMIKOT 1 APYIITBEHOT HAIIPeTKa,
KBAJIMTET )KMBOTA CTAHOBHUIITBA Y CBETY, I1a U MUTaHe IPOCEYHOT TPajarba /byHCKOT
BeKa, Pas/MYNTHU CY Y PasIN4UTIM 30HaMa IT0OATHOT CBETCKOT CHCTeMa (3eM/be CBeT-
CKOT LieHTpa, nmonynepudepuje u nepudepuje). VI ok npodiemu ocrapennx y sempama
T3B. Tpeher cBeTa jouT yBeK HICY COIMjalTHO BUJ/BYIBY, IPUKPYMBEHN OPOjHIM MpeXama
TpafUILVIOHATHNX 0&/IMKa IPUBATHOCTH, JOTIIE Ce Y pa3BJjeHNM 3aIlafHOEBPOIICKIM
ApYLITBYMA CBe OTBOPEHMje TOBOPH O IIPOdIeMy ,,ycaM/beHIX TOMIIA“ FeHepaluja Tpe-
her n yeTBpTOr HOda. ATapMaHTHO Ce OfAIINIBY ,,CUTHATHA CBET/Ia" Off CTPaHe MeAuja 1
UCTpaXkMBaya O MHJIEKCYMa CEeHUIU3alllje U ApaMaMa HacTymajyhe MapriHannsoBaHe
reHepaljyije OCTapeIyx Koje Bale 3a OPraHM30BaHOM [IPYIITBEHOM MHTEPBEHI[UjOM 1
JBYZICKOM conmpapHomurhy.

Beh Heko/mMKo fielieHNja MICTaKHY TV HAyYHUIM — leMorpadu, aHTPOIIOIO3M, JIeKapH,
IICUXOJIO3M, COLIVIO/IO3Y M XYMAaHUCTI, Kao VM IPeCTaBHUIY 3HAYAjHNX MHCTUTYLVjA U
UCTPaXKMBaYKMX acoLMjalilja, a/lapMaHTHO YII030paBajy y CBOjUM U3BEIITajiMa Ha BUCOK
PacT MHJieKCa CeHUIM3alje 1 eKCIIaH3Mje CTaperba CBEeTCKOT CTAHOBHMINTBA, II0CeSHO y
Hajpa3BUjeHMjuM 3eM/baMa EBporie 1 cBeTa, any 1 colMjanHoj MapryHaIu3alyjy CTapu-
jUIX JBYIM, ATy KBJATETA XXMBOTA Y HAPYLIEHOj CONMUAAPHOCTY Y MHTEPreHepaLyjcKuM
offHOCHMa. YTIOpenio ca 0BOM anmapMupajyhoM eMorpackoM TeH/IEHINjOM, CaBpeMeHe
KOpITIOpaIje, TeXHOKPATCKe I MEPUTOKPATCKE eMTe, KAo /ja Cy IPEOKypaHe OpUroM o
APYTUM TeMaMa — OICEHYyTe HeoNMndepasTHOM JOKTPIHOM LIOKA, Tj. pacTa ($punosodujom
TPXXULIHOT GYHIAMEHTaIN3Ma — ,,IPOGUT M3HAL YOBeKa™), WM YTAKMULIOM OKO XUIIep-
TEXHOJIOIIKOT HaIlpeTKa (0CBajambeM HOBUX HAIIPETHUX TeXHOJIOTMja, IUTUTATN3aLNjoM
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U BELITAaYKOM MHTEIUTEHIIVjOM), a IIOJIMTOKPAaTe ¥ MYJIMTAPYCTY TeOIIOIUTIIKIM I -
Tam1Ma — OOPOOM OKO MMIIEpHjaTHOT IIpeKpajatba IPaHNUIIA U IPEPACIOfEIOM pecypca.
Y 0BaKBOj IPO3HMIIM, Ka0 Jja Cy CBe oBe (PpaKiiuje caBpeMeHMIX e/iTa 3adopasusie Ha dUTHA
IMTakba eKOJIOIIKOT OfIPXKMBOT pasBoja, ColyjaiHe IpaBjie, jefHaKOCTH, PABHOIPaBHOCTH,
CONMMIAPHOCTY U XyMaHU3Ma y MHTEPreHepaIjCKIIM OFHOCKMA CaBPEMEHOT YOBEYaHCTBA.

