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Resume

Peacekeeping operations are one of the instruments for resolving
crises in the world and preventing armed conflicts that threaten global
peace and security. This article argues that the participation of the Ser-
bian Armed Forces in UN missions contributed to peacekeeping in the
world and produced positive benefits for the country. Namely, the Ser-
bian Armed Forces inherits the tradition of many years of participation
in UN and EU peacekeeping operations. This article first provides an
overview of the most important contributions of the Republic of Serbia
to peacekeeping operations, focusing on the important role that this ac-
tivity plays in the achievement of foreign policy goals, national devel-
opment and international relations. This is followed by the presentation
of national legislation that regulates the Serbian Armed Forces partici-
pation in peacekeeping operations. Therefore, peacekeeping operations
are recognized as a type of multilateral mechanism for achieving co-
operation between the Republic of Serbia and the UN/EU and a contri-
bution to building trust and the position of a reliable partner in interna-
tional relations. The theory of international relations that explains such
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actions of states is the realism theory. In accordance with realists school
of thought, state national interests for participation in peacekeeping op-
erations are military security issues, national and strategic interests as
well as economic interests, and increased credibility and power of states
in international relations. Starting from the fact that global security is
comprehensive and indivisible, states are even more interested in par-
ticipating in peacekeeping operations and perceive it as their national
interests and an element of foreign and security policy. This is the initial
thesis from which the authors base their analysis presented in the paper.

Keywords: Republic of Serbia, Serbian Armed Forces, peacekeeping
operations, international relations, realism theory, national
interests

INTRODUCTION

In the post-Cold War era, there have been a series of crises and
armed conflicts that threaten international security and world peace.
The international community and international organizations need to
intervene in most of them conducting peacekeeping operations. Con-
sequently, in the modern world peacekeeping operations are becoming
an instrument necessary for resolving crises in the world and prevent-
ing armed conflicts of regional and global character that are a threat to
global peace and security, where, in addition to states, many non-state
actors are present in international relations. Throughout recent histo-
ry, peacekeeping operations have evolved and their changes have been
largely tied to historical periods of current international relations.

As Professor Dragan R. Simi¢ observes, there is a “surprisingly
high agreement of authors from different schools of international rela-
tions” (2002, 45), that the keeping of peace is in third place in terms of
the importance of goals whose achievement is more difficult, regardless
of the international system, order or international society. Also, nations
must understand that maintaining world peace takes precedence over
their own ideological or political views.

Participation in peacekeeping operations is actually at the center
of the concept that global security is comprehensive and indivisible
(Cronin 2010). The paper starts with the interpretation of realism the-
orists about the participation of states in peacekeeping operations.
Peacekeeping operations based on appropriate legal bases are possible
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modalities for the realization and protection of the national and securi-
ty interests of participating country. Neack argues that the “realist ex-
planation of state participation in UN peacekeeping operations is that
states do whatever they can, given their power resources, to protect and
preserve their national interests” (Neack 1995). As Findlay (1996, 8) put
it: states participate in peacekeeping operations because it is “decided-
ly in their national security interests.” According to this realist expla-
nation, “participation in peacekeeping is thus understood primarily as
an instrument to foster states’ national interests” (Hutabarat 2014, 190).
According to Pugh (2004, 50-51), “peacekeeping enables governments
of contributing states to increase their international clout or to subsi-
dize the maintenance of their armed forces”. In the realist perspective,
state national interests for participation in peacekeeping operations are
not only defined in terms of military security issues, but also in terms
of economic interests, as well as increased credibility and power in in-
ternational relations.

In research conducted by Ishizuka (2003) it is claimed that “states
have been positively and willingly participating in peacekeeping”, be-
cause “they have been attracted by the benefits from peacekeeping which
enhance their national interests”. Consequently, Ishizuka concludes,
that “states maintain their peacekeeping policy consistently as far as
their national interests are valid and significant”. Meiske and Ruggeri
(2017) are quite clear when they claim that countries see mission par-
ticipation as ‘a tool of foreign policy’ to pursue national interests in the
international arena.

As emphasized global security is comprehensive and indivisible,
states are even more interested in participating in peacekeeping opera-
tions and perceive it as their national interests and an element of foreign
and security policy. This is the initial thesis from which the authors base
their analysis presented in the paper.

