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Abstract:The aut hors ex plo re the so cial and le gal sta tus of un mar ried wo-
men and so cial ru les and cu stoms af fec ting the ir be ha vi or re la ted to mar ri a ge 
and the re la ti on ship bet we en men and wo men in the 19th and early 20th cen tu ri es 
in Cro a tia, which was then a part of the Au strian Em pi re i.e. Au stro-Hun ga rian 
Mo narchy. The re se arch is fo un ded on two dif fe rent cor po ra. The first en com-
pas ses re le vant le gal acts re gu la ting mar ri a ge at that ti me, in clu ding spe cial 
ru les for royal sol di ers re gar ding the ir rights to get mar ried. The se cond part of 
the re se arch is fo un ded on new spa per an no un ce ments, spe ci fi cally: ma tri mo nial 
and con tact ads, in which men and wo men ex press the ir wish to me et a po ten tial 
spo u se or lo ver. The cor pus of ads is ex cerp ted from the lo cal new spa pers of 
Osi jek Die Drau and Sla vo nische Pres se, pu blis hed in the Ger man lan gu a ge in 
the ex plo red hi sto ri cal pe riod. The is su es of both new spa pers pu blis hed bet we en 
1870 and 1938 are ava i la ble in di gi ta li zed ver si ons. Ma tri mo nial and con tact ads 
by men and wo men as po ten tial spo u ses or lo ve co u ples re pre sent a va lu a ble so-
ur ce of in for ma tion abo ut so cial ru les and cu stoms re la ted to mar ri a ge and the 
re la ti on ship bet we en men and wo men when so cial com mu ni ca tion and so cial 
me dia we re very li mi ted. The pa per aims to pre sent le gal ru les re gu la ting men’s 
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and wo men’s rights and du ti es re la ting to mar ri a ge but al so to shed light on how 
com mu ni ca tion bet we en po ten tial lo ve part ners or spo u ses thro ugh prin ted me dia 
in flu en ced the so cial po si tion and iden tity of wo men by analyzing re le vant new-
spa per ads from le gal, so cio-ps ycho lo gi cal, and so cio-lin gu i stic po ints of vi ew.

Keywords: le gal aspect of mar ri a ge; so cial ru les; lo ve and mar ri a ge; new-
spa per ads; Cro a tia. 

1. IN TRO DUC TION: COR PUS, GOAL AND MET HO DO LOGY

In this pa per, the aut hors ex plo re the le gal and so cial po si tion of wo men by 
analyzing ma tri mo nial and con tact ads pu blis hed by men and wo men in lo cal 
new spa pers in the Cro a tian city of Osi jek from a hi sto ri cal per spec ti ve. The main 
goal of the pa per is to ex plo re the so cial and le gal sta tus of un mar ried wo men and 
pre sent so cial ru les and cu stoms re la ted to the re la ti on ship bet we en men and wo-
men se e king for lo ve and/or mar ri a ge by the end of the 19th and early 20th cen tu-
ri es. It was the ti me when the com mu ni ca tion bet we en men and wo men as po ten-
tial lo ve co u ples or spo u ses was very li mi ted. Con tacts we re esta blis hed thro ugh 
the me di a tion of fa mily, fri ends, and re la ti ves, by ex chan ging let ters, or by ads in 
lo cal new spa pers. The lat ter was ava i la ble to hig her or mid dle-class mem bers who 
we re li te ra te at that ti me and co uld af ford to pu blish the ir ads in the new spa pers. 
In that sen se, the num ber and con tents of exam ples ex plo red pro vi de in sight in to 
the so cial sta tus and be ha vi or mo dels of (young) wo men from the ur ban mid dle-
class as in flu en ced by the ir so cial and cul tu ral set tings. Due to the le gal bac kgro-
und it of fers, and its re se arch cor pus that en com pas ses dif fe rent types of ads 
pu blis hed in the Ger man lan gu a ge, this study is of in ter di sci pli nary cha rac ter, 
con nec ting the do ma ins of law, so cial psycho logy, and so cio-lin gu i stics.

In the the o re ti cal part of the pa per, the aut hors pre sent the so cial en vi ron ment 
and ma tri mo nial rights of the se cond half of the 19th and early 20th cen tu ri es in 
Cro a tia. The so cial mi li eu of the city of Osi jek is shortly pre sen ted as well as a 
typi cal re pre sen ta ti ve of Cro a tian ur ban set tings of that ti me. The main part pre-
sents the re se arch in to ma tri mo nial and con tact ads pu blis hed by men and wo men 
in the new spa pers Die Drau and Sla vo nische Pres se bet we en 1870 and 1938. The 
two new spa pers are ava i la ble to day in the di gi ta li zed ver sion as re sult of the in ter-
na ti o nal GIP pro ject1 con duc ted by the Uni ver sity Jo sip Ju raj Stros smayer of Osi-
jek, the Uni ver sity of Gieβen, and DAAD. Die Drau was prin ted daily from 1872 
to 1938 and Sla vo nische Pres se from 1885 to 1920s but with in ter rup ti ons. All the 

1 Spu ren de utscher Sprac he, Li te ra tur und Kul tur in Kro a tien (pro ject No. 57338369) of the 
Uni ver sity Jo sip Ju raj Stros smayer of Osi jek, the Uni ver sity of Gieβen, and DAAD; the new spa pers 
are ava i la ble on the plat form https://es se ki a na.ein di go.net /?dd=l&q.
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is su es we re scan ned pa ge by pa ge, so it was not pos si ble to ex cerpt one spe ci fic ad 
from adver ti se ment pa ges by using IT met ho do logy. It was ne ces sary to lo ok for 
ma tri mo nial and con tact ads on every pa ge, to cre a te da ta ba sis of all re le vant ads, 
or ga ni ze them in to gro ups, analyze them, and fi nally draw con clu si ons.

2. SO CIAL AND LE GAL BAC KGRO UND

Osi jek is a mul ti lin gual and mul ti cul tu ral city in ha bi ted mostly by do mi ci le 
Cro a ti ans and the set tlers from Ger man-spe a king co un tri es, whi le the Ser bian 
and Hun ga rian po pu la tion in ha bi ted the su burbs of the city. From the la te 17th 
cen tury on wards, in three hi sto ri cal set tle ment wa ves or ga ni zed by the Royal 
Co urt of Vi en na, mi li tary for ces, craftsmen, far mers, and in du stri als from Ba den-
Würt tem berg, Hes sen, Ba va ria, and so me ot her Ger man-spe a king parts of the 
Au strian Em pi re in ha bi ted Osi jek and the sur ro un ding area. The se set tle ments 
sha ped the eco no mic and in du strial de ve lop ment of the city and de ter mi ned its 
mul ti cul tu ral and mul ti lin gual cha rac ter. No won der that Ger man be ca me a lan-
gu a ge of pu blic com mu ni ca tion. Ac cor ding to the cen sus of 1902, 53.88 % of 
ci ti zens we re spe a king that lan gu a ge2. 

The end of the 19th cen tury and the early 20th cen tury was the pe riod of the 
En lig hten ment that was mar ked by the de ve lop ment of sci en ce and ap pre ci a tion 
of cul tu re and arts in so cial li fe and by the in du strial re vo lu tion in the eco nomy. 
This in flu en ced po si ti vely the so cial po si tion of wo men due to bet ter edu ca tion 
pos si bi li ti es and in cre a sed em ployment op por tu ni ti es for wo men. Wo men from 
mid dle and lo wer so cial clas ses got the op por tu nity for fi nan cial in de pen den ce, 
which in cre a sed the ir au to nomy in pri va te and pu blic li fe3. The li te racy ra te in the 
fe ma le po pu la tion grew as well, which con tri bu ted to in cre a sed fre e dom of pu blic 
com mu ni ca tion. As a re sult, dif fe rent job ads, job of fers, and bu si ness adver ti se-
ments by wo men co uld be fo und in the new spa pers pu blis hed in Osi jek and ot her 
ci ti es at that ti me. Alt ho ugh the job of a te ac her was the first pu blic oc cu pa tion 
open to wo men, fe ma le te ac hers we re paid less than the ir ma le col le a gu es4. The 
li be ral laws pas sed un der the Cro a tian Ban Ivan Ma žu ra nić equ a li zed the month-
ly wa ges of men and wo men in 1874, but in 1888, un der the amend ments to the 
sa me law, fe ma le te ac hers we re not al lo wed to ma rry5. The royal de ci sion of 1901 

2 Ag ne za Sza bo, „So ci jal ni sa stav sta nov niš tva“, Od tur skog do su vre me nog Osi je ka (eds. 
Ive Ma žu ran et. al.), Osi jek 1996, 158. 

