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Resume

Numerous wars and armed conflicts have been waged for the last
hundred years worldwide. They have resulted in the deaths and injuries
of the civilian population, as well as the destruction of cities, villages,
settlements, economic facilities and other infrastructure. Unfortunate-
ly, wars and armed conflicts continue in various parts of the world, and
more and more people are killed which are primarily civilian popula-
tion. It is necessary that the role of the international community in gen-
eral, as well as the largest international organizations like OUN, should
have more active roles in the terms of the application of all legal frame-
works worldwide. That is related to the control of weapons in general
and weapons of mass destruction and therefore the protection of all per-
sons protected according to the Geneva Conventions from 1949. Those
are primarily the civilian population, wounded, sick, prisoners of war,
shipwrecked as well as property, etc. From a global perspective, the in-
ternational community needs to be more active to try on diplomatic and
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political level to minimize as much as possible occurrence of war, arm
conflict and any kind of armed crisis. In that way the idea of usage of
weapons in general and weapon for mass destructions will not be cur-
rent and civilian population will be more protected.

Keywords: development of weapons, United Nations, historical facts,
international conventions, civilian population

INTRODUCTION

Wars and armed conflicts are the most extreme instruments of
politics. Wars and armed conflicts appeared with the emergence of the
first countries and have lasted from Ancient times to the present day.
The human sacrifices, as well as the destructions due to war and arm
conflicts were terrible.

War is the oldest international term for armed conflict. Armed
conflict is a broader term than war. Before Second World War, the In-
ternational Law of War made a distinction between armed conflict and
war. After the Second World War, the prevailing opinion in internation-
al law was that in addition to war, the rules of international law of war
should also be applied in armed conflict, regardless of the legal features.
War and armed conflict are equal in terms of the application of interna-
tional humanitarian conventions. In the IV Geneva Convention Rela-
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in the Time of War from 1949,
the term war is increasingly being replaced by the term armed conflict.
Article 2 of the mention Geneva Convention from 1949 states as follows
“In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented in peacetime,
the present Convention shall apply to all cases of declared war or of any
other armed conflict which may arise between two or more of the High
Contracting Parties, even if the state of war is not recognized by one of
them...” (Picet 1994).

In the first community, cold weapons were used such as bow and
arrow, war hammer, battle axe, crossbow, blunderbuss, broadsword tri-
dent, etc. Besides the cold weapons from Ancient Times in the Middle
Ages new cold weapons were used such as axe, sword, bow and arrow.
The last two centuries reflect the rapid development of the weapons such
as firearms, then infantry weapons, artillery and aviation. After the in-
ventions of submarines, explosive materials, missile weapons, gases,
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poisons, chemical agents, biological agents, and atomic weapons, all
these agents were used to a greater or lesser extent and civilians suf-
fered during wars and arm conflicts.

In the past centuries, wars and armed conflicts were permitted and,
unfortunately, a regular and normal occurrence. There was a prevailing
and generally accepted rule that every state had the right to wage war
(ius belli et gerendi). Also, there was a division into just wars (bellum
iustum) and unjust wars (bellum iniustum). The modern doctrine has re-
tained this division, but its interpretations are very different, depending
on the country that interprets it. (Vozler 2010, 35-84)

Until the 19th century, there were no rules or restrictions on the
manner and means of conducting wars and armed conflicts, both in rela-
tion to participants in wars and in relation to civilians, prisoners of war,
the wounded, and the sick. There were no rules or restrictions on the
protection of cities, settlements, economic facilities, and other infrastruc-
ture facilities. Also, no international multinational conventions would
regulate the law of war and the obligations of all participants in those
wars to protect civilian population. The fact is that there was a custom-
ary international law of war, but it was not generally adopted, nor was
there an obligation to apply it. The application and interpretation most
often depended on the winning side in the war (Lopic¢i¢ 1999, 17-23).

From Ancient times to present civilian population suffer the most
during the war and armed conflict. According to Professor Andrassy the
causalities of civilians in First World War were 5 %, in the Second World
War it rose to 45 %, in the Korean War was 80 % and in Vietnam to 90
% (Andrassy 1976, 595). As can be concluded from the above, the civil-
ians are the most endangered in the war and armed conflicts. The total
number of war victims which were the civilians is estimated by United
Nations totals up to 90 %. Reactions to war and to wide spread multi-lay-
ered conflicts, during the course of history, have long been observed as
a form of self-defining on both private and national level. Therefore, the
desire to penetrate the core of restructuring, looking through the prism
of history, has great significance for the period especially after the Vi-
etnam War (Vasi¢ 2018, 9).