Peacekeeping is a technique designed to maintain peace, no matter
how fragile, where the fighting has ended, as well as to assist in the im-
plementation of agreements reached with the participation of peacekeep-
ers. Over the years, peacekeeping has evolved from a primarily military
model of monitoring ceasefires and segregation of forces after interstate
wars, to incorporating a complex model composed of many elements
— military, police and civilians — working together to help torn-apart
countries create conditions for sustainable and lasting peace (UN 2008).
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UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS

UN peacekeeping began in 1948 when the Security Council ap-
proved the deployment of UN military observers in the Middle East to
monitor the ceasefire agreement between Israel and its Arab neighbors

— an operation known as the United Nations Truce Supervision Organ-
ization (UNTSO). Since then, the UN has conducted 71 peacekeeping
operations (missions) in various environments and conditions. Over the
past 75 years, more than 2 million personnel, from 125 countries, have
participated in UN peacekeeping operations. The UN is currently con-
ducting a total of 11 peacekeeping operations on three continents (Unit-
ed Nations Peacekeeping 2023).

According to the UN, today’s multidimensional peacekeeping op-
erations serve ‘“not only to maintain peace and security, but also to fa-
cilitate the political process, protect civilians, assist in the disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration of former combatants; support the or-
ganization of elections, protect and promote human rights and assist in
restoring the rule of law” (UN Peacekeeping n. d.).

Previous experiences have also shown that in order for UN peace-
keeping operations to succeed, they must be accepted as legitimate and
credible, especially in the eyes of the local population. The mission
achieves international legitimacy by having the approval of the UN
Security Council, but also by the way it is implemented on the ground,
given that the strength, discipline and honesty of peacekeepers, as well
as the prudence with which they use force, respect for local customs, in-
stitutions and laws as well as the decency with which they treat the local
population, can have a direct impact on the perception of its legitimacy.

Serbian Armed Forces in Peacekeeping Operations

The contribution of the Serbian Armed Forces in peacekeeping
operations is based on the security and defense needs and interests ex-
pressed in the National Security Strategy, the Defense Strategy and oth-
er doctrinal and legal acts.

The missions of the Serbian Armed Forces (SAF) are:

“Defense of the Republic of Serbia from external armed threats;

Participation in building and preserving peace in the region and
the world and

Support to civilian authorities in combating security threats”
(SAF n. d. a).
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As defined in the Defense Strategy, the second mission is partic-
ipation in building and preserving peace in the region and the world is
realized through participation in international military cooperation and
participation in peacekeeping operations (Defense Strategy of the Repub-
lic of Serbia 2019; Ignjatijevi¢ 2018). Furthermore, the Defense Strate-
gy states: “by participating in multinational operations under the man-
date of the United Nations and the European Union crisis management
operations, the Republic of Serbia contributes to fulfilling the function
of the defence of the country, strengthening its position in international
relations and protecting the universal values of the international order,
such as human rights, democracy and the rule of law.” (Defense Strat-
egy of the Republic of Serbia 2019, 17).

Units of the Serbian Armed Forces conduct peacekeeping opera-
tions and missions within the peacekeeping force, under the auspices of
the United Nations, the European Union and the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Serbian Armed Forces conduct
peacekeeping operations in accordance with the Law on Engagement of
the Serbian Armed Forces and other Defence Forces in Multinational
Operations outside the borders of Republic of Serbia (2009). During the
operation, the national contingent comes under the operational control
of the peacekeeping command.

Depending on the mission’s mandate, parts of the Serbian Armed
Forces may participate in the following peacekeeping operations:

- Peacekeeping, maintenance and peacekeeping operations;

- Conflict prevention and peace-building operations;

- Joint defense operations, in accordance with the decisions of the
competent state bodies;

- Assistance operations to address the consequences of interna-
tional terrorism and large-scale terrorist attacks, and

- Humanitarian operations.

Depending on the UN mandate, peacekeeping operations can
be combat or non-combat, defined as “activities undertaken within the
system of collective security and collective defense, in accordance with
international law and ratified international agreements”, and participa-
tion in them is the second mission of the Serbian Armed Forces, which
is based on the established security and defense needs and interests of
the Republic of Serbia.

The Serbian Armed Forces has a Peacekeeping Operations Cen-
tre which conducts “training, selection, equipping, preparation and
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deployment of individuals and units”, from the Ministry of Defence and
the Serbian Armed Forces to multinational operations outside the borders
of the Republic of Serbia (Peacekeeping Operations Centre, SAF, 2022).