3 Je le na Čer ve njak, Zla ta Ži va ko vić-Ker že, „Mo der ni za cij ska kre ta nja i po lo žaj že na u gra-
du Osi je ku na pri je la zu 19. u 20. sto lje će“, Scri nia Sla vo ni ca, 2014, Vol. 14., No. 1., 134. 

4 Eli se Kra sno hor ska, „Bo he mia“, The Wo man qu e sti on in Eu ro pe: a se ri es of ori gi nal es says 
(ed. The o do re Stan ton), New York 1884, 452.

5 An tun Cu vaj, Gra đa za po vi jest škol stva Kra lje vi na Hr vat ske i Sla vo ni je – Sve zak VI., 
Za greb 1911, 373. 
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ena bled girls to en roll the stu di es at the Uni ver sity of Za greb6, which led to an 
in cre a sed num ber of edu ca ted wo men at the be gin ning of the 20th cen tury. 

2.1.LawsonmarriageinCroatiainthe19thandearly20thcenturies

From a le gal-hi sto ri cal po int of vi ew, mar ri a ge as a so cial in sti tu tion was 
very im por tant for both the sta te and the Church as it was seen as the fo un da tion 
of so ci ety. In the Mid dle Ages, the Church had ju ris dic tion in ma tri mo nial mat-
ters, whi le the sta te de alt with the ci vil le gal con se qu en ces of mar ri a ge. Ac cor ding 
to the Ca tec hism of Cat ho lic Ma tri mo nial Law of 1886, mar ri a ge is “a com ple te 
and in di vi si ble union of li fe bet we en hus band and wi fe, cre a ted ac cor ding to the 
will of God. Chri stian mar ri a ge is a sac ra ment by which two free per sons, ma le 
and fe ma le, are mar ried, and re ce i ve gra ce from God to fa ith fully ful fill the ir 
ma ri tal du ti es un til de ath”7. It was in the En lig hten ment Era that the sta te be gan 
to enact ru les on mar ri a ge (ma tri mo nial law). Con se qu ently, in the ob ser ved pe-
riod, mar ri a ge was re gu la ted by both the sta te and the church law, i.e. by the pro-
vi si ons of the Ci vil Law and the Ec cle si a sti cal Law8. 

The first ma jor chan ge in ma tri mo nial law in the Hab sburg Mo narchy oc-
cur red when Jo seph II (1765–1790) bro ught new re gu la ti ons on mar ri a ge that 
we re dif fe rent from church laws. The two most im por tant laws con cer ning mar-
ri a ge we re The Im pe rial Act of Au gust 30, 1782, and The Im pe rial Act of Ja nu ary 
16, 1783. Un der tho se acts, mar ri a ge was con si de red a ci vil con tract un der the 
sta te ju ris dic tion, i.e. un der the Ci vil Law re gu la tion and ju ris dic tion9. The se pro-
vi si ons and ide as of the Jo sep hi ne laws we re la ter adop ted in to the Ge ne ral Ci vil 
Co de (GCC). GCC was in tro du ced in the King dom of Dal ma tia on Ja nu ary 1, 
1816, whi le in the King doms of Hun gary, Cro a tia and Sla vo nia and the Vo i vo des-
hip of Ser bia and of Te meschwar it was im ple men ted in la ter years, af ter the Act 
of No vem ber 29, 1852, en te red in to for ce. The Art. 3 of the Im pe rial Act re la ted 
to the va lid con clu sion of mar ri a ge, le ga lity of mar ri a ge, se pa ra tion from the ta ble 
and bed, and the ter mi na tion of the mar ri a ge. Tho se ru les did not apply to the 
mem bers of the Ro man Cat ho lic, the Gre ek-Uni ted (Gre ek Cat ho lics), and Gre ek-
Non -Uni ted (Ort ho dox) re li gi ons with re si den ce in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia. For the 
mem bers of tho se re li gi ons, the ir de no mi na ti o nal ma tri mo nial laws we re ap plied.10 
On the ot her hand, spe cial pro vi si ons on mar ri a ge from the GCC ap plied to Pro-

6 Din ko Žu pan, Men tal ni kor zet: spol na po li ti ka obra zo va nja že na u Ban skoj Hr vat skoj 
(1868- 1918), Osi jek 2013, 107-110. 

7 Jael We ber, Ka te ki zam ka to lič kog že nid be nog pra va, Sa ra je vo 1886, 10-11. 
8 Lji lja na Do brov šak, „Že nid be no (brač no) pra vo u 19. sto lje ću u Hr vat skoj“, Cro a ti ca Chri-

sti a na Pe ri o di ca, 2005, Vol. 29., No. 56., 77. 
9 Edo Lo vrić, Stu di je iz že nid be no ga pra va ili Že nid ba i nje zi ni bit ni mo men ti, Za greb 1900, 

1-9. 
10 Adolf Ruš nov, Tu mač Ob će mu au strij sko mu gra djan sko mu za ko ni ku, Za greb 1910, 98. 
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te stants and Jews, with spe cial pro vi si ons re la ting to ma tri mo nial rights and du-
ti es of the Je wish po pu la tion (Ar tic les 124-136 GCC).11, 12

The im pro ve ment of re la ti ons bet we en the Church and the Mo narchy led to 
the con clu sion of the Im pe rial Act bet we en Po pe Pi us IX and the Em pe ror Fran cis 
Jo seph I (1848–1916). Ar tic le X of the said Act sti pu la tes that Cat ho lic mar ri a ge 
ca ses will be jud ged by church co urts ac cor ding to church laws, whi le se cu lar 
co urts only de ci de in the ci vil con se qu en ces of mar ri a ge13. Af ter that, the Im pe rial 
Act of Oc to ber 8, 1856, in tro du ced The Law on Cat ho lic Mar ri a ges in the Au strian 
Em pi re and The In struc tion for Spi ri tual Co urts in Ma tri mo nial Ca ses in the Au-
strian Em pi re that re la ted to Cat ho lic mar ri a ge ca ses14, 15 On May 25, 1868, The 
Law on Mar ri a ges for Cat ho lics and the In struc tion of 1856 we re re pe a led, and 
the pro vi si ons of the se cond chap ter of the GCC we re re in sta ted for all ci ti zens, 
re gar dless of the ir re li gion. In De cem ber 1868, a law was pas sed that re gu la ted 
mar ri a ges bet we en mem bers of dif fe rent Chri stian re li gi ons, and anot her law that 
chan ged the way of re sol ving di vor ce ca ses, i.e. an at tempt at re con ci li a tion was 
in tro du ced be fo re star ting a ju di cial di vor ce16. 

In 1895, a new law was pas sed in Hun gary that re gu la ted ci vil mar ri a ge as 
com pul sory, fol lo wing le gi sla tion mo dels in tro du ced in ot her mo dern co un tri es.17 
In Cro a tia and Sla vo nia as con sti tu ent co un tri es of the Hun ga rian part of the Mo-
narchy, the men ti o ned law, ac cor ding to which ci vil mar ri a ge was man da tory, was 
not in for ce. This in di ca tes that in the ter ri tory of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia not hing 
has chan ged in the mar ri a ge le gi sla tion re la ted to Cat ho lics, i.e. the le gal si tu a tion 
re ma i ned the sa me un til the end of World War II. This me ans that the ma tri mo nial 
law of 1856 with a few amend ments was still ap plied to Cat ho lics, whi le the se-
cond chap ter of the GCC was im ple men ted only for Pro te stants and Jews.18 Ac-
cor ding to GCC, the re we re three main bars to va lid mar ri a ge: a) the lack of 
con sent to mar ri a ge; b) the im pos si bi lity to ful fill ma ri tal duty and c) the lack of 
the mar ri a ge ce re mony as re gu la ted by the law.19 Ac cor ding to ec cle si a sti cal 
(church) law, mar ri a ge im pe di ments we re di vi ded in to na tu ral (di vi ni iu ris) and 
po si ti ve ones (hu ma ni iu ris), de pen ding on whet her they ari se from the na tu re of 

11 Eu gen Sla do vić, Že nid be no pra vo, Za greb 1925, 23. 
12 A. Ruš nov, 99. 
13 Ma ri jan De ren čin, Tu mač k ob če mu au strij sko mu gra djan sko mu za ko ni ku – (Knji ga I), 

Za greb 1880, 228. 
14 A. Ruš nov, 98.
15 Mo re on that in : Zvo ni mir Že pić, Za ko ni i pro pi si o že nid bi, Za greb 1893.
16 M. De ren čin, 230.
17 Fer di nan do Be laj, Ka to lič ko cr kve no pra vo, Za greb 1901, 350-351.
18 Mi ra Alin čić, „Gra đan ski brak sklo pljen pre ma dr žav nim pro pi si ma i vjer skom ob re du“, 

