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THE IMPACT OF THE APRIL 1848 LAWS
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OR THE ABOLITION OF SERFDOM!

Abstract: The study describes the development of serfdom, the Dozsa
Uprising, which was caused by social conflicts and the limitation of serfdom and
their legal consequences. A significant milestone was the Urbarium of 1767,
followed by two other decisive boundary stones: the Revolution of 1848 and the
Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867. The latter was also significant in the way
that it paved the way for the Austro-Hungarian Empire (alongside Japan) to enter
the First World War, in parallel with and in a similar way to the Meiji Restoration,
which began in Japan in 1867—1868.

The study outlines the relations between serfdom and the peasantry, not only
from a legal-historical, but also from an economic and social-historical perspective.

Keywords: Urbarium of 1767, April 1848 laws, transformation of society,
abolition of serfdom, Austro-Hungarian Compromise, Austro-Hungarian Empire.

1. INTRODUCTION

The aim of this study is to present the development of serfdom and the emer-
gence of the nobility in Hungarian medieval society and the Do6zsa uprising, which
was the result of social conflicts, and the subsequent limitation of serfdom. A
direct consequence of this was the legal system, the culmination of which was
manifested in the Tripartitum, Werbdczi’s latter work, as a compilation of medieval
legal material, can be regarded as the culmination of medieval Hungarian law.

! The original legal texts and quotations in the footnotes have been translated into English
and into Serbian by the author.
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The 1767 Urbarium was a significant milestone, followed by two other de-
cisive boundary stones: the 1848 Revolution and the 1867 Compromise. The latter
was also significant in that it paved the way for the Austro-Hungarian Empire
(along with Japan) to enter the First World War, in parallel with the Meiji Resto-
ration which began in Japan in 1868, and, like the latter, through industrialisation
and the development of appropriate infrastructure.

2. AN OUTLINE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF SERFDOM

2.1. A new social stratum is ’born”;
the Dézsa Uprising and its legal consequences

In the course of the stratification of Hungarian society, which had been
continuously forming since the Hungarian occupation of the Danube Basin, a
unified layer of serfs emerged in the Arpad period from the slaves and the free
people and separate from the castle serfs. The latter were directly in the service
of the ruler in the his castles. In the Arpad era, the former had the right to move
freely, but the extent of this right gradually declined.

One milestone in the formation of society was the emergence of the nobility
from the serfs. In this context, it is also important to note that the principle of 'una
et eadem libertas’ was a general characteristic of all nobles and was applied to the
nobility, thereby ensuring the coherent consistency of this social stratum. This
principle was already stated in Article XI of 1351,! according and due to which
the request of the nobles, according to which the true nobles residing within the
borders of the Hungary, even those in the princely provinces within the borders
of the country, should all enjoy the same and equal liberty was approved by the
monarch.? T11és explains this in his work, stating that, at the beginning of the
development, this proposition was intended to express the same thing as in the
next stage of development, namely subjection to one and the same power; in other
words. ‘una eademque libertas, nobilitas’, which means direct subjection to the

U Cf.: TlIés, Jozsef: Bevezetés a magyar jog torténetébe, Rényi Karoly Konyvkiado-Vallalata,
Budapest, 1910 pp. 162-163.

2 ,1351. évi XI. térvénycikk

az orszag nemesei ugyanazt az egy szabadsagot élvezik

Ugyanazon nemeseknek kérésébe is beleegyeztiink: hogy az orszagunk hatarai kozt lako
valédi nemesek még az orszagunk hatéarai kozt fekvd herczegi tartomanyokban levok is, megannyian
ugyanazon egy szabadsaggal éljenek.”

(The original text is quoted in the cited work by Jozsef [11és as follows: ,,Ad eorundem etiam
nobilium petifionem annuimus: ut universi viri [veri] nobiles, intra terminos regni nostri constituti,
etiam in tenutis ducalibus, sub inclusione terminorum ipsius regni nostri existentes, sub una et
eadem libertate gratulentur.”)

I11és: ibid. pp.162—163.
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crown or the king, and thus the exclusion of vassalage. Through this legal regu-
lation, not only did the separation of the nobility take place, but also the formation of
a serf class, and the specific Hungarian institution of familiarity was gradually born.
The latter was already regulated during the Arpad Dynasty in Article No. XXXIII
of 1298 on the Protection of Nobles and Servants serving other Nobles.3

As a result of the gradual reduction of serfs’ rights, the crusade planned in
1514 on the basis of the Bull issued and proclaimed by Leo X, led by the Szekler
nobleman,* Gyorgy Dozsa, turned into an uprising of the serfs due to social ten-
sions;> however, the uprising was crushed by the nobility. Gyorgy Dozsa’s rebel-
lion shook Hungarian society to its foundations, unleashing emotions that deterred
the nobility from the lower classes for centuries. Following this trauma, the laws
passed during the 1514 Diet preserved the subservience of the rebels and, in con-
trast to the Western model based on wage labour, created the much less developed
institution of ‘second serfdom’, which was only completely abolished by the laws
of April 1848.6 A good example of the depth of the legal regime is Article No. TV
of 1514 on the method of compensation for damage caused by crusaders, which
regulated the method of compensation in detail.”

3,,1298. évi XXXIII. torvénycikk

a masoknak szolgdl6é nemesek; serviensek védelmérdl *

a) Ugyszintén elrendeltiik, hogy a nemesek szolgalhassanak, akiknek akarnak, onkéntes
akaratukbol.

b) Es ha valaki a hatalmasok koziil az ilyen nemeseket erdszakkal vagy hatalommal
arra (kényszeriti), hogy neki szolgaljanak, vagy 6ket emiatt személyiikben vagy vagyonukban
megsérteni vagy megterhelni (.....) (merészkedik?) (.....) (és igy?) (.....) eme rendelkezés ellen
jar el, e cselekedet altal azonnal a most hozott kikdzdsitési itélet ala essék.

¢) Es ha efféle a nemesek elnyomésarél a kiraly Grnak tudomasara jut, az ilyen elnymokat
iildozni tartozzék, hogy dket méltd biintetéssel stijthassa.”

https://tinyurl.hu/CO09 (5 May 2023).

4 The rank in Hungarian: 16f6.

5 Cf.: Geréb, Laszlo (ed.): A magyar paraszthaborik irodalma 1437-1514. Budapest, Hungaria
Koényvkiado, 1950. pp. 36-37.

¢ https://rubicon.hu/kalendarium/1514-julius-15-dozsa-gyorgy-vereseget-szenved-temes-
var-alatt (6 May 2023).