Y yudennky Coyuonoiuja citiaperba HaCyTIpoOT CaBPEMEHOM COIMjanIapBUHUCTIIKOM
Mofeny ,KanuTanusma Karactpode (Kmaju), Tpansuiuju des corjaite OfrOBOPHOCTH,
HUldanenoj mogepuusanuju (Xadepmac) u ,,3acrapenoctu 4oseka“ (AHzepc), ayTopka
Jlena Munomesuh Pagynosnh mienypa 3a s3gpaBo 1 0TOBOPHO APYLITBO KOje CBUM [PY-
IITBEHUM TpyIIaMa, CJI0jeBMMa I TeHepallijaMa fiaje MIaHCY Jia OCTBape CBOjy IMYHOCT U
aKTUBHO MPOXMBE CBOj KMBOT 70 yHOhe BeroBor ocTBapuBama.

Y cB0joj KOMIIO3ULIjU U CTPYKTYpH yidernk Coyuonoiuja ciiaperba Cafipiu, TIOpen
IIpeAroBOpa U yBOzia, ocaM fienoBa: 1. Colmornornja ctaperma Kao HocedHa Colmonoruja, 2.
[ pyLITBeHy, ICUXOJIOMIKY 11 SVIO/IONIKM aCTIeKT CTaPOCTY M CTapesa, 3. [pylTBo u crapuju
pyan, 4. [IpaBHu actiekT yHanpehnBama KBamTeTa >KIMBOTA CTAPUJUX /bYAN Y APYLITBEHOM
KOHTEKCTY, 5. CpOMAIITBO ¥ COIMja/THA 3alITUTa CTAapUjUX /bYAH, 6. [lopoauia u crapuju
ynu, 7. O CTapoCTy U CTapery y LIKOIU U MefiujiMa, 8. AKTUBO CTapeme I [pylITBeHa
MHTeTpalMja M MapTULUIIAINja CTapUjUX JBYAU. YIIOEHNUK je OCTIOeH Ha doraTy CTpaHy 1
pomahy muTeparypy, a cafip>kaj je M3JI0>KeH CUCTeMaTIYHO M MIyCTPOBaH je Tadenama (20)
u rpaduxonuMa (32). Ha kpajy cBakor nornas/pa Hajase ce caXxeTak, K/by4H) II0jMOBU
U IIUTaba 3a IUCKYCH]y, LITO II0CeSHO NOMPUHOCK jacHONN U cHCcTeMaTU3alMjy TeKCTa.

Csu npodnemn npodecnonanto cy fodpo usadpanu un odpabenn us yrma couno-
JIOLIKOT ITPOMMUIIbakba IPYLUITBEHNUX [I0jaBa U podieMa, Koji1 IIofpasyMeBa U 3aXTeBa
YMEIIHY KOHEeKIIMjy MaKpOTeopjcKe MpodieMarusanyje 1 MUKpPOCOIMONOMIKOT HIBOA
eMIIMPUjCKe aHa/IM3e Y3 PecleKT OCHOBHMX IIOCTy/IaTa 13 MujcoBe pajijuoHNIie COIMO-
JIOLIKe VIMaryHalyje — Ja ce ApyILITBeHe [ojaBe U MPpodIeMI UCTPAXKY)y XOMUCTUYKY, Y
KOHTEKCTY APYLITBEHEe CTPYKTYPe, a/li YBEK y3 peCHeKT XyMaHUCTUYKOT Koe(UIIMjeHTa Y
aHa/M3Y; a TO 3Ha4M — nonasdehn o casHama Ja Hayka Huje cama cedu 1k Beh fa Tpeda
Iia CITY>XI1 40BeKY, yBehamy merose casHajHe 11 MopanHe Mohn, pasorybemwy u passojy
CYIITMHCKMX CHara IMYHOCTHU YOBeKa.