Zbor nik Prav nog fa kul te ta u Za gre bu, 47/1997, 661–662.
19 Vi lim Gra ber, Pra va za kon ske, ne za kon ske i po za ko nje ne te pod svo je uze te djet ce, Za greb 

1888., 396-404



664

Viš nja Z. Lac hner, Lju bi ca M. Kor dić, Ma tri mo nial Rights and the Ex pec ta ti ons Re la ted... (659–678)

mar ri a ge or are de ter mi ned by po si ti ve law (Ar tic le 46 GCC). Re gar ding the ir 
le gal ef fect, they are furt her di vi ded in to ter mi na ting im pe di ments (im pe di men ta 
di ri men tia, ir ri tan tia) that ren der the mar ri a ge in va lid, and pro hi bi ti ve (im pe di-
men ta im pe di en tia) that ma ke it inad mis si ble. The for mer pre ven ted the for ma tion 
of a va lid mar ri a ge, whi le the lat ter did not in flu en ce the va li dity of the mar ri a ge 
but only co uld pro du ce har mful con se qu en ces for spo u ses and the of fi cial who 
per for med the wed ding ce re mony20. The com pa ri son of Cat ho lic ec cle si a sti cal 
law with the re le vant pro vi si ons of the GCC in di ca tes that most bars to mar ri a ge 
de fi ned in GCC are iden ti cal to tho se in ec cle si a sti cal law. Cat ho lic ec cle si a sti cal 
law lists the fol lo wing se ve ring bars to mar ri a ge: per so nal in ca pa city to en ter in-
to mar ri a ge, co er cion, kid nap ping, for ni ca tion, se xu al im po ten ce, the exi sting 
mar ri a ge, con sec ra tion, and spo u ses’ dif fe rent re li gi ons. GCC in clu ded so me 
ot her se ve ring ob stac les not sti pu la ted un der Cat ho lic ec cle si a sti cal law: im ma-
tu rity, the lack of con sent of a pre su med mi li tary per son, the sen ten ce to pri son, 
adul tery, and the lack of so lemn dec la ra tion of con sent. In con trast, the GCC did 
not adopt the fol lo wing ob stac les from the Cat ho lic ma tri mo nial law: for ni ca tion 
in qu a lity, kin ship, the in-law re la ti on ship, and the re qu i re ment of pu blic de cency 
(pu bli ca ho ne stas).21, 22 The fol lo wing bars we re de ter mi ned in the GCC as “ot her 
ob stac les to va lid mar ri a ge”: im ma tu rity, mi no rity, mi li tary sta tus23 and mi li tary 
duty, lack of po li ti cal li cen se, cri mi nal li a bi lity, adul tery, and wi dow ho od pe riod 
(Ar tic les 120-121 GCC).24 They we re de fi ned as pre ven ti ve me a su res aga inst vo-
i da ble mar ri a ges. 

2.2.Righttomarriageundermilitarylaws

For cen tu ri es, mi li tary for ces we re si tu a ted in the cen tral part of the city of 
Osi jek (The For tress). This fact strongly in flu en ced the so cial and cul tu ral li fe of 
its ci ti zens. Be ha vi or, rights, and du ti es, as well as the so cial and fi nan cial sta tus 
of sol di ers of all ranks we re pre ci sely de ter mi ned by mi li tary laws, which al so 
re gu la ted the right to con clu de mar ri a ge. Un der mi li tary laws, the mar ri a ge con-

20 Ivan Če pu lić, Si stem op ćeg pri vat nog pra va, Za greb 1925., 531-532, 533. 
21 Ju lij Li e bald Lju bo je vić, Ka to lič ko že nid be no pra vo s ob zi rom na gra djan ske za ko ne u 

Au stri ji, Osi jek 1867, 73. 
22 A. Ruš nov, 107. 
23 Mi li tary per son nel co uld not ma rry wit ho ut pre scri bed per mis sion, i.e. un til they re ac hed 

a cer tain le vel and in co me in the ir ser vi ce. The abo ve was va lid with the pas sing of the law of 
De cem ber 5, 1868. Mo re abo ut it: in Jael We ber, Ka te ki zam ka to lič kog že nid be nog pra va, Sa ra je-
vo 1886. 

24 Par. 120-121. GCC re gu la tes the pro hi bi tion of pre ma tu re re mar ri a ge of a wo man, af ter 
her first mar ri a ge was dec la red null or dis sol ved, or en ded with the de ath of the spo u se. The se 
pro vi si ons did not apply to Cat ho lics in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia be ca u se a wo man co uld en ter in to a 
se cond mar ri a ge only as a wi dow or by dec la ring the first mar ri a ge in va lid. The re fo re, the se pro-
vi si ons re pla ce §§ 76 and 77 of the Law on Cat ho lic Mar ri a ges of 1856, in: A. Ruš nov, 219. 
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clu ded with a sol di er of a spe ci fic rank un der spe ci fic cir cum stan ces co uld ha ve 
been proc la i med in va lid. Ho we ver, the new mi li tary law pas sed in 1889 (The Law 
on the De fen se For ces) chan ged this, and a mar ri a ge con clu ded by mi li tary per-
son nel wit ho ut the per mis sion of the com pe tent com man ding area was no lon ger 
de fi ned as in va lid. In com pli an ce with the pro vi si ons of the Mi li tary Pe nal Co de 
(Art. 780), the law in tro du ced pu nis hments for tho se who did not comply with 
mi li tary re gu la ti ons in this re gard and did not ob tain a mar ri a ge li cen se.25 The 
pro vi sion sti pu la ting the mar ri a ge of mi li tary per son nel was Art. VI of the Law 
on the De fen se For ces of 1889, pas sed by the jo int Hun ga rian-Cro a tian Par li a ment. 
Sol di ers up to the age of 23 and tho se who did not en ter the “third age gro up” 
we re not al lo wed to ma rry. Con scripts (“un li sted sol di ers” who pas sed the third 
age gro up) we re al lo wed to get mar ried but only with a spe cial per mit from the 
com pe tent dis trict con scrip tion or ho me de fen se re gi men tal com mand. Only “un-
li sted” sub se qu ent re ser ve sol di ers and inac ti ve re ser ve sol di ers of all age gro ups 
(in clu ding tho se dec la red per ma nently in com pe tent and ge ne rally exemp ted from 
mi li tary duty for va ri o us re a sons) co uld ma rry ar bi tra rily, that is, wit ho ut spe cial 
per mis sion from the re le vant com mands. If a per son en te red in to mar ri a ge con-
trary to the said pro vi sion, he was gu ilty of com mit ting a mis de me a nor for which 
a fi ne of 30 to 300 fo rint was fo re seen. The sa me fi ne was pro scri bed for an of-
fi cial (aut ho rity) who was an ac com pli ce in the con clu sion of mar ri a ge wit ho ut a 
li cen se, un der the con di tion that mo tion was ta ken aga inst that per son for vi o la tion 
of re gu la ti ons. The gran ting of mar ri a ge li cen ses for mi li tary of fi cers de pen ded 
on cer tain con di ti ons. Mi li tary of fi cers who wan ted to get mar ried had to earn a 
gu a ran teed in co me up to a mi ni mum amo unt de ter mi ned by spe cial mi li tary re-
gu la ti ons. This gu a ran tee abo ut mi ni mum in co me had to be is sued by the Jo int 
War Mi ni stry for the Jo int Au stro-Hun ga rian army, or by the Mi ni ster of Na ti o nal 
De fen se. This re fer red to the of fi cers of the ac ti ve Ho me Gu ard and ar med of fi-
cers, clerks, and ot her monthly wa ge ear ners not in clu ded in the mi li tary rank 
class. A mar ri a ge li cen se co uld be is sued to them only if the re le vant gu a ran tee 
was se cu red in the pre scri bed man ner and at le ast with 4% in te rest. Spe ci fi cally, 
for a li e u te nant, it was 60,000 crowns, a clerk of the XI. rank 30,000 crowns; the 
first li e u te nant 50,000 crowns, a clerk of the X rank 25,000 crowns, cap tain of the 
main staff corps 60,000 crowns, cap tain 40,000, the ma jor of the main corps 
50,000 crowns, etc. The of fi cers youn ger than 30 had to pro vi de for a 50 % in cre-
a sed ma ri tal bond prin ci pal.26 Hun ga rian go vern ment de ben tu res and go vern ment 
debt bonds we re su i ta ble for se cu ring the bail prin ci pal as well as dif fe rent types of 
se cu ri ti es, li ke the pos ses sion of ap pro pri a te real esta te. Vil ma Vu ke lich (1880-1956), 

25 Mi li tar Cri mi nal Co de 1855 (Militärstrafgesetz über Ver brec hen und Ver ge hen vom 15. 
Jänner 1855 für das Ka i sert hum Oe ster re ich), Vi e na 1855.