7 ,,1514. évi IV. torvénycikk

a keresztesek okozta karok megtéritésének a modja

A mi pedig azoknak a karoknak a megtéritését és helyreallitasat illeti, a melyeket a fourak-
nak és nemeseknek ugy a parasztok, mint a parasztok partjat fogd nemesek okoztak, mivel azok
nyilvan és nagy szamban torténtek s mentek végbe:

1. § Azért valaszszon az egyes varmegyékben a nemesek kozonsége az alispanok és a négy
szolgabird mellé a legszigorubb eskii alatt tizenkét jo hirnevil és tisztességes életii és allapotu
nemest, kik menjenek a nemesek minden hazanak és udvaranak a szinhelyére, és tartozzanak ott ugy
a hazakban és épiiletekhen, mint a hazi eszkdzokben és butorokban is, valamint a lovak, 6krok és
egyéb barmok s marhak elhajtasa altal okozott 6sszes karokat (a mennyiben azokat szemmel 1at-
hatjak és mélto tanusaggal folismerhetik) Isten és az 6 igazsaga szerint jol megitélni, megbecsiilni
¢és megallapitani, és arr6l ugyanaz alatt az eskii alatt a nemesek kozonségének jelentést tenni.
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After the defeat at Mohacs in 1526, the situation of serfs became even more
miserable, and as a result, serfs regularly escaped to Austrian or Moravian territories,
which led to the introduction of provisions in the law on escaped serfs:® a very striking
example of restrictive legislation on escaped serfs is Article No. XXX of 1574.°

2.2. The Urbarium and its impact, the reign of Joseph II (1780-1790.)

Another important milestone was the Urbarium Decree of 1767 issued by
Maria Theresa, which decree regulated the position of serfs. Prior to 1767, cus-
tomary law had fixed the relationship between landowners and serfs,!? leaving
much scope for abuse.!! The decree, which applied to the Habsburg Monarchy as
a whole, unified the burdens of the serfs, while at the same time ensuring their
ability to pay state taxes and to supply the army through the peasants who re-
mained in the area and did not emigrate. The fact that the 1767 decree was issued
in the first place, as Acsady has also described in detail, justified the issue of the
Urbarium. In the centuries preceding 1767, several urbaria had been issued in
Hungary, regulating the burdens of serfdom differently, so that the serfdom’s
burdens became a chaotic regulation leading to legal uncertainty, to use the mod-
ern term. 12 It is also important to note that, compared to the previous situation,
the land tenure system of Maria Theresa’s reorganisation of the manorial system
involved the consolidation of separate parts of the land, the introduction of an

2. § Es ezutan a parasztok vagy azoknak a varosoknak, mezévéarosoknak, birtokoknak, faluk-
nak a jobbagyai, a hol az el6bb emlitett karok torténtek és eléfordultak, ezeket a sértett és karvallott
féur vagy nemes részére a nemesek kzonsége részerdl arra kitlizendd hataridében megtériteni és
helyrehozni tartoznak.

3. § A kartérités azonban azokra az urakra nézve, kiknek varait a parasztok e ziirzavar idején
ezeknek rosz fentartasa miatt vették el (mert nem erdszakosan, hanem feladas kovetkeztében foglaltak
el azokat) e részben nem értendd: hanem azok legyenek kénytelenek ezeket a karokat elszenvedni.”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1000—1526. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1899. p. 709.

8 Cf.: Acsady, Ignac: A magyar jobbdagysdg torténete. Budapest: Grill Karoly Konyvkiado-
vallalata, 1908., p. 239.

9 ,1574. évi XXX. torvénycikk

az Ausztriaba és Morvaorszagba szok6 magyar jobbagyokat visszabocsassak; az ausztriai,
meg a morvadrgrofsagba tartozo jobbagyokat Magyarorszagba bebocsatani nem kell

Az orszaglakok azt is megallapitjak és elhatarozzak, hogy azokat a jobbagyokat, a kik jovore,
valamely vétség miatt, avagy masképen, barmi médon Ausztridba vagy Morvaorszagba szoknek, a
foldesurnak visszakovetelésére, az ausztriai és morva urak az ilyen szokevény jobbagyokat visszaadjak.

1. § Es viszont azokat, a kik Ausztridbol és Morvaorszagbol hasonlo okbol a magyarorszagi
részekbe szoknek, szintén vissza bocsassak.”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Térvénytar: 1526—1608. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1899. 649.

10 Cf.: Kecskeméthy, Aurél: Az uj urbéritorvény. Budapest, Heckenast, 1853. p. 5.

W https://cultura.hu/aktualis/az-orokos-jobbagysag-megszuntetese/ (1 May 2023).

12 Cf.: Acsady, 1908, pp. 280-282.
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unified taxation system and the land being surveyed. 13 Tt also resulted in censuses
of society.!4

The Urbarium issued in January 1767 obliged serfs with whole plots of land
to perform 52 days of labour (performed with a horse or cattle) or 104 days of
manual labour per year, and the ninth tithe' to be paid to the landlord was set at
one gold Florin per year. The standardisation of the regulations, however, brought
relief in many areas where serfs were subjected to more than the prescribed labour
obligations, but in others it led to increased burdens and thus dissatisfaction.'®
Maria Theresa’s son Joseph II, who came to the throne in 1780, was determined
to modernise the empire. The prelude to reforms was the Transylvanian uprising
of 1784. This made it clear to Joseph II that, to establish order, the situation of the
serfs had to be improved, and one of the main aims of Joseph II’s life was to bring
about the taxation of the nobility, but this failed, and the introduction of a public
tax was not implemented until the next century, although Joseph II put an end to
hereditary serfdom by decree in 1785.17

The decree abolished the title of “serf”, and peasants were allowed to move,
marry, learn a trade and get education without the permission of their landlord.
The possibility of being obliged to serve the landlord in person was abolished. In
1786, it was forbidden (by the regulation) to stamp on serfs, and in the same year
it was decreed that at least one lawyer should be permanently employed by the
central state authorities to defend the interests of serfs. In 1787, the legal representa-
tion of serfs was made the duty of state lawyers. Despite all these provisions, there
was little change in serf services, so the situation of the serfs did not improve
significantly in economic terms. Joseph II died in 1790 and, of the ruler’s reforms,
only the Serfs’ Decree and the decree of toleration for the free exercise of religion
remained in force. The institution of serfdom was abolished more than half a
century later by the laws of April 1848.18

3. THE YEAR 1848 AND THE POSITION OF THE SERFDOM
(THE LATER PEASANTRY)

By way of introduction, it is worth pointing out that Istvan Széchenyi — “the
greatest Hungarian” — in 1828—1829 logically deduced in his work Hitel, based on

13 Csatary, Gyorgy: Az Ungvdri Urbéri Birésdg telepiilésenkénti iratanyaga 1772—1918/44.
Ungvar—Beregszasz, 2012. p. 5.

4 Cf.: Imreh, Istvan (ed.): 4 rendtartd székely falu. Bukarest, Kriterion Koényvkiad, 1973. p. 17.

15 In Hungarian: kilenced.

16 https://cultura.hu/aktualis/az-orokos-jobbagysag-megszuntetese/ (1 May 2023).

17 https://cultura.hu/aktualis/az-orokos-jobbagysag-megszuntetese/ (1 May 2023).

18 https://cultura.hu/aktualis/az-orokos-jobbagysag-megszuntetese/ (1 May 2023).