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF WEAPONS

In the time period from the Ancient Times until the modern
times, wars and armed conflicts were conducted with different kind of
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weapons. In Ancient Time there were no weapons of the mass destruc-
tion of soldiers and civilians that exist now in the modern world. Nev-
ertheless, the wounding and killings of civilians, soldiers, prisoners of
war, wounded and sick was carried out mainly by using cold weapons
such as: bow and arrow, war hammer, battle axe, crossbow, blunderbuss,
broadsword trident etc.

In the above-mentioned period, wars were fought in most countries
(Egypt, Greece, Persia, Mesopotamia, Ancient Rome, Ancient China,
etc.) and war was considered the most effective way to protect political
and national interests. During war civilians suffer the most from taking
into slavery to killing them. The first ideas to limit and legally regulate
war and armed conflicts appeared in some way. The ideas were based
on the humanization of wars and were mainly the results of the thinking
of various philosophers, writers, priests, politicians such as; Plato, Thu-
cydides, Heraclitus of Ephesus, Aristotle, Tacitus, Sun Tzu, etc. Their
interests in wars were mostly of a philosophical nature and they divid-
ed wars into just and unjust. The first written document that regulated
the technique of conduct of war was the Indian code known as Laws
of Manu from 500 BC (Ballis 1937, 56). Among other things, that code
regulated the technique of waging war. Also in Ancient China, waging
wars were described with many rules of chivalry. At that time, it was
forbidden to wage war during the planting and harvest seasons. Further,
the well-known Chinese writer Sun Tzu in his book “The Art of War”
wrote among other thing that it was forbidden to injure and hurt ene-
mies who were already wounded, and also it was forbidden to harass
and maltreat sick and elderly people (Friedman 1972, 3).

Ancient times is the first but very important phase in the develop-
ment of human society where the customary law on the humanization of
war was created. That initial step was very significant although it was
relatively small, when compared to the later epochs of the development
of society. In the later stages of the development of human society, those
processes of general humanization of warfare and regulation of the status
of all participants in war including civilian population was much bigger.

In the Middle Ages, wars continued, in which, unfortunately, the
civilian population suffered the most from cold weapons which were
used such as axe, sword, bow and arrow. In that period, the idea of
knightly warfare appeared, which had to be respected by both sides in
the conflict. However, these chivalric rules were not universally recog-
nized, and a large number of countries did not respect them. However,
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some rules prescribed minimal protections of civilians such as law that
was issued in 1386 by English king Richard II that forbade violence and
murder of women, children, elderly and other weak persons, i.e. per-
sons who are not armed during war. There were similar provisions in
the “Article of war”, which was passed by the Austrian ruler Maximil-
ian in 1508 (Green 1993, 22). Also at that time there were ideas about
the humanization of war and the realization of certain rules of war. For
example, the first attempt to establish some sort of permanent criminal
court dates back to the Roman Pope before the beginning of the Hun-
dred Years’ War (Kotzsch 1956, 30-34).

In the above-mentioned period, there were no generally accepted
rules on the conduct of war and protection of civilian population during
war. Winner side made rules of war and often interpreted and applied it
according to their will, so that customary law was not generally adopt-
ed. It is significant that in the Middle Ages ideas about the humaniza-
tion of war continued, as well as the creation of the international cus-
tomary law of war, with the aim of prescribing the rules of the law of
war and protecting, primarily the civilian population, as well as pris-
oners of war, the wounded and the sick. Of course, all those ideas were
sporadic and in the beginning and did not have wider support. The fact
is that even the states of that time did not support these ideas, each for
their own interests and reasons. Here, we shall portray the plastic ex-
ample of Japan. Social and economic development of Japan throughout
the history has been dealing with the cultural and technological gap that
was more emphasized in Japan than in some other more developed coun-
tries, back in the past. Metaphorically speaking, this kind of weakness,
made the Japanese ruling class at the same time both offensive and de-
fensive. Everything that was adopted from other countries was actually
adapted in this sense to help the prosperity of Japan and, consequently,
its defence (Vasic¢ 2021, 197).