Normative and legal basis for participation
of SAF in peacekeeping operations

The manner of realization and protection of national interests is
defined by strategic documents, in which most countries of the world
similarly define challenges, risks and threats, with certain specifics char-
acteristic of individual cases. States are establishing legal frameworks
to send members of the military to peacekeeping operations abroad, as
part of security, foreign and defense policy. The normative and legal
basis for the engagement of the SAF in peacekeeping operations is de-
fined in the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, the National Security
Strategy, the Defense Strategy, the Law on Defense, the Law on the Ser-
bian Armed Forces and the Law on Engagement of the Serbian Armed
Forces and other Defence Forces in Multinational Operations outside
the borders of Republic of Serbia.

Use of the Armed Forces outside the borders, Article 140, of the
Constitution stipulates that the Serbian Armed Forces “may be used
outside the borders of the Republic of Serbia only upon the decision of
the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia” (Constitution of The
Republic of Serbia 2006).

Article 2 of the Law on the Serbian Armed Forces prescribes that
the “use of the Serbian Armed Forces outside the borders of the Repub-
lic of Serbia shall be stipulated by law” (Law on the Serbian Armed
Forces 2007, 2009).

The Law on Defense (Art. 5, para. 4) states that the country’s
defense is achieved through participation in peacekeeping operations
(in multinational operations). Article 11, paragraph 9 stipulates that the
President of the Republic decides on sending the Serbian Armed Forc-
es to peacekeeping operations (in multinational operations) outside the
country’s borders based on the decision of the National Assembly (The
Law on Defense 2009).

Also, Law on Defense in Article 9 defines that The National As-
sembly enacts “laws and other general acts in the field of defense, ex-
ercises democratic and civilian control of the Serbian Armed Forces”,
and among others, “decides on the use of the Serbian Armed Forces out-
side the territory of the Republic of Serbia” (The Law on Defense 2009).
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The President of the Republic according to Law on Defense, Ar-
ticle 11, decides, in accordance with the law, on sending members of the
Serbian Armed Forces to multinational operations, based on the deci-
sion of the National Assembly (The Law on Defense 2009). The Gov-
ernment proposes to the National Assembly the adoption of a law on
the ratification of international agreements in the field of defense and
military cooperation.

According to the Law on the Use of the Serbian Armed Forces
and Other Defense Forces in Peacekeeping Operations outside the Re-
public of Serbia, the use of the Serbian Armed Forces and other Defense
Forces in peacekeeping operations is decided on the basis of the Annual
Plan, which determines their missions and tasks. The National Assembly
considers and adopts the Annual plan for the use of the Serbian Armed
Forces for the execution of planned peacekeeping operations in the cur-
rent year. Based on the Annual Plan, the National Assembly decides on
the participation of members of the SAF in peacekeeping operations, as
well as on the extension of the time of their engagement and withdrawal
from the peacekeeping operation.

The President of the Republic, on the basis of the decision of the
National Assembly on participation, in accordance with the law, decides
on sending members of the Serbian Armed Forces to multinational op-
erations, at the proposal of the Minister of Defense.

According to the Law on Engagement of the Serbian Armed Forces
and Other Defence forces in Multinational Operations outside the borders
of the Republic of Serbia, Article 12, “the SAF and other defence forc-
es’ personnel only, having completed training in the country or abroad;
trained for specific tasks and in possession of relevant training certifi-
cates for participation in multinational operations, may be deployed in
multinational operations” (Law on Engagement of the Serbian Armed
Forces and other Defence Forces in Multinational Operations outside
the borders of Republic of Serbia, 2009).

For each participation of members of the Serbian Armed Forces
in peacekeeping operations, the Minister of Defense shall issue Rules of
Engagement. It also concludes technical agreements which regulate the
conditions for the engagement of members of the armed forces within
peacekeeping operations, in order to execute the concluded internation-
al agreement on the basis of which a specific peacekeeping operation is
conducted. Members of the Serbian Armed Forces may not be continu-
ously in a peacekeeping operation for more than a year, except in case
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of health impediment to return to the country, for technical reasons or
at the request of the commander of the forces in a peacekeeping oper-
ation. The costs of preparation, participation and return of members of
the Serbian Armed Forces and other defense forces from peacekeeping
operations are financed from the budget of the Republic of Serbia.