857



Pal Szentpali-Gavallér, The Impact of the April 1848 Laws on the Transformation of Society... (853—872)

practical experiences, that serf services (such as the robot) had lost their meaning
completely.!” Ferenc Dedk was a newcomer to Hungarian national politics in
Pozsony?’ in 1833, and the Diet was discussing a draft law regulating the conditions
of the serfs, when the young politician made a speech on the same subject in
Parliament on the 2 May, in which he proposed limiting the cane penalty.?' It
should be added to the foregoing that Lajos Kossuth, the later Governor of Hun-
gary, in his speech at the Diet of 1848 in Pozsony, stressed that (a) if a serf wish-
es to pay the ninth in seed and the robot in money, he was free to do so; (b) if it
would have been inconvenient for him to serve the dues and the ninths in seed,
and the robots in money, but he wanted to pay money instead of the whole, he
should have been free to do so by converting the whole debt into money; (c) if he
wanted to pay off the capital of all his debts immediately, the landlord should be
free to accept it and the serf should be free.?> The foregoing shows that the Hun-

19 Széchenyi, Istvan: Hitel. Budapest, Neumann Kht., 2002. no page. https://mek.oszk.hu/
06100/06132/html1/hitel0007.html (7 June 2023).

,[...] Young, ki a jézanabb mezei gazdasag apostola, azt mondja: ,,a mezei gazdasag meg-
rontasara a dézmanal sikeresbet kitalalni nem lehetett”. — Mennél jobban iparkodik a jobbagy, annal
jobban biintettetik, mert mennél tobbet termeszt, annal tobbet kell adnia [...] Sok azt gondolja,*
hogy a foldesur jobbagya ellenében igy all, mint két kartyas egymas ellen, kiknek egyediil egyike
nyer, s éppen csak annyit nyerhet, mennyit a masika veszt. Ezen hibas elditélet tobbnyire mindenitt
a két felekezet kozt annyi hiedelmetlenséget sziil, hogy foldestr s jobbagy kozt baratsagos egyezés
hazankba valoban csuda. [...] A robot vagy szakmany 1étele még nagyobb figyelmet érdemel, s azon
kart, mely bel6le haramlik, éppen oly bajosan tagadhatni, mint azt, hogy 2 * 2 = 4. 60 ezer robot
egy esztendOben szintazon munkat viszi végbe, melyet 20 ezer napszammal konnyen el lehetne
végezni. S ki nem tapasztalta, ki robotban is s béresek altal, de kivalt kontraktus szerint dolgoztatott,
hogy azon munkat, melyet egy egész helyes jobbagy* rossz ekéjével, filigran szekerével, gyenge
marhajaval 52 nap, vagy tigyetlen cselédje s gyenge korti gyermeki altal* 104 nap tud végezni, maga
béresivel, jo szerszammal s erés marhaval vagy kontraktus szerint a mondott idd egyharmad része
alatt nem vihette volna végbe! A manipulans gazda sohasem tudja ott, hol robottal dolgoztat, a munka
s er6 kozt forgo helyes aranylatot feltalalni; s vagy igen sok, vagy igen kevés munkast rendel; vagy
ha eltalalna is az igazi idomatot, eldre nem lathat6 eset kdvetkezésében sokszor vagy igen sokan,
vagy igen kevesen allnak ki a munkara, s igy az urasag dolga* — a gazda keményebb vagy szelidebb
karaktere hozzajarultaval sok helyen gyakorta vagy elkeseredve, vagy nevetve vitetik végbe. [...]”

20 Nowadays: Bratislava.

2 Konyi, Mano: Dedk Ferenc beszédei. Budapest, (no data), 1903. p. 10.

22 149. Pozsony, 1848 marcius 6. Kossuth felszdlalasa az orokvaltsag targyaban érkezett
férendi valaszizenet vitajaban; https:/tinyurl.hu/SHtR (10 June 2023).

,»|--.] A masodik elv az: hogy a pénzbeli valtsagra nézve harmat szerenék kimondatni térvény
altal, a) ha valamelly jobbagy a kilenczedet magszemben, a robotot pedig pénzben akarja szolgal-
tatni, megtorténvén az evaluatio, azt neki tenni szabadsagaban all; b) ha kellemetlen volna neki a
dézmat és kilenczedet magban, a robotot pedig pénzben szolgélni, hanem az egész helyett pénzt
akar fizetni, evalualtatvan pénzre az egész urbéri tartozas, ezt is tenni szabadsagaban alljon; c) ha
Osszes tartozasainak tokéjét tiistént le akarna tenni, a foldesur azt folvenni tartozzék s a jobbagy
szabad legyen. Ezen harom javaslatot kivinnam haza vinni, ez altal el van érve, hogy a kinek ked-
ve ¢s tehetsége van magat megvaltani, annak sorsat a folesur tetszésétol felfiiggeszteni nem szabad,
tovabba a kinek nem lesz modja a tékét letenni, annak szabadsag adatik, hogy az urbéri nyomaszto
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garian political elite (or intelligentsia) in the first half of the 19t century was
unanimously on the side of serf emancipation.

3.1. 1848, the year of freedom

Political ideas were expressed on 15" of March 1848 in the form of the 12
points,?? point 7 of which was ,,Abolition of serfdom”.?*

It is worth emphasising that the abolition of serfdom was one of the most
significant and positive developments in modern Hungarian social and even legal
history, since the abolition of serfdom was the most significant part of the April
Laws of social modernisation, which manifested the victory of the civil revolution
and ensured social transformation and individual political rights. Until 1848, the
serfs, who made up around 80% of society, were excluded from full citizenship:
their rights were very limited, they lived under the authority of the nobility, they
had no political rights, and the inheritance and transfer of their property was re-
stricted by landlord’s rights of possession and fealty. 2

Moric Szentkiralyi, a politician, codified the draft law on the abolition of
serf services, but the draft generated a lot of debate, both in the district assemblies
and in the Diet (the assembly of the Estates), during which Kossuth, Dénes Paz-
mandy, Kazmér Tarndczy, Menyhért Lonyay and others expressed their opinions.
It is important to refer to the fact that the main subject of the debates was com-
pensation for the nobility and its full or partial nature.?® In Hungary, serf eman-
cipation was comprehensive: feudal services were abolished immediately and
compulsorily, as were the tithes previously paid to the Catholic Church.?” These
measures also took the form of legislation: Article No. IX of 184828 on the aboli-

viszonyokat adossagga valtoztathassa, mert az addssagi allapot nem zavarja fol az érdekeket, nem
allit osztalyt osztaly ellen ellenséges indulattal, s ebben mar nagy nyereség lesz; végre a szegényeb-
bekre nézve némelly vidékeken a kilenczednek szemben kiszolgéltatasa is megengedtetik. [...]”

23 Cf.: Niederhauser, Emil: ‘A jobbagyfelszabaditas és a nemzetiségi kérdés Kelet-Europaban.’,
p. 84. in: Torténelmi szemle, 1958/1-2; https://tti.abtk.hu/images/kiadvanyok/folyoiratok/tsz/
tsz1958 1-2/niederhauser.pdf (15 June 2023).

24 In Hungarian: ,,Urbéri viszonyok megsziintetése”

https://marciusl5.kormany.hu/a-12-pont-tortenete-2013 (10 May 2023).

2 https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

26 Dr. Sandorfy, Kamill: Torvényalkotasunk héskora. Az 1825-1848. évi reformkorszak
torvényeinek torténete. Budapest, Vaci Kir. Orsz. Fegyintézet ny., 1936. pp. 245-255.