AyTopka ce daBM COLIMOJIONIKOM aHaMM30M CTapyjer YoBeKa Kao [PYIITBEHe KaTe-
ropuje 1 CTApOCTH Kao JIpyHITBeHOT KOHCTPYKTa. [To/masu of Tora fia je crapocT ApyIuTBe-
HO-JCTOPMjCKa VI KY/ITYPOJIOIIKA KaTeropyja 1 fia Cy 0dpacIiy MoHalIakka TpeMa CTapujuM
/bYIVIMA BEOMa Pa3/IMIUTU y Pa3NNIUTAM KYATYpaMa, MICTOPYjCKH, a/IN ¥ CTPYKTYPaTHO
nocMarpaHo (ctp. 108). JacHo mednHulIe IpefMeT MpOyUaBatba COLMONOTHUje CTapemha
Kao0 ,,yTUIAj IPYLITBA U KYAType Ha CTaperbe JbYAY U YTHULIAj CTaperba /by Ha IPYLITBO
n KynTypy* (cTp. 22) M HABOAM Jia je CTapebe ,,COLMOTIONIKY 3aHNM/BIB QeHOMEH jep, Oe3
0031pa Ha TO IITO je, ca jejHe CTPaHe, YHUBEP3aTHO MCKYCTBO — jep hemo cBu ocTapurny,
OHO ce JIelllaBa y BeOMa PasIN4INTIM U CJIOKEHVM JPYLITBEHMM KOHTeKCcTMa  (cTp. 31).
VicTude 3HaYaj COLMOMONIKOT MPOyYaBarmha CTapera I CTapoCTH, TTofBadehy ga ;pymrso
Koje CTapy CBe BUIIe ¥Ma NoTpedy 3a 3HabEM Koje TIIPY>Ka COLMONOrMja CTapema I fa
ce pasyMeBambe COLMjaTHMX aclleKaTa CTapema U CTapOCTH, IOCTIeANLA CTapema CTa-
HOBHMIIITBA I M3a30Ba Ca KOjliMa Ce CyouaBa ApPYIITBO, HaMehe Kao BakaH KpuTepujym
y OCMUIIbaBamwy 1 CIpoBohemy MOMUTIIKe €KOHOMCKOT U COLVjaTHOT Pa3Boja 3eMJbe,
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ITAHMPAbY COLlMjaTHe 3alITUTE U YHANpehnBamy KBaaMTeTa )KUBOTA CTAPUjUX by,
Takobe Harnamasa fia je 10 BEMMKOT MHTEPECOBAba 33 COLMOTIOTH)Y CTaperha OO 300T
Ipofly>KaBama )KMBOTHOT BeKa I TOTpede Mopoyuiie ¥ APYLITBA /ia OATOBOPE 3aXTeBIMa
npopxy>xeHe ctapocTu (cTp. 15).

Yndenux Coyuonoiuja citiaperva ayTopke Jlene Munomesuh Pagynosuh mucas je
MOJIEPHO METOIMYKO-IUJAKTUYKI Y 3HA/IAYKY, jACHUM j€3MKOM U Ca IefJarOlKO-XyMaHN -
CTHYKMM Nopykama. Kao Takas, moficTuIfajHo he yTumaryu Ha CTyzieHTe Kako y GopMuUpamby
BIXO0Be IIpodeciioHaHe 00pa3oBHE KYIType TaKo U y U3rpabuBamy IoIefia Ha CBET ¥
IyXy caBpeMeHe XyMaHJICTUYKe opMjeHTanyje. AyToOpKa M3/Iake MaTepyjy METOILCKOM
KOMOMHAIIMjOM TEOPUjCKIX pa3MaTpamba U pesyaTaTa eMIMpPUjCKIX MCTpaXyBamba (Jo-
mahux u cTpaHux ayropa). OHa JOCTeqHO pa3Byja PPOMOBCKY IPYUCTYII O IEPMAHEHTHOM
L[e/I0)KMIBOTHOM 0OPa3oBamby U eTUYKOj CA0LTOBOPHOCTI IIOjefUHIIa 32 pahatbe 1 pas3Boj
CBOje IMYHOCTN y CBUM (pazaMa YOBEKOBOT KMBOTA.