The topic of the work of many thinkers of that time, philosophers
and jurists was methods and way of waging war. The main goal of these
rules and norms was the protection of non-combatants and innocent
civilians (Bassiouni 1992, 158). These ideas were developed from the
Middle Ages all the way to the 19th century. However, all these men-
tioned authors did not manage to adopt a multinational convention that
would regulate the law of war and thus contribute to its humanization
and finally make it generally binding.
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Wars, war destruction and suffering of the civilians continued in
Modern World. New weapons and new methods of waging war which
were unknown in earlier centuries are used in wars and armed conflict
in Modern World. First of all, it concerns firearms, the use of artillery,
aviation, warships, and other mechanical means. The use of artillery, led
to a huge increase in casualties. Bombardment of cities and towns, from
artillery weapons, has become a normal occurrence in almost all wars
and armed conflicts. The civilian population suffers in these bombings.
With the invention of aviation, cities and towns were also bombed from
the air, killing a large number of people especially civilians. At the same
time, wars and arm conflicts are becoming more and more brutal with
far greater losses of the civilians, prisoners of war, wounded and sick.

During the American Civil War, numerous civilians were injured
and killed. During that war Francis Lieber prepared the “Lieber Code,”
which was proclaimed as General Order No. 100 by President Abraham
Lincoln on April 24, 1863. It represented the first attempt to codify the
law of war in the United States and protected persons, namely the civilian
population. There is no doubt that Lieber’s instructions were based on
the previous international customary law as well as on the basis of new,
more modern ideas about the humanization of the law of war in general.
This initial step is very significant, because it opened a completely new
concept on the mentioned issues. Although Lieber’s instructions were
only a codification of the national law of war, they had a strong influence
outside the US mainly in Europe. This influence manifested itself first
at the Brussels Conference in 1874, and then at the Hague Conferences
from 1899 and 1907 (Schindler and Toman 2004, 3-23).

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND
PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATION

Completely new momentum regarding the codification of inter-
national law in general, and international law of war in particular began
in the second half of the 19th century. During that period many inter-
national conferences were held, which had never been the case before.
The first was the Paris Congress in 1856, then the Geneva Conference
in 1864, Conference in St. Petersburg in 1868, Brussels in 1874, Paris in
1884, The Hague Declaration in 1899. We have to underline that it con-
tinued also in the beginning of 20th century, The Hague Peace Confer-
ences 1904, and 1909, Geneva Conference in 1906, and London in 1909,
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etc. In the above mention Conferences and Congresses over one hundred
different multinational conventions were adopted, which, among other
things, included international law of war.

In addition to the aforementioned international conferences and
the adopted multinational conventions, one of the important roles in
the process of humanization of the law of war was International Red
Cross, which was founded in Geneva in 1863, after the famous battle
near Solferino in Italy in 1859 (Dinan 1998). By virtue of Internation-
al Red Cross a whole series of multinational conventions were adopted
relating to the civilian population, prisoners of war, the wounded, the
sick and shipwrecked (Lopici¢-Janci¢ 2012, 395—-404).

Chronologically speaking, the first multinational convention that
prohibited the use of weapons was The First Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies in the Field,
held on 22 August 1864. Then, in 1868, the St. Petersburg Declaration
Renouncing the Use, in Time of War, of Explosive Projectiles under 400
g weight which forbid the use certain missiles in war came into force.
Those missiles were explosive projectiles weighing less than 400 grams.
Certainly, one of the most important international conferences related
to the codification of the international law of war and the humanization
of wars was the International Peace Conference held in The Hague in
1899, where was adopted Hague Declaration concerning expending bul-
lets, which is relating to prohibition of expending bullets as means of
warfare “bullets which expand or flatten easily in the human body”. In
other word “dum-dum bullets” (Starcevi¢ 2010, 7-8; 311).

Development of weapons during the long human history was
spread differently in different periods of time, starting with cold weap-
ons, through the invention of explosive substances and chemical agents
and finally until the creation of nuclear weapons. Even in the Regula-
tions concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land, annexed to
Convention (IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, The
Hague, 18 October 1907, in Chapter II under the title “Hostiles” in the
Article 22, stated as follows: “The right of belligerents to adopt means
of injuring the enemy is not unlimited”. Then, in Article 23 under par) it
states that “In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conven-
tions, it is especially forbidden: a) to employ poison or poisoned weap-
ons...” (Scott 1909).