27 https://tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

28 1848. évi IX. térvénycikk

az urbér és azt potlo szerzodések alapjan eddig gyakorlatban volt szolgalatok (robot), dézma
¢és pénzbeli fizetések megsziintetésérol

Az urbér és azt potlo szerzédések alapjan eddig gyakorlatban volt szolgalatok (robot), dézma
¢és pénzbeli fizetések, e torvény kihirdetésétdl fogva drokdsen megsziintetnek.

1. § A torvényhozas a magan foldesurak karmentesitését, a nemzeti kozbecstilet véd-paizsa
ala helyezi.
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tion of the services (robots),?’ dues and payments in money hitherto practised
according to the Urbarium (a register of serfs’ obligations) and its substitute con-
tracts, Article No. XII of 1848 on the conversion of the abolished private landlord’s
property into a public debt,** and Article No. XIII of 1848 on the abolition of the
priest’s tithe.’! Under the above-mentioned legislation, the former serfs became
the free owners of the land they cultivated, and the abolition of their personal

2. § O Felsége a magan foldesuraknak akénti karmentesitése irdnt, hogy az eddigi urbéri
tartozasokkal felérd téke érték résziikre a kozallomany altal hiany nélkiil kifizettessék, a legkd-
zelebbi orszaggyiilésnek részletesen kidolgozandd torvényjavaslatot fog magyar ministeriuma
altal eldterjesztetni. [...]

4. § Az Gri torvényhatosag megsziintetik; — ideiglenesen mig a torvénykiszolgaltatas
altalanosan rendeztetni fog, azt, polgari tigyekben a sommas perekre nézve, ott, hol rendezett els6
birdsagi hatésagu tanacsok nincsenek, a szolgabirak, — biintetd és rendes folyamatu polgari perekre
nézve pedig a megyei torvényszék fogja gyakorolni. [...]”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi térvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 232.

2 Cf.: Dr. Ferenczy, Miklos: Emlékek a szabadsdagharcrdl. Tatabanya, A Hazafias Népfront
Komarom Megyei Bizottsaga, 1978. p. 7.

301848. évi XII. torvénycikk

az urbéri megsziintetett magan uri javadalmak statusadossagga leend6 atvaltoztatasarol

Az urbéri mindennemii tartozasok a [X-ik torvénycikk altal tortént megsziintetése kovetke-
zésében rendeltetik:

1. § Hogy az orszaggyiilésnek berekesztése utan megsziinend6 urbéri javadalmak igazsagszerinti
megbecsiiltetését O Felsége ministeriuma lehetd legrovidebb id6 alatt eszkozolje.

2. § A megbecsiilés alapjaul egyediil azon haszon szolgaland, melly abbol az illetd foldesurakra
valosaggal haramlott — nem pedig azon teher, mellyet az azt szolgaltato alattvalok viseltek.

3. § A megbecsiilésnek miképen leendd eszkozlését az illetd minister hatarozandja meg, a
megbecsiilendd évi haszon értéke huszszorozva teszi a karmentesitési tokét.

4. § A megbecsiilés helyessége ellen teend6 kifogasokat az igazsag-ministerium altal orszag-
keriiletenként nevezendd négy, €s a kapcsolt Részekben kiilon egy, 6t-6t tagbol allo, és a status
altal dijazand6 valasztmany sommasan itéli el.

5. § Az ekép meghatarozandd becsérték fejében a ministerium az illetd birtokosoknak
haladéktalanul status-kotelezvényeket ad. A kotelezvények kifizetésére a kincstari fekvo javak
kottetnek le, s a ministerium felhatalmaztatik ezek alapjan kolcson eszkdzlésére, vagy az emlitett
javaknak részletenkénti eladasara. A mennyiben pedig az emlitett fekvo javak elegendék nem lennének,
a kincstari és orszagos egyéb jovedelmek is azoknak kielégitésére hypothekaul szolgalandnak.

6. § Az allomany az ekép biztositott tartozasnak kifizetését ezennel lekételezi, s azt valosagos
statusadossaganak elismeri. [...]”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi térvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 234.

31,1848, évi XIII. térvénycikk

a papi tized megsziintetésérol

Az egyhazi rend a papi tizedrdl minden karpotlas nélkiil lemondvan, az orszag Rendei ezen
a haza oltarara tett aldozatot 6rok emlékezet okaért torvénybe iktatjak, egyszersmind ezen lemon-
dasnak nyoman elhatarozzak.

1. § A papi tized, akar természetben, akar a természetbeni kiszolgaltatas helyett készpénzben
teljesitetett, és pedig akar kozvetetlentil az egyhazi rendnek, akar haszonbérlonek fizettetett, akar
0rokos szerz6dés mellett, akar kiralyi adomany altal szereztetett, ezennel 6rokre megsziintetik. [...]”
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dependence, thus effectively and formally abolishing feudalism, while the com-
pensation of the landlords was assumed by the State under the legislation.?

As a result of the April Laws, about nine million serfs became free, full
citizens in Hungary (including Croatia), and as a consequence, former serfs not
only gained personal freedoms but also free land ownership.’3 Out Of the nine
million freed serfs, 8.5 million gained some form of land ownership, at least over
the land on which their house stood. In the case of the half a million serfs, tenant
farmers and peasants who farmed on purely fallow land or had vineyards, the
freed serfs also owned land that was not covered by the law (residual land, fallow,
vineyards etc.).’* There was a question mark over the fate of the vast areas of land,
especially pastures and forests, which had hitherto been jointly used by landlords
and serfs, and which were contrary to the ideal of bourgeois land ownership, and
therefore could not be maintained in a form of joint ownership. In addition to the
foregoing, the forced sharing of land also gave rise to conflicts. From the point of
view of economic rationality, this situation also had to be eliminated, since joint
use restricted both parties in the optimal use of such property and the free disposal
of the land.?

The abolition of feudal remains was not only a matter of legal regulation, but
also a societal problem at that time, in the context of feudal land tenure, as the
legal system distinguished between allodial or manorial estates held by landlords
under their own management and the lands held by serfs in exchange for feudal
services,* the latter being recorded in surveys made on the basis of the Urbarium
of 1767 (or later land survey). The April Laws immediately put the plots of land
surveyed in these inventories into the actual ownership of their cultivators, with
compensation from the Hungarian State to the landlords.’” The social-historical
aspect of these laws is underlined by the fact that they were drafted by the Diet,
which still met in Pozsony, according to the formalities of the centuries,*® which
proves in every respect that the nobility, who were the leading section of society,
were largely progressive-minded and aware of the need to modernise society. A
further and significant problem in Hungary was the underdevelopment of credit,

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 236.

32 https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

3 https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

34 Cf.: https://tinyurl.hu/S2dB (15 June 2023).

35 https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

36 Cf.: Dr. Annasi, Ferenc: 4 jobbdgyfelszabaditds tigye Heves és Kiilsé-Szolnok Megyében
az 1848/49-es forradalom és szabadsagharc idején I1; http://publikacio.uni-eszterhazy.hu/1761/1/
215-251 Annasi.pdf (24 February 2023) p. 216.

http://publikacio.uni-eszterhazy.hu/1761/1/215-251 Annasi.pdf (31 May 2023).