As Tibor Szilvagyi, very precisely states: “The Serbian Armed
Forces are allowed to stay abroad only in the framework of multination-
al missions, according to a UN Security Resolution, international obli-
gations and the related decision of the Serbian Parliament, in harmony
with the Serbian interests” (2020, 100-128).

In this section a brief overview of the normative and legal base is
outlined, actually Serbia’s commitment to participating in multinational
operations through strategic documents, constitutional and legislative
framework, and international agreements. The Table 1. shows a compar-
ative analysis of the legal and strategic framework for participation in
peacekeeping operations of countries in Southeast Europe (Parliamen-
tary Assembly of BiH, 2011). It can be seen that Serbia is leading in the
normative organization of this area.

Table 1. Comparative analysis of the legal and strategic framework for partic-
ipation in peacekeeping operations of countries in Southeast Europe

Country Constitution | Law on |Law onthe |Law on the Use
Defense | Armed Forces | of the Armed

Forces and Other
Defense Forces
in Peacekeeping
Operations

Serbia + + + +

Albania + +

Bulgaria + +

Romania + +

Hungary + + +

Slovenia + + +

Croatia + + +

Bosnia and + +

Herzegovina

Montenegro + + +

North + +

Macedonia

Moldova + + +
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INTEREST OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA FOR
PARTICIPATING IN PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS

Republic of Serbia as well as “countries around the world contin-
ue to see UN peacekeeping operations as central to maintaining the col-
lective security system established by the UN Charter” (Fang, Li and
Sun 2018). Actually, participation of the Serbian Armed Forces in peace-
keeping operations ,,in the function of meeting foreign policy objectives
is a very important activity, having in mind the fact that the Republic of
Serbia affirms cooperative security concept. In such context, guided pri-
marily by its national interests and capacities, our country invests great
efforts in order to contribute to keeping peace and stability in the world”
(Zotovic 2018, 73).

On the other hand, the Republic of Serbia, like other countries
that actively contribute to world peace, is aware of the facts and has built
capacities that enable specialized training and education for its peace-
keeping personnel.

Also, Serbia supports the institutional reforms in UN peacekeep-
ing and assists in increasing the effectiveness of peacekeeping forces.
Consequently, Serbia is committed to maintaining and strengthening
the quality and sustainability of peacekeeping missions.

Through many years of participation in UN and EU missions,
peacekeeping operations have been recognized as a form of multilateral
mechanism for achieving cooperation between the Republic of Serbia and
UN/EU and a contribution to building trust and the position of a reliable
partner in international relations. It is necessary to add to that the contri-
bution to preserving peace and stability in the region and the world, and
the need to actively increase the possibility of the Republic of Serbia’s in-
fluence on the actions of international relations entities for nonviolent res-
olution of important international issues important for national interests.

In accordance with the National Security Strategy through the
participation of military and civilian capacities in multinational opera-
tions and missions led by the United Nations, European Union and the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the Republic of
Serbia will contribute “to maintenance of peace and stability in the re-
gion and world” (National Security Strategy of the Republic of Serbia
2021, 32) and will improve its position as a reliable partner in interna-
tional relations.

The participation of members of the Serbian Armed Forces in UN
and EU peacekeeping operations is an important element of the foreign

149



CIIM 6poj 1/2024, 2o0una XXXI, ceéecka 83 cmp. 141-160

policy of the Republic of Serbia, which significantly contributes to the
favorable position of the Republic of Serbia in international relations. By
engaging members of the Serbian Armed Forces in peacekeeping oper-
ations under the mandate of the European Union, within CSDP, the Re-
public of Serbia integrates into this important pillar of the EU. In this way,
the Republic of Serbia is strengthening its security capacities towards
EU membership. The participation of members of the Serbian Armed
Forces in peacekeeping operations under the mandate of the EU has a
very favorable influence on the overall process of European integration.

In this regard, the Serbian Armed Forces contribute to the defense
and protection of national interests by building the necessary capabili-
ties and capacities to participate in peacekeeping operations, which im-
proves relations with collective security institutions in order to achieve
world peace and develop a favorable security environment.

Namely, “since it considers the heritage of SFRY as its own, Ser-
bia has had a long tradition of participation in the UN peacekeeping
missions” (MiloSevi¢ 2014, 165-183). It can be said that the Republic of
Serbia has a long tradition of participation in achieving peace and secu-
rity in the world, if we take into account that it is the legal successor of
SFRY, which participated with its army (Yugoslav People’s Army —JNA)
from the very beginning of UN engagement in peacekeeping missions.