C 0d3mpom Ha akTyenHOCT mpodiema peHoMeHa 1eMOrpad)CKOr CTapera y caBpeMe-
HoM fipyiuTBy Cpduje (Stojilkovi¢ Gnjatovié, 2023), n3pakaBaM IUIef0aje O HEOIIXOFHOCTI
13y4aBarba OBAKBUX HACTaBHMX CafipKaja Ha CBMM HAIlIMM YHUBEP3UTeTIMA U GOpMUpatba
Hay4YHMX MHCTUTYTA U LIeHTapa Koju ¥ 0By KOMIIEKCHY IIPOOIeMaTUKy CUCTeMaTCKI
MCTpaKkuBany, daBehn ce colujaTHIM IIO/I0XKajeM OCTapeyX 1 MOdO/blIabeM KBaIuTeTa
FbIIXOBOT JKMBOTA, /1 1 OffTOBOPHOCTH AAPYINTBA 1 HerOBYX MHCTUTYIINjA 33 TIepMaHEHTHY
dpury o crapujuma u pasBujarme Mehyrenepanujcke conmupapHocTIL. Y TOM CMIUCITY, HEOII-
XOJHO j€ paiuTy Ha pasBUjarby U peaausalyji IpojeKTa Ha TeMy Myaitiugucyutinunapra
uciapascusarea ipodnema Spuie o ciiapujuma — Uyl ka ynaipehuearoy conugapHociiy y
uniliepienepayujckum ogrocuma y 6ygyhHociiu.

Vmajyhu y Buny xBamuret ynudenuka Coyuonoiuja citiaperva Jlene Mumnonesuh
Panynosuh, ca 3a10BO/BCTBOM Ia IpenopydyjeM Ha KOPUCT eflyKaluje HOBUX homo
academicusa, moacehajyhu na mosHary neBusy fa Hema cpehinujei tipogecopa og oHoi Ko
Joxusu ga ia c6ojum citieapanauiitieom Hageuce weiosu Sueuiu ciliygeHiiu u cnegdeHuu.
Camo nckpeHa mocseheHOCT O3By JOHOCK OBaKBe 3pefie BICOKOMpodecroHaHe pesyn-
TaTe JOCTOjHE TIOITOBAbA U IVB/beba. Tako ce y30pHO Cy>Ku podecuju u dpaHm yrier
(baxynTera U yHMBep3UTETCKe 3ajejHNLe. YIIPaBO Y IyXy Hasora fiendujcke MygpOCTH
cilo3naitiu camoi cede Hajiliexnca je MygpOCili HA C6€lLy, VI COKPATOBCKM PEYeHO HUUMTHIABHO
je ceaxo 3Harve axKo 4oeexa He yuuHU GOLUM.

OBakaB ylIdeHNK 3Ha4ajaH je He caMo 3a CTyAeHTe Beh 1 3a IIMpu YnTanadKy mydnu-
KyM, yHo3Hajyhu Ta ca mpefiMeToM IIpOydYaBarmba I TEOPHjCKO-MeTOTOONMKIIM OCHOBAMa
OBe aKajleMCKe JUCLIUIIINHE, ajli K Ca Pe3ylITaTUMa eMIMPUjCKUX UCTPAKUBAbA OBE
npodneMaTuKe y CBETY U KOJI Hac, Kao 11 Ca OCHOBHMM KaTeropnjama, ojMOBYMa, KOHIIETI-
TVIMa, jABHUM MOTUTHKAMa ¥ TIPAaKCOM XyMaHMTapHe COIjaHe aKIyje y 0BOj 0dmacTu.

VBepen cam na he ce oBaj yidenux pago unraru u ga he gonpunernu nsrpabusamy
HOBOT IIeflarOLIKOr IIpo¢Ia reHepaliyja COLMOIOora ¥ COLjaTHIX PajjHMKa, Kao BUCO-
K000pa30BaHNUX NPOQecuoHaNala y CTPYLIM M Y30PHUX XyMaHICTA.
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(Translation In Extenso)

Writing a textbook belongs to the rank of professional duties of the teachers in the
academic university community. It is an expression of scientific maturity, as well as of
professors’ pedagogical-didactic duty towards students and the educational-scientific
institution in which they work. It is not a routine task, but a serious challenge for every
university professor and it is successfully achieved in a lucky encounter of accumulated
pedagogical experience and broad knowledge of the literature, both domestic and foreign,
in the domain in which the professor acts as a pedagogical and scientific-research worker.