37 https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

38 Kiss, Barnabds: ‘A jogegyenldség problémaja a magyar kozjogi irodalomban 1945-ig’, in:
Acta Universitatis Szegediensis : acta juridica et politica, 1996, No. 49. p. 279.
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which the April legislature sought to remedy by Article No. XIV of 1848, which
created credit institutions.?

Despite all the legislative efforts, the April laws did not settle the situation
of those who owned farmland, despite the fact that they were not an insignificant
part of the agrarian population; there were tens of thousands of such households.
Their economic importance was not insignificant either, as their settlements often
specialised in the cultivation of crops requiring specific skills.?® Until 1848, the
Hungarian nation was made up of the nobility; in other words, only a small pro-
portion of the country’s inhabitants were noble, while the majority of society did
not belong to the nation and were only “the people”. This was the basis for the
demand that all the inhabitants of the country should be made members of the
nation. In order to transform society in this way, the legal distinctions between
the landed estates (noble, civic, gentry, etc.) had to be abolished.*!

This is also where the abolition of the ancestral titles in force since 1351, in
Article XV of 1848, served to transform society in a radical way.*> A significant
achievement on the part of the House of Habsburg was the decree of 1853, Article
1 of which abolished the former manorial relationship and landlord jurisdiction,
and the rights, dues and obligations arising from them were also abolished.*

39 ,1848. évi XIV. torvénycikk

a hitelintézetrdl

1. § A hitelintézet felallitasara, Ggyszinte sziikséges tartaléktékéjének 500,000 ftig megszer-
zésére, a ministerium felhatalmaztatik.

2. § Alapszabalyait, torvényhozasi megvizsgalas és helybenhagyas végett, a legkdzelebbi
orszaggyiilés els6 évi iilésének be fogja mutatni. [...]”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi térvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 236.

40 https://tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

41 Kiss, 1996, p. 280.

42 1848. évi XV. térvénycikk

az 0siség eltorlésérol

Az 6siség eltorlése ezennel elvileg kimondatvan, rendeltetik:

1. § A ministerium az 6siség teljes és tokéletes eltorlésének alapjan a polgari térvénykonyvet
ki fogja dolgozni, és ezen torvénykonyv javaslatat a legkozelebbi orszaggyiilés elibe terjesztendi.

2. § Id6kozben a legkdzelebbi orszaggytiléseig mindazon perek folyamata, mellyek az Gsi-
ségi viszonyokbdl vették eredetiiket, és még végitélet altal befejezve nincsenek, felfiiggesztetnek;
ugyszinte illynemu pereknek meginditasa is, az 1836:14. torvénycikkely eseteit kivéve, eltiltatik.”

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi térvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 237.

43 ,1853. évi Grbéri patens

1853-diki martius 2-kén kelt csdszari nyiltparancs, az egykori foldesurak s a volt jobbagyok
¢és ezektdl kiillonb6zo banasmod alatt 1étezd foldbirtokosok kozott Magyarorszagban az urbéri
kapcsolat s ezzel rokon jogallapotok folytan fonforgd viszonyok szabalyozasa irant:

[...] 1. § A létezett urbéri kapcsolatnak s a foldesuri torvényhatosagnak megsziintetése foly-
tan, az urbéri kapcsolatbol s a foldestri torvényhatosagbol eredd és kovetkeztetett jogok, jarando-
sagok és kotelezettségek is elenyésznek.
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3.2. The position of the peasantry under dualism

The War of Independence of 1848-1849 was followed by a transitional peri-
od of two decades of silent resistance, beginning with repression by the Austrian
state, weakened by war, and culminating in the Austro-Hunagrian Compromise
of 1867. The second half of the 19™ century also saw a change in the peasant way
of life. Under the April 1848 laws, the sharp class distinction between nobles and
gentry and serfs that had existed before then was abolished, at least formally, and,
as a step in the transformation of society, the landless nobles, who made up a very
significant proportion of the nobility, were integrated into the upper peasantry,
losing their privileges. 44

The peasantry can be defined as a social stratum that supported itself pri-
marily through independent agricultural production and secondarily through oth-
er activities. For the peasantry, the maximum landholding was 100 acres, and
those with landholdings larger than this were classed as gentry. At the beginning
of the 20™ century, about 11 million Hungarians belonged to the peasantry, which
accounted for 62% of the total population of Hungary at that time. Among the
peasantry, 31% were family-sized landowners and 9% larger landowners. A larg-
er proportion of the peasantry had no or only small landholdings. The latter con-
stituted the peasant wage-earner stratum. 43

In the decades after the Compromise, laws were passed to regulate the issues
that had remained unsettled during the serf emancipation of 1848, as described
above, and after the Decree (or Patent) of 1853. Under section 2—3 of Article No.
XXXV of 1868 on the tax on wine and meat consumption,*® the wine duty was
redeemable, and under Article No. XXXV of 1871 on the settlement of the rights
and tenure relations remaining from the landlord-tenant relationship terminated.
Article No. LIIT of 1871, regulated the matter of allotments and pastures, and
released some of the landlord’s exclusive rights to the regalia, the right to distil
brandy, to open shops, to burn bricks and lime, and to keep a butcher’s shop.
Until 1871, the inner plots (the dwelling house and the surrounding farmyard) and
their border accessories (ploughs, mowing) could only be sold or bought together,
and from that time onwards the law allowed the separate sale of the accessories

2. § Az urbéri kapcsolat megsziintetése kovetkezésében a volt jobbagyok a keziikon levd
urbéri foldbirtokban (urbéri jobbagy- €s urbéri zsellértelkek) teljes tulajdoni s szabad rendelkezé-
si joggal ruhaztatnak fol, fonhagyatvan a jobbagyjavakbani 6rokddési rend s a telkek szétdarabo-
lasa irant fenallo, vagy még kibocsatand6 rendszabalyok. [...]”

https:/tinyurl.hu/FzL7 (20 May 2023).

44 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

45 https:/mek.0szk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

46 A bor- és husfogyasztasi adordl sz6o16 1868. évi XXXV. torvénycikk 2-3. §.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1836-1868. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 446.
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of the former serfs’ plots, and allowed the former landlords to buy up the former
serfs’ plots. It was only in 1896, the year of the Millennium, that the cottagers
were allowed to redeem their servitude for the land they had been using. In addi-
tion, the development of infrastructure brought about significant changes in the
life of the peasantry,*’ two essential elements of which were the implementation
of river regulations and the construction of the railways.*® In the decades up to
the First World War, agriculture underwent radical changes.* It was then that
Hungary, enjoying relative freedom under the dualist state structure, became a
major grain exporter in Europe. It was then that the agricultural society became
dominated by commodity production.>®

4. DUALISM, LE. THE ERA OF TRANSFORMATION,
THE EMERGENCE OF WORKING CLASS

The agricultural sector lost much of its weight during the dualism. At the
time of the Compromise, agriculture accounted for 60% of Hungary’s total na-
tional income but, by the years before the First World War, its share had fallen to
44%, although it remained the most important factor in the national economy.
Agriculture accounted for 75% of the population at the beginning of the period
and 62% at the end. Over the period as a whole, agricultural output growth slowed:
the annual growth rate of 3—4% in the first decades of the 20 century fell to 1.7%,
while the output of the other two sectors of the economy — industry and services
— grew by 4-5% per year. This is linked to the fact that an unhealthy land tenure
structure was created in the agricultural sector after the abolition of serfdom.>!