The First World War marked the beginning of the application of
technical improvement of weapons and ammunition (infantry weapons,
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artillery, aviation, submarines and others), as well as the use of chemi-
cal weapon agents. There were various types of deadly chemical weap-
ons and gases used by all belligerent parties. The mentioned chemical
weapons were first used by the Germans on April 22, 1915, in Belgium
in the battle field on the area of 6 kilometres with 6.000 steel bottles. As
result of that over 15,000 Allied soldiers were poisoned and incapacitat-
ed. More than 5,000 soldiers died from the aforementioned poisoning.
Then, the Germans used mustard gas in 1917 in France. This chemical
weapon is named after an odour resembling mustard plants, garlic, or
horseradish and it was first used in the city of Ypres in Belgium. The
French also used chemical weapons. More precisely, the deadly chem-
ical weapon phosgene. The number of deaths caused by the chemical
weapon phosgene was 80% of those who were poisoned. The Germans
used the deadly poison diphosgene in their artillery ammunition. This
poison also used the British Army (Krivokapi¢ 2010, 329-331). Unfortu-
nately, protection from chemical weapons was not possible. There were
gas masks that could only provide partial and very limited protection.
No universal gas mask that would protect against all gases and chem-
ical weapons. The number of victims who died from the use of gases
and poisons in the First World War is estimated to be over 91,000 peo-
ple. In addition to the above, probably another half of that number had
very serious, lifelong consequences (Perazi¢ 1986, 161).

During First World War various kind of poising liquids and gases
were used and as consequence numerous people were killed especially
civilians and soldiers. The codification of the International Law of War
that arose after the end of the First World War was written down in five
Treaties. There were concluded with Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary and Turkey which among other issues regulated the prohibition of
the use of asphyxiating gases, poisons and all other similar liquids and
materials. This prohibition was very important for protection of civil-
ian population and soldiers.

First out of five Peace Treaties that were concluded was Treaty of
Versailles that was signed on June 28, 1919, with Germany and in Art.
171, stated as follows: “The use of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gas-
es and all analogous liquids, materials or devices being prohibited, their
manufacture and importation are strictly forbidden in Germany. The same
applies to materials specially intended for the manufacture, storage and
use of the said products or devices. The manufacture and the importa-
tion into Germany of armoured cars, tanks and all similar constructions
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suitable for use in war are also prohibited” (Treaty of Peace 1919). The
next Peace Treaty was concluded with Austria known as Treaty of Saint-
Germain-en-Laye and was signed on September 10, 1919, which in Art.
135 stated as follows; “The use of flame throwers, asphyxiating, poison-
ous or other gases, and all similar liquids, materials or devices being
prohibited, their manufacture and importation are strictly forbidden in
Austria. Material specially intended for the manufacture, storage or use
of the said products or devices is equally forbidden. The manufacture
and importation into Austria of armoured cars, tanks or any similar ma-
chines suitable for use in war are equally forbidden” (Treaty of Peace
between the Allied and Associated Powers and Austria 1921). Farther
on, the Peace Treaty was concluded with Bulgaria Peace was known as
Treaty of Neuilly and was signed on November 27, 1919, which in Art.
82 stated as follows: “The use of flame throwers, asphyxiating, poison-
ous or other gases, and all similar liquids, materials or processes being
prohibited, their manufacture and importation are strictly forbidden in
Bulgaria. Material specially intended for the manufacture, storage or use
of the said products or processes is equally forbidden. The manufacture
and importation into Bulgaria of armoured cars, tanks or any similar
machines suitable for use in war are equally forbidden” (Treaty of Peace
between the Allied and Associated Powers and Bulgaria and Protocol
1929). With Hungary was concluded Peace Treaty known as Treaty of
Trianon that was signed on June 4, 1920, and in Art. 119 is provided as
follows; “The use of flame throwers, asphyxiating, poisonous or other
gases, and all similar liquids, materials or devices being prohibited, their
manufacture and importation are strictly forbidden in Hungary. Material
specially intended for the manufacture, storage or use of the said prod-
ucts or devices is equally forbidden. The manufacture and importation
into Hungary of armoured cars, tanks or any similar machines suita-
ble for use in war are equally forbidden” (Treaty of Peace between the
Allied and Associated Powers and Hungary and Protocol and Declara-
tion 1920). With Turkey was concluded Peace Treaty known as Treaty
of Sevres that was signed on August 10, 1920 (Tanaskovi¢ 2018, 35-43)
and in Article 176 regulated the following: “The use of flame-throwers,
asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases and all similar liquids, materi-
als or processes being forbidden, their manufacture and importation are
strictly forbidden in Turkey. Material specially intended for the manu-
facture, storage or use of the said products or processes is equally for-
bidden. The manufacture and importation into Turkey of armoured cars,
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tanks or any other similar machines suitable for use in war are equally
forbidden” (Treaty Series No. 11, 1920, 39—-40).