26 A. Ruš nov, 117. 
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a Cro a tian wri ter from Osi jek, mar ried in 1902 a Royal Army of fi cer Mi li voj 
(Mil ko) Vu ke lich af ter they had bo ught a ho u se as his ma ri tal se cu rity de po sit. In 
her no vel Tra ces of the Past (Tra go vi proš lo sti), she de scri bes the con clu sion of 
the ir mar ri a ge by the ru les of the Mi li tary Law of that ti me:

It was ne ces sary to col lect a bail. We ac tu ally bo ught the ho u se and re gi ste-
red the ti tle to it. The qu e sti on of re li gion aro se be ca u se my mot her in si sted that 
I did not con vert to Chri sti a nity, and the re we re no ci vil mar ri a ges in Cro a tia at 
that ti me. That is why we had to, at le ast fic ti ti o usly, ma ke our per ma nent pla ce 
of re si den ce the ne arby vil la ge Dar da (in Ba ra nja un der Hun ga rian ju ris dic tion), 
which again to ok se ve ral months. Then it tur ned out that the Hun ga rian Mi li tary 
Mi ni stry, to which Mil ko be lon ged by his sta tus, re cog ni zed only church wed dings. 
We the re fo re had to find a pri est who, af ter our wed ding in the lo cal re gi strar’s 
of fi ce, wo uld gi ve us a church bles sing and con firm it with an of fi cial mar ri a ge 
cer ti fi ca te de spi te our dif fe rent con fes si ons. It had to be an no un ced in the church 
and a dis pen sa tion (exemp ti on from church re gu la ti ons in spe cial cir cum stan ces) 
of the Pecs bis hop had to be re qu e sted.”27 

Re la ted to ma ri tal rights, it is im por tant to men tion mar ried wo man’s in he-
ri tan ce rights, too. Af ter the hus bands’ de ath, many wi dows we re left wit ho ut any 
in he ri tan ce and we re for ced to lo ok for jobs (Kor dić & Lac hner, 2021)28, or for 
we althy sin gle men to em ploy them or to ma rry them. The GCC re gu la ted tho se 
rights in the chap ter “On the le gal in he ri tan ce of hus band and wi fe” (Ar tic les 
757-759 GCC). Ac cor ding to le gal suc ces sion, the spo u se exer ci sed his/her in he-
ri tan ce rights to get her with the de ce a sed’s re la ti ves up to the sixth li ne of suc ces-
sion. Af ter one spo u se died, the ot her spo u se ac qu i red the right of li fe long enjoy-
ment or ow ner ship over a smal ler part of the esta te, whi le his re la ti ves ac qu i red 
the right of ow ner ship over a lar ger part of the esta te. The re was a dif fe ren ce if 
the sur vi ving spo u se had chil dren (art. 757), and if the re we re ot her re la ti ves (art. 
758 and 759). In ca ses when the rights from the esta te we re cla i med by the de ce-
dent’s chil dren and the spo u se, the right that be lon ged to the wi dow was the ex-
clu si ve right to enjoy part of the esta te, whi le the right to ow ner ship of the esta te 
al ways re ma i ned with the de ce dent’s chil dren29. The right to enjoy part of the 
pro perty was pro por ti o nal to the num ber of chil dren, and only te sta men tary dis-
po sal co uld chan ge the amo unt of the in he ri tan ce of the sur vi ving spo u se. Of ten 
when the ir hus bands died wit ho ut le a ving a te sta ment, wo men we re in fi nan ci ally 
un be a ra ble po si ti ons. 

27 Vil ma Vu ke lić, Tra go vi proš lo sti (Me mo a ri), Za greb 1994, 243. 
28 Lju bi ca Kor dić, Viš nja Lac hner, „Mul ti lin gu a lism and the So cial Sta tus of Wo men in the 

City of Osi jek in the 19th and Early 20th Cen tu ri es“, Jo ur nal of In ter na ti o nal Wo men’s Stu di es, 
24/2021, 1-14. 

29 A. Ruš nov, 156. 
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3. RE SE ARCH FIN DINGS

The re se arch cor pus en com pas ses 61 ma tri mo nial and con tact ads pu blis hed 
by men and wo men in the ex plo red pe riod: 55 in Die Drau, and 6 in Sla vo nische 
Pres se. Men aut ho red 41 ads, wo men 20. Ad di ti o nally, we in clu ded in the analy-
sis a co u ple of ads by wi dows that we re of fi ci ally pla ced in to job of fe rings but 
the ir style and wor ding in di ca ted the aut hors’ in ten tion to find a li fe part ner or 
po ten tial hus band li ving in fi nan ci ally se cu re con di ti ons.

3.1.Matrimonialandcontactadsbywomen

In the ir ads, young wo men we re mostly lo o king for fu tu re spo u ses or just for 
ac qu a in tan ce with men for fun. Ex cep ti o nally, they we re lo o king for a spe ci fic 
young man from the city who they wan ted to me et in per son and did not find any 
ot her way to con tact him but thro ugh the lo cal new spa per. In te re stingly, the first 
con tact ad in the hi story of Osi jek was pu blis hed by a wo man in Die Drau on Ju ne 
23, 1872. “A lady who owns con si de ra ble pro perty” wan ted to me et “a young man 
of ple a sant ap pe a ran ce who do es not ha ve to be we althy”. She al so de ter mi ned the 
ti me and pla ce of the da te and the signs to re cog ni ze each ot her. She wo uld we ar 
“a straw hat with a wi de brim, a whi te rib bon and a ro se bud”, whi le “in te re sted 
can di da tes with se ri o us in ten ti ons sho uld put a green le af in jac ket la pel” (“als Er-
ken nun gsze ic hen (wird sie) ei nen bre i ten Stroh hut mit we i βem Ban de und ei ner 
Ro senk no spe tra gen. Di e je i ni gen, die ernstlich auf Anknüpfung ei ner Be kanntschaft 
re flec ti e ren, wol len da ge gen ein grünes Blatt ins Knop floch stec ken“). 

In the ir ma tri mo nial ads, girls usu ally list the do wry they pos sess, the ir re li-
gion, and the ir per so nal qu a li ti es. So, on Ja nu ary 7, 1900, “an orp han girl from 
re spec ta ble fa mily, Chri stian, 22 years, well-be ha ved, a ho mely type, with a cash 
do wry of 300,000 fo rints” was lo o king for “a fi nan ci ally se cu red man of in te grity 
for the pur po se of mar ri a ge” (“Wa i se aus se hr ac htba rer de utscher Fa mi lie, christl. 
Re li gion, 22 Ja hre alt, wo hler zo gen und häuslich, mit ei ner Bar mit gift von 300,000 
Ft, wünscht man an bi e de ren He rrn in gu ter und sic he ren Le ben sstel lung zu ver-
he i ra ten”). Si mi larly, on No vem ber 11, 1908, “a young, be a u ti ful, and in tel li gent 
girl with so me do wry” wan ted to get to know a ci vil ser vant in se cu red post for 
the pur po se of mar ri a ge (“jun ges, hübsches und in tel li gen tes Mädchen mit et was 
Mit gift sucht be hufs Ehe die Be kanntschaft ei nes Be am ten in ge sic her ter Stel lung”). 
The co de she used was “Chri san te me”. Of ten, the wor ding they used and the type 
of part ner they we re lo o king for re veal a sub or di na te so cial po si tion of a wo man 
and her lack of self-este em, which was in ac cor dan ce with the so cial sta tus of wo-
men be lon ging to lo wer and mid dle so cial clas ses of that ti me. It was the con se qu-
en ce of strict Cat ho lic laws re la ting to mar ri a ge and the re la ti on ship bet we en men 
and wo men, which sha ped the at ti tu des to and ste re otypes  abo ut wo men and the ir 
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ro les in the fa mily that we re for med un der the in flu en ce of the con ser va ti ve so cial 
set tings they li ved in. It se ems that, ac cor ding to tho se ru les, the lo wer in co me 
(do wry) a wo man pos ses sed and the ol der she was, the lo wer her cri te ria for the 
ap pro pri a te part ner. An il lu stra ti ve exam ple is the ad of Sep tem ber 7, 1918, in which 
a young wo man pos ses sing 3,000 crowns do wry, her ho u sing and fur nis hing, wo-
uld li ke to ha ve ac qu a in tan ce with an el derly man (“ei nem älteren He rrn”) for the 
pur po se of mar ri a ge. A si mi lar wish was ex pres sed by “an in tel li gent, be a u ti ful 
vir gin (“Jun gfrau”!), who ar ri ved in Osi jek from abroad” and wan ted “the ac qu a-
in tan ce of a li ka ble, well-off el derly man” (“wünscht Be kanntschaft ei nes sympat-
hischen gut si tu i er ten älteren He rrn”). This is di scer ni ble from fi ve ma tri mo nial 
ads pu blis hed in Sla vo nische Pres se from 1882 to 1920. For exam ple, on Ja nu ary 
4, 1910, an el derly girl, orp han, with a few tho u sand crowns (“Älteres Fräulein, 
Wa i se, mit ei ni gen ta u send Kro nen”) wan ted to ma rry an el derly man or a wi do wer 
(“möchte sich mit ei nem älteren He rrn oder Wit wer ver he i ra ten”). 