Unfortunately, in the publishing practice at our universities we are faced with the growing
phenomenon of “McDonaldization” and commercialization of this task, which leads us to
specific deviations and “grey economies” in the university community of modern academic
capitalism. Following the intellectual production of our academic community, particularly
in the field of sociology and other social sciences and humanities, we may rightfully say
that there are few innovative authors who are, owing to the quality and accomplishments
of their research, able to formulate new paradigms and thus enrich both Serbian and world
science. The academic community is full of standardized “McDonald” scientists whose
works brim with superficiality and compiler syncretism. There is little creative freshness
and scientific novelties. Hence, when an important achievement appears in science and
the academic community, it is seen as a special celebration of the spirit, to whose results
we are looking forward because it not only enriches us with the new fund of knowledge,
but also affirms the ethics of the scientist-researcher’ vocation. The textbook Sociology of
Aging by Lela Milosevi¢ Radulovic is exactly an important achievement of this kind, which
with its overall reach represents a true innovation in our modern textbook literature, and a
pioneering contribution to sociology of aging ion our country. The study has been reviewed
by Ljubi$a R. Mitrovi¢, PhD, Professor Emeritus of the Faculty of Philosophy in Nis, Milo$
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Milenkovi¢, PhD, Ful Professor at the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade, and Snezana
Stojsin, PhD, Full Professor at the Facutly of Philosophy in Novi Sad.

The choice of profession is determined by numerous objective and subjective factors,
while the vocation, human involvement and our life mission are determined primarily by
our sensibility, innate character forces of goodness. Heraclitus brilliantly described it by
saying that a man’s character is his fate. Moreover, Goethe wrote about effective affinities, or
kindred by choice, Dostoevsky about the periled phenomenon of choice by suffering, while
I, as the author of this review, have defined it metaphorically in my poetics as the poem
chooses its poet. Lela MiloSevi¢ Radulovi¢ illustrates it in the best manner with her own
intellectual and professional development as a person. Her early interest in humanitarian
work is by no means accidental, but a conscious or unconscious choice of her life work,
i.e., her mission. From a lucky fateful encounter of our internal forces, profession and
challenges of the environment, the most mature fruits of creation are made. This rule is
acknowledged exactly by the ambitious and maturely written textbook study Sociology of
Aging written by Lela Milo$evi¢ Radulovi¢.

In humanity’s modernity, due to a number of factors, the human lifespan has been
extended. Sadly, because of the asymmetric model of technological and social progress,
the quality of life of the population worldwide, as well as the matter of the average human
lifespan, vary in different zones of the global world system (countries of the world centre,
semi-periphery and periphery). While the problems of the elderly in the countries of the
so-called Third World are not socially visible yet, being concealed by numerous networks of
traditional forms of privacy, developed West European societies speak increasingly openly
about the problem of the “lonely crowds” of the third- and fourth-age generations. “Signal
lights” are alarmingly sent by the media and researchers about the senility indices and the
dramas of the oncoming marginalized generation of the elderly crying out for organized
social intervention and human solidarity.

For several decades, eminent scientists - demographers, anthropologists, doctors,
psychologists, sociologists and humanists, as well as the representatives of important institu-
tions and research associations, have warned in an alarming manner in their reports about
the rapid growth of the senility indices and the expansion of world population’s aging in
the most developed countries of Europe and the world, as well as about the social margin-
alization of the elderly, the declining quality of life and broken solidarity in interpersonal
relations. Concurrently with this alarming demographic tendency, modern corporations
and technocratic and meritocratic elites seem to be preoccupied with the concern for
other topics - they are obsessed with the neoliberal doctrine of shock, i.e., growth (mar-
ket fundamentalism philosophy - “profit above man”), or with the competition regarding
hyper-technological progress (conquering new advanced technologies, digitization and
artificial intelligence), while politicians and militarists are preoccupied with geopolitical
matters — the struggle for the imperial redrawing of borders and redistribution of resources.
In this fever, all these factions of modern elites seem to have forgotten the important issues
of environmentally sustainable development, social justice, equality, parity, solidarity and
humanism in intergenerational relations of today’s humanity.

In the textbook Sociology of Aging, in contrast to the modern socio-Darwinist model
of “disaster capitalism” (Naomi Klein), transition with no social responsibility, “deviated
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modernization” (Habermas) and “the outdatedness of human beings” (Anders), the author
Lela Milo$evi¢ Radulovi¢ pleads for a sound and socially responsible society which gives all
social groups, classes and generations a chance to realize their personality and to actively
live their lives to full achievement.