The need for public support to ensure the competitiveness of agriculture was
raised. The agrarian movement, a political force representing the interests of the
sector, called for the introduction of protective tariffs on agriculture and state
support for agricultural loans. In this connection, the aforementioned Article No.
XX of 1878% on the subject of regulation was adopted — rather late, in the author’s

47 A majorsagi zsellérbirtokrol s az ehhez hasonld természetl birtokokrol szolo 1896. évi
XXV. torvénycikk.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1896. évi torvényczikkek.
Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1897. p. 63.

48 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

49 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

30 https:/mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

SUhttps://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

52 A magyar korona orszagai és O Felsége tobbi kiralysagai és orszagai kozt kotott vam- és
kereskedelmi szovetségrol szolo 1878. évi XX. torvénycikk.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1877—1878. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 190.
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opinion — and it took more than a decade for this legislation to be adopted. It should
be noted that the agrarians were also successful in influencing government poli-
cy, as the protective tariffs introduced at least succeeded in keeping competition
out of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy’s market and, as a result, the market was
monopolistic in practice), but the development of agriculture was not primarily
due to state intervention, but to adaptation to market competition.*?

Hungary’s industry was still at a relatively low level around the time of the
Compromise of 1867. The direction of development was determined by the econ-
omy’s endowments, as the food industry became the leading sector of modern
industrialisation in the agrarian country, which was already at the forefront of
world industry in the 1860s and 1870s, and the capital, Budapest, was the largest
milling centre in the world until the 1890s. This was also due to the fact that the
Hungarian milling industry also processed large quantities of imported Balkan
grain. It was also during this period that the foundations of large-scale meat pro-
cessing were laid, including plants such as the Herz and Pick salami factories. The
sugar industry flourished in the 1890s, mainly thanks to state industrial patronage
and state intervention. The internationally important spirit, tobacco and wood
processing industries exploited the raw material base of agriculture. In Hungary,
the real industrial revolution began in the 1880s, when the economy entered a
period of regular growth, in that its output increased faster each year than the
population grew.>* It is important to add that, during dualism, the old social stra-
tum — the peasantry — was joined by the labour force, as a new layer of industry
and a social policy that supported it emerged.

At the end of Dualism, the opportunities created by the development of the
joint Austro-Hungarian forces on the one hand and the opportunities offered by
exports on the other led to the development of the military industry. Thanks to
military supplies, the Weiss Manfréd concern in Csepel grew into one of the
country’s largest industrial complexes, and the Monarchy’s largest cannon factory
was established in Gy6r in 1913. %6 Diosgy6r was similarly developed as a centre
for state steel production. 3’

The development of infrastructure was central to economic modernisation,
and, as a result, more than half of the investment under dualism was devoted to
the two most important areas: the construction of waterways and the development

33 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/htm1/index7.html (2 May 2023).

54 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

55 Hanak, Péter: ‘Vazlatok a szazadel magyar tarsadalmarol’, p. 211. in: Torténelmi szemle,
1962/2; https:/tti.abtk.hu/images/kiadvanyok/folyoiratok/tsz/tsz1962 2/hanak.pdf (30 May 2023).

36 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

57 Paulinyi, Akos: Iparpolitika Magyarorszigon és Ausztridban, és a gazdasdgi integracié
problémaja (1880-1914); http://acta.bibl.u-szeged.hu/41069/1/aetas_2002_002_003_271-293.pdf
(30 May 2023). p. 277.
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of the railway network. As a result, by the end of the 19" century the country’s
natural landscape had been radically transformed: lowland rivers were regulated
and dammed, inland waterways and marshes were channelised, and the country
was criss-crossed by railway embankments and telegraph lines.>®

In 1873, the economic crisis slowed down the development of the railway
network for almost a decade, but from 1882 onwards. new railway lines were built
again rapidly, and by 1890 the length of the railway lines exceeded 11,000 kilo-
metres. The state was already involved as a contractor. Between 1880 and 1891,
due to abuses of interest rate insurance, almost all the main lines were taken over
by the state, under the management of the Hungarian State Railways (hereinafter
MAV). Under the leadership of Gabor Baross, the railway network became one
of the most important instruments of economic recovery, and MAV became a
powerful and profitable public utility. The introduced rail tariff system helped the
single internal market to develop effectively, and made both freight and passenger
transport cheaper over longer distances.>

The Hungarian economy was increasingly linked to the world economy: at
the time of the Compromise, exports accounted for 30% of national income and,
by the years before World War I, 45% of total foreign trade was on the export side.
Between 75% and 80% of this was associated with the western territories of the
Monarchy.®® Typically, these processes were also promoted by the legislature,
passed by the Article No. XLIV of 1881 on state preferences for domestic industry,
which favoured several economic sectors through state intervention.°!

38 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

3 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

%0 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

¢l A hazai iparnak adand6 allami kedvezményekr6l sz616 1881. évi XLIV. torvénycikk:

,.1. § Allami kedvezményekben részesittetnek:

1. A technika jelen fejlédése szerint berendezett azon gyarak, a melyek Magyarorszagon eddig
el6 nem allitott czikkeket készitenek.

2. A technika jelen fejlédése szerint berendezett kovetkezd, mar létezd, vagy ezentul felallitandd
gyarak, és pedig:

a) azon gyarak, a melyekben sarga rézaruk, sarga rézpléh, czink, czinkpléh, drot, drotszeg,
fémkeverékbdl valo aruk, zomanczozott vasedények, szerszamgépek, munkagépek, gézgépek és
gdzkazanok, zomgorak, electrodynamikus késziilékek, fegyverek, porczellan, tabla- és tiikoriiveg,
iveg regenerativ fiit6-késziilékkel, kaucsuk, cellulose, tapétak, conservek, cognac, soda, kénsav,
aszfalt késziil;

b) a rizshantolé malmok; a mezégazdasag kiegészitd részét képezd szeszgyarak; selyemfono-,
szOvo- és festdgyarak; gyapjufono-, szovo- appretirozo-gyarak; pamutfond-, szovo- s fehéritd-gyarak;
len- és kendertord és kikészito telepek; len- és kenderfonod-, szovo- fehéritd- és appretirozo-gyarak;
kotszovészeti gyarak.

3. Azon poszto6 fonalgyarak, a melyek Mule-Jenny géppel legalabb 120 orsoval és egy méter
széles kartoloval vannak berendezve.

4. Azon posztd-szovogyarak, a melyek legalabb hat szovdszékkel dolgoznak.

5. Azon pamut-, len- és kenderszvé-gyarak, a melyekben legalabb tiz mechanikai, vagy miiszo-
v6szék van alkalmazva. [...]”
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The fairs and markets lost their importance in international and long-distance
trade, but they still played a significant role in the internal flow of goods, and a
large part of everyday needs were met there. Small producers (peasants and crafts-
men) largely sold their products there themselves, but the number of professional
market traders and market stallholders also increased severalfold. The number of
hawkers and itinerant traders declined.®?