Alt ho ugh do wry played an im por tant ro le in fin ding an ap pro pri a te part ner, 
so me wo men po in ted out that esta te or mo ney we re not es sen tial re qu i re ments. In 
the ad of Ja nu ary 1910, “a be a u ti ful, slim bru net te, 21, with a do wry of 50,000 
crowns in cash, la ter mo re” was lo o king for a su i ta ble part ner (“pas sen de Par tei”) 
to ma rry. In the ot her pu blis hed in March 1910, an 18-year-old girl, ba ker’s da ug-
hter, with an esta te of 400,000 crowns, al so wan ted a su i ta ble mar ri a ge but wo uld 
ac cept a part ner wit ho ut any esta te. Si mi larly, on 12. Ju ne 1910, “a 24-year-old 
orp han girl, blond, at trac ti ve, be a u ti ful, with 100,000 crowns cash” was lo o king 
for part ner for “a su i ta ble mar ri a ge”. She ad ded that she was li ving at her aunt’s 
and only the can di da tes who we re de ci si ve eno ugh and ap plied qu ickly, even wit-
ho ut any esta te, wo uld ha ve pri o rity (“Nur rasch entschlos se ne Her ren, ev. auch 
oh ne Vermögen, wol len sich mel den”). In two ads of No vem ber 1 and 9, 1910, for 
the first ti me, a mar ri a ge of lo ve was men ti o ned. The can di da te was “a 20-year 
old Vi en na lady with 50,000 do wry and sub stan ti ve in he ri tan ce, the only child of 
an in du strial, blond, at trac ti ve and be a u ti ful” (“20-jährige blon de Wi e ne rin mit 
50000 Mit gift,später be de u ten des Er be, ein zi ge Toc hter ei nes Groβindustriellen, 
fesch und schön”). She wan ted to en ter in to a mar ri a ge for lo ve (Ne i gun gshe i rath) 
with a se ri o us can di da te, even wit ho ut any esta te (“Nur ern ste Be wer ber, wenn 
auch oh ne Vermögen”). An in te re sting exam ple is the ad of May 21, 1910, by a 
27-year-old Chri stian wo man with a hu ge pro perty who wan ted to ma rry “a se ri-
o us man wil ling to adopt her 6-year-old-child”, her co de be ing “In de pen dent”.

An unu sual ma tri mo nial of fe ring was pu blis hed on May 10, 1910, in which 
a fat her was lo o king for an in tel li gent Je wish man of in te grity with a fi nan ci ally 
se cu re exi sten ce for his da ug hter. The girl was de scri bed as be a u ti ful, in tel li gent, 
at trac ti ve and flaw less, and equ ip ped with 6,000 crowns do wry and 60 crowns 
monthly apa na ge (“Suc he für me i ne schöne, fesche, ma kel lo se und in tel li gen te 
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Toc hter, mit 6000 Kro nen Ein ric htung und 60 Kro nen mo na tlic her Apa na ge, in-
tel li gen ten, cha rak ter vol len Isre a li tischen He rrn in ge sic her ter Exi stenz”).

The re are a few ads by girls or mar ried wo men lo o king for ma le part ners 
just for fun, or lo o king for a ma le pen fri end. The first of such ads was pu blis hed 
back in 1873 (May 8, 1873) un der the co de “Fi des”, in which “a young in de pen dent 
lady, who in tends to spend the sum mer in the city, is lo o king for a witty man from 
Osi jek to ex chan ge let ters”. An in te re sting ad of a si mi lar kind is the one pu blis hed 
42 years la ter on Ja nu ary 21, 1915, un der the co de “If you are bo red” by a “30-year-
old lady who wan ted cor re spon den ce with a young of fi cer” (“30-jährige Da me 
sucht Kor re spon denz mit jun gem Of fi zi er. Chi fre: Wenn man sich lang we ilt”). 
Two in te re sting exam ples of this type stem from 1918. The first one of Ju ne 6, 
1918, was ti tled “Young, and in tel li gent 30-year-old wi dow” (Jun ge in tel li gen te 
30-jährige Wit we) who wan ted cor re spon den ce with men em ployed  as hig her ci-
vil ser vants, not ex clu ding a pos si ble clo ser re la ti on ship. The se cond was from 
De cem ber 31, 1918, by two “out stan ding girls”, who we re lo o king for ma le ac qu-
a in tan ces. They cho se the co des “Blon die” and “Bru net te”. 

The re we re se ve ral ads pu blis hed by wi dows who wan ted to “be pla ced” as 
ho u se mi stres ses in a ho u se hold of a sin gle man or of fi cer with or wit ho ut chil dren. 
Alt ho ugh the ir wish to get mar ried or to find a li fe part ner was not ex pressly dec-
la red, it can be de du ced from the wor ding of the ir ads. Re gar ding in he ri tan ce laws 
that we re ap plied at the ex plo red ti me, when most wi dows re ma i ned pen ni less if 
they (or the ir hus bands) had chil dren or clo se re la ti ves, we can cla im with gre at 
cer ta inty that tho se ads can be con si de red as ve i led ma tri mo nial ads (Kor dić & 
Lac hner, 2021). Il lu stra ti ve exam ples can be three ads of that kind. In the first of 
Au gust 8, 1888, “a wo man in her pri me” (ei ne Frau im schönsten Al ter ste hend) 
wan ted to “be pla ced” as ho u se mi stress in the ho u se hold of “a very re li a ble man” 
(“…wünscht sich bei ei nem se hr so li den He rrn als Wirtschaf te rin pla ci ert zu wer-
den”). In the se cond one of Mai 28, 1915, “a young wi dow in her pri me wit ho ut 
chil dren” was lo o king for a post of a ho u se mi stress in the ho me of “an in de pen dent 
man” (“Jun ge kin der lo se Wit twe in den bes ten Ja hren sucht Po sten als Ha u sme i-
ste rin”). In the third one, which was pu blis hed fi ve ti mes in Fe bru ary 1918, “an 
in tel li gent 38-year-old wi dow who is good at co o king and all types of ho u se work” 
was lo o king for a post of ho u se mi stress in the ho me of “a sin gle and in de pen dent 
man”. The re is only one ma tri mo nial ad, in which “a young wi dow” was lo o king 
for the ac qu a in tan ce of “an el derly man pos ses sing so me pro perty, for the pur po-
se of mar ri a ge” (“wünscht Be kanntschaft mit ei nem älteren He rrn be hufs Ehe.”). 
She used the co de “Happy mar ri a ge” (“glücklic he Ehe”). How dif fi cult the so cial 
po si tion of wi dows, sin gle wo men with a child, or wo men ol der than 22 was in 
the ex plo red pe riod can be re cog ni zed in the ir re a di ness to ma rry “an el derly man” 
or “a wi do wer”, and that the wi dows we re of ten hi ding the ir in ten tion to find a 
fi nan ci ally se cu red part ner be hind the ir job of fe rings. 
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3.2.Matrimonialandcontactadsbymen