In its composition and structure, the textbook Sociology of Aging contains, in addition
to the preface and the introduction, eight parts: 1. Sociology of aging as a special sociology,
2. Social, psychological and biological aspects of old age and aging, 3. Society and the elderly,
4. Legal aspect of improving the elderly’s quality of life in the social context, 5. Poverty
and social protection of the elderly, 6. Family and the elderly, 7. About old age and aging
in school and the media, 8. Active aging and social integration and participation of the
elderly. The textbook relies on ample foreign and domestic literature, while the content is
presented systematically and illustrated by tables (20) and charts (32). At the end of every
chapter there is an abstract with keywords and discussion questions, which particularly
contributes to the text clarity and systematization.

All problems are professionally well-selected and dealt with from the perspective
of sociological consideration of social phenomena and problems, which also implies and
requires a skilful connection of macro-theoretical problematization and micro-sociological
level of empirical analysis, while also respecting the basic postulates from Mills’ sociological
imagination workshop - that social phenomena and problems should be explored holisti-
cally, within the social structure context, while always respecting the humanistic coefficient
in the analysis; this means - starting from the finding that science is not an end in itself,
but must serve the man, increase his cognitive and moral power, de-alienation and the
development of essential forces of man’s personality.

The author performs a sociological analysis of the older man as a social category and
aging as a social construct. She starts from the fact that old age is a socio-historical and
cultural category and that behaviour patterns regarding older people are quite different
in different cultures, seen both historically and structurally (p. 108). She clearly defines
the research subject of sociology of aging as “the impact of society and culture on people’s
aging and the impact of people’s aging on society and culture” (p. 22) and asserts that aging
is “a sociologically interesting phenomenon because, regardless of the fact that it is, on the
one hand, a universal experience - all of us will become old one day - it occurs in rather
different and complex social contexts” (p. 31). The author emphasizes the importance of
sociological research of aging and old age, underlining that aging society has an increasing
need for the knowledge provided by sociology of aging, and that understanding social
aspects of aging and old age, the consequences of population aging and challenges faced
by society, is imposed as an important criterion in designing and implementing the policy
of economic and social development of a country, the planning of social protection, and
improvement of the elderly’s quality of life. Moreover, she points out that this great interest
in sociology of aging has been caused by the longer lifespan and the needs of the family
and society to respond to the requirements of extended old age (p. 15).

Lela Milosevi¢ Radulovi¢s textbook Sociology of Aging is written in a modern method-
ical-didactic and experienced manner, in a clear language and with pedagogical-humanistic
messages. Therefore, it will have an encouraging effect on students, both in the formation
of their professional educational culture and in the formation of their worldviews in the
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spirit of modern humanistic orientation. The author presents the matter by methodically
combining theoretical considerations and results of empirical research (Serbian and for-
eign authors). She consistently develops a Frommian approach about permanent lifelong
learning and individuals ethical co-accountability for the birth and development of their
personality in all stages of human life.

Given the current nature of the problem of demographic aging phenomenon in
Serbia’s modern society (Stojilkovi¢ Gnjatovi¢, 2023), I plead for the necessity of exploring
the teaching content like this at all our universities, and of forming scientific institutes
and centres in charge of systematically researching this complex issue by dealing with the
elderly’s social status and improvement of the quality of their life, as well as the responsi-
bility of society and its institutions for permanent care for the elderly and the development
of intergenerational solidarity. In that respect, it is necessary to work on the development
and implementation of projects with the topic Multidisciplinary research of the problem of
the care for the elderly - the road towards improving solidarity in intergenerational relations
in the future.

Having in mind the quality of the textbook Sociology of Aging by Lela Milosevi¢
Radulovi¢, I warmly recommend it for the benefit of educating new homo academicus,
recalling the well-known motto that there is not a happier professor than the one who lives
to see his former students and followers surpass him with their creative work. Only true
dedication to the vocation brings such mature and highly professional results worthy of
respect and admiration. This is how the profession should be properly served and how the
respect of the faculties and the university community is defended. In the very spirit of the
orders of Delphic wisdom, the most difficult thing in life is to know yourself, or, in Socratic
words, knowledge that does not make a man virtuous is worthless.

A textbook like this is important not only for students, but also for a broader readership,
familiarizing it with the research subject and the theoretical-methodological foundations of
this academic discipline, as well as with the results of empirical research of these issues in
the world and in our country, including basic categories, notions, concepts, public policies
and the practice of humanitarian social action in this field.

I believe that this textbook will be gladly read and that it will contribute to the building
of a new pedagogical profile of the generations of sociologists and social workers, as well
as highly-educated professionals in this vocation and exemplary humanists.
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