During the dualism, modern institutions of commodity exchange were also
established in Hungary, and the Budapest Commodity and Value Exchange played
a central role in the flow of goods and capital. It was under the jurisdiction of a
separate court according to the Article No. II of 1870 on the Restoration of the
Separate Courts of the Commodity and Value Exchange in Pest and the Rural
Produce and Grain Halls.®® As retail trade was transformed, more and more of it
was transferred to permanent shops. In the villages, the emergence of general
stores was the first step forward, while in the cities, which were developing at a
time of explosive urbanisation,®* the specialisation of shops was already well
advanced. By the end of the 19™ and the beginning of the 20™ century, the first
department stores had appeared in the capital, following the example of Paris.®
In addition to the above, one of the most important prerequisites for the develop-
ment of the Hungarian capitalist economy was the development of a modern
credit system, and it was in this area that of Hungary’s economy was most suc-
cessful at catching up during the decades of dualism.%¢

In 1867, there were only four banks, one land credit institution and 79 savings
and loan associations. The political stability brought about by the Compromise
and the European boom of 1866-1867 led to a veritable frenzy of bank creation,
with 564 new credit institutions being established by the 1870s. It was in these years

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1881. évi torvényczikkek.
Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896. p. 206.

62 https:/mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

93 A pesti aru- és értékt6zsde, valamint a vidéki termény és gabonacsarnokok kiilon birdsa-
gainak visszaallitasarol szol6 1870. évi 1. térvénycikk:

1. § A pesti aru- és értéktdzsde birosaga, mint valasztott birosag, hatosagara, hataskorére
és eljarasara nézve, ugy, mint az az 1868:LIV. tc. életbelépte eldtt fennallott, a torvényhozas vég-
leges intézkedéseig visszaallittatik.

2. § Az 1. § intézkedése kiterjesztetik azon valasztott birésagokra is, melyek az orszag tobb
varosaiban 1étez6 termény- vagy gabona-csarnok kebelében, az 1868:LIV. tc. életbelépte eldtt
fensébb helyen jovahagyott alapszabalyok erejénél fogva tényleg fennallottak.

3. § Azon termény- és gabona-csarnokokat, a melyek kebelében a fentebbi 2. § értelmében
a létezett valasztott birésagok visszaallittatnak, a kereskedelmi- és igazsagiigyministerek nyilva-
nossagra fogjak hozni. [...] https:/tinyurl.hu/DBJR (31 May 2023).

4 Gyani, Gabor: Reflexiék. (no data), 19999.; https://epa.oszk.hu/02100/02120/00028/pdf/
ORSZ_BPTM_TBM_28 009.pdf (1 May 2023). p.

% https:/mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

%6 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).
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that the new type of bank became established in our country, not only in the usu-
al banking business, but also in the establishment of industrial and commercial
companies, the building of railways, and the sale and purchase of real estate. The
most important of the banks, the Magyar Altalanos Hitelbank, invested its capital
primarily in railway construction, but also set up factories and, because of its
excellent international background, also performed state banking functions. This
boom came to an end in 1873 with the crash of the Vienna and then the Pest stock
exchanges. From 1890 onwards, new banks and, in particular, savings banks were
established at a rapid pace. Credit cooperatives also proliferated, set up to meet
the small credit needs of the people.®’

Budapest, unified from 1873 onwards, fulfilled and even surpassed the re-
formist dreams of its development at an ever-faster pace. Hungarian governments
made it a priority to develop Budapest into a metropolis on a par with Vienna.
The building of the capital became a national cause, a symbol of self-determina-
tion. In 1910, 5% of the population of historic Hungary lived in Budapest, but 32%
of large industrial enterprises were based here, 31% of the workforce worked here,
half of the telephone exchanges were connected here, and every second newspaper,
magazine and book was published here. The capital’s economic and cultural su-
premacy was thus already evident across the historic borders.®

5. SUMMARY

A significant stratum of medieval Hungarian society was the serf, and later
— thanks to the achievements of the April Laws of 1848 and the patent of 1853 —
the peasant stratum, from which a part of the working class developed during the
industrialisation of the Dual Monarchy. It is important to point out that these two
layers bore the burden of maintaining the country. It is for this reason that, in the
author’s opinion, the abolition of serfdom was the high point of the 1848 legislation.
In connection with the latter, it is worth quoting the opinion of P4l Burian, a mil-
itary officer in the Hungarian War of Independence, formulated and recorded in
1883, regarding the achievements of 1848/1849: “The wonders and foresights of
an idea inspired by an unshakable pure patriotism, such as not our poor country,
but the history of the world cannot show a second. Let the sons learn from this to
love their country purely and unselfishly [...]”.%°

7 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

8 https://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (2 May 2023).

% A rendithetetlen tiszta hazaszeretet altal inspiralt [Angész csudai és eldre latasai, min6t
nem szegény hazank, hanem a vilagtorténet sem mutathat fel méasodikat. Fiuk tanuljanak ebbdl
szeretni a hazat tisztan és onzetlentl, [...]”

Captain Pal Burjan (Burian) (1817-1897) was a lieutenant in the Jaszkun District Volunteer
National Guard Battalion from September 1848. In January 1849, he became a lieutenant in the
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The Compromise accelerated the development of the Hungarian capitalist
economy by creating orderly political relations and stability in the Monarchy, and
by granting the Hungarian state self-determination based on limited sovereignty.
Under dualism, Hungary began to catch up economically, with an average annual
increase of 2,5-3% in GDP and 2% in per capita national income. In Europe, only
Sweden, Denmark and Germany achieved faster growth. This growth was made
possible by mechanisation and the use of modern technology, on the one hand,
and by the prevalence of capitalism on the other. By the beginning of the 20
century, Hungary had become an agro-industrial country with a well-developed
food industry and significant exports, and had left the ranks of the states that had
stagnated in traditional farming. The agricultural sector accounted for only 44%
of national income, while the industrial sector produced 25% and the service
sector 31%. As such, it can be seen as a great achievement of the Reconciliation that,
from 1867 onwards, the economic gap between Hungary and the industrialising
countries of Western and Central Europe, which had been growing since the 16
century, began to narrow. Unfortunately, however, even in this respect Hungary
did not reach the level of the richest countries, as it was ahead of Russia, the Balkan
states, Spain and Portugal in terms of per capita national income, but lagged behind
Italy and Scandinavia, not to mention the most developed Western countries,
behind which, it should be pointed out, the ‘hinterland’ of the colonies provided
not inconsiderable support (e.g. the British colonies). Furthermore, it can be said
that Hungarian development reduced the disadvantage of Hungary compared to
the western provinces of the Habsburg Empire.”

It should be emphasised that the broad-mindedness of the 19t century elite
is confirmed by the fact that the transformation of society between 1848 and 1867
led to the development of Hungarian society, the industrialisation of the country
and a great deal of urbanization. The significance of the 1867 Compromise, there-
fore, lies in the fact that it paved the way for the Austro-Hungarian Empire (along
with Japan)’! to enter the First World War, in parallel with the Meiji Restoration,
which began in Japan in 1867—1868, and through industrialisation similar to that
of Japan.

And the tragic consequences of the last four years of dualism, for Hungary
and its people, are known to all.

65th Battalion of the Hungarian Army, and later a captain in the 3rd Corps until the capitulation
at Vilagos.

http://1848 vfmk.hu/arckepek.html (7 June 2023.).