Men’s ma tri mo nial and con tact ads can be or ga ni zed in to mo re ca te go ri es 
than tho se by wo men. Men we re mostly lo o king for su i ta ble matches to ma rry, 
whi le in many ads they wan ted to find fe ma le ac qu a in tan ces and pen fri ends, or 
just fe ma le com pany for fun. They al so used new spa per ads as a me di um to ex-
chan ge lo ve mes sa ges with sec ret lo vers or a way to con tact unk nown girls they 
met in the city and fell in lo ve with. So me ads we re very witty and funny, whi le 
ot hers we re shoc king be ca u se they can be seen as bu si ness pro po sals rat her than 
ma tri mo nial ads. The re are 22 ads of this kind, which ma kes 53.66 % of all ads 
aut ho red by men. Ot her types of ads are re pre sen ted by three or fo ur exam ples 
each. Fi ve ma tri mo nial ads in the se 22 of bu si ness cha rac ter we re ad dres sing girls 
or wi dows wit ho ut spe cifying  the ir per so nal cha rac te ri stics, the ir so cial sta tus, or 
con fes si o nal af fi li a tion. Apart from qu o ting the ex pec ted do wry, po ten tial gro oms 
de scri be pre ci sely what kind of girl they want as re gards the ir ap pe a ran ces and 
be ha vi or. For exam ple, on May 28, 1893, a no tary pu blic and a ma gi stra te from a 
small city with an “ap pro pri a te pos ses sion and good monthly in co me” (no in for-
ma tion abo ut his age or ap pe a ran ce) wan ted to ma rry “a girl or a young wi dow 
who is skil led in run ning a ho u se hold and has a pro perty of 1,000-2,000 gul dens”. 
On July 5, 1900, a young fo rest ran ger (24) was lo o king for a girl or a wi dow, not 
ol der than 30 for the pur po se of mar ri a ge. He cle arly de fi ned the con di tion (“Be-
din gung!”) that she must pos sess a big or a small ru ral esta te and ad ded the pos-
si bi lity of mo ving in to her ho u se (“Jun ger Forst mann, 24 Ja hre, möchte sich mit 
ei nem Mädchen oder Wit we nicht über 30 ver he i ra ten. Be din gung: ein gröβerer 
oder kle i ner Grund be sitz. Möchte auch ein he i ra ten”). In so me ads, only the pro-
perty was hig hlig hted wit ho ut any ot her pre fe ren ce con cer ning the fu tu re bri de. 
So, on No vem ber 9, 1905, an “am bi ti o us ma na ger of agri cul tu ral pro perty, 29, 
aca de mic, Cat ho lic, with a year in co me of 2,800 crowns” was lo o king for a fe ma-
le part ner with 30,000 to 40,000 crowns pro perty (“Streb sa mer Öko no mi e ver wal-
ter, 29, Aka de mi ker, kat ho lisch, Ja hre se in kom men 2800 Kro nen, sucht Lebens-
gefährtin mit 30-40000 Kro nen Vermögen”). Si mi larly, in Ju ne 1905, a 28-year-
old man of the Chri stian re li gion, “who is con si de red hand so me by ot her pe o ple” 
(“man sagt zu mir hübscher Mann”), pos ses sing a gro cery shop as ses sed at 15,000 
crowns, wan ted to ma rry “a girl from a good fa mily with 8,000 to 10,000 crowns 
do wry”, wit ho ut men ti o ning any ot her pre fe ren ces. Three years la ter, two fri ends 
pu blis hed an ad to get her: a 30-year-old shop as si stant and a ci vil ser vant aged 36 
we re lo o king for girls or wi dows aged 20-30 years, with 6,000 to 10,000 crowns 
do wry, for the pur po se of mar ri a ge. On De cem ber 22, 1910, of fe ring a bit mo re 
in for ma tion abo ut him self, an edu ca ted in du stri a list pos ses sing a suc cessful firm 
in Bo snia was lo o king for “a young wo man who is skil led in ho u se work and stems 
from a good ur ban fa mily”. He ad ded, li te rally, “40,000 crowns do wry and a pho-
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to de man ded” (“Be an sprucht Mit gift von min. 40 000 Kro nen und Lic htbild”). 
Si mi larly, on March 4, 1915, a 28-year-old pro duc tion ma na ger in an al co ho lic 
drinks fac tory, wan ted to ma rry “a well-off young lady, not ex clu ding wi dows 
with one child” (“…wünscht Be kanntschaft ei nes vermögenden Fräuleins be hufs 
He i rat, Wit we mit Kind nicht aus geschlos sen”).

In se ve ral ads of 1918, wi do wers we re lo o king for wi dows of the ir age or 
youn ger, with or wit ho ut so me do wry, good at co o king and ho u se work. Ac cor-
dingly, in an ad pu blis hed on March 9, 1918, a wi do wer in his 50-ies, with a pos-
ses sion of 3,000 crowns, was lo o king for “a mo dest lady, not un der 45, pos ses sing 
a do wry of 51,000 in cash for the pur po se of mar ri a ge and ta ke o ver of a good and 
pro spe ro us shop”. (“Wit wer in der 50-er Ja hren mit 3000 Kro nen Vermögen sucht 
besche i de ne Frau be hufs Ehe nicht un ter 45 Ja hren, mit 51000 Bar geld be hufs 
Über nah me ei nes gu ten so li den Geschäfts”). Anot her wi do wer aged 57, in his ad 
of Oc to ber 1925, was lo o king for “a bet ter wo man bet we en 40 and 45, with her 
own bu si ness or ho u se” (“Wit wer, 57 Ja hre, sucht bes se re Frau im Al ter 40-45 
Ja hren mit Geschäft oder Woh nung”). 

In so me ca ses, ads we re gi ven by a po ten tial gro om’s fri end or brot her. On 
No vem ber 26, 1918, a man was lo o king for a girl or wi dow who wo uld ma rry his 
40-year-old fri end, a bu si nes sman of ple a sant ap pe a ran ce, who pos ses sed his own 
ho u se. A can di da te sho uld be “an ol der girl or wi dow with 30-40,000 crowns” 
(“… ein älteres Mädchen oder Wit we mit 30-40000 Kro nen”). In the ad of Fe bru-
ary 21, 1925, on be half of his 20-year-old brot her, a man was lo o king for “a lady 
from the best fa mily with ap pro pri a te pos ses sion” (“ei ne Da me aus bes ter Fa mi-
lie mit zeitgemässen Vermögen”). He de scri bes his brot her as an edu ca ted ma na-
ger of a small fac tory, he althy and di li gent, and a per son of re li a ble cha rac ter and 
ple a sant ap pe a ran ce. 

Ex cep ti o nally, men we re lo o king for in tel li gent wo men or tho se with per so-
nal qu a li ti es ot her than for tu ne. The first of that kind was pu blis hed on Au gust 1, 
1900, by “an in tel li gent young man of fi nan ci ally se cu red exi sten ce, with so me 
pro perty and a year in co me of 4,800 crowns, who wan ted to ma rry a be a u ti ful, 
well-ra i sed and mo dest girl of Je wish re li gion” (“…wünscht sich mit hübschem, 
wo hler zo ge nem, besche i de nem Mädchen, Isra e li tin, zu ve re hlic hen”). He al so 
ad ded a con di tion: “kind and che er ful cha rac ter. Do wry do es not mat ter” („Be-
din gung: li e benswürdi ger he i te res Tem pe ra ment; Mit gift – Ne ben sac he”). In la ter 
ads, a po ten tial bri de’s per so nal qu a li ti es we re hig hlig hted, whi le her for tu ne was 
men ti o ned di scre tely. Two exam ples of this kind can be fo und in Die Drau on the 
sa me day – Fe bru ary 20, 1929. In the first, “a young Je wish man in se cu red fi nan cial 
cir cum stan ces” was lo o king for “a be a u ti ful in tel li gent girl with ap pro pri a te pro-
perty” (“mit ent sprec hen dem Vermögen”), whi le in the se cond a Je wish ho tel-an d-
in n-ow ner wan ted “to ma rry an in tel li gent, well-off girl” (“wünscht He i rat mit 
ei nem in tel li gen ten wohlha ben den Mädchen”).
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3.2.1. Bu si ness or ma tri mo nial ads?