The codification of the international law of war continued between
the two World Wars. The Covenant of the League of Nations was adopt-
ed at the Peace Conference in Versailles, and it came into force on Jan-
uary 10, 1920. The Covenant condemned wars of aggression and limit-
ed the right of states to wage war. However, the waging of wars has not
been completely abolished.

In addition to the above mentioned prohibitions that were regulated
in the Peace Treaties, certainly was important the Geneva Protocol for
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other
Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, which was signed
in Geneva on July 17, 1925, and came into force on February 8, 1928.
It is significant that the aforementioned Geneva Protocol from 1925 for
the first time in the international law, forbid the use of all war poisons,
gases, liquids, materials, and bacteriological methods of warfare (Per-
azi¢ 1986, 161-170).

Nevertheless, despite the existence of the above-mentioned inter-
national prohibitions on the use of poisons and gases in wars, Italy in
its aggression against Ethiopia in the period from 1935 until 1936 used
banned weapons. This was also discussed in the League of Nations, but
the decision was very mild towards Italy, only in the form of economic
sanctions. In this way, the League of Nations showed its incompetence
in resolving problems of wars and armed conflicts. In further interna-
tional political practice, the League of Nations proved to be a powerless
body to prevent or limit wars and armed conflicts, which very quickly
led to its complete collapse in 1939 when the Second World War broke
out (Perazi¢ 1986, 164).

In the Second World War, various weapons were used in differ-
ent ways for the mass destruction of soldiers, prisoners of war, wound-
ed, sick, shipwrecked, and especially the civilian population. The best
illustration of these massive killings and destructions is the fact that in
the Second World War more than 60 million people died and more than
100 million people were injured (Krivokapi¢ 2010, 210-211).

In the Second World War, Nazi Germany and Axis Powers used
different ways, methods and weapons, for the mass killing of civilians.
In bombing of civilian target and concentration camps were the most
civilians killed during the war. Concentration camps were known as

“death factories” because hundreds of thousands of inmates were killed
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in different ways and methods. Mostly civilian population in those con-
centration camp worldwide was tortured, humiliated and mass murdered.
They were killed first only by firing squad, hanging, strangling, poison-
ing by injections, but later by mass suffocated of poisonous gases in the
gas chambers. Also, we would like to state that due to humiliating and
poor living conditions in these concentration camps worldwide: starva-
tion, freezing, forced heavy physical labour — slavery, lack of medical
care. It resulted of spreading of epidemics of various infectious deadly
diseases such as typhus, etc. Also, medical experiments that decimat-
ed the inmates not to mention the use of poisonous deadly gas “Zyklon
B” in the gas chambers. Some of the death concentration camps were:
Auschwitz, Treblinka, Sobibor, Majdanek, Buchenwald, Mauthausen,
Dachau, and others. Over 12 million inmates passed through the men-
tioned concentration camps. Over 6 million Jews and over 5 million
other camp inmates, mostly from Eastern Europe, were killed in those
camps (Krivokapi¢ 2017).

In Yugoslavia, Nazi Germany and the Axis Powers established 71
concentration camps and 329 detentions and other prisons. There they
carried out mass murders in various ways and with various weapons
against civilian population, prisoners of war, the wounded and the sick.
The largest concentration camp in the occupied territory of Yugoslavia
was Jasenovac, where Serbs, Jews, Roma, partisans, communists, and a
small number of Croatian anti-fascists were killed in by various methods
and weapons. Jasenovac represented the entire system of concentration
camps, where between 700,000 and one million inmates were killed. In
occupied Europe, the only death concentration camps for children were
in the Jasenovac in the so-called Independent State of Croatia, where
they killed children in various ways (Gideon 2019).