70 https:/mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (3 May 2023).

7! Another Japanese-Hungarian parallel: the term used for the Japanese emperor — of ,,divine”
descent — is ,,Jenno”, while in Hungarian we refer to the Creator of the existing World as ,,Isten”.

869



Pal Szentpali-Gavallér, The Impact of the April 1848 Laws on the Transformation of Society... (853—872)

REFERENCES

149. Pozsony, 1848 marcius 6. Kossuth felszolalasa az orékvaltsag targydaban érkezett
forendi valaszizenet vitajaban; https:/tinyurl.hu/SHtR (10 June 2023).

Acsady, Ignac: A magyar jobbagysdg tortéenete. Budapest: Grill Karoly Konyvkiado-
vallalata, 1908. )

Csatary, Gyorgy: Az Ungvari Urbéri Birosag telepiilésenkénti iratanyaga 1772—1918/44.
Ungvar—Beregszasz, 2012.

Dr. Annasi, Ferenc: 4 jobbagyfelszabaditas iigye Heves és Kiilsé-Szolnok Megyében
az 1848/49-es forradalom és szabadsdagharc idején I1; http://publikacio.uni-esz-
terhazy.hu/1761/1/215-251 Annasi.pdf (24 February 2023)

Dr. Ferenczy, Miklos: Emlékek a szabadsagharcrol. Tatabanya, A Hazafias Népfront
Komérom Megyei Bizottsaga, 1978.

Dr. Sandorfy, Kamill: 76rvényalkotasunk héskora. Az 1825-1848. évi reformkorszak
torvényeinek térténete. Budapest, Vaci Kir. Orsz. Fegyintézet ny., 1936.

Geréb, Laszl6 (ed.): 4 magyar paraszthaboruk irodalma 1437-1514. Budapest, Hungaria
Koényvkiado, 1950.

Gyani, Gabor: Reflexiok. (no data), 1999; https://epa.oszk.hu/02100/02120/00028/pdf/
ORSZ BPTM _TBM 28 009.pdf (1 May 2023).

Hanak, Péter: ‘Vazlatok a szazadel6 magyar tarsadalmarol’, p. 211. in: Torténelmi szemle,
1962/2; https:/tti.abtk.hu/images/kiadvanyok/folyoiratok/tsz/tsz1962 2/hanak.pdf

111¢s, Jozsef: Bevezetés a magyar jog torténetébe. Budapest, Rényi Karoly Konyvki-
ado-Vallalata, 1910.

Imreh, Istvan (ed.): 4 rendtarto székely falu. Bukarest, Kriterion Kényvkiad, 1973.

Kiss, Barnabas: ‘A jogegyenldség problémaja a magyar kozjogi irodalomban 1945-ig’,
in: Acta Universitatis Szegediensis : acta juridica et politica, 1996, No. 49.

Kecskeméthy, Aurél: Az uj urbéritorvény. Budapest, Heckenast, 1853.

Konyi, Mano: Dedk Ferenc beszédei. Budapest, (no data), 1903.

Markus, Dezsé (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytdr: 1000—1526. évi
torvényczikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1899.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1526—1608. évi
torvényczikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1899.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytdr: 1836-1868. évi
torvényczikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896.

Markus, Dezsé (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1877-1878. évi
torvényczikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896.

Markus, Dezs0 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Térvénytar: 1881. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1896.

Markus, Dezs6 (ed.): Corpus Juris Hungarici Magyar Torvénytar: 1896. évi torvény-
czikkek. Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1897.

Niederhauser, Emil: ‘A jobbagyfelszabaditas és a nemzetiségi kérdés Kelet-Europa-
ban.’, p. 84. in: Torténelmi szemle, 1958/1-2; https://tti.abtk.hu/images/kiadva-
nyok/folyoiratok/tsz/tsz1958 1-2/niederhauser.pdf (15 June 2023).

Paulinyi, Akos: Iparpolitika Magyarorszagon és Ausztridaban, és a gazdasdgi integrdcio
problémdja (1880-1914); http://acta.bibl.u-szeged.hu/41069/1/aetas_2002_002
003_271-293.pdf (30 May 2023).

870



360puuk pagosa [IpasHor paxynrera y HoBom Cany, 3/2023

Széchenyi, Istvan: Hitel. Budapest, Neumann Kht., 2002.

http://1848 vfmk.hu/arckepek.html (7 June 2023).

https://cultura.hu/aktualis/az-orokos-jobbagysag-megszuntetese/ (1 May 2023).

https:/rubicon.hu/kalendarium/1514-julius-15-dozsa-gyorgy-vereseget-szenved-temes-
var-alatt (6 May 2023).

https://marciusl5.kormany.hu/a-12-pont-tortenete-2013 (10 May 2023).

https:/mek.oszk.hu/01900/01905/html/index7.html (30 April 2023).

https:/tinyurl.hu/bJ3g (1 May 2023).

https:/tinyurl.hu/CO09 (5 May 2023).

https:/tinyurl.hu/DBJR (31 May 2023).

https:/tinyurl.hu/FzL7 (20 May 2023).

https:/tinyurl.hu/S2dB (15 June 2023).

871



Pal Szentpali-Gavallér, The Impact of the April 1848 Laws on the Transformation of Society... (853—872)

Ilan Centuitanu-I asanep

HUnciuunyi @epeny Magn 3a yiiopegro upaso
pal.szentpali-gavaller@mfi.gov.hu

ORCID ID: 0000-0002-8376-262X

YrTunaj 3akona u3 anpuJja 1848.
Ha npeodpaxaj IPylITBA U YKHJAAlke KMETCTBA

Caxcemmiax: Ciuyguja oitucyje paszeoj kmeuiciusa, ycuianax /losice Bepha, koju
Cy U3A36aU gPYWIBEeHU CYKOOU, OTpaHUYerbe KMeliciea u reloge ipasHe iocie-
guye. 3nauajua upekpeiunuya ouo je Ypoapuym uz 1767. logune, HakoH ueia cy
yeaeguna jow gea ognyuyjvha gaiiyma: Pesonyyuja 1848. u Ayciupo-ylapcka Ha-
1ogba u3z 1867. Osa iiocnegrva je iakohe buna 3Hawajua o wome wilo je oteopuid
iyt Ayciupoyiapckoj (tiopeg Jaiiana) ga yhe y llpsu ceetticku pait, ilapaneiro u
Ha cauuan Havun ca Meuhu peciuaypayujom xoja je iouena y Jaiiany 1867—1868.

Ciuyguja oypiiasa ogHoce usmely KMeciiea u ce/bauiiéa He camo Uz iupas-
HO-UCTUOPUJCKOT, 6€h U U3 eKOHOMCKE U gPYUWIIEEHO-UCTUOPUJCKe HepCileKiiuee.

Kawyune peuu: Ypoapuym uz 1767, Aupuncku sakonu, wpancpopmayuja gpy-
winea, yKugare kmetuciusa, Ayciipo-yiapcka naiogoa, Ayciupoylapcka.

Harywm npujema pana: 22.06.2023.
Jatym noctaBibama KoHAUHe Bep3uje paja: 31.10.2023.
Hatym npuxBarama paga: 13.11.2023.

872