In our cor pus of ma tri mo nial and con tact ads, fo ur ads co uld be clas si fied as 
bu si ness of fe rings to wo men rat her than ma tri mo nial ads. The first of them was 
pu blis hed se ve ral ti mes in July 1902 (on 8, 10, and 13. of July). The aut hors we re 
“two di li gent me tal-tur ners” who wan ted “ac qu a in tan ce for the pur po se of mar ri-
a ge with two girls ready to mo ve to Ame ri ca”. On March 26, 1910, “a 27-year-old 
man of Je wish re li gion, fa mi li ar with all re li gi o us cu stoms”, wan ted to ma rry “a 
young, be a u ti ful, and mo dest girl with a do wry of 20,000 crowns mi ni mum IN 
ADVAN CE (in ca pi tal let ters!), for the pur po se of esta blis hing a luc ra ti ve ma nu-
fac tu re”. (“27-jähriger Isra e lit mit Bra uc hen ken ntnis sen, in le i ten der Stel lung, 
wünscht zwecks ei ner lu kra ti ven Fa bri ka tion ein jun ges, hübsches und besche i de-
nes Mädchen mit Mit gift von min. 20 000 Kro nen AUFWÄRTS zu ve he i ra ten”). 
In Ja nu ary 1910, “an ex pert in his pri me, pos ses sing an ap pro pri a te ca pi tal, for 
which he of fers a gu a ran tee by a ta bu lar sta te ment” was lo o king for the ac qu a in-
tan ce of “an in de pen dent wo man in her thir ti es with 35-45,000 crowns in cash, for 
the pur po se of jo int pur cha se of a mo dern, well-esta blis hed ho tel, who was ready 
and skil led to run the sa me”. The last bu si ness-an d-ma tri mo nial ad was pu blis hed 
on De cem ber 31, 1925. A Vi en na en tre pre ne ur, 30 years old, who owns a food 
fac tory esti ma ted at 2,000,000 Schil ling wan ted to ma rry a young and be a u ti ful 
girl from the best fa mily who owns at le ast 500,000 Schil ling that sho uld be se cu-
red on the first mort ga ge to ex pand the bu si ness. (“Be sit zer ei nes gut ge hen den 
Le ben smit tel be tri ebs im nac hwe is ba ren Wer te von 2000000 Schil ling” sucht be hufs 
He i rat hübsche jun ge Da me aus bes ter Fa mi lie mit min de stens 500000 Schil ling, 
die auf er ste Hypot hek sic her ge stellt wer den zur Vergröβerung des Be tri ebs”).

3.2.2. Con tact ads for fun

The first ad of this kind was pu blis hed back in 1900, on 28. Au gust, by a 
young man who wan ted “a sti mu la ting cor re spon den ce with a witty sin gle lady or 
wi dow” (“Jun ger Mann wünscht mit ei ner ge i ste sre ic hen le di gen Da me, auch Wit-
we, in an re gen de Kor re spon denz zu tre ten”). The ad ends with “Di scre tion gu a-
ran teed and ex pec ted”. The next two ads of this kind oc cur red 15 years la ter. In 
the first one, a re ser ve of fi cer wan ted “the ac qu a in tan ce of an edu ca ted young lady 
for the pur po se of ha ving fun”. The se cond one, pu blis hed on March 6, 1915, ti tled 
“Sec ret”, was very open-min ded re gar ding the con ser va ti ve com mu nity of Osi jek. 
The aut hor, sig ned as “A dre a mer”, was a re ser ve of fi cer, “who suf fers be ca u se he 
li ves far away from his be lo ved wi fe”. He wan ted to “esta blish (pla to nic) con tact 
with a re ally be a u ti ful mar ried young lady in si mi lar po si tion and at ti tu de” (“Re-
ser vof fi zi er, dem das ge tren nte Le ben von ge li eb ter Gat tin schwer fällt, sucht 
ehr ba ren (pla to nischen) Ver ke hr mit wir klich schöner ver he i ra te ten jun gen Da me 
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in ähnlicher La ge und Ge sin nung.”). Ob vi o usly, the re we re se ve ral in te re sted can-
di da tes, as on March 18, un der the sa me co de (Sec ret) the Dre a mer pu blis hed the 
fol lo wing ad: “Dre a mer was ab sent and is kindly asking for lady’s ad dress; a hand-
kiss to Blon die”. Again, on March 23, Dre a mer was “asking Aman da v. T. to show 
the signs of li fe”, and in the sa me mes sa ge, he ad dres sed “a Das hing Wi dow with 
red straw-hat”, asking her to le a ve her ad dress in the edi tor’s of fi ce. 

The last ad of this type, pu blis hed in May 1918, was in Cro a tian lan gu a ge by 
“two sa i lors ser ving the ir re gu lar mi li tary ser vi ces in a fa ra way city on the Adri-
a tic Sea”. They we re lo o king for “girls of che er ful cha rac ter”, asking them “not 
to for get the ir fel low lan dsmen at le ast whi le they li ve in the se cir cum stan ces”. In 
the end, they qu o ted the saying “That will be good for your soul”, and ad ded: 
“Be a uty and ot her lit tle things are not im por tant”.

3.2.3. Lo ve dec la ra ti ons and mes sa ges in the form of ads

The re are three ads of this type in the cor pus. The first can be fo und in the 
is sue of Au gust 6, 1896, ad dres sed to a cer tain Miss Mar git by a man sig ned as Max, 
who in for med her that he co uld not ac cept her in vi ta tion un less she re ve a led her 
iden tity. Most in te re sting ads are tho se ad dres sed to unk nown wo men who ad pro-
vi ders fell in lo ve with and tried to con tact via new spa per ads. One of tho se ads was 
pu blis hed on Sep tem ber 18, 1902, ad dres sing “a das hing young lady who on 19th of 
this month in Adolf Chwo i ka’s flo wer shop was buying Ha ar lem hyacinth and tu lip 
bulbs”. The anonymo us ad pro vi der, who de fi ned him self as “con sci o us gen tle man”, 
was asking the lady “for ho no ra ble me e ting” (“Re i zen des Fräulein, wel ches am 19. 
d. M. in der Blu men han dlung des He rrn Adolf Chwo i ka Ha ar le mer Hyazin ten zwi-
e beln und Tul pen ka uf te, wird vom be wu sten He rrn um ehr ba res Wi e der se hen 
ge be ten”). Anot her in te re sting exam ple ap pe a red on April 16, 1915, ad dres sing “a 
Bru net te, young blus hing lady, who ri des the tram to Lo wer Town bet we en 7 and 
8 every mor ning, and in the eve ning at the sa me ti me to Up per Town, we a ring 
mostly dark clot hes”. She was kindly asked to le a ve the mes sa ge in the edi to rial 
of fi ce “if a re spec tful ac qu a in tan ce is al lo wed”. The co de of the ad was “Be a u ti ful 
mo uth” (“Je ne Brünet te, ro si ge jun ge Da me, die se it ei ner Ze it zwischen 7 u. 8 Uhr 
mor gens nach die Un ter stadt und Abend um die gle ic he Ze it in die Ober stadt fährt, 
me i stens dun kel ge kle i det ist, wird sub Chif fre ‚schöner Mund‘ an die Ex pe di ti on 
di e ses Blat tes um Mit te i lung ge be ten, ob ehr ba re Be kanntschaft er stat tet“).

4. DI SCUS SION

The goal of this study was to shed light on the so cial po si tion of wo men re-
la ted to mar ri a ge and the re la ti on ship bet we en men and wo men in the 19th and 
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early 20th cen tu ri es in the city of Osi jek, Cro a tia, by analyzing ma tri mo nial and 
con tact ads pu blis hed in two lo cal new spa pers. At the ex plo red ti me, the com mu-
ni ca tion bet we en men and wo men from the mid dle class as po ten tial lo ve part ners 
was li mi ted to wri ting let ters or pu blis hing per so nal ads in lo cal new spa pers, 
usu ally by using sec ret co des. We ex plo red 61 ads, 41 be ing pu blis hed by men and 
20 by wo men. Ma tri mo nial ru les, and pri ma rily the po si tion of a wo man in the 
fa mily and the so ci ety as a who le, we re dic ta ted by the ec cle si a sti cal law that re-
gu la ted the right to ma rry and mar ri a ge ru les in Cro a tia lon ger than in ot her parts 
of the Au strian-Hun ga rian Mo narchy. Ru les of en te ring in to mar ri a ge, the be ha-
vi or and the vir tu es ap pre ci a ted in bri des and gro oms we re in flu en ced by the 
church, as well as by the ste re otypes  of the then con ser va ti ve so ci ety, which pla-
ced a wo man as mot her, wi fe, and ho u se mi stress in the fa mily, wit ho ut ap pre ci-
a tion of her fe e lings, at ti tu des, and per so nal pre fe ren ces. In the ex plo red ti me, 
when the girl was ex pec ted to ma rry (not ol der than 20!), the amo unt of her do wry, 
and her pos ses si ons in cash or real esta te we re of ut most im por tan ce for the fu tu-
re gro om and his fa mily. This hu mi li a ting cri te rion for a “suc cessful mar ri a ge” 
of a girl li ving in the men’s world of that ti me was the re a son why girls and young 
wo men in the ir ads as a ru le men tion the do wry they pos sess or the esta te they 
will in he rit in due ti me. Op po si te to men’s ads, in most ca ses wo men de scri be 
the ir ap pe a ran ces and ple a sant cha rac ter. In te re stingly, in se ve ral wo men’s ads, 
we can find the sta te ments that “esta te do es not mat ter” or that they wan ted “a 
mar ri a ge for lo ve” whi le the sa me sta te ment co uld be fo und only in two ads by 
ma le pro vi ders. In men’s ads, the amo unt of do wry is al ways emp ha si zed. Un til 
1900, ap pe a ran ces and ot her qu a li ti es in fu tu re part ner we re hardly men ti o ned. 
Af ter 1900, ma tri mo nial ads by men con tain de si ra ble physi cal and spi ri tual qu-
a li ti es in fu tu re bri des as well. Ap pre ci a ted qu a li ti es in wo man we re that she was 
be a u ti ful or at le ast at trac ti ve, well ra i sed, mo dest, and “ho mely type”. Sad exam-
ples of the so cial po si tion of girls and wo men re pre sent the ads by sin gle wo men 
wit ho ut do wry and ol der than 20, or wi dows lo o king for el derly men or of fi cers 
to sup port or to ma rry them, trying to en su re fi nan ci ally se cu re exi sten ce for 
them sel ves and the ir chil dren. Hu mi li a ting for young wo men we re ads pu blis hed 
by the ir fat hers lo o king for fu tu re spo u ses for the ir da ug hters, de scri bing them as 
“be a u ti ful, in tel li gent, at trac ti ve and flaw less”, and qu o ting the ir do wry in cash.