In the Second World War, bombardment was one of the basic
methods of waging war were numerous civilians were killed and in-
jured, since the targets were many civilian objects. At the end of the
war, two cities in Japan, Hiroshima and Nagasaki were bombed with
atomic bombs where the civilian population died to a great extent (Os-
manczyk 1990, 105).

Bombardment is a form of warfare where the civilian population
and their property suffer to a great extent. It can be described as any at-
tack from land, sea or air with explosive means aimed at destroying the
enemy. In the Middle Ages, bombardment was carried out by means of
cannons, from land, and ships.
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First attempt to ban bombing was in St. Petersburg of 1868. Dec-
laration Renouncing the Use, in Time of War, of Explosive Projectiles
under 400 g weight, then at Hague Conferences conducted in 1899 and
1907, Declaration on the Prohibition of Launching Missiles from Bal-
loons of 1902, then Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and its Protocols
of 1977. All those international conventions prohibit the bombing of ci-
vilian targets.

Unfortunately, despite all these prohibitions regulated in inter-
national conventions and declarations, wars and arm conflict are also
waged in the Modern World through bombing. The civilian population
and its property suffer the most. Because today, with the development
of weapons technology, it is difficult to separate military objects from
civilian ones. The scattering of dropped bombs has a wide effect, espe-
cially atomic bombs, which was the case in Japan.

The weapons of mass destruction in human history were the two
atomic bombs dropped by the US military on the Japanese cities, Hi-
roshima on August 6, 1945, and Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. At once,
the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima killed over 140,000 inhabitants
and the city was completely destroyed. The bombing of Nagasaki also
killed over 70,000 inhabitants in just one moment. The city was com-
pletely destroyed. The consequences of radiation were felt for decades,
and tens of thousands of people died from various malignant incurable
diseases (Skoven 2003, 58—61). The fact is that after the dropping of the
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a new international phase
was born in the race for armaments with weapons of mass destruction,
primarily nuclear weapons. So today, in addition to the USA, the follow-
ing countries have nuclear weapons: Russia, United Kingdom, France,
China, India, Pakistan, Israel, and North Korea. After the end of the
Second World War in 1945, major or minor wars and armed conflicts
were fought in various parts of the world where was used weapons of
mass destruction.

In the 20th century, a new weapon was used for the mass destruc-
tion of living forces. It is depleted uranium that is produced by process-
ing uranium ore. Uranium is used as an effective weapon for penetrat-
ing armour on tanks. Although there is an international ban on the use
of all weapons and ammunition of mass destruction, including deplet-
ed uranium ammunition, the US and its allies used it in the 1991 Gulf
War in Iraq and Kuwait, Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1994-1995, and
Afghanistan in 2001-2003, as well as in NATO’s aggression against the
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Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1999 (Petkovi¢ 2008, 64—68). The
consequences of the use of depleted-uranium ammunition are evident
both for the civilian population that was in the vicinity of those explo-
sions, and for the NATO soldiers who handled the ammunition. As in
many cases in past times, no one was responsible for the use of weapons
of mass destruction that had enormous consequences for both human
lives and the human environment.

The above-mentioned Protocol from 1925 bans chemical and bi-
ological weapons. Unfortunately, during Second World War it was vio-
lated. So in the last decades of the 20th century, many conventions were
adopted in relation to limit certain methods and means of warfare and to
protect civilian population as much as possible during war and armed con-
flict. Also, we would like to state that it is considered customary during
war and armed conflict regardless if is international or non-internation-
al to prohibit the use of biological and chemical weapons. Here we will
mention the following Convention which are important to this issue as
follows: Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (biological) and Toxin Weapons and
on their Destruction was adopted on April 10, 1972, and it entered into
force on March 26, 1975 (Goldblat 1997, 251-266). The Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction was adopted on January 13,
1993, and it was entered into force on April 29, 1997 (Knezevi¢-Predic,
Avram i Lezaja 2007, 423—-534). The two mentioned Conventions com-
prehensively forbids biological and chemical weapons.