After a decade of cessation of engagement caused by the conflicts
on the territory of the former SFRY, participation in UN peacekeeping
operations was renewed in 2002, when members of the Armed Forces
were engaged in 16 peacekeeping operations in the world, in ten UN
missions and six EU missions.

Number of participants of SAF in peacekeeping operations (Peace-
keeping Operations Centre 2022) is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Number of participants of SAF in peacekeeping operations
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The Peacekeeping Operations Centre is a unit directly subordi-
nated to the Operations Directorate (J-3) of the Serbian Armed Forces
General Staff. The Peacekeeping Operations Centre intended for selec-
tion, training, equipping, preparation and deployment of individuals and
units from the Ministry of Defence and the Serbian Armed Forces to
multinational operations outside the borders of the Republic of Serbia.

Also, tasks of the Peacekeeping Operations Centre include coor-
dination and control of forces deployed in multinational operations and
planning and organization of modern courses, seminars and lectures
in multinational operations for SAF and foreign armies (Peacekeeping
Operations Centre 2022).!

Currently, the Serbian Armed Forces are engaging 295 of its mem-
bers in § peacekeeping operations under the auspices of the United Nations
(4 missions), 3 under the European Union (EU) and one mission in Mul-
tinational Force and Observers (Peacekeeping Operations Centre 2023).

From the above, it can be concluded that 2009 was crucial because
then the foundations were laid for new legal frameworks in defining the
participation of the Republic of Serbia in peacekeeping operations, which
affected the progressive increase in the engagement of members of the
Serbian Armed Forces in peacekeeping operations.

The Serbian Armed Forces is sending its largest contingent of
forces to the UNIFIL mission in Lebanon (Juki¢, Slavkovi¢ and Dumic
2017, 28-42). The Serbian Armed Forces has been participating in the
UNIFIL peacekeeping operation since December 21, 2010, with staff
officers. Since November 2012, UNIFIL has engaged an infantry pla-
toon with a logistical support element, composed of 41 members of the
Serbian Armed Forces, which was replaced in November 2013 by an in-
fantry company composed of 130 members of the Serbian Armed Forc-
es. Since December 2014, the contingent of the Serbian Armed Forces
has been increased by hiring another platoon of 33 members. Last year
177 members of the Serbian Armed Forces were engaged in UNIFIL.
Serbian Armed Forces contribution to UNIFIL includes a force protec-
tion platoon, an infantry company serving as an independent unit with-
in the Spanish Battalion, staff officers at the Mission headquarters and
a group of specialists tasked with providing support to our contingent
(Ministry of Defence 2015).

Members of the Serbian Armed Forces have repeatedly received
official recognition from the mission management for their demonstrated

' More details about Peacekeeping Operations Centre available at: (SAF n. d. b).
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professionalism and high level of training in the execution of tasks, which
often resulted in their inclusion in higher levels of mission management
(Zotovic¢ 2018, 74-75). In July 2021 Under-Secretary-General for Peace
Operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix thanked Serbia for its strong support to
United Nations Peacekeeping. He particularly highlighted the engage-
ment and establishment of the hospital by the Serbian Armed Forces,
which according to him, “this has strengthened UN peacekeeping’s ca-
pacity to ensure that its personnel are able to receive the best possible
medical care.” To date, “the Serbian medical unit has provided medical
support to thousands of patients, including treating cases of COVID-19.
In addition to aiding UN personnel, the unit has also conducted medical
outreach to the local community” (United Nations, Serbia in PKO 2022).

Participation in peacekeeping operations, in addition to Serbia’s
evident contribution to peace and security in the world, has a direct
impact on training SAF in part of the missions and tasks assigned to it
in Defense strategy. Further participating in peacekeeping operations,
neutral states gain the necessary experience on the nature of modern
security threats and ways to counter them, and gain experience for the
implementation of deterrence strategies (Blagojevi¢ 2022).

The certain authors especially emphasize the humanitarian aspect
of the participation of the Republic of Serbia in peacekeeping opera-
tions, in accordance with the humanity inherited by the Serbian Armed
Forces (Zizié-Borjanovi¢, Vugkovié-Dekié 2009, 253-254). This aspect
of participation in peacekeeping operations has been developed by the
Serbian Armed Forces as a capability in the past two decades and has
been very successfully applied in operations where it has been engaged.