Ads pu blis hed by men of ten so und li ke bu si ness of fe rings rat her than ma tri-
mo nial ads. The re we re 22 ads of this type out of 41, plus fo ur ad di ti o nal ads with 
pre ci sely de scri bed bu si ness pro po sals. As a ru le, ad pro vi ders gi ve a short de-
scrip tion of the ir age and re li gion, and then cle arly list the ir re qu i re ments re la ted 
to do wry. So me even use ca pi tal let ters to stress the ir con di tion that the do wry is 
paid in advan ce, or that the pur po se of mar ri a ge is in ve sting in a luc ra ti ve in du-
stry. Only two ads af ter 1900 we re pu blis hed with the sta te ment “Do wry do es not 
mat ter”. Con si de ring the con ser va ti ve so ci ety of that ti me, the most in te re sting 
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an sur pri sing con tact ads we re tho se pu blis hed for fun, in which men (ex cep ti o-
nally, wo men as well) we re lo o king for lo ve af fa irs or adven tu res with girls or 
mar ried wo men for fun. 

5. CON CLU SION

No wa days we li ve in the world of vir tual so cial net works, and fin ding a lo ve 
part ner or spo u se in the vir tual spa ce has be co me ea si er than ever. Ma tri mo nial 
ru les re la ted to en te ring in to mar ri a ge in the hi story of Cro a tia we re in the 19th 
and early 20th cen tu ri es re gu la ted by the ec cle si a sti cal law, which stayed lon ger 
in ap pli ca tion in Cro a tia than in ot her con sti tu ent parts of the Mo narchy. Spe cial 
pro vi si ons we re in for ce for mi li tary for ces, who se mem bers we re obli ged to ob-
tain the ir mar ri a ge li cen se from the ir su per i ors and/or to earn the spe ci fic month-
ly in co me de ter mi ned by the law de pen ding on the ir mi li tary ranks. A mar ri a ge 
li cen se co uld be is sued to them only if the re le vant gu a ran tee in mo ney or esta te 
was se cu red with at le ast 4% in te rest. The Church Law ru les, the Ci vil Law pro-
vi si ons, as well as mi li tary ru les and the con ser va ti ve so ci ety of that ti me in flu-
en ced the va lu es ap pre ci a ted in fu tu re part ners and de ter mi ned the con di ti ons that 
had to be re spec ted when en te ring in to mar ri a ge. Tho se so cial con di ti ons and the 
tra di ti o nally sub or di na ted ro le of the wo man in the Cro a tian con ser va ti ve so ci ety 
of that ti me in flu en ced the so cial po si tion and the self-ima ge of wo men in the 
ex plo red pe riod. The mo dels of be ha vi or and esta blis hed so cial stan dards af fec ted 
the be ha vi or and self-este em of young girls (and wi dows) li ving in the men’s world, 
in which the amo unt of do wry and the pos ses si ons in cash or real esta te we re 
highly ap pre ci a ted qu a li ti es in fu tu re bri des. Pro gres si ve trends of the En lig hten-
ment Era and wo men’s eman ci pa tion can be re cog ni zed in the fact that wo men 
them sel ves pu blis hed the ir own ads lo o king for ap pro pri a te part ner, so me of them 
be ing very li be ral for the ir ti me and lo o king for young men just for fun. The 
analysis of ma tri mo nial and con tact ads in our re se arch has al so shown that so me 
vir tu es ap pre ci a ted by young pe o ple in the ir po ten tial part ners al ways mat ter, 
li ke physi cal ap pe a ran ce, kind and che er ful cha rac ter, and in tel li gen ce. Open-
min ded and very li be ral ads for that ti me, in which mar ried men and wo men 
we re lo o king for lo ve-af fa irs, hi ding the ir true iden ti ti es be hind ima gi na ti ve sec-
ret co des li ke “If you are bo red”, “A Dre a mer”, “Bru net te and Blon die”, “Das hing 
Wi dow”, etc., re pre sent a sur pri sing part of the re se arch. This hi sto ri cal exam ple 
of com mu ni ca tion by using new spa per ads as pu blic me dia can be seen as a link 
with con tem po rary so cial net works users who are of ten hi ding the ir real iden tity 
be hind sec ret co des. As the fin dings of this re se arch ha ve shown, this type of 
com mu ni ca tion can re veal so cial and in ter per so nal re la ti ons as well as the so cial 
po si ti ons of men and wo men in gi ven so cial and cul tu ral set tings. The com pa ri son 
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of com mu ni ca tion pur po ses and met hods used in old new spa per ads with con tem-
po rary com mu ni ca tion on so cial net work co uld be an in te re sting to pic of so me 
fu tu re re se arch.
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Сажетак: Ау то ри ис тра жу ју дру штве ни и прав ни ста тус не уда-
тих же на и дру штве на пра ви ла и оби ча је ко ји су ути ца ли на њи хо во 
по на ша ње у ве зи са бра ком и од но сом му шкар ца и же не у 19. и по чет-
ком 20. ве ка у Хр ват ској, ко ја је та да би ла део Ау стриј ског цар ства, 
од но сно Ау стро-Угарскe. Ис тра жи ва ње је за сно ва но на два раз ли чи та 
кор пу са. Пр ви об у хва та ре ле вант не за кон ске ак те ко ји су ре гу ли са ли 
брак у то вре ме, укљу чу ју ћи и по себ на пра ви ла за кра љев ске вој ни ке у 
по гле ду њи хо вог пра ва на скла па ње бра ка. Дру ги део ис тра жи ва ња 
за сни ва се на но вин ским об ја ва ма, од но сно: брач ним и огла си ма за 
лич не кон так те, у ко ји ма му шкар ци и же не из ра жа ва ју же љу да упо-
зна ју по тен ци јал ног су пру жни ка/цу  или љу бав ни ка/цу . Кор пус огла са 
је из вод из oсјечких ло кал них но ви на Дие Драу и Сла во ни ше пре се ко је 
су из ла зи ле на њне мач ком је зи ку у ис тра жи ва ном исто риј ском пе ри-
о ду. Бро је ви оба ли ста ко ји су из ла зи ли из ме ђу 1870. и 1938. до ступ ни 
су у ди ги та ли зо ва ним вер зи ја ма. Брач ни и кон такт огла си му шка ра ца 
и же на као по тен ци јал них су пру жни ка или љу бав них па ро ва пред ста-
вља ју дра го цен из вор ин фор ма ци ја о дру штве ним пра ви ли ма и оби ча-
ји ма ве за ним за брак и од нос из ме ђу му шка ра ца и же на ка да су дру-
штве на ко му ни ка ци ја и дру штве ни ме ди ји би ли ве о ма огра ни че ни. Рад 
има за циљ да пред ста ви за кон ска пра ви ла ко ја ре гу ли шу му шка и 
жен ска пра ва и оба ве зе у ве зи са бра ком, али и да ра све тли ка ко је 
ко му ни ка ци ја из ме ђу по тен ци јал них љу бав них парт не ра или су пру-
жни ка пу тем штам па них ме ди ја ути ца ла на дру штве ни по ло жај и 
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иден ти тет же на ана ли зи ра ју ћи ре ле вант не но вин ске огла се из прав-
них, со цио-пси хо ло шких и со цио-лин гви стич ких гле ди шта.

Кључнеречи: прав ни аспект бра ка; дру штве на пра ви ла; љу бав и 
брак; но вин ски огла си; Хр ват ска. 
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