On October 10, 1980, was concluded in Geneva Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have In-
discriminate Effects and was entered into force on December 2, 1983.
This Convention has five protocols. Protocol (I) on Non-Detectable Frag-
ments to the above-mentioned Convention forbids usage of any weap-
ons that causes severe and unnecessary suffering of humans in the way
that injures by fragments which in the human body escape detection by
X rays. The Protocol (II) on Prohibitions or Restriction on the Use of
Mines, Booby-traps and Other Devices to the Convention banns in gen-
eral use of the certain mines, booby traps and “other devices.” It was
amended on May 3, 1996, to extend the application to international and
non-international wars and armed conflicts. We would like underlining
that this Protocol does not forbids use of land mines but it forbids the
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transfer and use of other rather mines such as non-self-destruction and
non-self-detectable, etc. and especially forbids directing booby traps and
mines against civilian population. The Protocol (I1I) on Prohibition or
Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary Weapons. In that Protocol among
other prohibitions it is forbidden to utilize incendiary weapons against
civilian population in any occasions especially in Article 2 of the Pro-
tocol (IIT). The Protocol (IV) on Blinding Laser Weapons was adopted
on October 13, 1995, and entered into force on July 30th, 1998. It forbids
utilization of laser weapons that causes permanent sightless against the
enemy. The Protocol (V) on Explosive Remnants of War demands clear-
ance of unexploded bombs and explosive weapons. This Protocol (V)
was adopted on November 28, 2003. It is the first international conven-
tion that has the issue of wide range of unexploded and abandoned ex-
plosive that endangers the civilian population and other people after the
termination of war or arm conflict (Geneva Convention 2005). Further,
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production
and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction known
as Ottawa Treaty was adopted on September 18, 1997, and entered into
force on March 1, 1999, forbids the utilize and transfer to anti-person-
nel mines by all means (Faulkner 2007, 145—174).

Then at the beginning of 21st century Convention on Cluster Mu-
nitions was concluded on May 30, 2008 and was entered into force on
August 1, 2010. This Convention was concluded because thousands of
people especially civilians were killed or injured in various countries
where they have been used. It forbade the use of cluster munitions, to
fabricate the same, to destroy the remaining of cluster munitions, to help
and assist to the victims of cluster bombs that included social, econom-
ic, and medical care and help (Nystuen and Casey-Maslen 2010). Then
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted on July
7, 2017 and is in effect from January 22, 2021. This Treaty forbids ex-
pending, manufacturing, gaining, experimenting, owning, having, col-
lecting and utilize the nuclear weapons. The most brutal and inhuman
means of conducting war or arm conflict is usage of nuclear weapons
(Kmentt 2023).

The central place in many conversations and diplomatic negoti-
ations today is certainly the issue weapons of mass destruction on the
international as well as on the national political level. Although prohib-
ited, the issue still is on the table for the range of reasons for debates.
This topic varies from the ones that points to the dangerous effects of
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this type of weapons at its consequence is death of number of people
and destruction of property. The fact is it was used several of times in
passed and the fever that might be used in future. Unfortunately, regard-
less of all above mentioned Conventions that prohibits and limits usage
of various kind of weapons as well as rules of war, the war and armed
conflicts are continuing arising in the world and numerous civilians are
killed and injured.

CONCULSION

The constant development of new and modern technology also
affects the development of weapons. Therefore, we have problems that
new weapons are constantly being developed. From axes, swords, all
the way to the atomic bombs. In larger extend is the threat to the pro-
tection of the civilian population during both the war and armed con-
flict. On the other hand, there is a constant need to pass and adopt new
Conventions to prevent the use of new weapons. The problem of the use
of prohibited weapons is current on the worldwide scale. Consequently,
this paper is a small contribution to the clarification of the role of inter-
national community to protect most vulnerable population. That is ci-
vilian population during both the war and armed conflict. As a result of
these wars and armed conflicts, the entire society and human civiliza-
tion as a whole suffered enormous and irreparable damages and losses.
The weapons that are being developed have been and still are playing
the important role in the perception of the policies of various countries.
Thus having the impact on the perception of the history and the role of
these countries in the future interpretation of war and armed conflicts.
Here, we believe that it is most important that the parties to the conflict
respect the international conventions that prohibit the killing of the ci-
vilian population with any kind of weapons. Correspondingly, we ad-
vocate the position that any problem between parties should be solved
diplomatically, at a round table. If necessary, as many negotiations and
discussions as needed should be held with the aim to resolve the prob-
lem or disagreements between the parties. This is better than entering
into an armed conflict or war.
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YTHULAJ PA3BBOJA OPYKJA KPO3 HCTOPUJY U
SAIITUTA HUBHUJIHOI' CTAHOBHHUIIITBA - IIMTAIBE
INTPUMEHE MEBYHAPOJHUX KOHBEHIINJA -