The Republic of Serbia has also played a crucial role in UN peace-
keeping reform efforts. In particular, Serbia has been a vocal advocate
for the modernization of peacekeeping operations to improve their ef-
fectiveness and efficiency. Serbia has also been actively involved in
promoting the implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution
1325 on Women, Peace, and Security, which recognizes the critical role
of women in all aspects of peacekeeping and peacebuilding activities
(NAP for the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325,
2017-2020). In fact, as an example, the Chief of the Peacekeeping Op-
erations Centre is a woman Colonel PhD Mirjana Milenkovié. “A total
of 5,500 members of the Serbian Armed Forces are engaged in ten UN
missions and six EU missions, of which 12 percent are female, which
is an indication that the Serbian Armed Forces respect gender aspects
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according to valid UN resolutions”,> Milenkovi¢ said at the 20™ anni-
versary of the Serbian Armed Forces participation in peacekeeping op-
erations (Ministry of Defence 2022).

In future Serbian Armed Forces have the potential to reach UN
requirements with the River Flotilla as a pivot for the participation in
UN riverine missions. Serbian Military Academy has opportunities for
education and training military riverine units for participation in the
United Nations peacekeeping operations (Radojevi¢, Soski¢ and Radic,
2017, 371-376).

CONCLUSION

An overview of the engagement of members of the Serbian Armed
Forces in peacekeeping operations under the mandate of the UN and
the EU clearly shows the role of the Serbian defense system in the real-
ization of foreign policy goals. The Republic of Serbia is committed to
building and preserving peace in the region and the world, EU integra-
tions, but also the construction and strengthening of military neutrality.
In this regard, the Serbian Armed Forces contribute to the defense and
protection of national interests by building the necessary capabilities and
capacities to participate in peacekeeping operations, which improves
relations with collective security institutions in order to achieve world
peace and develop a favorable security environment.

Participation the Republic of Serbia “in missions under the EU
umbrella could contribute to the increased Serbian credibility within
the European community and, therefore, contribute to the success of
the Serbian National Security Strategy” (Chun and Lee 2016, 213-232).
Therefore, as a non-member state with full membership aspirations Ser-
bia can participate in EU missions even before accession and in that way
contribute to an increase in its credibility during the negotiation process.

The issue of security has always been highlighted as a priority
for each society. A unique instrument presented through peacekeeping
operations was adopted as a possible solution to security issues. In the
newly created and present conditions, their importance increases, while
national interests are being realized through a single functional organi-
zation of states, thus creating preconditions for effective confrontation
with modern challenges, risks and threats that do not recognize state
borders. Peacekeeping operations are linked to the system of collective

2 More details about the event available at: (Ministry of Defence 2022).
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security as an instrument necessary for resolving crises in the world
and preventing armed conflicts of regional and global character that are
a threat to global peace and security, where many non-state actors are
present in international relations.

Relations in the world, emphasizing the issues of global and col-
lective security, have imposed as a priority participation in peacekeep-
ing operations in order to contribute to collective security, participation
in the creation and maintenance of peace. In that way, the Republic of
Serbia also recognized the possibility of engaging the capacity of the
Armed Forces in building trust and the position of a reliable partner in
international relations. Understanding that global security is one and in-
divisible is the starting point for the Republic of Serbia’s contribution to
the preservation of peace and stability in the region and the world and
an active influence on the actors of international relations to resolve im-
portant international issues non-violently.

At the same time, it is one of the ways to contribute to the keep-
ing of peace and stability in the region and the world, through active
participation and increasing the possibility of the Republic of Serbia’s
influence on the activities of international relations and important in-
ternational issues essential for national interests. It can be argued that
by sending troops to peacekeeping operations abroad, the Republic of
Serbia is showing readiness and, above all, the ability to contribute to
maintaining international stability; projecting a positive image of the
country as a responsible nation ready to act in the interests of world
peace; increases the country’s influence not only in the UN system, but
also in the host country and the region in which it is engaged — includ-
ing the promotion of economic interests. In that way, peace operations
become a reflection of the credibility of the state and an element of the
foreign policy of the state in international relations.

Serbia’s participation in peacekeeping operations has strategic
significance in several ways. Firstly, it demonstrates the country’s com-
mitment to regional stability and security, which can help to prevent the
spread of conflict and crisis beyond its borders.