Caskerak

VY cBUM paToBHMMa U OpPYKaHUM CyKOOMMa KpO3 UCTOPHjY YOBe-
4yaHCTBa HajBehe )KPTBE je MOIHEI0 [IMBUITHO CTAHOBHHUIITBO. 3allTH-
Ta CTAHOBHMIIITBA BEKOBMMA HHUje OMJIa peryiircana, uako Cy mocTojaje
pasHe MHHUIIHjaTUBE U3 aHTHUYKOT U CpellieT Beka. bpojHu cy pa3ino3u
HITO HUCY OBAaKBE MHHIIM]aTUBE HHUCY PEaM30BaHE, Of KOjUX TIaBHH
pasJior je OMO IITO TO HUCY OWJIC KeJbe TaJAlllbUX BEIUKUX chja. Y
npyroj noioBruHu XIX Beka nmounme pa3Boj U Kogudukanuja mehyna-
POAHOT paTHOT IIpaBa. 3Ha4YajHy U BaXKHY YJIOTY y Koaudukanuju mehy-
HApOJHOT PaTHOT MpaBa M JJaJbeM Pa3Bojy 3alITHTE IUBUIIHOT CTAHOB-
numtea umajy MKIIK u3 XKenese u OYH. Haxasnocrt patoBu u opy-
KaHH CyKOOM ce HAacTaBJbajy [0 JaHAIIKUX JaHa y Pa3HUM JIeJIOBHMA
CBETa, a CBE BUILIE CTPajJa IIMBUIIHO CTAHOBHUIITBO. HeonmxoaHo je aa
yJiora Mel)yHapoHe 3ajeIHHIIC YOIIIITe MMa aKTUBHU]Y YJIOTY Yy MOTJIe-
Jly IPUMEHE CBUX MPaBHUX OKBUPA Y CBETY KOjH C€ OJHOCE Ha KOHTPO-
Jla Opy’Kja YOIIIIITe U OPY’Kja 32 MACOBHO YHUIITCHE, a CAMUM THM H
3alITUTA CBHUX JIMLA Koja cy 3amTrhena JKeHeBCKMM KOHBEHIMjamMa U3
1949. roguHe, a TO Cy IIUBUJITHO CTAHOBHUIIITBO, PACHUIIH, OOJICCHUIH,
paTtHH 3apo0JbEHHIIN, OPOJOIOMIIM Ka0 U UMOBHHA UTA. U3 riiobanue
nepcrieKTuBe, Mel)yHapo Ha 3ajeiHuia Tpeda a Oy/ie ak THBHH]a JIa 10-
KyIlla Ha TUTIOMATCKOM H TIOJTUTHYKOM HHBOY JIa LITO je Moryhe Buiie
MUHUMU3HpA T0jaBy paTa, OpYyKaHOT CyKoOa 1 OUIIO KOje BPCTE OpY-
aHe Kkpuse. JKelrMo J1a 101aMo Jia Cy CBE IOMEHYTE MyJITHIIaTepaTHe
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Mel)yHaponHe KOHBEHIMje O CTaTyCy U 3alITUTH LUBUIHOT CTAHOBHU-
LITBa MOTIIHCAJIE CKOPO CBE CaBpEMEHE JIP)KaBe, YMIHCHUIIA J1a Ce Ja-
HaC y pa3HHM JeJIOBUMaA CBeTa BoAe Behu MM MambH PaTOBH U OpYyKa-
HU CYKOOH, KOjU Ha)KaJIOCT HapyIlaBajy CTAaTyC U 3alITHTY LUBUIHOT
craHoBHHIITBA. U mopen anraxosama OYH u MKIK u3 XKenese, kao
¥ OpOjHUX BIaJAMHUX U HEBJAJWHUX OPraHM3allNja, HUje 3ayCTaBJbEHO
TEIIKO KpIICHe OBUX MehyHapOAHUX KOHBEHLIHjA O CTATyCy M 3allTH-
TU IUBHJIHOT CTAHOBHUIITBA.

Kibyune peun: pazBoj opyxja, YjenumeHe Halldje, HICTOPU]jCKE YHEHUIIE,
MelyHaposiHe KOHBEHIIH]e, IUBHIIHO CTAHOBHHUIITBO
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