Secondly, Serbia’s participation sends a signal that it is commit-
ted to adhering to international norms and standards, and can help to
build trust and confidence with neighboring countries and the interna-
tional community at large.

Thirdly, Serbia’s participation in peacekeeping operations can
provide valuable experience and training for its military personnel,
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enhancing their skills and professionalism, which can contribute to the
country’s overall defense capabilities. This is particularly important giv-
en Serbia’s aspiration to join the EU, which emphasizes the importance
of strong defense and security capabilities.
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Cuo6onan PagojeBuh’
Yuueepsumem ooopane, Bojua axademuja, beoepao

Cphan Baarojesuh”

Yuueepsumem oobpane, Bojua axademuja, beoepao

HAIIMOHAJIHU UHTEPEC PEI1YBJIMKE
CPBMJE 3A YYEHUTRE BOJCKE CPBUJE
Y MUPOBHUM OINIEPALIUJAMA

Caxkerak

MupoBsHe omnepanuje (MyJITHHAIIMOHATHE OTiepalldje) Cy jeaH o
MHCTPyMEHAaTa 3a pellaBamke KPH3a Y CBETY U CIIPEUaBambe OPYKaHUX
cyko0a Koju yrpokaBajy rio0anHu Mup u 6e30emHocT. Y paay ce HaBo-
1 aa je yuenthe Bojcke CpOuje y mucujama Y H nonpuneno ouyBamwy
MHpA y CBETY H JOHEJIO NO3UTHBHE KOPHCTH 3a 3eMJiby. Hanme, Bojcka
CpOuje OamTHHY TPaaUIU]y BUIIETOIUINLET yuenha y MUPOBHUM OI1e-
paunjama YH u EVY. Hajupe ce naje npersien HajBaKHUjUX JOIPUHOCA
Peny6iinke CpOuje MupoBHUM omiepanujama, Gokycupajyhu ce Ha Ba-
HY YJOTy KOjy OBa aKTHBHOCT MMa y OCTBapHBamy LINJbEBA CIOJbHE
NOJUTHKE, HAITMOHATHOM Pa3Bojy u Mel)yHapoqHuM oqHocMa. Hakon
TOTa CIEAN PEICTaBIbahe HAIIMOHATHOT 3aKOHOABCTBA KOj€ PEeTryIInIIe
yuemrhe Bojcke CpOuje y MupoBHUM onepanujama. Ctora cy MUPOBHE
omneparyje mpeno3HaTe Kao BUJ MyJITHIIATEPaTHOT MEXaHH3Ma 3a OCTBa-
puBame capaame Penybnuke Cpouje u YH/EY u nonpuHoc usrpanmu
MOBEpea U MO3MIIH]je MOy3/AaHor MapTHepa y Me)yHapOAHUM OTHOCH-
Mma. Teopuja MeljyHapoIHUX OIHOCA KOja 00jallhbaBa TAKBE MOCTYIIKES
JpXaBa je peasn3aM. Y CKJIQAy ca PeaTMCTUIKOM IIKOJIOM MUIIJBEHA,
JpKaBHU HAIIMOHAJIHW WHTEpECH 3a yderrhe y MUPOBHUM OIleparyja-
Ma Cy NHTamba BojHEe 0€30€IHOCTH, HAIIHOHAIHU U CTPATEIIKU HHTepe-
CH, HaJlaJbe EKOHOMCKH WHTEPECH, Kao U noBehame Kpequbunurera u
Mohu JpKaBe y Mel)yHapOAHUM OJHOCHMA.

Wmejn-anpeca: slobodan.radojevic@va.mod.gov.rs.
Wmejn-anpeca: nacelnik.va@va.mod.gov.rs.

*x

Ogaj pan je mpumibeH 19. neunem6pa 2023. roguHe, a npuxBaheH Ha cacTaHKY
Pemaxmuje 06. pebpyapa 2024. rogune.
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[onaszehu on Tora na je rmodanHa O0e30eqHOCT CBEOOyXBaTHA U
HeJIeJbHBA, Ap)KaBe Cy jOIll BUILE 3aMHTEpPecOBaHe 3a ydemhe y MHPOB-
HUM oIlepalifjaMa i TO BHJIE Ka0 CBOje¢ HAllMOHAJIHE MHTEpece U efie-
MEHT CIIoJbHE 1 0e30eaHOoCcHe nonuTrKe. OBO je MoJjia3Ha MPETIIOCTaBKa
Ha KO0jOj ayTOpH 3aCHHUBA]y CBOjy aHAJINU3Y U3HETY V pany.

Ha taj nHaunn Penry6nuka CpOuja je mperno3Haia 1 MOTyRHOCT aH-
ra’xoBama cHara u kanauurera Bojcke CpOuje y MyITHHALMOHATHUM
olepalnyjama y u3rpaimy NoBepeka 1 MO3HUIHje TI0Y31aHOT apTHEpa
y MehyHaponHuM ogHocuma. CxBarame J1a je riaobanHa 6e30eqHocT
jeaHa v HeJleJbHBA je TI0J1a3Ha OCHOBA 3a jonpuHoc Penyonuke CpOuje
OYyBarby MUpPa U CTAOMITHOCTH y PETHOHY U CBETY M aKTHBAH YTHUIIAj HA
aKTepe MehyHapoJHHX OJIHOCA Jla ce BakHa Mel)yHapoaHa muTama pe-
11aBajy HEHACHJIHUM ITyTeM. 13 aHau3e Kojy Cy ayTOpH CIIPOBETN MO-
e ce 3aKJbYUHUTH J1a CIalbeM TpyIia y MUPOBHE Ollepalije y HHOCTpaH-
ctBy Peny6nnka CpOuja: mokasyje CIpeMHOCT U TIpe CBEra COCOOHOCT
Ila TOTIPUHECE OuyBamy MelyHapomaHe 6e30€THOCTH U CTaOUIHOCTH;
MPOjeKTYyje MO3UTHUBHY CIUKY 3eMJbE Kao OATOBOPHE HAIH]je CIIPEMHE
Jla Jlenyje y MHTepecy CBETCKOr Mupa; nmoBehaBa yTHIAj 3eMJbe He ca-
Mo y cuctemy YH u EVY, Beh u y 3emsbn fomahuHy 1 peruony y Kome
je aHTa)koBaHa — YKJby4yjyhu mpoMolinjy eKOHOMCKUX uHTepeca. Ha
Taj HAYMH MUPOBHE OIepallije MOCTajy oJpa3 KpeAuOHIUTETa JpiKa-
BE U €JIEMEHT CII0JbHE IOJINTUKE JIp)KaBe y Mel)yHapoHUM olHOCHMA.

Yuemrthe CpOuje y MEUpOBHHM OllepaliijamMa fMa CTPaTEIIKH 3Ha4aj
Ha BuIIe HaynHa. Kao mpBo ayTopu uctuyy nocsehenoct 3emibe MehyHa-
POIHOj ¥ PETHOHAITHO] CTAOMITHOCTH ¥ 6€30€THOCTH, IIITO MOXe ImoMohun
y clipedyaBamy IIUpema CykoOa u Kpu3e BaH BbeHNX rpaHuna. Hanasbe,
aytopu uctuuy na ydenrhe CpOuje masbe CUrHa Jia je mocseheHa mpu-
JpKaBamy Mel)yHapoIHUX HOPMH ¥ CTaHIApAa U MOXKe MoMohu y u3-
Tpajiiby IOBEPErHa y CYCeIHIM 3eMJbaMa U Mel)yHapOJHUM OTHOCHMA Yy
HeTMHU. AyTOpH Kao OCeOHY M JOIAaTHY BPEIHOCT HCTHYY J1a yuerrhe
Peny6iuke CpOuje y MUpOBHIM OmepanjaMa Moxke aa 00e30enu aparo-
LIEHO MCKYCTBO M 00YKY HeHUX OpYKaHUX cHara, yHanpelyjyhu muxose
BEILITHHE ¥ PO ECHOHATII3aM, IITO MOXKE JIOMPUHETH YKYITHUM O/I0paM-
OeHuM criocobHocTrMa 3eMibe. OBO je moceOHO BaXKHO ¢ 003UPOM Ha Te-
xmwy Perryonke CpOuje qa ce mpuapysxu EY, y K0joj ce cBe BHIIIE Haria-
I1aBa 3Ha4aj jakux onOpamMOeHnX 1 0e30eTHOCHUX CHara ¥ KamarureTa.

Kibyune peun: Penybnuka Cp6uja, Bojcka CpOuje, MupoBHe onepa-
1uje, MelhyHapoIHU OJTHOCH, pealin3aM, Hal[MOHAHU
UHTEpPECH
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